
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 



at |http : //books . google . com/ 



ANDfiV 




I 



Is 7 



I » I 



• I I 



;i 



il 1 •' 



:*f 



«h 




jlAi^^r ;;u;; '^iU^.i^ri^ ^ ^ '^ f>isA;^ 



|i; .■.,-i.J.r^j^i.- 



3 



■■'»' / 










tized by Google 



Digitized byCjOOQlC 



Digitized byCnOOQlC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



PERMANENT 



SABBATH DOCUMENTS 



^tntrUan ani Sovtx%n Sabbat^ ilnion* 



BOSTON : 

P£EEINS & WHIPPLE, 100 Washihotoh St. 

1851. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



CONSTITUTION 



AKXmiGAV AVD rOEEieV SABBATH VVIOV. 



AsTf euB U— TUt AMiwiifi— shall be ealted, Thb AimtiCAW aito Fomsiow 
Mamuatu CJviov. 

AftT. IL — ^TIm object of tkb Unioa •ball be, by the aniveraal dURMiea of hifor* 
■■tine, by wiitad exeaiple end hied atioral inlloeooe. to endeavor to perraade all 
p Bt mm a to abrtaia froei worldly bostneM, travelinf and amoaeiaeat, aad attend the 
pahlie worship of God on the Lord*t day. 

Akt. III.^AU pefwma who ngtk this Constitotioa shall be iMMbera of this 

AST. IV.->Disting«ished friends of the Sabbath, on reoomnModatioa of the 
BseeotiTO Cossniittee, nny be elected e« members of this Union. 

Abt. v.— Clergyawn who mt thirty dollars, and laymen who pay fifty dollan, 
shall he honorary ssemhers of thb Unioa. 

Abt. VI.~The oOeers of all hical Sabbath Unions formed on the basis of this, 
shall be members of this Union. 

An. VfI.~The oflkers of this Union shall be a President, Vice Presidents, 
Bseretary, Beeordinf Secretary, Treaiinrer, aod Auditor, who shell perform the 
dnties costomarily assifoed to soch olBcers, and shall hold their oOces till others 



Abt. Vin.— There shall be an Bxecotive Committee of five members, who with 
the SeereUries, who shall be members, ex officio, shall direct end superintend the 
ceneem s of this Union ; fill such vacancies as may occur in iheir body between tlw 
meetinfs of the Union, end uke such measures es may, in their joda meat, be best 
adapted sMst extensively to eocomplish Its benevolent objeeu 

Abt. TX.F.The Seereury, under the direction of the Executive Committee, shall 
de v ote his time and attention to the object of this Union. And in the execuUon of 
the duties of his oflhse, he shell meke appropriate communications to profeseors of 
ffoUfion of every name ; to profbssional men, and men in public life ; to parents 
teeehers, and fuardiens ; to youth of all descriptions, and especially such as from 
their situation are peculiarly exposed to violations of the Sabbath ; and set befoie 
them the pernleious tendency and ruinons conseauunces of this defradina and de- 
etmetive viee ; and the freat and numerous blessings which are connected with the 

t:^^^^ ^}^^ "y • ••*^ J? •••*.!' '"^ *" •" •"•*•*»»• '^T*. " «>«iH«tion 
with the friends of this eause,and in relienoe on the Divine blessinf , to induce all 
persons te absuia f^om worldly business, travelinf and amusement, and to attend 

tim, t^ifiir worihi|i of <l*kl, im the Lord^ day. 

^Ji'-ilft ™'"'*' • *'\ ' 1' '■ Union, wouM ever be deeply impressed with the truth, 
SfaTfii^llM';':""''^ "';?S*"' •»»««>«« »»*J«"l*ntly and perseverinfly employed 
y^iM M*«^MMhm*.TH r>f this great and good object, their dependent; for suceese 

tULTlJr^ *". .'-" **" *? 4? " •' ^"." S^^'^'H i " •««! who can, through 
A!^^7uiltih!* '*** ** remembered and kepi, according to'his WUI, 

ihf V^ihl*?^ *^\\\ '" •" AnnualMeeiIng of; this Union to hear the Report of 
Nj^u'tJ^LS^**"^ •'^*** ••^''* •"** ^'•"••** '"*** buslmmswmay 

liifiiiL. J!*"L*^'^'**^ir •"•y *» •»*•£!•'» «» Mcommendatlou of the Exec«. 
iSiSr^ ' If • T«i« #f two tMtdt or the M«bers prateut, at any leffukr 
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No. I. 
PERMANENT SABBATH DOCUMENTS. 



Ends for which the Sabbath was appainied^ and 
Reasons why it should be observed 

Man is mortal and immortal. His body will soon 
die, and mingle with the dust. His soul will live, 
in a state of conscious, intelligent, moral, and ac- 
countable existence, forever. Knowledge is the food 
by which it grows in piety, wisdom, usefulness, and 
bliss. Of all the knowledge of which it is capable, 
the knowledge of God and of Jesus Christ is the 
most important. This is life — eternal life. 

One grand object of Jehovah, in all his dealings 
with men, is to manifest himself, and give to them 
correct views of his character and wUl. This is 
designed to lead them to exercise right feelings and 
pursue a right course of conduct towards him, them- 
selves, and one another. By so doing, they will 
glorify their Maker, benefit themselves, and do the 
greatest good to their fellow-men. 

For this God stretched out the heavens, and laid 
the foundations of the earth ; created man, and made 
him lord of this lower world. For this he es- 
tablished for him various institutions and laws. 
Among them was the institution of the Sabbath, or 
a day of weekly rest from secular business and cares, 
of special devotion to the public worship of God, and 
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the promotion of the spiritual and eternal interests 
of men. 

The first great institution established in Paradise, 
for the human race, was that of marriage. This 
lays the foundation for families, and for social rela- 
tions among men. The second great institution, 
established also in Paradise for the race, was that of 
the Sabbath. This was designed to regulate fami- 
lies, to point out the period for labor and the period 
for rest ; for the public worship of God, and of spe- 
cial devotion to spiritual and eternal concerns. So 
important was this arrangement to the glory of God 
and to the welfare of men, that with reference to it 
he regulated his own conduct in the creation of the 
world. He wrought six days — himself. He then 
came out in the face of creation, and rested one 
day. He thus gave to this arrangement of six days 
for labor, and one for rest, the sanction of his high 
and holy example. This was the proportion which 
would, in all ages, be suited to the nature of men, 
adapted to their capacities, and essential to the sup- 
ply of their wants. With reference to it, time itself 
was to be divided, not into days, or months, or years, 
merely, or into any periods measured by the revolu- 
tions of the earth or the heavenly bodies, but into 
weeks — periods of seven days; six for labor, and 
one for rest and special devotion to spiritual things. 
This division of time, measured by the conduct aiid 
will of God, and by the capacities and wants of 
men, was, among those who should know and do 
his will, to be as permanent and as universal as 
though it were measured by the revolutions of the 
earth or the heavenly bodies. It was to be, in all 
ages and all countries, a sign of the covenant be- 
tween Crod and his people ; an emblem and a fore^ 
. taste of the rest which remaineth for them, and li 
special season of preparation fc^ its eternal joys. 
For this loasmi, Jehovah not only kept it bimselfi 
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but he sanctified it, or set it apart from other dMjn 
for this special purpose. He also blessed it, and with 
such a fulness of blessings that they flow oat, to 
those who keep it, not only on that day, but through 
all the other days of the week. They are blessed 
in their bodies and souls, in their going out and 
their coming in, and in all their ways. 

In the fifty-eighth chapter of Isaiah and thirteenth 
Terse, Jehovah speaks as if the keeping of the Sab- 
bath were obedience, or would promote obedience, to 
all his commands, and thus insure his blessing : " If 
thou turn away thy foot from doing thy pleasure on 
my holy day, and call the Sabbath a delight, th« 
holy of the Lord, honorable ; and shalt honor him, 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words ; then shall 
thou delight thyself in the Lord ; and I will cause 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth, and 
feed thee with the heritage of Jacob, thy father ; 
for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 

In the seventeenth chapter of Jeremiah and twen- 
ty-first verse, we have an exhibition of the same 
great principle : '' Thus saith the Lord ; Take heed 
to yourselves, and bear no burden on the Sabbath 
day, nor bring it in by the gates of Jerusalem. Neither 
carry forth a burden out of your houses on the Sab- 
bath day, neither do ye any work, but hallow ye the 
Sabbath day, as I commanded your fathers. But 
they obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made 
their neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive 
instruction. And it shall come to pass, if ye dili- 
gently hearken unto me, saith the Lord, to bring in 
no burden through the gates of this city on the Sab- 
bath day, but hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work 
therein ; then shall there enter into the gates of this 
city kings and princes sitting upon the throne of Da- 
vid, riding in chariots and on horses, they and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of 
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CONSTITUTION 



AMSBIOAV AVB FOBSIOV SABBATH VHIOH. 



Abtiolb 1«— Thia Attoeiation shall be ealled, Thb Ambucar awd Fobbioit 
Sabbath Urior. 

Art. II.— The object of thti Union thall be, by the universal diffusion of infor- 
mation, by united example and liind moral influence, to endeavor to persuade all 
persons to abstain from worldly business, traveling and amusement, and attend the 
public worship of God on the Lord^s day. 

Abt. III.— All persons who sign this Constitution shall be members of this 
Uniott. 

Art. IV. — Distinguished friends of the Sabbath, on recommendation of the 
Executive Committee, may be elected as members of this Union. 

Abt. V. — Clergymen who pay thirtjr dollars, and laymen who pay fifty dollars, 
■hall be honorary members of this Union. 

Abt. VI.— The officers of all local Sabbath Unions formed on the basis of this, 
■hall be members of this Union. 

Abt. VII.— The officers of this Union shall be a President, Vice Presidents, 
Secretary, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, and Auditor, who shall perform the 
duties customarily assigned to such officers, and shall hold their offices till others 
are appointed. 

Aht. VIII.— There ifcaTl be an Executive Committee of five memliers, who with 
the Secretaries, who shall be members, ex officio, shall direct and superintend the 
concerns of this Union ; fill such vacancies as may occur in their body between the 
meetings of the Union, and take such measures as may, in their judgment, be best 
adaptmi roost extensively to accomplish its benevolent object. 

Abt. IX.^The Secretary, under the direction of the Executive Committee, shall 
devote his time and attention to the object of this Union. And in the execution of 
the duties of his office, he shall make appropriate communications to professors of 
religion of every name ; to professional men, and men in public life ; to parents 
teachers, and guardians : to youth of all descriptions, and especially such as from 
their situation are peculiarly exposed to violations of the Sabbath ; and set before 
them the pernicious tendency and ruhioua conseijuences of this degrading and de- 
structive vice ; and the great and numerous blessings which are connected with the 
due observance of that day ; and be shall labor in all suitable ways, in connection 
with the friends of this cause, and in reliance on the Divine blessing, to induce all 
persons to abstain from worldly business, traveling and amusemen^ and to attend 
the public worship of God, on the Lord^s day. 

And the members of this Union, would ever be deeply impressed with the truth, 
that while all appropriato means should be diligently and perseveringly employed 
for the accomplishment of this great and good object, their dependence *for success 
must be plaeed on Hih who is '* Lobo or tbb Sabbath-,** and who can, through 
human instrumentality, cause it to be remembered and kept, according to his will, 
throughout the earth. 

Abt. X.— There shall be an Annual Meeting of this Union to hear the Report of 
the Executive Committee; appoint ofileert^aod traosact such bttsioass as may 
regularl|ri»maft«0H« it. 

Abt. ZI.— This Constitution may be altered, on rocomnsendation of the Exec«- 
Uve Comodttee, by a vote of two tkitdfe' df the members present, at any regular 
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^nm^er and JUMity rf his subjeeU^ and comrnum* 
QfU^f to a grwt^r extent than can othermse be dtm^f 
tfi4 benefits of his holy and perfect reign. 

Th^ keeping of the Sabbath promotes the same 
end in another way, by directing attention to Je- 
boTab, not merely as the Creator, but as the Pre- 
l^nrer and Benefactor, of men. Not only is it true 
tbiu ^*of him are all things," but equally true 
tlvit "^ him are all things." He is not only 
the Former of our bodies and the Father of our 
^irits, but '^ in him we live, and more, and hare 
our being." He keeps the breath in our nostrils, 
th^ blood flowing in our reins, and the spirit of 
life within us. He not only piled up the moun«- 
tains and scooped out the valleys, made the chan- 
nels for the river, and the bed for the sea, but he 
Q^aketh the grass to grow upon the moimtains, 
imd the corn to spring in the valleys. His rivera 
run among the hUls. He visiteth the earth and 
W^ter^th it. He maketh it soft with showers, 
and ke blesseth the springing of it. The earth is 
fuU of the riches of his goodness. So is that great 
and wide sea, wherein are things creeping innumer* 
able, and where goeth that Leviathan which he 
hath made to play therein. These all wait upon 
ki$^ and he giveth them their meat. What he 
give|h| they, in ways of his appointment, gather* 
44id when he Tfithholdeth, they die. He openeth 
bis hand s^d supplieth the wants of every living 
thing. Of hifHy and through him, atid to him, are 
qM things. 

npbe Sabbath was designed to make men feel 
this, and lead them to act accordingly; to treat 
lehovah a3 their Maker, Preserver, and Benefactor; 
Wd render to him the obedience which their re* 
liations to him require. 

But to men he has special claims, over and above 
thffs^ whiK^ rwUt firom creation, preservation, and 
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the bestowment of all temporal farors. When they, 
by rebellion, were lost, — when there was no eye to 
pity and no arm to save, — then his eye pitied and liit 
arm brought salvation. He laid help for them jpon 
one who was mighty, and who came to take away 
their sins by the sacrifice of himself. Though 
he was rich, for their sakes he became poor, that 
they, through his poverty, might be rich. He waa 
wounded for their transgressions, and bniised for 
their iniquities. The chastisement of their peac« 
was upon him, and by his stripes they are healed. 
He bare their sins in his own body on the tree; 
entered the holy place with his blood, and ob- 
tained eternal redemption for them. Nor did ho 
merely die for their sins. He rose again for their 
justification. And he now lives, and makes inf- 
tercession for them, and offers them all the ble8»- 
ings of his salvation, without money and without 
price. Whosoever will may come to him, and 
them that come he will in no wise cast out 
Though their sins be as scarlet, they shall be white 
as snow; though they be red like crimson, they 
shall be as wool. From all their filthiness and 
their idols he will cleanse them. A new heart 
will he give them, and a new spirit put within 
them. He will take away the heart of stone, 
and give them a heart of flesh. He will be their 
God, and they shall be his people. 

Surely they are not their own. They did 
not create themselves. They do not preserve them- 
selves. They are not the authors of the blessings 
which they enjoy. Above all, they "are bought 
with a price," and "redeemed not with corrupti- 
ble things, as silver, and gold, but with the precious 
blood of Clirist," who loved them, and gave him- 
self for them, that whosoever believeth-on him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

Such are some of the truths which the SalH 
2 
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bath inculcates. It eommemorates the wofA of 
Oodf as Creator J PreeerveTy Benefactor^ and lie* 
deemer. It is the day which the Lord has made for 
this purpose, and which he blesses to this end. It 
also points to a rising Saviour, a finiiAed redemp- 
tion, deliverance, through grace, from an eternal hell, 
and exaltation to an eternal heaven. And it is a 
powerful means of leading men to live not unto 
themselves, but unto Him who died for them, and 
rose again ; and thus to glorify him in body aikl 
spirit, which are preeminently his. 

They are his by creation, his by preservation, aiMl 
his by all the blessings which they enjoy. They 
are his by redemption ; and his, through the influence 
of the Sabbath and its attendant means of grace, 
they may be, and, if not rejected, will be, by adop-> 
Oanj and heirship to an inheritance incorruptible, 
nndefiled, and not to fade away. 

Thus the Sabbath was designed to commemorate 
and enforce the rights of God — those which result 
from creation, preservation, and redemption. 

His right to men, to all which they possess, or 
can obtain, and to all things, is higher and more 
perfect than does or can belong to any other being. 
His rights are original, independent, eternal. His 
are the kingdom, the power, and the glory. His 
the absolute ownership, the rightful possession, and 
the just final disposal of all things. For he hath 
created all, and for his pleasure they are and were 
created. And his pleasure is always right, always 
perfect, and promotive of the highest good of all 
who obey him. 

One conclusion which results from the above- 
mentioned truths, and to which we mvite universal 
attention, is, Whatever Jehovah doeSj or suffers to 
ie donsy he wrongs no one. 

Though his way be in the great deep, his goings 
past finding out, and the reasons of his dealings to 
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mortals are not known, yet he has msoos; gooa 
leascHis, the best reasons ; reasons which, like hinH 
self, are perfect, and which, when published, wttt 
lead all the good to cry, '< Alleluia! for the Loidi 
God omnipotent reigneth." 

When he lets the winds out of his fists, and they 
sweep the ocean, break the pride of navies, and sink 
the treasures of a thousand hearts, he wrongs no one. 
When he suffers a fire to be kindled, and insurers 
and insured see their all go np in smoke, he wrongs 
BO one. 

If, with his providential finger, he touch the cur- 
rency, or the commerce of a country, and all is ia 
confusion, and the wise men, the great, and th« 
mighty men who try to adjust it, dash one against 
another, like the waves of the sea, and accumulated 
millions vanish, he wrongs no one. Though he 
tnrn the fruitful field into a wilderness, and the mart 
of nations into a desert, he wrongs no one. When 
he comes and lays his hand on that little child who 
has just opened its eyes on creation, and it closes 
them and passes away, he does not wrong even Asr 
who gave it birth; ''for the Lord gave, and the 
Lord hath taken " only his awn. And though he 
doeth his pleasure in the armies of heaven, among 
the inhabitants of earth, and with all things through* 
out the universe, he doeth all things welL 

This the Sabbath was a^^inted to make men 
feel, and lead them to say, in view of all that Ck>d 
does, '' It is the Lord : let him do as seemeth good 
in his sight." ''Though the fig-tree lAould not 
blossom, and there be no fruit in the vine, the labor 
of the olive fail, and the fields yield no meat, the 
flocks be cut off from the fold, and there be no herd 
in the stall, yet will I rejoice in the Lord, and joy 
in the Ood of my salvation." " Though he day 
me, yet will I trust in Atm." 

Another conclusion, which results from the &Qii 
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tbove mentioned, is, that men have no rights to any 
thing but those which God gives them. Their rights 
are derived and dependent. Without information 
from the Giver, they would never know what these 
rights are. This inforniation he has given in the 
Bible ; all of which is given by inspiration of God, 
and is profitable for doctrine, reproof, correction, and 
instruction in righteousness, that men who receive 
and obey it may become perfect, and be thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works. It shows them what 
to believe, wherein they are wrong, and how to re- 
turn to that which is right. It instructs them in 
what is right, in feeling and conduct, toward God, 
themselves, and their fellow-men ; and it sets before 
them the highest motives to do it. It is the voice 
of God to the soul, testifying words by which it 
may be enlightened, sanctified, and saved. 

For this reason every person should own a copy 
search it daily as the word of God, with earnest sup- 
plication for the teaching of his Spirit ; and as they 
know his will, they should do it. They will then 
know the truth, and the truth will make them free. 
God will shine into their minds, and give them the 
light of the knowledge of his glory in the face of 
Jesus Christ. In his light they will see light, and 
will become light in the Lord. They will know 
him, and Jesus Christ, whom he has sent, and will 
let the light of holiness so shine that others will be 
led to glorify their Father in heaven. 

They will also know their rights, learn the way 
to exercise them to the mutual good of all, and be 
disposed to take that way. And they will know that 
the right to work seven days in a week is not one 
of them. That right God never gave. That right 
no roan ever had. . That right no man can get. 
Human governments cannot give it. It was never 
given to them. They do not |)osse6s it They 
eannot obtain it, nor can they bestow it upon others. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



n 

"Hieii will all men know, too, thai if any cmey ia 
the government or out of the goremmenti takea 
ieven days each week for secular business and gaini 
he does it wholly without right. 

For such purposes the Sabbath was not made or 
given to man. It is not theirs. And an honest 
man will not knowingly take what is not his. He 
will be content with that which belongs to hini| 
and will conscientiously abstain from taking more. 
The Sabbath, for secular business and gain, belongs 
to no man, and no honest man, who knows thiS| 
will take it. This should be understood by all. 

As the Bible and the knowledge of &cts are dis- 
seminated, and the will of God made known, it will 
be understood, through the length and breadth of 
the country, and throughout the world. Honeal 
men, who know the truth in regard to the Sabbath, 
will act accordingly. They are doing it to a great 
extent now. The manner in which men treat the 
Sabbath is developing their character, and showing 
whether they are contented with the periods of labor 
which belong to them, or are disposed to take more^ 
If they are intelligently disposed to take more, they 
are not, at heart, honest men. 

To six days, for secular business, men have a 
right. God has given it. ''Six days rtialt thou 
labor, and do all thy work." Why must men do 
eUl their work in six days of the week ? Because 
there are no more days, in which to work. God 
never made but six working days. He never gave 
,any m(»re. No man has any more. 

Yet another day is added to every week. To 
that, also, every man has a right, for the purpose 
for which it was made. He has a right to remen^ 
ber it ; that, at such a time, it will come ; and to <mler 
all his worldly concerns in such a manner as to be 
prepared for it. When it comes, he has a right to 
keep it holy to the Lord ; not as a day of worldly 
2* 
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business ; but as a day of rest, and of special devo^ 
tion to the worship of God and to the spiritual good 
of men. This is the right of the pooTy as really as 
of the rich ; of servants, as well as of masters. All 
have a right to labor six days in a week, because 
God has given it. All have a right to rest one day 
in seven, because God has given that. His com- 
mand is, " Remember the Sabbath day, and keep 
it holy. In it thou shalt not do any work ; thou, 
nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, 
nor thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger 
that is within thy gates ; " and all men have a right, 
and it is their duty, to obey him. 

This right does not come from men. It comes 
from God. Like the right to live, to see the sun, 
and breathe the air, it vests in humanity, and is tV 
mlienable. No human government gave it, and no 
human government, without deep injustice, can take 
it away. 

Though government is an ordinance of God, and 
magistrates are his ministers, designed to be a terror 
to evil-doers, and a praise to them that do well, yet 
it was not instituted to give rights, but to guard 
them ; to protect men in the enjoyment of them, 
and in the proper application of them to the con- 
cerns of this life. The right to keep the Sabbath 
lies back of human government, and rests on the 
same foundation with government itself; namely, 
the revealed will of God, and the wants of the hu- 
man family. 

There is not a laborer on the canal, or railroad, 
in the manufactory or workshop, or in any depart- 
ment of worldly business, who has not a right, when 
the Sabbath comes, to keep it holy to the Lord ; to 
worship him, and promote the spiritual good of men. 
This right is understood, asserted, and maintained, 
by increasing numbers. TTie crew of a vessel in 
one of our harbors was ordered by the captain to 
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labor on the Sabbath, in preparation fi>r a voyaga. 
They refused, assigning as a reason their right to 
rest on the Sabbath while in the harbor, and to at- 
tend to the appropriate duties of that day. The 
captain dismissed them, and attempted to procure 
another crew. He applied to numbers who refused. 
He then met an old sailor, and asked him if he 
would ship. He said, " No ! " " Why not ? " said 
the captain. ^' Because," said the sailor, " the num 
who will rob the Almighty of his day, I should be 
afraid, would, if he could, rob me of my wages.'' 
The captain could not find a crew, and on Monday 
was glad to take the old one. They engaged again, 
and showed by their conduct, that the keeping of 
the Sabbath had fitted them the better for the duties 
of the week. 

A man was applied to, and offered a large salary, 
to superintend the running of the cars on a railroad. 
He consented to take the office on condition that no 
cars should run on the Sabbath. This caused the 
board of directors to discuss the question whether 
they should confine the running of the cars to the 
six working days. A part were in favor of it ; but 
two, who were very rich, were opposed to it, and 
had sufficient influence to turn the vote the wrong 
way. The man refused to accept the office. " It 
will not do for me," said he, " to work on the Sab- 
bath. I know how it will end. I have seen it 
tried, till I am satisfied. It is the way to fail and 
come to nothing." Soon after, one of those rich 
men did fail. The other died. Did either of them 
receive any lasting benefit from the running of their 
cars on the Sabbath ? And do men ordinarily, on 
the whole, gain any thing valuable in that way? 

Another man, who had been accustomed to go 
with the cars on week days, informed his wife that 
he had been requested to go with the cars on the 
Sabbath. She replied, <' I take it for granted that 
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fovL do not intend to go." Such was her confidence 
m her husband, that she took it for granted that he 
would not do a wicked thing for money. He told 
her that, if he should not go, he might lose his 
place ; that he had no Other employment, the times 
were hard, and he had a family to support. '^ I 
know it," said she, " but I hope you will not foi^et 
ths^, if a man cannot support a family by keeping 
the Sabbath, he certainly cannot support them by 
breaking it " — a sentence which ought to be written 
in letters of gold, and held up to the view of all 
Christendom. If a man cannot support a family by 
keeping the Sabbath, he certainly cannot support 
them by breaking it " I am very glad," said the 
man, '* that you think so. I think so myself. That 
was what I wanted — to see whether we think 
alike." He told the superintendent that he liked his 
situation, and should be very sorry to lose it, but 
that he could not go with the mail on the Sabbath ; 
that he wished to attend public worship, and go with 
his children to the Sabbath school. He did not 
lose his place, nor did he suffer in a pecuniary point 
of view. He prospered more than before, and lives 
to bear his testimony, not only to the duty, but to 
the utility, even for this world, of keeping the Sab- 
bath. The prospects of children whose parents go 
regularly with them to the house of God on the Sab- 
bath, are far different from those of children whose 
parents go with the rail-cars, or engage in secular 
business on that day. The Lord visits the iniquities 
of the fathers upon the children to the third and 
fourth generation of those who hate him, and shows 
mercy to thousands of those who love him and 
keep his commandments. In the way of righteous- 
ness there is life, and in the pathway thereof there 
is no death. 

There is a seirae in whicb, under God, a man 
owns himself. But be has no such title even to 
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himself, as gives him a right to employ himself m 
worldly business on the Sabbath. That right was 
not given, when his body and soul were given. 
When a man buys a horse he owns him. But ho 
has no such title as gives him a right to use the 
horse in secular business on the Sabbath. That 
right was not given, when the horse was given. A 
man raises an ox on his farm ; but that gives him 
no right to employ the^east in worldly business on 
the Sabbath. That right was not given, when the 
beast was given. On the contrary, that right was 
expressly withheld by the Maker and Owner of the 
beast. Though the heaven of heavens cannot con* 
tain him, yet he cares even for oxen, and provides 
for their wants. He has guarantied to them one 
day of rest in seven, and he will not suffer any one 
to deprive them of it with impunity. 

Men have a right to fire and to water. But it it 
only for the purposes for which those elements were 
made. A man has no such right to fire that he 
may throw it into his neighbor's building. He has 
no such right to water that he may drown his 
neighbor's child in it. And he has no such right to 
fire, or water, as makes it proper to kindle the one, 
or raise the steam of the other, to run a rail-car on 
the Sabbath, for purposes of worldly gain. That 
right was not given, when the fire and water were 
given. Nor was the wind given to take a vessel 
from the harbor on the Sabbath, carrying the sailors 
away from the house of God and all the means of 
grace, for the purpose of making money. And 
men have no moral right to employ it for that end. 

They have no right to the elements, or the 
animals, except for the purposes for which they 
were made and given to men. To be employed 
in secular business on the Sabbath is not one of 
those purposes* No man has a right so to em* 
ploy them, and if he does so, it is wholly without 
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right. It is also in opposition to an expren statute^ 
written, by the finger of Ood, on tables of stone, 
among the permanent, unchanging laws of h» king- 
dom, which will be binding, in their spirit, upon all 
who shall know them, in all countries, to the end 
of time. 

It is in opposition to another law ; not merely t& 
that which was written on the tables of stone, but 
to a law written, by the finger of Qod, on the na- 
t%ire of both man and beast. They were not made 
for seven days^ labor in a week, and they cannot en* 
dure it, without lessening their health and shorten* 
ing their lives. 

The sabbatical institution is not a positive, or 
moral institution merely. It is based upon a natth' 
ral law. And if it is the duty of laboring men 
not to commit suicide, it is their duty to keep the 
Babbath. 

In the year 1832, the British House of Commons 
appointed a committee to investigate the effects of 
laboring seven days in a week, compared with those 
of laboring only six, and resting one. That com** 
mittee consisted of Sir Andrew Agnew, Sir Robert 
Peel, Sir Robert Inglis, Sir Thomas Baring, Sir 
George Murray, Fowell , Buxton, Lord Morpeth, 
Lord Ashley, Lord Viscount Sandon, and twenty 
other members of Parliament. They examined a 
great number of witnesses, of various professions 
and employments. Among them was John Richard 
Parre, M. D., of London ; of whom they speak as 
"an acute and experienced physician." The fol- 
lowing is his testimony : — 

" I have practised as a phyacian between thirty 
and forty years; and, during the early part of my 
life, as the physician of a public medical institution, 
I had charge of the poor in one of the most popu* 
lous districts of London. I have had occasion to 
observe the effect of the observance and non-obser- 
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Tance of the seventh day of rest daring this time. 
I hiLTe been in the habit, during a great many years, 
of considering the uses of the Sabbath, and of 
d[)serving its o^^e^ The abuses are chiefly mani- 
fested in lsdK>r and dissipation. Its use, medically 
spesdcing, is that of a day of rest. As a day of 
rest, I view it as a day of compensation for the in- 
adequate restorative power of the body under con- 
tinned labor and excitement. A physician always 
has respect to the preservation of the restorative 
power; because, if once this be lost, hb healing 
office is at an end. A physician is anxious to pre- 
serve the balance of circulation, as necessary to the 
restorative power of the body. The ordinary exer- 
tions of man run dotan the circulation every day 
of his life ; and the first general law of nature, by 
which God prevents man from destroying himself, 
is the alternating of day and night, that repose may 
succeed action. But, although the night appa- 
rently equalizes the circulation, yet it does not 
sufficiently restore its balance for the attainment of 
a long life. Hence, one day in seven, by the 
bounty of Providence, is thrown in as a day of 
compensation, to perfect, by its repose, the animal 
system. You may easily determine this question, 
as a matter of fact, by trying it on beasts of burden. 
Take that fine animal, the horse, and work him to 
the full extent of his powers every day in the 
week, or give him rest one day in seven, and you 
will soon perceive, by the superior vigor with 
which he performs his functions on the other six 
days, that this rest is necessary to his well-being. 
Man, possessing a superior nature, is borne along by 
the very vigor of his mind, so that the injury of 
continued diurnal exertion and excitement on his 
animal system is not so immediately apparent as it 
18 in the brute; but, in the long run, he breaks 
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down more suddenly ; it abridges the length of his 
life, and that vigor of his old age which (as to mere 
animal power) ought to be the object of his preser- 
vation. I consider, therefore, that, in the bountiful 
provision of Providence for the preservation of 
human life, the sabbatical appointment is not, as 
it has been sometimes theologicdly viewed, simply 
a precept partaking of the nature of a political 
institution, but that it is to be numbered amongst 
the natural duties, if the preservation of life be 
admitted to be a duty, and the premature destruc- 
tion of it a suicidal act. This is said simply as a 
physician, and without reference at all to the theo- 
logical question,- but if you consider further the 
proper effects of real Christianity, namely, peace of 
mind, confiding trust in God, and good-will to man, 
you will perceive in this source of renewed vigor to 
the mind, and through the mind to the body, an 
additional spring of life imparted from this higher 
use of the Sabbath as a holy rest. Were I to pur- 
sue this part of the question, I should be touching 
on the duties committed to the clergy : but this I 
will say, — that researches in physiology^ by the 
analogy of the working of Providence in nature, 
will show that the divine commandment is not to be 
considered as an arbitrary enactment, but as an 
appointment necessary to man. This is the position 
in which I would place it, as contradistinguished 
from precept and legislation ; I would point out the 
sabbatical rest as necessary to man, and that the 
great enemies of the Sabbath, and consequently the 
enemies of man, are, all laborious exercises of the 
body or mind, and dissipation, which force the cir- 
culation on that day in which it should repose; 
while relaxation from the ordinary cares of life, the 
enjoyment of this repose in the bosom of one's 
family, with the religious studies and duties which 
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the day etijdiiw,— not one of which, if rightly el- 
ercised, tends to abridge life, — constitute the bene* 
ficial and appropriate serrice^of the day. 

** I have found it essential to my own well-being, 
as a physieian, to abridge my labor on the Sabbath 
to what is actually necessary. I have fre<iuently 
observed the premature death of medical men from 
continued exertion. In warm climates and in active 
service this is painfully apparent. I have advised 
the clergyman also, in lieu of his Sabbath, to re^ 
one day in the week ; it forms a continual prescript 
tion of mine. I have seen many destroyed by theit 
duties on that day ; and to preserve others, I have 
frequently suspended them, for a season, from the 
discharge of those duties. I would say, further, 
that, quitting the grosser evils of mere animal living 
from over-stimulation and undue exercise of body, 
the working of the mind in one continued train of 
thought is destructive of life in the most distin- 
guished class of society, and that senators them- 
selves stand in need of reform in that particular. I 
have observed many of them destroyed by neglect- 
ing this economy of life. Therefore, to all men, of 
whatever class, who must necessarily be occupied 
six days in the week, I would recommend to abstain 
on the seventh ; and, in the course of life, by giving 
to their bodies the repose, and to their minds the 
change of ideas, suited to the day, they would as- 
suredly gain by it. In fact, by the increased vigor 
imparted, more mental work would be accom- 
plished in their lives. A human being is so con- 
stituted that he needs a day of rest both from 
mental and bodily labor." 

Such is the opinion of this distinguished man. 

Nor is it peculiar to him. Other physicians of great 

eminence, and in great numbers, have expressed th# 

same ; and focts show that this opinion is corrects 

3 
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Men who labor seven da/y$ in a week are net as 
healthy, and do not ordinarily live as long as those 
who work but six, and rest one. Many a man has 
lost his reason and his life, who, had he kept the 
Sabbath, might have continued to enjoy them. 

The celebrated Wilberforce ascribes his continu-* 
ance for so long a time, under such a pressure of 
cares and labors, in no small degree, to his conscien- 
tious and habitual observance of the Sabbath. " O 
what a blessed day," he says, ^'is the Sabbath, 
which allows us a precious interval wherein to 
pause, to come out from the thickets of worldly con- 
cerns, and give ourselves up to heavenly and spirit- 
ual objects. Observation and my own experience 
have convinced me that there is a special blessing on 
a right employm^ent of these intervals. One of their 
prime objects, in my judgment, is, to strengthen our 
impressions of invisible things, and to induce a 
habit of living much under their influence." " O, 
what a blessing is Sunday, interposed between the 
waves of worldly business, like the divine path of 
the Israelites through Jordan." " Blessed be God, 
who hath appointed the Sabbath, and interposed 
these seasons of recollection." '' It is a blessed thing 
to have the Sunday devoted to God." " There is 
nothing in which I would recommend you to be 
more strictly conscientious than in keeping the Sab- 
bath holy. By this I mean not only abstaining 
from all unbecoming sports, and common business, 
but from consuming time in frivolous conversation^ 
paying or receiving visits, which, among relations, 
often leads to a sad waste of this precious day. I 
can truly declare that to me the Sabbath has been 
invaluable" 

In writing to his friend, he says, " I am strongly 
impressed by the recollection of your endeavor to 
prevail upon the lawyers to give up Sunday consul- 
tations, in which poor Romilly would not concur." 
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What became of this same poor Romilly,* who 
would not consent, even at the solicitation of his 
friend, to give up Sunday consultations? He lost 
his reason, and terminated his own life. Pour years 
afterwards, Castlereagh came to the same untimely 
end. When Wilberforce heard of it, he exclaimed, 
"Poor fellow! He was certainly deranged — the 
effect, probably, of continued wear of mmd. The 
strong impression on my mind is, that it is the effect 
of the non-observance of the Sabbath; both as to 
abstracting from politics, and from the constant re- 
curring of (he same reflections, and as correcting 
the false views of worldly things, and bringing them 
down to their true diminutiveness. 

" Poor Castlereagh ! He was the last man in the 
world who appeared to be likely to be carried away 
into the commission of such an act ; so cool, so self- 
possessed." " It is curious to hear the newspapers 
speaking of incessant application to business ; forget- 
ting that by the weekly admission of a day of rest, 
which our Maker has enjoined, our faculties woufd 
be preserved from the effect of this constant strain." 
Being reminded again, by the death of Castlereagh, 
of the case of Sir Samuel Romilly, he said, "If he 
had suffered his mind to enjoy such occasional re- 
mission, it is highly probable that the strings of life 
would never have snapped from over-tension. Alas I 
alas ! Poor fellow ! " 

Well might Dr. Parre say, " The working of mind 
in one continued train of thought is destructive of 
life in the most distinguished class of society; and 
senators themselves need reform in that particular. 
I have observed many of them destroyed by neg- 
lecting this economy of life.'* 

A distinguished financier, charged with an im- 
mense amount of property during the great peconi- 

* Sir Samuel . Romally, folioitor'feneisl of England diving At 
administration of Fox, who terminated hia life NoTember 2, 1818. 
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iirr prtssora of 183$ and '37, said, '' I should have 
been a dead man, had it not been for the Sabbath. 
Obliged to work from morning till night, through 
the whole week, I felt on Saturday, especially 
Saturday afternoon, as if I fnust have rest. It was 
like going into a dense fog. Every thing looked 
d^k and gloomy, as if nothing could be saved. I 
dnnnissed all, and kept the Sabbath in the good old 
way, On Monday it was all bright sunshine. I 
could see through, and I got through. But had it 
not been for the Sabbath, I have no doubt I should 
have been in the grave." 

A distinguished merchant, who, for the last twenty 
years, has done a vast amount of business, remarked 
to the writer, " Had it not been for the Sabbath, I 
have no doubt I should have been a maniac long 
agp," This was mentioned in a company of mer- 
chants, when one rei|iarked, " That is the case ex- 
actly with Mr. . He was one of our greatest 

ijpporters. He used to say that the Sabbath was the 
best day in the week to plan successful voyages; 
lAiowing that his mind had no Sabbath. He has 
been in the Insane Hospital for years, and will prob- 
ably die there." Many men are there, or in the 
maniac's grave, because they had no Sabbath. They 
broke a law of nature, and of nature's God, and 
fbund " the way of transgressors to be hard." Such 
cases are so numerous that a British writer remarks, 
'^ We never knew a man work seven days in a 
week, who did not kill himself, or kill his mind." 

Thomas Sewall, M. D., professor of pathology and 
the practice of medicine in the Columbian College, 
Washington, D. C, remarks, ** While I consider il 
the more important design of the institution of the 
Sabbath to assist in religious devotion and advance 
man'^ spirit^ial welfare, I have long held the opinion 
that one of its chief benefits has reference to his 
physio«U and inteUecUml constitution ; afibrding him, 
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as it does, one day in seven for the renoration of hb 
exhausted energies of body and mind ; a propcnrtion 
of time small enough, according to the results of my 
observation, for the accomplishment of this objeet. 
I have remarked, as a general fact, that those to 
whom the Sabbath brings the most entire rest from 
their habitual labors, perform the secular duties of 
the week more vigorously, and better than thost 
who continue them without intermission. For a 
number of years, I have been in close intimacy and 
intercourse with men in public life, officers of the 
government, and representatives in the national legis- 
lature, and eminent jurists, whose labors are gener- 
ally great, and whose duties are arduous and pressing. 
Some of them have considered it their privilege, as 
well as their duty, to suspend their public func- 
tions, while others have continued them to the going 
down of the Sabbath sun. Upon the commence- 
ment of the secular week, the one class arise with 
all their powers invigorated and refredied, while the 
other come to their duties with body and mind 
jaded and out of tone. 1 have no hesitation in de* 
daring it as my opinion that, if the Sabbath were 
universally observed, as a day of devotion and of 
rest from secular occupations, far more work of body 
and mind toould be accomplished, and be better done; 
more health would be enjoy edj with more of wealth 
and independence, and we should have far less of 
crime, and poverty, and suffering^ 

Reuben D. Mussey, M. D., professor of surgery in 
the Ohio Medical Gollege, remains, *' The Sabbath 
should be regarded as a most benevolent institution, 
adapted alike to the physical, mental, and moral 
wants of man. The experiment has been made 
with animals, and the value of one day's rest vbl 
seven, for those that labor, in .recruiting thdr ener- 
gies and prolonging their activity, has been estab- 
lished beyond a doubt. In addition to constant 
3* 
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bodny labor, the corroding influence of inccsnnt 
wtental exertion and solicitude cannot fail to induce 
premature decay, and to shorten life. And there 
cannot be a reasonable doubt, that, under the due ob- 
lerv^ance of the Sabbath, life would, on the average, 
be prolonged more than one seventh of its whole 
period; that is^ more than seven years in fifty.'* 

John P. Hanrison, M. D., professor of materia med- 
ica in the same institution, adds, ^' The Sabbath was 
made for man. This truth is forcibly exemplified 
fSk the bene&s conferred on the bodies of men by a 
proper observance of God's holy day of rest. Inces* 
•ant, uninterrupted toil wears out the energies of 
man's limited strength. The elasticity of the sin*ing 
is destroyed by unabated pressure. The nervous sys* 
tem is especially relieved by alternations of activity 
and repose, and by diversification of impressions. 
The sacred quietness of the Sabbath takes off from 
the brain that excessive fulness of blood which 
the iBental and bodily exercise of six days is calcu* 
lated to produce. The change of dress, the social 
worship, the physical rest, and the transfer of thought 
uid feeling from earthly interests to higher objects, 
not only harmonize the moral, but they refresh and 
ipvigorate the bodily powers. All experience is ex-^ 
pressive of this universal proposition, that a longer 
Kfe^ and a greater degree of health, are the sure re^ 
suits of a earful regard to the commandment, ' Re* 
member the Sabbath day, to keep it holy.^" 

In the above remarks of Profrasors Mussey and 
Harrison numerous other educated and highly re** 
spectable physicians fully conciu. 

Ebenezer Alden, M. D., of Massachusetts, remarks, 
^ After much reflection, I am satisfied that the Sab- 
hath was made for man, as a physical, as well as an 
inteUedual and moral being. 1 view it as a day of 
eompensation for the inadequate restorative power 
of tfae body, under continued labor and excitement 
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The Sabbath holds the same relation to the week 
that night does to day. It is mercifully tnterpoeed 
as an interruption of labor ; a day when the cares 
and anxieties of life, so far as they relate to the 
body, should be laid aside, that man may recruit his 
strength and renew his exhausted powers. Un- 
necessary labor on the Sabbath is a physical ttn, 
a transgression of a physical law, a law to which 
a penalty is attached, a penalty which cannot be 
evaded. Whoever tramples upon the Sabbath, mak- 
ing it a day of toil, instead of a day of rest, is living 
' too fast,' and will, in consequence, the sooner 
reach Mhat bourn from whence no traveller re- 
turns.' Such is my opinion^ and such, I apprehend, 
will be found to be substantially the opinion of every 
reflecting and well-educated physician." 

At a regular meeting of the New Haven Medical 
Association, composed of twenty-five physicianS| 
among whom were the professors of the Medical 
College, the following questions were conddered :— 

1. Is the position taken by Dr. Farre in his testi- 
mony before the committee of the British House of 
Commons, in your view, correct ? 

2. Will men who labor but six days in a week 
be more healthy and live longer, other things being 
equal, than thoae who labor seven ? 

3. Will they do more work, and do it in a better 
manner ? 

The vote on the above was unamtncmBly in the 
affirmative; signed by Eli Ives, chairman, and Pliny 
A. Jewett, clerk. 

John C. Warren, M. D., of Boston, professor in the 
Medical CoUege of Harvard University, observes, '^I 
concur entirely in the opinion expressed by Dr. 
Farre, whom I personally know as a physician of 
the highest respectability. The utility of observing 
the Ss^bath as a day of rest, considered in a secular 
point of view, rests upon one of the most general of 
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the laws of nature, the law of periodidhf. So far 
as my observation has extended, those persons who 
are in the habit of avoiding worldly cares on the 
Sabbath, are those most remarkable for the perfect 
performance of their duties during the week. The 
influence of a change of thought, on the Sabbath, 
upon the minds of such persons, resembles that of 
the change of food upon the body. It seems to 
give a fresh spring to the mental operations, as the 
latter does to the physical. / have a firm belief 
that such persons are able to do more work, and 
do it in a better manner, in six days, than if they 
worked the whole seven. The breathing of the 
pure and sublime atmosphere of a religious Sab- 
bath refreshes and invigorates the spirit. It forms 
an epoch in our existence from which we receive 
a new impulse, and thus constitutes the best prep- 
aration for the labors of the following week*" 

Gilbert Smith, M. D., late president of the College 
of Physicians in the city of New York, says, " I 
have read with much satisfaction Dr. Farre's testi- 
mony, and unhesitatingly subscribe to his views." 

The opinions of the above and many other dis- 
tinguished medical gentlemen are abundantly con- 
firmed by facts. Men who labor but six days in a 
week are more healthy and strong than those who 
labor seven. They do more work, and live, upon 
an average, to a greater age. This has been strik- 
ingly exemplified in numerous cases. Eight respect- 
able physicians of Rochester, New York, viz., P. 
Backus, M. D. ; J. E. Elwood, M. D. ; M. Strong, 
M. D. ; J. W. Smith, M. D. ; J. Brewster, M. D. ; 
J. H. Hamilton, M. D. ; E. W. Armstrong, M. D. ; 
and M. Long, M. D., have given the following testi- 
mony : " We fully concur in the opinions expressed 
by Drs. Parre and 'Warren. Having most of us lived 
on the Erie Canal since its completion, we have 
unifomUy witnessed the same deteriorating effects 
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of seren days' working upon the pb3rtic«l cooiUtiH 
tion, both of man and beast, as have been ao acly 
depicted by Dr. Fanre." They are more sickly thao 
others, bring upon themselires, in great numbers, a 
premature old age, and sink to an untimely grare. 
Nor k it true that men who labor six days in a 
week, and rest on one, are more healthy, merely, and 
live longer than those who labor seven ; but they ii# 
more workj and in a better manner. The experi- 
ment was tried in England upon two thousand men. 
They were employed for years, seven days in a 
week. To render them contented in giving up 
their right to the Sabbath as a day of rest, thai 
birthright of the human family, they paid them 
double wages on that day, eight days' wages for 
seven days' work. But they could not keep them 
healthy, nor make them moral. Nor can men ever 
be made moral, or kept most healthy in that way. 
Things went badly, and they changed their course — 
employed the workmen only six days in a week, 
and allowed them to rest on the Sabbath. The 
consequence was, that they did more work than 
ever before. This, the superintendent said, was 
owing to two causes, viz., the demoralization of 
ike people under the first system, and their exhaiu* 
Hon of bodily strength^ which was visible to the 
most casual observer. Such a course will always 
demoralize men, and diminish their strength. 

It was tried on the northern frontier of the United 
States, during the last war. When building vessels^ 
making roads, and performing other laborious ser- 
vices, the commander stated that it was not profita* 
ble to employ the men on the Sabbath, for it was 
found that they could not, in the course of thit 
week, do as much work. 

In the year 1839, a committee was appointed in 
the legi^ture of Pennsylvania, who made a report 
with regard to the employment of laborers on tbsir 
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eanals. In that report, they say, in reference to 
those who had petitioned against the employment 
of the workmen on the Sabbath, " They assert, as the 
result of their experience^ that both man and beast 
can do more work by resting one day in seven, than 
by working on the whole seven." They then add, 
"Your committee feel free to confess, that their 
own experience as business men, farmers, or legisla- 
tors, corresponds with the assertion." " - 

The minister of marine in France has addressed 
a letter to all the maritime prefects, directing that 
no workman, except in case of absolute necessity, 
be employed in the government dock-yards on the 
Sabbath. One reason which he gives is, that men 
who do not rest on the Sabbath do not perform as 
much labor during the week, and, of course, that it 
is not profitable to the state to have labor performed 
on that day. Another reason is, that it is useful to 
the state to promote among the laboring classes the 
religious observance of the Sabbath. This is, no 
doubt, the case. And one way to promote among 
the laboring classes the religious observance of the 
Sabbath is, for functionaries of the government to 
suspend their ocular business, and religiously ob* 
serve the day, themselves. Let the distinguished 
classes of society set an example of keeping the 
Sabbath, and others may be expected to follow it. 
And let employers in no case unnecessarily deprive 
those whom they employ of the rest and privileges 
which God has provided for them, and the enjoy- 
ment of which would promote the mutual good of 
all. The policy which seeks to gain by the viola* 
Hon of the laws which infinite wisdom and goodness 
have established, is selfish, short-sighted, and defeats 
its own end. 

The experiment was tried in a large flouring estab- 
lishment. For a number of years, they worked the 
mills seven days in a week. The superintendent 
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was then changed. He ordered all the works to be 
stopped at eleven o'clock on Saturday night, and to 
start none of them till one o'clock on Monday 
morning, thus allowing a full Sabbath every week. 
And the same men, during the year, actually ground 
thousands of bushels more than had ever been 
ground, in a single year, ii\ that establishment be- 
fore. The men, having been permitted to cleanse 
themselves, put on their best apparel, rest from 
worldly business, go with their families to the 
house of God, and devote the Sabbath to its ap- 
propriate duties, were more healthy, moral, punc- 
tual, and diligent. They lost less time in 'drinking, 
dissipation, and quarrels. They were more clear- 
headed and whole4iearted, knew better how to do 
things, and were more disposed to do them in the 
right way. 

This, under similar circumstances, will always 
be the case. Men who labor six days in a week, 
and rest one, can do more work in all kinds of busi- 
ness, and in all parts of the world, and do it in 
a better manner, than those who labor seven. The 
Sabbath was not designed, and it is not adapted, to 
injure men, even in their business for this world, 
but to benefit them ; and those who will not keep 
it reject their own mercies. 

It has been said that those who manufacture 
salt by boiling must violate the Sabbath, because 
it will not do to let the kettles cool down as often 
as once a week. But a gentleman tried the ex- 
periment, who said that, if he could not keep the 
Sabbath, he would not make salt. He had thirty- 
two kettles. He allowed the fires to go out, and 
all the works to stop, from Saturday till Monday. 
His men attended public worship on the Sabbath. 
In the course of the season, they boiled seventy- 
eight days, and made, upon an average, over two 
hundred bushels of salt a day — in all fifteen thoa^ 
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sand eight hundred and seyenty boshels ; aaad at an 
expense, for breakage and repairs, of only six cetitB. 
At the close of the season, he told his Sabbath- 
breaking neighbors how much be had made ; bat it 
was so much more than they had made themselves, 
that they could hardly believe him. Their expenses 
for breakage and repairs had been much greater tluwi 
his. Not a man, with the same dimension of ket- 
tles, had made as much salt as he. Resting on the 
Sabbath does not, on the whole, hinder men in their 
business. It helps them both as to the quantity and 
the quality of their work. Even fishermen abroad 
on the ocean, who fish but six days in a week, or- 
dinarily prosper better than those who fish seven. 

A gentleman who resides in a fishing town, and 
who has made extensive inquiries, remarlcs, " Those 
who fish on the Sabbath do not, ordinarily, take any 
more, during the season, than those who keep the 
Sabbath. They do not make more money, or pros- 
per better for this world. They are not mere re- 
spectable or useful, nor are their families. Their 
children are not more moral, and it seems to be no 
better for them, in any respect, than if they fished 
and did business only six day^s in a week. 

" One man followed fishing eight years. The 
first four he fished on the Sabbath. The next four 
be strictly kept the Sabbath, and is satisfied that it 
was for his advantage in a temporal point of view. 
Another man, who was accustomed, for some yearsi, 
to fish on the Sabbath, afterwards discontimied it, 
and found that his profits were greater than before. 
Another man testifies that, in the year 1827, he and 
bis men took more fidi by far than any who were 
associated with them, though he kept the Sabbath^ 
and they did not. It was invariably his practice to 
rest from Saturday till Monday. Though it was 
an unfavorable season for the fisheries, he was 
greatly proi^red in every way, and to such an 
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extent that many regarded his eoeeess as akliest 
miraculous. 

" Examples like tlie above might be mtdtiplied to 
almost any extent. So far as I can leam by diligent 
inquiry, all who have left off fishing on the Sabbathi 
vnthaut an exertion, think the change has been for 
their temporal advantage. 

"He who has been more successful than any 
other among us, this season, has strictly kept the 
Sabbath, as have also his men. They went to the 
coast of Labrador, were gone less tinie than usual, 
took more fish than the crew of any other vessel, 
and more than they could bring home. They gave 
away thirty-five hundred fish before they left the 
ground. In thirteen days they caught eleven hun- 
dred quintsds." 

A gentleman belonging to another fishing town, 
which sends out more than two hundred vessels in 
a year, writes as follows: "I think it may safely 
be stated that those vessels which have not fished 
on the Sabbath have, taken together, met with 
more than- ordinary success. The vessel whose 
earnings were the highest, the last year and th« 
year before, was one on board which the Sabbath 
was kept by refraining from labor, and by religious 
worship. There is one firm which has had eight 
vessels in its employ this season. Seven have fished 
on the Sabbath, and one has not. That one has 
earned seven hundred dollars more than the most 
successful of the six. There are two other firms 
employing each three vessels. Two out of the three, 
in each case, have kept the Sabbath, and in each 
case have earned more than two thirds of the 
profits, ^^ 

The secbbatical institution is in accordance with 
the nature of many and the observance of it is prof 
itahle unto all things. 

The same law is impressed, by the same divine 
4 
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hand, on the nature of the laboring animals. When 
employed but six days in a week, and allowed to 
rest one, they are more healthy than they can be 
when employed during the whole seven. They do 
more work, and live longer. 

The experiment was tried on a hundred and 
twenty horses. They were employed, for years^ 
seven days in a week. But they became unhealthy, 
and finally died so fast, that the owner thought it too 
expensive and put them on a six days' arrangement. 
After this he was not obliged to replensih them one 
fourth part as often as before. Instead of sinking con- 
tinually, his horses came up again, and lived years 
longer than they could have done on the other plan. 

A manufacturing company, which had been accus- 
tomed to carry their goods to market with their own 
teams, kept them employed .seven days in a week, as 
that was the time in which they could go to the mar- 
ket and return. But by permitting the teams to rest 
on the Sabbath, they found that they could drive 
them the same distance in six days that they for- 
merly did in seven, and, with the same keeping, 
preserve them in better order. 

At a tavern in Pennsylvania, a man, who had 
arrived the evening before, was asked, on Sabbath 
morning, whether he intended to pursue his journey 
on that day. He answered, " No." He was asked, 
" Why not ? " " Because," said he, " I am on a 
long journey, and wish to perform it as soon as I can. 
I have long been accustomed to travel on horseback, 
and have found that, if I stop on the Sabbath, my 
horse will travel farther during the week than if I 
do not." 

A gentleman in Vermont, who was in the habit of 
driving his horses twelve miles a day seven days in 
a week, afterwards changed his practice, and drove 
them but six days, allowing them to rest one. He 
then found that, with the same keeping, he could 
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drive them fifteen miles a day, and preserve them in 
as good order as before. So that a man may rest on 
the Sabbath, and let his horses rest, yet promote 
the benefit of both, and be in all respects a gainer. 

Two neighbors in the state of New York, each 
with a drove of sheep, started on the same day for a 
distant market. One started several hours before 
the other, and travelled uniformly every day. The 
other rested every Sabbath. Yet he arrived at the 
market first, with his flock in a better condition than 
that of the other. In giving an account of it, he 
said that he drove his sheep on Monday about seven- 
teen miles, on Tuesday not over sixteen, and so 
lessening each day, till on Saturday he drove them 
only about eleven miles. But on Monday, after 
resting on the Sabbath, they would travel again 
seventeen miles, and so on each week. But his 
neighbor's sheep, which were not allowed to rest on 
the Sabbath, before they arrived at the market, could 
not travel, without injury, more than six or eight 
miles in a day. 

Two men from another part of the same state, 
each with a drove of sheep, started at the same time 
for another market. One rested, and the other trav- 
elled, on the Sabbath, through the whole journey. 
And the man who kept the Sabbath arrived at the 
market as many days before the other, as he rested 
Sabbath days on the road. 

A number of men started together from Ohio, 
with droves of cattle for Philadelphia. They had 
often been before, and had been accustomed to drive 
on the Sabbath as on other days. One had now 
changed his views as to the propriety of travelling 
on that day. On Saturday he inquired for pastures. 
His associates wondered that so shrewd a man 
should think of consuming so great a portion of his 
profits by stopping with such a drove a whole day. 
He stopped, however, and kept the Sabbath. They, 
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thinking that they could not afford to do mo, went 
on. On Monday be started again. In the courae 
of the week he passed them^ arrived first in the 
market, and sold his cattle to great advantage. So 
impressed were the others with the benefits of thus 
keeping the Sabbath, that ever afterwards they fol- 
lowed his example. 

A gentleman started from Connecticut, with his 
family, for Ohio. He was on the road about fcMir 
weeks, and rested every Sabbath. From mornii:^ 
to night, others, journeying the same way, were pass* 
ing by. Before the close of the week he passed 
them. Those who went by late on the Sabbath he 
passed on Monday; those who went by a little 
earlier he passed on Tuesday ; and so on, till, before 
the next Sabbath, he had passed th^m all. His 
horses were no better than theirs, nor were they bet- 
ter fed. But having had the benefit of resting on 
the Sabbath^ according to the command-^. Goil^uid 
the law of nature, they could out*travel those who 
had violated that law. 

A company of men in the state of New York 
purchased a tract of land in Ncnrthem Illinois, 
and started, with their families and teams, to. take 
possession of it. A pcurt of them rested on the Sab- 
bath. The others continued their journey on that, 
as on other days. Before the next Sabbath, those 
who had stopped passed by the others. This 
they did every week, and each succeeding week a 
iittle earlier than they did the week before. Had 
the journey continued, they would soon have beea 
so far ahead that the others would not be able to 
overtake them on the Sabbath. They were the first 
to arrive at their new homes, with men and teams, in 
good order. Afterwards the others came, jaded and 
worn out by the violation of the law of nature and 
the comi^sand of Gk)d. 

Gtfat nmnbers have made similar experimenti^ 
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and uniformly with similar results; so that it if 
now settled by facts ^ that the observance of the Sab- 
bath is required by a natural law, and that, were 
man nothing more than an animal, and were his ex- 
istence to be confined to this world, it would be for 
his interest to observe the Sabbath. Should all the 
business, which is not required by the appropriate 
duties of the Sabbath, be confined to six days in a 
week, the only time which God has made, or given 
to man, or to which he has a right, for that purpose^ 
both man and beast might enjoy higher health, ob- 
tain longer life, and do more work, and in a better 
manner, than by the secular employment of the 
whole seven. 

But man is an angel as well as an animal. He 
has a soul as well as a body. The Sabbath was 
made for both, especially for the soul. It derives 
its chief importance from its influence on that 
which is deathless. It is the great institution for 
elevating, purifying, and blessing, the soul, and JU- 
ting it not only for usefulness and happiness an 
earth, but for glory, honor, immortality, and eternal 
life, in heaven. 

Even the intellect, incessantly em^doyed, becomes 

jaded, enfeebled, and deranged. Men of strong and 

vigorous powers, disciplined and trained for the most 

effective efforts, have found, by experience, that they 

can accomplish more, and in a better manner, by 

employing the mind, especially in one continued 

train, not over six days in a week, and resting one, 

than they can by employing it tte whole seven. 

After trying both ways, they find that they can ac- 

6omplish in one what they cannot accomplish in the 

other, and have thus proved that the Sabbath was 

Inade for the intellect, as well as the other parts of 

man. Scientific and literary men, who study but 

six da3rs in a week, ordinarily make greater progresSi 

in the course of the year, than those who study 
4# 
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sevQD. Experience has shown the same with refer- 
eoee to students in colleges. After the rest and 
duties of the Sabbath^ the mind is in a better state 
for Tigoroiis and successful effort* The fc^owing 
declaration of Sir Matthew Hale is an illustration of 
this truth: — 

'^ Though my bauds and my mind have been aa 
full of secular business both before and after I was 
judge, as, it may be, any man's in England, yet I 
nerer wanted time in six days to ripen and fit my* 
self for the business and employments I had to do, 
thoiigh I bonrowed not one minute from the Lord's 
day, to pi^pare for it, by study or otherwise. But, 
on the other hand, if I had, at any time, borrowed 
from this day, any time for my secular employm^it, 
I found it did further me less than if I had let it 
alone ; and therefore, when some years' experience, 
upon a most attentive and vigilant observation, had 
given me this instruction, 1 grew peremptorily re- 
solved never in this kind to make a breach upon the 
Lord's day, which I have now strictly observed for 
more than thirty years." He also declared that it 
had become almost proverbial with him, when any 
one importuned him to attend to secular business on 
the Sabbath, to tell them that if they expected it, to 
^succeed amiss," they might desire him to under* 
lake it on that day ; that he feared even to think of 
aecular business on the Sabbath, because the resolu- 
tion then taken would be disappointed (x unsuccess- 
ful ; and that the more faithfully he api^d himself 
to the duties of the Lord's day, the more happy and 
sucoessful was his bu^ness during the week. 

The late distinguished Dr. Wilson, pastor of the 
First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia, for a num^ 
ber of yean before he became a preacher of the 
gospel, was an eminent lawyer in tl^ state of Dela-- 
ware. He was accustomed, when pressed with 
business, to myake out his briefs, and iH:epare for his 
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Monday's {heading on the Sabbath. Bat he so oni- 
formly failed^ during the week, in carrying oat his 
Sunday jdans, that it arrested his attention. As a 
philosopher, he inquired into the cause of bis ani- 
form fsilure, and came to the conchision that it 
might be, and probably was, on account of his vio- 
lation of the Sabbath, by employing it in secnlar 
business. He therefore, from that time, abandoned 
the practice of doing any thing for his clients on 
that day. The difficulty ceased. His efforts on 
Monday were as successful as on other days. Such 
were the facts in his case, and many others have 
testified to similar facts in their experience. 

A mechanic in Massachusetts, whose business 
required special skill and care, was accustomed, at 
times, when pressed with business, to pursue it on 
the Sabbath, after having followed it during the six 
days of the week. But he so often nuule mistakes j 
by which he lost more than he gained, that he 
abandoned the practice, as one which he could not 
afford to continue. Mind is no more made to work 
vigorously and continuously in one course of effort 
seven days in a week, than the body ; and it caimot 
do it to advantage. 

There are laws of mind, as well as of body, which 
no man can annul ; and they have penalties which 
no transgressor can evade. He may seem for a time 
to escape, and even to prosper ; but judgment will 
come. If he continues his course of transgression, 
he will wither and droop, or, long before the proper 
time, and often suddenly, will come to his end, wd 
have none to help him. The memory of many a 
man can recall instances among his own acquaint- 
ance which have been striking illustrations of this 
truth. Mind, as well as body, must have rcsi, and 
the more regularly it has it, according to the divine 
appointment, other things being equal, the more 
perfect will be the health, and the greater the capap 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



44 

bility of judicious, well-balanced, long-continued, 
and effective efforts. 

Clergymen, whose official duties require vigorous 
and toilsome efforts on the Sabbath, must have 
some other day for rest, or their premature loss of 
voice, of health, or of life, will testify to them 
and to others the reality and hurtfulness of their 
transgressions. Distinguished scholars, jurists, and 
statesmen, have often fallen victims to the trans- 
gression of this law. Students, literary and pro- 
fessional men, who have thoroughly tried both 
ways, have all found that they could accomplish 
more mental labor, and in a better manner, by 
abstaining from their ordinary pursuits on the Sab- 
bath, than by employing the whole week in one 
continuous course of efforts. 

But the great evil of transgressing the law of the 
Sabbath is on the heart Man is a morale as well 
as an intellectual being. His excellence, his use- 
fulness, and his happiness, depend chiefly on his 
character. To the right formation and proper cul- 
ture of this the Sabbath is essential. Without it, 
all other means will, to a great extent, fail. You 
may send out Bibles as on the wings of the wind, 
scatter religioys tracts like the leaves of the forest, 
and even preach the gospel, not only in the house 
of God, but at the corner of every street, — if men 
will not stop their worldly business, travelling, and 
amusements, and attend to the voice which speaks 
to them from heaven, the cares of the world, the 
deceitfulness of riches, and the pride of life, will 
choke all these means, and render them unfruitful. 
Such men do not avail themselves of the institution 
which God has appointed to give efficacy to moral 
influence, and which he blesses by his Spirit for 
that purpose. On the other hand, men who keep 
the Sabbath feel its benign effects. Even the ex- 
ternal observance of it is, to a great extent, con- 
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nected with external nK)rality ; while its internal, 
as well as external obserrance will promote purity 
of heart and life. 

Of twelve hundred and thirty-two convicts, who 
had been committed to the Auburn State Prison 
previously to the year 1838, four hundred and forty- 
seven had been watermen, — either boatmen or sail- 
ors, — men who, to a great extent, had been kept al 
work on the Sabbath, and thus deprived of the real 
and privileges of that day. Of those twelve hun- 
dred and thirty-two convicts, only twenty-six had 
conscientjously kept the Sabbath. 

Of fourteen hundred and fifty, who had been 
committed to that prison previously to 1839, ive 
hundred and sixty-three had been of the same class 
of men ; and of the whole, only twenty-seven 
had kept the Sabbath. 

Of sixteen hundred and fifty-three, who had been 
committed to that prison previously to 1840, six 
hundred and sixty had been watermen, and twenty- 
nine only had kept the Sabbath. Of two hundred 
and three, who were committed in one year, ninety- 
seven had been watermen, and only two out of the 
whole had conscientiously kept the Sabbath. 

Thus it appears, from official documents, that, 
while the watermen were but a small proportion of 
the whole population, they furnished a very large pro- 
portion of the convicts ; much larger, it is believed, 
than they would have done, had they enjoyed the 
rest and privileges of the Christian Sabbath. It 
appears, also, that nearly all the convicts were Sab- 
bath-breakers — men who disregarded the duties 
/and neglected the privileges of that blessed day. 

The watermen had been kept at work, in many 
cases, under the delusive plea, that, should they be 
permitted to rest on the Sabbath^ they would be- 
come more wicked, -^-^ an idea which facts, under 
the means of grace, show to be false. 
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On the Delaware and Hudson Canal, on which 
are more than seven hundred boats, the experiment 
has been tried. The directors were told, at first, 
that, should they not open the locks on the Sabbath, 
the men would congregate in large numbers, and 
would become more wicked than if they should 
continue to pursue their ordinary business ; but the 
result is directly the reverse. Since the locks have 
not been opened, and official business has not been 
transacted on the Lord's day, the men have become 
more morale as well as more healthy, and the in- 
terests of all have been manifestly promoted by the 
change. 

Let any class of men enjoy the rest and privileges 
of the Sabbath, and the effects will prove that it 
" was made for man," by Him who made man ; 
and who, in view of all its consequences, especially 
as the great meatus of giving efficacy to moral gov- 
ernment, with truth pronounced it, "very good." 

On the other hand, take away from man the in- 
fluence of the Sabbath and its attendant means of 
grace, and you take away the safeguard of his soul ; 
you bar up the highway of moral influence, and 
lay him open to the incursions and conquests of 
Satan and his legions. Thus man becomes an easy 
prey, and is led captive by the adversary at his will. 
Of one hundred men admitted to the Massachu- 
setts State Prison in one year, eighty-nine had lived 
in habitual violation of the Sabbath and neglect of 
public worship. 

A gentleman in England who was in the habit, 
for more than twenty years, of daily visiting con- 
victs, states that, almost universally, when brought 
to a sense of their condition, they lamented their 
neglect of the Sabbath, and pointed to their viola- 
tion of it as the principal cause of their ruin. 
That prepared them for, and led them on, step by 
step, to the commission of other crimes, and finally 
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to the commission of that which brought them to 
the prison, and often to the gallows. He has letters 
almost innumerable, he says, from others, proving 
the same thing, and that they considered the viola- 
tion of the Sabbath the great cause of their ruin. 
He has attended three hundred and fifty at the 
place of execution, when they were put to death 
for their crimes. And nine out of ten who were 
brought to a sense of their condition attributed the 
greater part of their departure from God to their 
neglect of the Sabbath. 

Another gentleman, who has been conversant 
with prisoners for more than, thirty years, states 
that he found, in all his experience, both with re- 
gard to those who had been capitally convicted and 
those who had not, that they referred to the violar 
tion of the Sabbath as the chief cause of their 
crimes ; and that this has been confirmed by all the 
opportunities he has had of examining prisoners. 
Not that this has been the only cause of crime ; but, 
like the use of intoxicating liquors, it has greatly 
increased public and private immorality, and been 
the means, in a multitude of cases, of premature 
death. 

Another gentleman, who has had the charge of 
more than one hundred thousand prisoners, and has 
taken special pains to ascertain the causes of their 
crimes, says that he does not recollect a single case 
of capital offence where the party had not been a 
Sabbath-breaker. And in many cases they assured 
him that Sabbath-breaking was the first step in 
their downward course. Indeed, he says, with 
reference to prisoners of all classes, nineteen out of 
twetity have neglected the Sabbath and other or-* 
dinances of religion. And he has often met with 
prisoners about to expiate their crimes by an igno- 
minious death, who earnestly enforced upon survi- 
vors the necessity of an observance of the Sabbathy 
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and ascribed their own coarse of iniquity to a non- 
observance of that day. 

Says the keeper of one of the largest prisons, 
" Nine tenths of our inmates are those who did not 
value the Sahbath^ and were not in the habit of at--^ 
tending public worship. ^^ 

It is not so strange, then, if human nature were 
the same, and the effect of Sabbath-breaking the 
same, under the Jewish dispensation as it is now, 
that God should cause the Sabbath-breaker, hke the 
murderer, to be put to death. Sabbath-breaking 
prepared the way for murder, and often led to it ; 
and it would not be possible to prove that Sabbath- 
breaking, now, is not doing even more injury to the 
people of the United States than murder. Should 
every person in this country habitually keep the 
Sabbath, and attend public worship, murders would, 
to a great extent, if not wholly, cease ; and pris- 
ons become comparatively empty. Sabbath-keepera 
very rarely commit murder, or perpetrate oiher 
heinous crimes. 

The secretary of a Prison Discipline Society, 
who has long been extensively conversant with 
prisoners, was asked how many persons he sup- 
posed there are in State Prisons who observed the 
Sabbath and habitually attended public worship up 
to the time when they committed the crime for 
which they were imprisoned. He answered, " I do 
not suppose there are any." An inquiry into the 
facts, it is believed, would show, with but few ex- 
ceptions, this opinion to be correct. Men who 
keep the Sabbath experience the restraining, if 
not the renewing and sanctifying, grace of God. 
While they keep the Sabbath, Ood keeps them. 
When they reject the Sabbath, he rejects t/iem ; 
and thus suffers them to eat the fruit of their own 
way, and to be filled with their own devices. 

A father, whose son was addicted to riding out for 
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pleasure on the Sabbath, was told that, if he did not 
stop It, his son would he ruined. He did not stop 
it, but sometimes set the example of riding out on 
pleasure himself. His son became a man, was 
placed in a responsible situation, and intrusted with 
a large amount of property. Soon he was a de- 
faulter, and absconded. In a different part of the 
country he obtained another responsible situation, 
and was again intrusted with a lai^e amount of 
property. Of that he defrauded the owner, and fled 
again. He was apprehended, tried, convicted, and 
sent to the State Prison. After years spent in soli- 
tude and labor, he wrote a letter to his father, and, 
afterrecountinghiscourseof crime, he added, '< Thai 
tPds i/ie effect of breaking the Sabbath when I was 
a boy.^^ 

Should every convict who broke the Sabbath 
when a boy, and whose father set him the example, 
sj^ak out from all the State Prisons of the country, 
they would tell a story which would cause the ears 
of every one that should hear it to tingle. 

A distinguished merchant, long accustomed to 
extensive observation and experience, and who had 
gained an uncommon knowledge of men, said, 
" When I see one of my apprentices or clerks rid- 
ing out on the Sabbath, on Monday I dismiss him. 
Such an one cannot be trusted." 

Facts echo the declaration — "Such an one can- 
not be trusted." He is naturally no worse than 
others. But he casts off fear, lays himself open to 
the assaults of the adversary, and rejects the means 
of divine protection. He ventures unarmed into 
the camp of the enemy, and is made a demonstra- 
tion to the world of the great truth that " he that 
trusteth to his own heart is a fool." Not a man 
in Christendom, whatever his character or standing, 
can knowingly and presumptuously trample on the 
Sabbath, devoting it to worldly business, travelling, 
5 
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pleasorey or amusement, and not debase bis charac 
ter, increase his wickedness, and augment the dangei 
that he will be abandoned of God, and given up to 
final impenitence and ruin. 

It was on Sabbath morning, while out on an ex- 
cursion for pleasure, that he who was intrusted 
with great responsibilities, and was thought to be 
worthy of confidence, committed an act. which was 
hke the letting out of great waters, which ceased 
not to flow, till, wearing their channels broader and 
deeper, they overwhelmed him and others in one 
common ruin. Many a man, setting at nought the 
divine counsel with regard to the Sabbath, and le- 
fusing, on that day, to hearken to his instruction or 
reproof, atmost before he was aware of it, has found 
himself abandoned of God, in the hands of the 
enemy, chained and fettered by transgression, sinking 
from depth to depth, till he was suddenly destroyed, 
and there was no remedy. 

Let every young man, especially he who has gone 
out from his father^s counsels and his moiher^s 
prayers, remember the Sabbath^ and keep it holy^ 
he found habitually in the house of God, and under 
the sound of that gospel which is able to make him 
wise unto salvation, through faith in Christ Jesu^. 
Let him avoid worldly business and amiusements on 
that day, as he would avoid the gate of hell. 

Even. where they do not lead to abandonment in 
crime, they harden the heart, pollute the affcc*- 
tions, sear the conscience, and prevent the efficacy 
of all the means of grace. They carry the soid 
away from God on the rapid stream of time, to- 
wards eternal perdition. Their language is, "No 
God — no heaven — no hell! No human accountar- 
bility foi- the things done in the body ? Who is 
Jehovah, that I should serve him ? I know not Je- 
hovah, neither will I obey his voice." 

In its progress, Sabbath-breaking sometimes seems 
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to become a trial of strength between the Sabbath* 
breaker and his Maker. So besotted is he, that he 
acts as if he thought he could outwit or overcome 
the Almighty, and gain something valuable by op* 
posing his will. 

A man in the state of New York remarked that 
he intended to cheat the Lord out of the next Sab- 
bath, by going to a neighboring town to visit his 
friends. He could not afford to take one of his own 
days, and therefore resolved to cheat the Lord out 
of his. On Saturday, he went with his team into 
a forest, to get some wood. By the fall of a tree, 
he was placed in such a condition that he did not 
attempt to carry his intended fraud into execution. 
He was willing to stay at home. 

But another man, in the same state, who had 
spent the Sabbath in getting in his grain, said that 
he had fairly cheated the Almighty out of one day. 
He boasted of it as a mark of his superiority. On 
Tuesday, the lightning struck his barn. He gained 
nothing valuable by working on the Sabbath. 

Another man acted as if he thought all the evil 
of working on the Sabbath consisted in its being 
seen. He went out of sight, behind the woods, 
and spent the day in gathering his grain, and put- 
ting it into a vacant building near his field* But 
the lightning struck the building, and, with the 
grain, it was burned to ashes. He who made the 
eye saw what this man did, and so ordered things, 
in his providence, that he gained no real good by 
his transgression. Men are not apt^ in the end^ to 
gain in that way. 

Seven young men, in a town in Massachusetts, 
started in the same business neariy at the same time. 
Six of them had some property or assistance from 
their friends, and followed their business seven days 
in a week. The other had less property than either 
of the six. He had less assistance from others, and 
worked in his business only six days in a week. 
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He is now the only man who has property, and has 
not failed in his business. 

A distinguished merchant, in a large city, said to 
the writer of this, " It is about thirty years since I 
came to this city ; and every man through this 
whole range, who came down to his store, or suf- 
fered his counting-room to be opened on the Sab- 
bath, has lost his property. There is no need of 
breaking the Sabbath, and no benefit from it. We 
have not had a vessel leave the harbor on the Sab- 
bath for more than twenty years. It is altogether 
better to get them oflf on a week day than on the Sab- 
bath." It is better even for this world. And so 
with all kinds of secular business. Men may seem 
to gain for a time by the profanation of the Sab- 
bath ; but it does not end well. Their disappoint- 
ment, even here, often comes suddenly. 

The writer of this, in a late journey, passed near 
the houses of four men, who started together for the 
Par West. On Sabbath morning, they discussed the 
question whether it was right and best for them to 
travel on the Lord's day. The result was, three of 
them went onward, and reached the city of Buffalo 
in time to take the steamboat Erie, on her last 
voyage. On that same Sabbath morning, a com- 
pany of travellers, in another ]4ace, discussed the 
same question with regard to the propriety of their 
travelling on that day. And they separated one 
from another. A part went on their journey, and a 
part stopped and attended public worship. Those 
who went on arrived in time to take the same boat. 
But they had not proceeded far, when it took fire, 
and was soon in a blaze. Some were consumed ; 
others jumped overboard, and were drowned. 
"Never," said a man who went out to their assist- 
ance, — " never shall I forget the sound that struck 
upon my ear, when I first came within hearing of 
that boat. They were hanging on the sides, and 
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the burning cinders were ponring down on thttf 
heads, and they were dropping off, and dropping off. 
O, it was like the wailing of despair." 

Those who stopped and attended public worship 
arrived in safety, took another boat, and live to testi- 
fy not only to the duty, but the utility, of remember^ 
ing the Sabbath day and keeping it holy. '' My own 
brother," said a man who heard the above statement, 
*^ was in ttiat very company. He stopped, and saved 
his life." How many other men may have saved 
their lives, and how many may have instrumentally 
saved their souls, by keeping the Sabbath and per- 
forming its appropriate duties, none but the Lord of 
the Sabbath, and the Savior of souls, can tell. Cer- 
tain it is that in the keeping of his commands, though 
it should not exempt men from sudden death, there is 
great reward. 

A man and his wife were very desirous of ar- 
riving in New York in season to take the steamboat 
Lexington. They were so anxious that they trav- 
elled a great portion of the Sabbath. They arrived 
in season, took the boat, and were among the mul- 
titude who, on that dismal night, perished in the 
flames, or found a watery grave. 

A man, on the previous Sabbath, requested his 
neighbor to go with him to New York, for the 
purpose of taking the same boat. His neighlxMr re- 
fused, because it was the Sabbath. He was urged, 
but would not go. The other man then went to 
his son, and urged him to go. He was reluctant, 
but, being strongly urged, he finally consented. 
They started on their journey. They reached the 
boat ; but it was to die, and go to judgment They 
did not gain what they expected by travelling on the 
Sabbath. Great numbers have often, very often, 
when they expected to gain an important object, been 
disappointed, suddenly and awfully disappointed. 

That company of persons who went out on the 
5* 
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Sabbath, in a pleasure-boat, expected to be gainers. 
But the tumult within, before the tumult without, 
told them that all was not right ; and when the 
boat upset, and the hapless victims sank to rise no 
more, new testimony was added to that of thou- 
sands, that disobedience to God is not the way to 
gain, even for this world. 

A distinguished mechanic, in a part of the country 
where the Sabbath was disregarded, had been ac- 
customed for a time to keep his men at work on that 
day. He was afterwards at work for a man who 
^regarded the Sabbath, and who, on Saturday, was 
anxious to know what he intended to do ; and 
therefore asked, " What do you expect to do to- 
morrow?" He said, " I expect to stop, and keep 
the Sabbath. I used to work on the Sabbath, and 
often obtained higher wages than on other days. 
But I so often lost, during the week, more than all I 
could gain on the Sabbath, that I gave it up years 
ago. I have kept the Sabbath since, and I find it 
works better." It does work better. And all who 
make the experiment will, in due time, find it so. 

Men who work against the conrntandmeni of 
God J work against the providence of God; and 
that providence toill be too strong for them. 

" I used," said the master of a vessel, " some- 
times to work on the Sabbath; but something 
would happen, by which I lost so much more 
than I gained, by working on the Sabbath, that 
on one occasion, after having been at work, and 
met with some disaster, I swore, most profanely, 
that I never would work again, or suffer my men 
to work on that day. And I never have." He 
finds it works better. He does not swear ncrw* 
He has induced many others not to swear, and 
not to break the Sabbath. He finds that in the 
keeping of God's commands, there is great reward. 
All who obey them will find the same. 
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An old gentleman, in Boston, remarked, '' Men 
do not gain any thing by working on the Sabbath. 
I can recollect men who, when I was a boy, used 
to load their vessels, down on Long Wharf, and 
keep their men at work from morning to night 
on the Sabbath day. But they have come to 
nothing. Their children have come to nothing. 
Depend upon it, men do not gain any thing, in the 
end, by working on the Sabbath." 

In another part of the country, an old man re- 
marked, "I can recollect more than fifty years; 
but I cannot recollect a case of a man, in this 
town, who was accustomed to work on the Sab- 
bath, who did not fail or lose his property before 
he died." 

There are some cases, however, where men 
who habitually break the Sabbath do not fail; 
they make property, and keep it till they die. 

A case of this sort came to the knowledge of the 
writer. The man was notorious for disregarding 
the Sabbath, and prosecuting his worldly business 
on that day. He increased his riches till he thought 
that he had enough, and began to make preparation 
to retire and enjoy it. But before he was ready for 
that, he lost his reason, and died a maniac. 

But all Sabbath-breakers, who make property 
and keep it, do not lose their reason. Some con- 
tinue to enjoy it while they live, and transmit their 
property to their children. But it is less likely to 
be a blessing to them, than if it had been acquired 
in obedience to the laws of God. It does not wear 
well, and, while it lasts, often appears to be under a 
curse. 

" Those views," said a man, " are all supersti- 
tion ; the idea that it is not as profitable or safe to 
work on the Sabbath as on other days is false. I 
will prove that it is false." So he attempted it 
He ploughed his field and sowed his grain on the 
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Sabbath. It came up and grew finely. Often, 
during the season, he pointed to it, in proof that 
Sabbath-day labor is safe and profitable. He 
reaped it, and sfacked it up in the field. His 
boys took the gun, and went out into the woods. 
It was a dry time, and they set the leaves on 
fire. The wind took the fire ; it swept over 
the field, and nought but the blackness of ashes 
marked the place where the grain stood. '^ Let 
not him that putteth on the harness boast himself, 
as he that putteth it off." He could not prove, 
though he tried long and hard, that it is safe or 
profitable to work on the Sabbath. 

But another man thought he had succeeded better. 
He even boasted that he had found, by experiment, 
that it was more profitable to work on the Sabbath 
than to rest and attend public worship. The Sab- 
bath on which he had finished the gathering in of 
his crops, he told his neighbors, who had attended 
public worship, how much wiser he had been than 
others. He had worked on the Sabbath all the 
year, and had thus gained more than fifty days, 
which his neighbors had lost by their superstition. 
But that very day the lightning struck his barn, 
and his Sabbath-day gains and his week-day gains 
were burnt together. His neighbors were not con* 
vinced that it was profitable or safe to work on the 
Sabbath. It was not in his power to convince them. 
They were more disposed than ever to confine their 
secular business to the six days which were made 
and given to men, and to which alone they have 
a right for that purpose. 

Though this is not a state of full retribution, yet 
Jehovah is "a God who judgeth in the eartk,^^ and 
sometimes, even here, he visits certain sins with his 
curse ; causing a fearful looking-for of judgment 
and fiery indignation, which are to come hereafter. 
The intemperate man cannot compete with the 
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drunkard's grave. Notorious rebels against earthly 
parents will look in vain for those smiles of Provi- 
dence which fall upon filial virtue. "The eye 
that mocketh at his father, and despiseth to obey 
his mother, the ravens of the valley shall pick it 
out, and the young eagles shall eat it." 

And he that contemneth his Father in heaveUi 
and openly trampleth on that institution which he 
hath appointed for giving efficacy to his moral 
government among men, and diffusing the bless* 
ings of his parental love over the great human 
family, will find that, though his long-suffering 
is amazing, while his sun rises on the evil and 
the good, and his rain descends on the just and 
the unjust, judgment, in due time, lingereth not, 
and damnation slumbereth not. In many cases, 
before it comes, there are indications of violated 
laws, by attendant retributions. Every intemper- 
ate man is an evidence of this truth. 

A man of remarkable talents for business, and 
good opportunities for the acquisition of property, 
was confident that he could succeed, and keep 
what he gained, without regarding the Sabbath, 
or obeying the natural and moral laws of God* 
He had no idea of being confined in his efforts 
to six days in a week. He would take all the 
days, and employ them as he pleased. For a 
time he succeeded. Property flowed in upon him, 
and he grew increasingly confident that the idea 
of the necessity or utility of keeping the Sab- 
bath, in order to permanent prosperity, was a 
delusion. The last year his property was sold 
for the benefit of his creditors by the sheriff; 
and he now seems farther than ever from being 
able to prove that ungodliness is profitable even 
fojc this life. It sometimes, for a season, appears, 
to superficial observers, to be so. But the end 
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eorrects the mistake ; and sometimes the retribu- 
tion which follows convinces the transgressor him- 
self that it comes from God, and leads him to aban- 
don his violations of the Sabbath. 

A man who ridiculed the idea that God makes a 
difference in his providence between those who 
yield visible obedience to his laws and those who 
do not, had been engaged, on a certain Sabbath, in 
gathering his crops into his barn. The next week, 
he had occasion to take fire out into his field in or- 
der to burn some brush. He left it, as he supposed, 
safely, and went in to dinner. The wind took the 
fire, and carried it into his barn-yard, which was 
filled with combustibles, and, before he was aware 
of it, the flames were bursting out of his barn. He 
arose in amazement, saw that all was lost, and, fix- 
ing his eye on the curling flames, stood speechless. 
Then, raising his finger, and pointing to the rising 
column of fire, he said, with solemn emphasis, 
'* That is the finger of God.'' 

Do you say. Barns sometimes are burnt whose 
owners do not break the Sabbath; buildings are 
struck with lightning while their owners are en- 
gaged in public worship ; steamboats take fire, and 
good men are burnt up in them; or their prop- 
erty takes wings and flies away, as well as the 
property of notoriously wicked men ? That is some- 
times the case. Calamities in this world come, to 
some extent, upon all. But do they come as often, 
and to as great an extent, upon those who obey the 
natural and moral laws of God, as upon those who 
openly and habitually violate them ? Do the intem- 
perate, the thief, and the murderer ordinarily secure 
and retain as many blessings in this world, as the 
temperate, the honest, and the pious ? 

Do notorious and habitual Sabbath-breakers, who 
devote the day to worldly business, travelling, and 
amusement, acquire as much property, keep it as 
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long^ and as often transmit it^ as a blessing, to theif 
children, as those who conscientiously abstain from 
those practiees, and regularly attend the public 
vrorship of Ood, on the Lord's day ? Let the BiblOi 
and facts determine. Look at the men who, for the 
last forty years, hare disregarded the Sabbath, and 
pursued their course of business or amusement seven 
days in a week ; look at their children and children's 
children, and compare them, as a body, with those 
who kept the Sabbath, and trained up their children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord ; and let 
the convictions of every sober, candid, and reflect- 
ing man determine. Aged men, in great numbers, 
after extensive observation, through a long course 
of years, have expressed a strong conviction that facts 
echo the declarations, '^ Six days shalt thou labor and 
do all thy work ; but remember the Sabbath day, and 
keep it holy." 

Any man may die suddenly by fire or water, 
lightning or disease. It is not a part of the Sa- 
vior's promise, even to his friends, that they shall 
not die suddenly. He evidently teaches that they 
may, and, in view of it, says, " Watch therefore, for 
in such an hour as ye think not the Son of man com 
eth." '* And what I say unto you, I say unto all. 
Watch ! " No man, whatever his character, can b*^ 
sure that he will not, the next hour, be in eternity. 
That is a reason why no man should break the Sab 
bath, or in any way knowingly disobey God. He 
may die while doing it. That is a reason why 
every man should, at all times, be found doing the 
will of his Father in heaven, in dependence on his 
grace, for the purpose of promoting his glory, and 
the good of men. " Blessed is that servant whom his 
Lord, when he cometh, shall find so doing. If he 
shall come in the second watch, or in the third 
watch, blessed is that servant." While " the wicked 
is driven away in his wickedness," " the righteous 
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hath hope in his death." However suddenly, in 
whatever way, he is removed from earth, lliough to 
live were Christ, through him that loved him and 
gave himself for him, to die shall be gain. 

Let each one^ then, in every condition^ fear God 
and keep his commands ; for this is the duty, the 
right, the privilege, the wisdom, the safety, the ex-- 
eellence, and the blessedness, of man. 



RESOLUTIONS ADOPTED BY NUMEROUS BODIES OF MEN 
IN VARIOUS PARTS OP THE UNITED STATES. 

1. Resolved^ That, as but six days in a week have been made for 
iecular business, and no more have ever been g^iven to men for that 
purj>ose, if they take more, it is without rigrhtf in opposition to the 
revealed will of God, and in violation of nis law, the penalty of 
which will show that ** the way of transgressors is hard.' 

2. Resolvedj That, as the Sabbath was made for man, and the ob- 
servance of it is essential to the highest social, civil, and religious 
interests of men, it is not only the duty, but the right and the privi- 
lege of all men to remember it and keep it holy. 

3. Resolvedj That the loading and unloading of vessels, the sailing 
of vessels from the harbor, the running of stage-coaches, rail-cars, 
and canal-boats, and the travelling in them, the visiting of post- 
offices, reading-rooms, and other places for secular reading, business, 
or amusement, are not only unnecessary, but are violations of the 
law of God, and ought to be abandoned throughout the community. 

4. Resolvedj That it be recommended to all families to supply 
themselves with some ffood Sabbath Manual, that the rising genera- 
tion may all understand the reasons for the universal and perpetual 
observance of the Christian Sabbath. 

5. Resolved, That all persons who are acquainted with facts 
.which illustrate the duty and utility of observmg the Sabbath, and 
the evils of violating it, are requested to cause them to be published 
and circulated as extensively as possible, that the voice of God in 
his providence, as well as in his word, with regard to this subject, 
may be heard by the people. 

6. Resolved, That, such is the fundamental importance of the 
Christian Sabbath, and such its influence upon all the great interests 
of men, that its due observance ought to receive the earnest atten- 
tion, the fervent prayers, and the hearty, active, and persevering co> 
operation of all friends of God and man throughout the world. 
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No. II» 

PEKMANENT SABBATH BOCtTMENTS. 



'<R£ifEMBE& the Sabbath day, to Iteep it holy/' it 
the declaration, not of the Bible only, but of Provi* 
dence^ Both utter the voice of nature, and prodaim 
the will of nature's God. It was because the nature 
of man, as a physical and moral being, required the 
Sabbath, that the day was made for him. Without 
the observance of it, he can never obtain the good of 
which he is capable, or avoid the evils which he has 
reason to fear. 

Some contend that the Sabbath was made for the 
Jews only. But this is in opposition to the testimony 
of the Infallible Witness, the Lord of the Sabbath. 
His decision is, (Mark ii. t7,) <<The Sabbath was 
made for man." Man, as used in this connection, and 
in other places in the Bible, does not mean Jews only : 
it means the human family ; as when it is said, ''Man 
that is bom of a woman is of few days and full of 
trouble. He Cometh forth as a flower, and is cut 
down." It does not mean Jews only : it means the 
human race. When it is said, '' Man lieth down, and 
riseth not again till the heavens be no more," does it 
mean Jews only? No. It means man, to whom it is 
appointed once to die. And the Sabbath was made for 
man *-> that man to whom it is appointed once to die, 
and after that the judgment. And it was designed^ 
9bA is ada|»ted, to 4id him in preparing for these 
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inevitable and momentous events ; as well as to cheer 
and animate, sustain and comfort him, as he goes 
forward to meet them. It comes, by divine appoint- 
ment, to ease him of his burdens, and soothe him in 
his sorrows, pour light on his darkness, and point him 
upward to that rest which remaineth for the people of 
God ; so that for him to live may be Christ, and to 
die may be gain. Whenever and wherever it is kept 
by any of the human family, in accordance with the 
divine will, it has, through grace, that benign ef- 
fect. 

The word Sabbath means rest — " The rest was 
made for man." The rest spoken of by our Savior 
is a day of weekly rest from secular business and 
cares, for the purpose of devoting it especially to the 
worship of God, and the promotion of the spiritual 
good of men. And, in order to this, and with ref- 
erence to his benefit here, as well as hereafter, it was 
designed to give him one day in seven, in addition to 
the nights, as a seaspn of rest from physical toil, in 
order to promote his health and comfort, his longevity, 
and his usefulness to himself and others. 

In this respect, it is not an original and primary in- 
stitution, standing out alone; but it is based upon 
another, that lies back of it, viz. " Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work." This was the original 
law for man ; and to it, in order to make it known, 
and give it sanction, Jehovah himself conformed, in 
the making of the world. Hence the reason why the 
first great exhibition of himself, in the beginning, and 
that which meets us at the opening of revelation, 
is that of " Divinity in action ; " working " six days," 
and " six days " only. 

Hence the reason, also, why, having wrought " six 
days," the next great exhibition of himself, recorded 
for the instruction of all ages, is that of " Divinity in 
repose;" resting one day, after six days of labor. 
And hence, too, the reason why he sanctified the day, 
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6r set if apart from other days, for a speoial aiK( p9c«» 
liar purpose, to be employed, not as a day for worldly 
business and'eares, but as a day of rest. The nature 
of man and beast would need it; the glory of 
their Maker would require it, and the good of the oni* 
Terse would he promoted by it. Henee the reasoB, 
a^, why he blessed the day, fof the purposes, and 
for those only, for whieh it was made, — for which it 
was in all ages to he occupied, * — to which it had, by 
his great example, been thus solemnly devioled. 

To these great &cts he himself appeals^ as reasons 
why men should keep the Sabbath. *^ Six da3rs shall 
thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day 
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shall 
not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daugh* 
ter, nor thy mannservant, nor thy maid-eervant, nor 
thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; *• 
— that iS; under thy control; — ''for in six days 
the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that 
in them is, and rested the seventh day ; wherefore the 
Lord blessed the Sabbath day " (or the day of rest) 
'^ and hallowed it.'' l!%eir observance of it would, in 
all ages, be a sign that they acknowledged him as 
their God ; and it would secure hie acknowledgment 
of them as his people. Hence the command, (Bz. xx. 
20,) '^ Hallow my Sabbaths, and they shall be a sign 
between me uid you, that ye may know that I am 
Jehovah, yoiur God.*' 

Some have supposed, that, by this arrangement, a 
definite period of duration was made holy in iisetf^ 
and that all persons must keep that identical period, 
or they could not acceptably obey the command. 
But this is a mistake ; and it arises from looking at 
the surfitce of things, or regardin^^ their sound and ap- 
pearance, and is a striking illustration of the law 
maxim, ''Htsret iH Htera, fMPH in c&riteeJ^ 

Th<3 primary and essentia idto in the numbeva 
'^six" and '> seven," as used in the command^ is that 
1* 
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of piopoftion. It marks the namber of days to be 
devoted to secular coQcerns, compared with those to 
be devoted to rest and spiritual duties. " Six days 
Shalt thou labor ; " and the next day, which, of course, 
reckoning from the first working day, is ^'the sev- 
enth," thou shalt rest, and not do any work. Men 
who call their first working day the second day of the 
week, and who, on the seventh day from that, keep 
the Christian Sabbath, do as really comply with the 
spirit and the letter of the fourth commandment, as 
men did who of old kept the Jewish Sabbath. " Six 
days they labor, and in them do all their work ; and 
the seventh day they rest, and do not do any work ; " 
and that is the spiritj as well as the letter, of the com* 
mand. It is based on the arrangement made for man, 
whose nature requires, after working, with suitable 
diligence, six days, that the seventh should be devoted 
to rest and to spiritual duties. 

That it is not chronological or numerical identity, 
that is referred to, or is the primary and essential idea 
in the Sabbath law, is evident from the fact that every 
spot on the earth is constantly changing its position 
with regard to the 3un ; and that day and night, the 
first day and the seventh, in different places, and to 
different people, come at totally different times. They 
may be a half a day, or even a whole day, apart ; and 
yet each may obey the law. Six days they may la- 
bor, and in them do all their work. The seventh, 
whether they call it seventh in their week, or not, 
they may rest, and both keep the Sabbath, according 
to the commandment. 

The Christians in New Holland, or in China, keep 
the Sabbath at a very different; time from the Chris- 
tians in America. And even should a people lose the 
original reckoning of time, as some people may have 
done, still they need not, and, if pious and enlight- 
ened, would not, live without a Sabbath, nor without 
obeying the Sabbath law. Six days they would la«v 
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hot, and in them do all their work ; and the serei^ 
day they would rest, and worship God ; and would 
thus acceptably keep the Sabbath. ^ 

No identical period of duration is, in itself, intrin^ 
sically holy ; but one seventh is set apart by Jehoyah 
for sacred purposes. On that account it is called holy; 
as the temple and the sacred vessels were called holy, 
because devoted to holy purposes. 

Two pious colonies start from the same place : one 
goes east, and the other west. They continue their 
journey till they meet on the same parallel of longi- 
tude, and in different latitudes : they settle for life. 
They are now a whole day apart ; and, should they 
continue till they should reach the longitude from 
which they started, they would be two days apart. 
And yet each might, all the way, though at diflferent 
times, be obeying the spirit and the letter of the fourth 
commandment, and in a manner equally acceptable to 
God. 

When the English sailors first visited Pitcaim's 
Island, they arrived on Saturday, and found the 
idanders, with John Adams at their head, keeping the 
Christian Sabbath. They had gone to the island in 
different directions. The consequence was, that the 
Saturday of the one was the Sabbath of the other, 
and the Sabbath of the one was the Monday of the 
other. And yet each company might continue to 
keep the Sabbath, according to its own reckoning, if 
they were not to live together, and might do it with 
equal acceptance ; though, if they were to live to- 
gether, it might be their duty to change ; and either 
company might change its days of labor and of rest, 
so as to conform to the other ; and whichever party 
should change, they would continue, as they had done 
before, to conform to the spirit and to the letter of the 
Sahbath law. 

Is it, then, of no importance which of the six days 
in a week men occupy for labor and secular concerns, 
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nd which foi rest and for spiritual duties ? May esuA 
Mlecl bis own time, vithoul regard to the divins 
saqption, or the general good ? No. In the (irst place, 
there should be agreemeni as to the time, that each 
Qiay not incommode, but may assist, the others in the 
epjoyment of the privileges, and the performance ot 
the duties, of the Sabbath. And that there may be 
agreement, each should inquire with regard to the 
will of God, and observe the day vrhieh is indicated, 
in his word and by his providence, as suited to tfa# 
end for which the Sabbath was appointed. 

When the great object was to celebrate the mani- 
festation of Jehovah as Creator, it was suitable that 
the day selected should be that on which he fin* 
isbed the work of creation, and on which he rested 
himself, and thus, as Lord of creation, gave to the 
observance of the Sabbath the sanption of his 
example, 

Should the time ever come, when he should make 
greater and more glorious displays of himself, than 
were made in the physical creation, reason would 
seem to require — we should naturally expect -** that 
those displays would be celebrated ; not, indeed, to 
the ejiclusion of the other, but in addition to the 
Other, and in proportion to their magnitude and im- 
pt^rtance. 

Has he ever made any displays of himself, which 
he represents as more glorious than those which were 
mftde in the physical creation ? The heavens declare 
hia glory, and the firmament dioweth his handy- 
work. These are, indeed, bright manifestations of 
S'ory, and are worthy of a weekly oelebmrion. Is 
«re any Jthing vhiph exceeds in glory? which 
shows, not only wisdcmi, power, and goodness, but, in 
addition, unsearchable riches of kmdnessj eompassum^ 
and grace 1 which displays justice and mercy meeting 
X&fj^lii^tf righte<Misiless and peace emb^facing each 
QtMf ? What saith the jurophetj the man ii^ied of 
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God, to speak for him, in this matter ? ^^ Behold i I 
create new heavens and a new earth; the former 
shall not be remembered nor come into mind. Then 
shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a 
branch shall grow out of his roots." *^ Righteousness 
shall be the girdle of his loins, and faithfulness the 
girdle of his reins. The wolf shall dwell with the 
lamb ; the leopard shall lie down with the kid ; the 
calf, and the young lion, and the fatling, together ; and 
a little child shall lead them. The cow and the bear 
shall feed ; their young ones shall lie down together. 
The sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, 
and the weaned child put his hand on the cockatrice^s 
den ; and they shall not hurt nor destroy in all my 
holy mountain : for the earth shall be full of the 
knotoledge of Jehovah, as the waters cover the sea.** 

What is that knowledge of Jehovah, which is to 
work such wonders ? Is it the knowledge of him as 
Creator merely ; stretching out the heavens as a cur- 
tain, and the earth as a tent, to dwell in ? Is it thai 
in six days he created heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is; and that men, from week to* 
week, have celebrated these displays of his glory ? Are 
these the principal displays which are to be celebrated^ 
when men shall beat their swords into plough.shares, 
and their spears into pruning-hooks ? when the lion and 
the lamb shall lie down together, and there is nothing 
to hurt or destroy ? What saith Jehovah himself in 
this matter ? 

"Be ye glad, and rejoice forever in that which I 
create.** And what is it? The physical creation f 
"Behold, I create Jerusalem a rejoidng, and her 
people a joy. I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in* 
my people ; and the voice of weeping shall no more^ 
be heard in her, nor the voice of crying. No more 
shall there be an infant of days, or an old man that 
hath not fulfilled his days ; for he that dieth at a 
hundred years^ shall die a boy ; and the sinner that 
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iieth •! a hundred yean^ shall be deemed accaraecL 
For as the days of a tree shall be the days of my 
people ; and they sbaU wear out the works of their 
own hands. The wolf and the lamb shall feed to- 
gether ; and they shall not hurt nor destroyi in all my 
holy mountaiUi saith Jehotrah." 

Sueh are the glories which are to be celebrated) 
when the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
£brd, as the waters fill the seas — the glories of Jeho- 
vah not as Creator merely, or principally, but the 
glories of Jehovah as Redeemer. No sooner does he 
appear as God, manifest in the flesh, than suddenly 
there is with the angels a multitude of the heavenly 
hosts, crying, '< Glort to God in the highest/' 
Why? Because that in six days he created the 
heavens and the earth ? No ; not that merely, or prio^ 
oipally ; but because there is '^ peace on earth, good- 
will to men," through those wondrous manifestar 
tions, into which angels desire to look, of a just Gob, 

AND YET A SaVIOU. 

The first creation made men creatures, and placed 
them where, by their voluntary rebellion, they became 
sinners, and exposed to endless death ; the second 
creation makes men saints, and prepares them to be 
kings and priests unto God, and to reign with him 
forever and ever. 

No wonder the inspired penman, in view of it, broke 
out, " Open to me the gates of righteousnesg ; I will go 
into them and praise Jehovah ; this gate of Jehovah 
into which the righteous shall enter. I will praise 
thee ; for thou hast heard me, and art become my soi* 
vaiionJ^ And how was this done ? ' '' Behold, I lay 
in Zion, for a foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a 
]Nrecious corner-stone, a sure foundation. He that be- 
lieveth on him shall not be confounded." This is the 
stone which was set at nought of those buildecs, and 
which is become the head-stone of the comer. This 
ae Jehovah's doing preeminently, and it is marvellous 
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in our eyes. This is the worlc which excites their 
highest admiration, and calls forth their toudest praises. 
And this is the day which the Lord hath made, on 
which especially to celebrate thia glory ; apd we will 
rejoice and be glad in it. 

O, give thanks unto Jehovah, for he is good, for Mm 
mercy endureih ferever. Who shaH not fear thee, O 
Lord, and glorify thy name ! for thon only art holy^ 
for all nations shall come and worship before thee. 
Blessed he the Ood and Paihet ^f our Lard Je9U$ 
Christ J who hath blessed tis with aUspiriUial hlesningn 
in heavenly places in Christ; in whom we have ra- 
demption through his blood, the fargiveness of $dns 
€u:cording to the riches qf gr(Ue^ wh&^ein ho hoik 
abounded towards us ; that in the dispensation of tho 
fulness of time he might gather together in one aU 
things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and uMdk 
are on earth, even in him. This was peculiarly to be 
the theme for Christian celebration, from week to 
week, on the Christian Sabbath. 

Six times in the Ne¥^ Testament are the passages 
concerning this foundation laid in Zion applied, by 
inspired men, to Jesus Christ. He was the stone set 
at nought of those builders, and by his resurrection, the 
demonstration of his Messiahship, he became the head- 
stone of the eoTQer. That was the day which the 
l4)rd had made, in which sinners who should believe 
<>n him would r^oice and be glad. And they would 
9xpne«$ their jo^ in public ctnd devout thanksgiving. 
Beoce, when this is apcoqipli^hed, we should not fa# 
lui^risedy should they pay, *' oouae, let us sing unto 
the Uord, and lei as make » joyful nom unto the Rock 
of mx pal vation ; nor i£ w^ ^^m tk&m a^tvaUy sipguig, 

^^ This is the day the Lord hath made ; 
I^e 0^ the hoiora l^is own ; 
Jj^i heaven lejoice, let earth he gl^^ 
And praise surround the throne. 

♦* To-day he rose, fuid left the deftfi^ 
And Satan's empire fbll ; 
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To-day the Mints his triaraplM tpraftd. 
And all hii wonden tell. 

** Hoeanna im tk» highest MrmUu 
The church on earth can raiie ; 
The hiflrfaeit heareni, in which he reigns, 
Shall fire him nobler praise." 

Such have actually been the facts. Ever since He 
who had power to lay down his life, riiowed that he 
had power to take it again, by bursting the bands of 
death, and rising triumphant, leading captivity captive, 
his disciples have assembled on the day of his resur- 
rection to worship and adore. For eighteen hundred 
years has been sung, by the church on earth, a new 
mmgf and one which the physical creation merely 
could never inspire. 

'' Thou art worthy, for thou wast slain, and hast re- 
deemed us unto God, by thy blood, out of every kin- 
dred, and tongue, and people, and nation." This is 
now their practice ; and such it will continue to be, till 
this song of the church on earth i& swallowed up in 
the song of the church in heaven. 

** And when their feeble, stammering tongues 
Lie silent in the grare. 
Then, in a nobler, sweeter song, 
Thej'n sing his power to save." 

God has blessed this practice in every age, and 
made it instrumental in extending the boundaries of 
his kingdom, multiplying the number of his subjects, 
and preparing them to dwell in his presence, behold 
his glory, and rejoice in his love. This number is now 
increasing, and they will continue to increase, till they 
shalF become a multitude which no man can number, 
out of every nation, and kindred, and people, and 
tongue. 

Have they done right in this ? And are men now 
doing right in keeping the day of the resurrection of the 
Savior, and the finishing of his atoning work for their 
salvation, as the Christian Sabbath ? — the day when 
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the business of this world shall be suspended, and they 
not forsake the assembling of themselves together 
to worship and adore Jehovah, not as their CreatOFi 
n^rely, but as their Redeemer and Sanetifier ? and in 
view of those new heavens and new earth, which he 
creates, and makes so much more glorious, that the 
former, in comparison, are hardly remembeAd, or 
come into mind ? 

Have they divine warrant for this practice ? Has it 
been sanctioned by the Lord of the Sabbath ? What 
are the facts ? 

When he became incarnate for the purpose of work- 
ing out for men this great salvation^ he was made 
mider the law, which was written by Grod on tables of 
stone, and proclaimed by Moses to the people. It be- 
came him, in that condition, to fulfil all righteousnesSi 
and to yield obedience both to the moral and to the 
ceremonial laws. He kept the weekly Sabbath, on the 
day which, according to their reckoning, wd& the sev- 
enth ; and his custom was, to go with others into the 
synagogue for worship. Hence we find him, on one 
of those occasions, reading, in the hearing of the peo- 
ple, a part of the prophecy of Isaiah concerning him- 
self ; and then, as a public teacher, giving them in- 
struction with regard to his character and kingdom. 
This continued to be his custom till his death ; when 
was fulfilled in him the prophecy of the Psalmist, and 
he was as a stone set at nought of those builders. 
But after his resurrection, when, according to the same 
prophecy, he became the head-stone of the corner, w^ 
hear no rnore of his going intb the synagogue, or any 
other place for public worship, on that seventh day^ 
(the day in which he had lain in the grave,) or even 
of his meeting with his disciples. It had been to them 
a day of sadness, of darkness, and gloom ; while, 
although he had all power, he had suffered his body 
to remain a lifeless corpse in the tomb. But on the 
morning of the first day of the week the darkness fled 

NO, II. 2 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



14 

away. The angel of the Lord descended and rolled 
back the stone. His countenance was like lightning, 
and his raiment white as snow. For fear of him, the 
keepers, who had been stationed to prevent his rising, 
or being stolen away, became as dead men. The 
women who assembled to anoint his body, are told 
that he is not there, that he has arisen, and if they go 
into Galilee, they shall see him. But hardly have they 
turned to bear the tidings, when he meets them, say- 
ing, '< All hail !" And they hold him by the feet and 
worship him. 

Thus opened the day which the Lord had made 
^ for this glorious consummation, and on which the 
future millions of his people, in coming generations, 
would rejoice and be glad. The news was soon 
spread that he was risen, and his disciples were at 
the sepulchre, but he was not there. As he died 
for their sins, according to the Scriptures, so he 
rose again for their justification, according to the 
Scriptures. And four times on that day did he appear 
to his disciples. The last time is recorded by the 
Holy Ghost with special particularity. " The same 
day, at evening, being the first day of the week, when 
the doors were shut, where the disciples were assem- 
bled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus, and stood in the 
midst of them, and saith unto them, Peace be unto 
Tou. And when he had so said, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, 
when they saw the Lord. It was the day which he 
had made, and they began to rejoice and be giad in it. 
Then said Jesus unto them again, Peace be unto 
you. As my Father hath sent me, even so send I you. 
And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and 
said, Receive ye the Holt Ghost. Whoseso- 
ever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them ; and 
whosesoever sins ye retain, they are retained." Thus, 
according to his promise, though, on account of his 
departure, their hearts, on the Sabbath of the old cre- 
ation, had been sorrowful, yet now, on this day, which 
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commemorates the new, he meets them again, and 
their sorrow is turned into joy, and their joy no man 
takes from them. For he himself would be with 
them. And even where two or three only should be 
gathered together in his name, there would he be, in 
the midst of them, to bless them. 

Thus, on that first day, he not only met with his 
disciples, — a thing which we have no account of his 
doing, after his resurrection, on that seventh day, — 
but he blessed them in their meeting, saying, " Peace 
be unto you,^^ — evidently approving of what they 
were doing. And he appointed them as his ambassa- 
dors, to go forth in his name, and establish the new 
dispensation ; and he gave them the Holy Ghost, to 
fit them for their work ; thus fulfilling towards them 
the great New Testament promise, and marking, in a 
strong and peculiar manner, in his providence, and by 
his grace, that first day of the week. 

The resurrection of the Redeemer, the assembling 
of his disciples, the manifestation of himself to them, 
the approval which he bestows upon them, the com- 
mission which he gives them, the Holy Ghost, 
which he imparts to them, — all give to this day, 
in view of his disciples, a grand peculiarity, and 
strongly mark it for their future guidance. And, as 
he has given them the Holy Ghost to teach them, and 
to bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever 
he has said unto them, and to lead them into all 
truth, as far as is needful to declare authoritatively his 
will, and adopt those practices, and establish those in- 
stitutions, which he will approve, — if it is his will that 
his followers should observe the first day of the week 
for public worship, we may expect, when the day 
comes, to find those disciples together again. And 
what is the fact ? We have no account of any meet- 
ing during the week. But after eight days, — that is, 
according to the Jewish mode of reckoning, on the 
first day of the week, — the disciples are assembled ; and 
Thomas, who was not there before, is now with them. 
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And then, too, though the doors were shut^ came 
Josus, and stood again in the midst of them. And 
again he said, " Peace be unto tou." What stronger 
marks of his approbation could he give them? 
or of his sanction of the course which they were 
taking? 

And to Thomas, who had not before seen him 
after his resurrection, and who had declared that, ex- 
cept he should see in his hands the print of the nails, 
and put his finger into the print of the nails, and thrust 
his hand into his side, be would not believe, he said, 
" Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands, and 
reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side, and 
be not faithless, but believing." And Thomas said unto 
him, " My Lord and my God." And he said, *' Thom- 
as, because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed; 
blessed are they that have, not seen me, and yet have 
believed." And many other signs did Jesus, in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not recorded. 
But these are recorded, that men might believe, and 
that, in believing, they might have life through his 
name. 

Thus ended the second first day of the week. In 
what way could it end more suitably, if that was, in 
future, to be the day when his disciples were to as- 
semble together in his name, and he was to meet with 
Ihem, and grant them his blessing ? And what more 
suitable than for the Holy Ghost to record, with such 
Bdinuteness, those meetings of Christ and his disci- 
ples, and what took place at them, while he says not 
a word of his ever meeting with them, or eyen of 
their naeeting together on that seventh day, during 
all the time of his continuance with them on earth ? 
They were recorded, and with such minuteness, for 
our instruction, that we might have all needed evi- 
dence of his will in this matter, and that, in foUow- 
ing him and his disciples, whom he inspired by the 
Holy Ghost, we do not err. 

All things, thus far, seem to correspond with the 
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idea awakened by prophecy, and realized in fact, that 
this, and not the old Sabbath, commemorating the 
l^ysical creation, when he lay in the grave, and his 
disciples in sadness w^e scattered, each one to his 
own, was, in future, to be the day for their religioos 
rejoicing and praise — the day when they were to as- 
semble, and hear of God in Christ reconciling the 
Tvorld unto himself y not imputing their trespasses unto 
them, but forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin. 
The old state of things was not, comparatively, to be 
remembered, or to come into mind. The new crea- 
tion was to occupy its place ; and the Church, and 
her ministers, her ordinances, her Sabbaths, and her 
\«rorsbip, were all to be organized with reference, not 
principally to creation, but to redemption, and to the 
time when' not Jews only, or Gentiles, but all flesh, 
should come to worship before Jehovah, and the 
kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven, should be given to the 
people of the saints of the Most High God, whose 
kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and of whose do- 
minion there is no end. 

But although, in meeting together on that first day, 
they were blessed by their Savior, and their hearts 
were replenished by his spirit, yet they had not re- 
ceived all things that were needful to furnish them 
thoroughly to disciple all nations, and teach them to 
obserwe all things whatsoever he had commanded 
them. For this they must be miraculously taught a 
knowledge of the foreign languages in which they 
would be called to preach and to teach in his name ; 
for this ih€y must wait at Jerusalem ,' and for this 
they did wait, not merely till the seventh day, as 
might have been expected, if that were in future to 
be the day for the special manifestations of his grace, 
but till the first day — the day of his resurrection, 
and of the gift of his Spirit. 

Then suddenly there was a sound from heaven as 
2» 
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(rf a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and sat upon each of them ; and 
they were filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 
utterance. Parthians, Medee, Elamites, dweUers in 
Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus and 
Asia, Phrygia and Family lia, in Egypt, in parts 
of Libya about Gyrene, and strangers of Rome, 
Jews and proselytes, Cretes and Arabians, — all heard 
them speak, each in his own tongue, the wonderful 
•works of God. 

And what were these wonderful works, which, on 
tiiat great day of divine manifestation, they pro- 
claimed ? Were they the wonders of creation ? No ; 
the wonders of redemption ; the death and res- 
urrection of the Savior; his exaltation to the 
right hand of God; the gift of the Holy Ghost 
in fulfilment of prophecy — "I will pour out my 
spirit upon all flesh ; your sons and your daughters 
nhall prophesy ; your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams. And on my 
servants, and on my handnnaidens, I will pour out my 
jlpirit, and they shall prophesy. And I will show won- 
-ders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath, 
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, be- 
fore the great and notable day of the Lord come. 
Jsnd it shall come to pass that ^whosoever shall call 
on the name of the Lord shall be savedJ*^ 

These were the wonderful works of God, which 
Ihey proclaimed — salvation through a crucified, 
risen, glorified Redeemer. And what day could be 
more suited to that, than the day which God selected 
for that purpose ? But did he accompany their preach- 
ing on that day with his spirit, and render it efficacious 
to the salvation of men ? Were those who had been 
tiomof the flesh, on that day bom of the spirit, and 
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induced to live, henceforward, not unto themselves, 
but unto Him who died for them^ and rose again ? 
What saith the Spirit ? They were pricked in their 
heart, and said unto Peter, and to the rest of the 
apostles, "Men and brethren, what shall we do?" 
(that is, to be saved.) He said unto them, "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, for the remission of sins." They did so ; 
and the same day were added unto them three thoce 
sand souls. So mightily, on that first day of the week, 
grew the word of the Lord, and prevailed. 

What was afterward the conduct of the apostles in 
this matter ? They had been commissioned by the 
Savior, and were now furnished by the Holy Ghost, 
to go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature. They went out and preached according to 
his direction. And, as men embraced the gospel and 
were gathered into churches, they commanded them 
not to forsake the assembling of themselves together 
to worship God, to sing his praises, to hear his gospel, 
to celebrate the Lord's supper, and to contribute of 
their substance for the benefit of the poor. They 
did assemble from week to week, for these purposes. 
On what day did they do this ? On the seventh day, 
or on the first, of the Jewish week ? Mosheim says, 
(vol. i. p. 45,) " In the first century, all Christians 
were unanimous in setting apart the first day of the 
week, on which the Savior arose from the dead, for 
the solemn celebration of public worship. This pious 
custom, which was derived from the church in Jeru- 
salem, was founded upon the express appointment of 
the apostleSf who themselves consecrated that day to 
the same sacred purpose; and it was observed uni- 
versally, as appears from the united testimony of the 
most credible writers. 

" The seventh day was also observed as a festival^ 
not by Christians in general^ but by such churches 
as were principally composed of Jewish converts." 
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That the Jews, the enemies and rejectors of the 
Messiah and his salvation, continued to observe the 
seventh day as the Sabt)ath, is evident. And to some 
extent, some of them, and such as followed them, con- 
tinued to do this after they had embraced the Chris- 
tian religion. But at the same time, even they ob- 
served the first day of the week for Christian worship. 
Hence Theodoret, {Haret Fab. ii. i.,) speaking of 
the Ebionites, a party of Judaizing Christians, 
says, "They keep the Sabbath according to the 
Jewish law, and sanctify the Lord's day in like 
manner as we do.^^ " This," says Professor Stuart, 
" gives a good historical view of the state of things in 
the early ages of the church. The zealots for the law 
wished the Jewish Sabbath to be observed, as well as 
the Lord's day ; for about the latter there appears never 
to have been any question^ among any class of Chris- 
tians, so far as I have been able to discover. The 
early Christians, one and all of them, held the first 
day of the week to be sacred,^^ 

And whence did they derive that practice, but from 
the apostles themselves ? And as they had been ap- 
pointed by God and replenished with the Spirit for the 
express purpose of making known his will in this mat- 
ter as well as other things pertaining to the establish- 
ment and welfare of the Christian church, we have in 
this the sanction of God himself. In observing the 
first day of the week for religious worship, they fol- 
lowed no cunningly-devised fable, but the known will 
of their Lord ; and that practice has been continued 
in the Christian world from that day to this. So gen- 
eral was it, even before the death of the apostles, and 
mider their direction, that the day, by way of dis- 
tinction, was called the Lord's day; that is, the 
day especially devoted to his worship. 

As the supper which commemorated his death was 
called " the Lord's supper," so the day of his resurrec- 
tion, on which they met for his worship, was called 
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" the Lord's day." And so universal was the habil 
of observing it, that it was, without explanation, evi* 
dently understood at that time throughout the Chris- 
tian world. 

Hence the apostle John says, ''I was in the 
Spirit on the Lord's day." What day that was, all 
Christians knew. It was the day of his resurrectioBi 
when they assembled to worship their Lord. 

Hence Ignatius, bishop of Antioch, A. D. 101, only 
about half a dozen years after the death of the apos* 
tie, speaks of the Lord's day familiarly and without 
explanations, as if every body understood it. And he 
gives this title to the first day of the week exactly 
after the manner of the apostle himself "Let us 
(Christians) no more sabbatize," he says, (that is, keep 
the seventh day, as the Jews did,) " but let us keep the 
Lord's day." " Let every one that loves Christ keep 
holy the Lord's day, the queen of days, the resur- 
rection day, the highest of all days." 

This shows what was meant by the Lord's day ; 
it was the resurrection day; and also why it was 
called the Lord's day. It was the day when Chris- 
tians assembled for public worship, and which they 
kept holy, as the Christian Sabbath. 

Theophihis, bishop of Antioch, about A. D. 162, 
says, "Both custom and reason challenge from us 
that we should honor the Lord's day, seeing on 
that day it was that our Lord Jesus completed his res- 
urrection from the dead." 

Hence Irenaeus, bishop of Lyons, a disciple of 
Polyearp, who had been the companion of the apos- 
tles, A. D. 167, says, that the Lord's day was the 
Christian's Sabbath. His words are, " On the Lord's 
day, every one of us Christians keeps the Sabbath^ 
meditating on the law, and rejoicing in the works 
(rfGod." 

And Dionysius, who lived in the time of Irenaras, 
in writing to the Romans, A. D. 170, says, " We cele?- 
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hnXe the Lord's day ; " and he informed them that 
the Epistles of Clement, their late bishop, were read 
in the church at Corinth, " while they were keeping 
the Lord's day holy." 

Clement of Alexandria, A. D. 192, says, " A Chris- 
tian, according to the command of the gospel, observes 
the Lord's day, thereby glorifying the resurrection of 
the Lord." And again he says, " The Lord's day is 
the eighth day ; " that is, according to the Jewish 
reckoning, on the day that came next after the Jewish 
Sabbath, viz. the first day of the week. 

Tertuliian, about the same time, says, " The Lord's 
day is the holy day of the Christian church." ** We 
have nothing to do with the Sabbath," (that is, the 
Jewish Sabbath.) " The Lord's day is the Christian's 
solemnity." 

Such are the testimonies of men, who knew, con- 
cerning the meaning of the Lord's day, the reason why 
it received that designation, and the manner in which 
Christians, commencing with the apostles, and con- 
tinuing for the next hundred years after their death, 
viewed and treated that day. It was to them a holy 
day ; a day for religious worship ; the Christian's Sab- 
bath. And it was with reference to that, that the 
apostles directed them not to forsake the assembling 
of themselves together, as the manner of some was, 
but to exhort one another, and so much the more as 
they should see the day of their salvation approaching. 
And when the whole church were come together in 
one place, he tells them what to do, and the manner 
in which they should do it. " Let a man examine 
himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink 
of that cup," which showed forth the Lord's death. 
That was one part of their business, on the Lord's day, 
to partake of the Lord's supper. They were also to 
speak and to hear according to the oracles of God; 
that God in all things might be glorified through Je- 
sus Christ. And they were to teach and admonish one 
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another in psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, 
singing with grace in their hearts unto the Lord. In 
short, they were to worship God, learn his will, 
sing his praises, pray to him for the blessings which 
they needed, and commemorate the dying love of 
Him, who, though he was rich, yet for their sakes 
became poor, that they, through his poverty, might be 
rich ; and to manifest his spirit, by contributing, on those 
occasions, as God should have blessed them, for the 
relief of their poor and suffering brethren. And such, 
we learn, not only from men who were companions 
and the immediate successors of the apostles, but from 
the apostles themselves, was the fact. 

Hence Paul says to the Corinthians, "Now, con- 
cerning the collection for the saints, as I have given 
order to the churches of Galatia, even so do ye : upon 
the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by 
him in store, as God hath prospered him, that there be 
no gatherings when I come." This laying by in 
store was not laying by at home, for that would not 
prevent gatherings when he should come. This 
could be done only by putting it into one com- 
mon stock, that it might be ready on his arrival. 
Why was that to be done regularly on the first day of 
each week ? Because that >vas the time when they reg- 
ularly assembled together. And it was suitable, when 
they were assembled to praise God for his goodness 
and mercy to them, that they should manifest some- 
thing of the same spirit, by showing mercy and doing 
good to others. It would be a means of cultivating 
a merciful spirit in themselves, and a good way to 
manifest it to their fellow-men. It was the conve- 
nient and proper time for that object. 

Hence also at Troas, on the first day of the week, 
when the disciples came together, as their custom was, 
to break bread, Paul, having tarried, it would seem, a 
number of days for that purpose, preached unto them, 
ready to depart on the morrow. Audit being the only 
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opportunity he might have, he continued his speech 
till midnight. After that, he administered to them the 
Lord's supper, and departed, and went to Mitylene. 

Thus it appears that they went, according to their 
commission, from city to city, preaching the gospel, 
as they had opportunity, and teaching men to obserms 
all things whatsoever Christ had commanded them. 
And as churches were gathered, they, according to 
their directions, assembled together for the purpose of 
hearing the gospel, for the breaking of bread, and for 
prayer ; for the singing of praises, and making con- 
tributions for the relief of the destitute. And in the 
doing of this they continued steadfastly in the apostles* 
doctrine. And as they were the accredited ambassa- 
dors of Christ, inspired by him to make known infalli- 
bly his will, and establish things according to it, in 
the New Testament church, we have in this the sane- 
tion of Christ himself. And this practice, conmien- 
cing with the apostles, continued not only while they 
lived, but after they were dead, and extended not only 
to one, or to a few, but to all Christian countries. 
Hence the testimony of Ignatius and Irenaeus, Dio- 
nysius and Theophilus, Clement and TertuUian, and 
others which we have noticed, and all within one hun- 
dred years of the death of the apostle John, and some 
of them living in the days of the apostles, and must 
have known, with infallible certainty, what were their 
teaching and practice in this matter. 

Hence, too, Barnabas, who, if not a companion of 
the apostles, lived in the apostolic age, says, " We " 
(Christians) " keep the eighth day," (that is, the first 
day of the week,) "as a joyful holy day, on which 
day, also, Jesus arose from the dead." 

Pliny the Younger, who was governor of Bi- 
thynia, A. D. 107, not ten years after the death of the 
apostle John, wrote to the Emperor Trajan, and gave 
him a statement of the practices of the Christians, as 
be had received it from some who, on account of the 
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extremity of their sufferings under persecution, hail 
apostatized from their religion. He says, "They," (the 
Christians)'' were accustomed, on a stated day, to meet 
before daylight, and to repeat hymns to Christ, as to 
a God, and to bind themselves, by a sacred obligation, 
not to commit any wickedness, but, on the contrary, 
to abstain from thefts, robberies, and adulteries ; also, 
not to violate their promise, or deny a pledge ; after 
which, it was their custom to separate and meet again 
at a promiscuous and harmless meal ; " that is, for 
the celebration of the Lord's supper. 

Here, then, we hare, almost immediately after the 
death of the last apostle, the Christians in Bithynia 
meeting on a stated day for public worship, for enter- 
ing into solemn covenant with God, and with one 
another, and for commemorating the sacrament of the 
supper, as they did at Corinth in thfe days of Paul, 
when he commanded them, " if they wiriied to eat an 
ordinary meal for the satisfying of hunger, to do it at 
home, where, for that purpose, they had houses to eat 
and to drink in, and that, when they came together 
to eat the Lord's supper, they should tarry one for 
another, that they come not together to condemna- 
tion." It seems they ccune together — that this was 
their custom, and on a stated day. And what waa 
that stated day? We have seen, both from the New 
Testament and from the Christian fathers who Uved 
in the second century, and in the first after the death 
of the apostles, that it was the day of the resunrection, 
the first day of the week, the Lord's day, the Chris- 
tian Sabbath. 

Hence the fact, that their petsecutors, when they 
wished to know whether men were Christians, were 
accustomed to put to them this question, viz. '' Do^ 
rmnicum servasti?^^ — "Hast thou kept the Lord's 
day ? " If they had, they were Christians. This wai 
the badge of their Christianity, in distinction from 
Jews and pagans. And if they said they hadj and 

NO. II. 3 
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would not recant, thoy must be pat to death. And 
what, when they continued steadfast, was their 
answer ? '' Chrisiianus sum; itUermittere nonpossum^^ 
-— *' I am a Christian ; I cannot omit it." — It is a badge 
of my religion, and the man who assumes it most of 
course keep the Lord's day, because it is the will of 
his Lord ; and should he abandon it, he would be an 
apostate from his religion. 

It was also then, as it is now, a standing evidence 
of his resurrection, the demonstration of his Messiah- 
ship, a testimony of their faith in him as their Re- 
deemer, an emblem of the rest that remained for them, 
and a season of special preparation, that they might 
be partakers of its joys. It was the day when he 
manifested himself to them, even two or three of 
them, who were gathered together in his name, and 
took up his abode with them, and they commemo- 
rated that love to them which was stronger than 
death, which many waters could not quench, and 
which floods could not dro^n. And so it has been 
ever since. " Ckristiani ftierunt; intermittere non 
potuerintJ*^ 

Justin Martyr, in his "Apology for the Christians," 
addressed to the Emperor Antoninus^ A. D. 147, 
(Apol. i. chap. 67,) gives the following account of the 
practice of the Christians in his day : " On the day 
called " (that is, by the Romans) " Sunday, there is 
a meeting in one place of all the Christians that live 
either in the towns or in the country, and the memoirs 
of the apostles," (that is, their memoirs, as is sup- 
posed, of the Savior, in the four Gospels,) "or the 
writings of the prophets, are read to them, as long as 
is suitable. When the reader stops, the president pro- 
nounces an admonition, and exhorts to an imitation 
of those noble examples ; after which, we arise and 
begin to pray." He then describes the celebration of 
the Lord's supper, and the collection which was taken 
up for the poor, and closes by mentioning several 
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reasons why they selected that day of the week for 
public worship. One of them is, that it was the day 
on which Jesus Christ, our Savior, arose from tbie 
dead. Thus they continued evidently to follow sub* 
stantially the same course which was adopted under 
the eye, and by the direction, of the apostles, as 
shown by their Acts and Epistles. 

Ambrose, bishop of Milan, says, " The Lord's day 
is sacred, or consecrated, by the resurrection of 
Christ.'^ 

Augustine says. " The Lord's day was by the resur- 
rection declared to Christians; and from that very 
time, it began to be celebrated as the Christian fes- 
tival." 

Athanasius says, '^ The Lord transferred the Sab- 
bath to the Lord's day." 

Yet, as we saw in the case of the Eftionites, some 
— especially the Judaizing Christians, and those who 
followed them — kept both days as more or less sa- 
cred. And, although this was connived at for a time, 
it was not considered by the most enlightened as 
either needful or right. It was not in accordance 
with that previous law, on which the sabbatical law 
was founded, viz. " Six days shalt thou labor and do 
all thy work." And the couqcil of Laodicea, about 
the year 350, said, "Christians must not Judaize," 
(keep the Jewish Sabbath ;) " rather must they prefer 
in honor the Lord's day, and, if it be in their power, 
must rest in it, as Christians." 

Constantino, when he came to the throne, A. D. 
316, enjoined the religious observance of the Lord's 
day, not only on all his own household, but com- 
manded that it should be kept as a day of rest through- 
out the Roman empire, with the exception of what 
he considered works of necessity. He decreed, also, 
that the religious soldiers in his armies should be per- 
mitted to perform their religious duties, on that day, 
without molestation. This he allowed, also, to snch 
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as desired it, on the Jewish Sabbath. Bat the ob- 
aenrance of the seventfi day, though it had been con- 
niired at, and was by the emperor permitted, iv-as not, 
as we see by the doings of the council of Laodicea, 
considered to be proper ; and they even went so far, 
though improperly, as to say, '< If they be found Ju- 
daists," (keeping the seventh day,) '^ let them be ac- 
cursed." Leo, bishop of Rome, in behalf of the 
church, about the year 440, said, '^ We ordain, accord- 
ing to the true meaning of the Holy Ghost, and of the 
apostles, as thereby directed, that on the sacred day 
wherein oiu own integrity was restored, all do rest and 
eease from labor ; that neither husbandmen nor other 
persons on that day put their hands to forbidden 
works; for, if the Jews did so much honor their 
Sabbaths, which were but a shadow of ours, are not 
we, who inhabit the light and truth of grace, bound 
to honor that day which the Lord himself hath hon- 
ored, and hath therein delivered us both from dis- 
honor and death ? Are we not bound to keep it sin- 
gular and inviolable, well contenting ourselves with 
so liberal a grant of the remainder, and not encroach- 
ing upon that one day which God hath chosen to his 
own honor ? Were it not reckless neglect of religion 
to make that very day common, and to think we may 
do with it as with the rest ? " 

Thus the keeping of the first day of the week as 
the day sacred to religious worship, is interwoven 
throughout the history of the church, from the days 
of the apostles ; and we might, were it needful, con- 
tinue the history down to the present time. It was 
in view of such facts, that Mosheim stated that, in 
the first century, all Christians were unanimous in 
setting apart the first day of the week for public wor- 
*ip, and that this was founded upon the appointment 
^ the apostles,-— who themselves consecrated the day 
to the same sacred purpose, — and that it was ob- 
served universally, as appears from the united testi- 
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mony of the most credible nmters. And in this he 
agrees with Eusebius, the great historian of the ancient 
church. 

He lived in the third century, was a man of rast 
reading, and was as well acquainted with the history 
of the church, from the days of the apostles, as any 
man of his day. Till he was about forty years old, 
he lived in great intimacy with the martyr Pamphi- 
lus, a learned and pious man, of Ccesarea, and founder 
of a very extensive library, to which Eusebius had 
constant access. He was a learned and accurate his- 
torian, and had the aid of the best helps for acquiring 
information upon all subjects connected with tha 
Christian church. 

In his '^ Commentary on the Psakns," he says, 
" On each day of our Savior's resurrection," (that is, 
every first day of the week,) '' which is called Lord's 
day, we may see those who partake of that conse- 
crated food, and that body " (of Christ) '' which has 
saving efficacy, after the eating of it, bowing down to 
him." 

<<I think that he" (the Psahnist) <' describes the 
morning assemblies in which we " (Christians) '' are 
accustomed to assemble, throughout tketvorUL^^ And 
again: 

'^By this is prophetically signified the service 
which is performed very early and every morning of 
the resurrection day," (the first day of the week,) 
" throughout the whole worULJ*^ 

In commenting on the ninety-second psalm, which 
he calls a psalm for the Sabbath, and refers it to the 
Lord's day, he says, ''It exhorts to those things 
which are done on the resurrection day." And, after 
observing that the sabbatical law was addressed to 
the Jews, and that they often violated it, he says, 
** The Word," (Christ,) " by the new covenant^ trans- 

LATID ANP TIUNSrSRRED THE FEAST OF THE Sa^- 
BATH TO THE MOftNlNO LIGHT, AND GAVE US THE 
3» 
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nam ebst, viz. the sating IjOSd's dat; the farsi" 
(day) *^of the Hght^ in which the Savior of the 
world, after all his labor among men, obtained the 
victory over death, and passed the portals of heaven, 
having achieved a woi^ superior to the six days' crea- 
tion. 

" On this day, which is the first of light and of the 
true sun, we assemble, after an interval of six daysj 
and celebrate holy and spiritual Sabbaths^ — kven 

ALL NATIONS REDEEMED BT HIM THROUGHOUT THE 

WORLD, — and do those things, according to the spir- 
itual law, which were decreed for the priests to do 
on the Sabbath ; for we make spiritual offerings and 
sacrifices, which are called sacrifices of praise smd re- 
joicing. We make incense of a good odor to ascend, 
as it is said, ' Let my prayer come up before thee as 
incense.' We also present the show-bread, reviving " 
(by the observance of the Lord's supper) "the re- 
membrance of our salvation, the blood of q)riiikliDg, 
which is the Lamb of God, who taketh away the sins 
of the world, and which purifies our souls." 

Also, " We are diligent to do zealously, on that 
day, the things enjoined in this psalm, by word and 
work making confession to the Lord, and singing in 
the name of the Most High. In the morning, with 
the rising of the light, we proclaim the mercy of 
God towards us, and his truth by night, exhibiting a 
sober and chaste demeanor. And all things whatsth 
ever that it was the duty to do 0n the Sabbath" 
(meaning the Jewish seventh day,) "thess we have 
TRANSFERRED TO THE Lord's DAT, as moro approjm- 
ately belonging to it, because it has a precedence, and 
is first in rank and more honorable than the Jewish 
Sabbath. For on that day, in making the world, God 
said, ' Let there be light,' and there was light ; and 
on the same day" (the Lord's day) " the sun of 
righteousness arose on our souls. Wherefore, it is de- 
livered to us that we should meet together on this day, 
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and it is ordered thtt we shoidd do thoie things an* 
nouneed ia this psalm." 

Such, according to his testimony, was the course 
of Christians throughout the world. And he adds, 
^' that this scripture teaches that we are to spend the 
Lord's day in leisure for religious exercises, and in 
cessation and vacation from all bodily and mortal 
works, — which the Scripture calls Sabbath and 
rest.'' 

It is not to be forgotten, that this testimony comes 
from the great ancient historian of the church, who had 
searched more thoroughly into its customs and antiqui- 
ties than any other man in the early ages. And it is 
decisive, as are the other testimonies, as to the re/i- 
gums observance of the Lord's day ; and they carry 
back the practice to the days of the apostles. As 
we have seen, it was the practice of the apostles 
themselves, under the guidance of the Holy Ghost, 
and of the Christians in their day, who followed their 
direction, and imitated their example. Of course it 
has the sancHon of the Holy Ghost himself. As such 
it has been continued in the true church of God to 
the present time. U is the original institutioriy es- 
tahlished in paradise^ and enjoined in the moral laWj 
in its spirity its essential features^ and its ends. It 
commemorates still the wonders of creation, and, in 
addition, the greater wonders of redemption ; ancl for 
that reason, it was transferred, by the Lord of the 
Sabbath, to the day of his resurrection, when he 
broke the silence of the tomb, and rose the acknowl- 
edged Conqueror of earth and hell, and the pledge of 
the resurrection and eternal life of his people. That 
was the day which he had made, in which they were 
to rejoice and be glad. Then he met with his dis- 
ciples, as they were assembled together^ spoke peace 
to their souls, and gave them his Spirit. Then, 
in fulfilment of prophecy, and of the great New Tes- 
tament promise, the Hdy Ghost descended upon them 
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in tongues <^ fire, and furnished them to go forth unto 
all nations, and preach the gospel to every creature. 
On that day, to the first sermon he gave such power, 
that three thousand, and among them cracifiers, were 
converted to Ood. On that day, in all ages, when his 
people have assembled to pray, hear the gospel, cele- 
brate his love, and communicate for the benefit of the 
poor, whom they have always had with them, that, 
whenever they would, they might do them good, he 
has, by his Spirit, met with them, — even with two or 
three thus gathered in his name, — and has blessed 
them. And so he will continue to meet with those 
who on that day assemble to worship Him who is a 
Spirit, in spirit and in truth, and will manifest himself 
to them, and take up his abode with them, so that they 
shall dwell in him, and he in them. 

Through his mighty power and abounding grace, 
their numbers will continue to increase, and increase, 
till, in the language of the prophet, " from Sabbath to 
Sabbath, all flesh shall come and worship before Je- 
hovah." For, as the new heavens and the new earth 
which he creates shall remain^ so shall their seed and 
their name remain ; and, from the rising of the sun to 
the going down of the same, the Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanctifier of men shall be praised, and the whole 
earth be full of his glory, as the waters fill the seas. 
And great voices will be heard, saying, " The king- 
doms of this world are become the kingdom of our 
God and his Christ." 

Then men will labor six days in a week, and rest on 
the seventh day. In it they will not do any work, nor 
will their children, or servants, or cattle, or the stran- 
ger that is under their control, except as the appro- 
priate duties of the Sabbath may require. But they 
will say, << O, come, let us wondiip ; let us kneel and 
bow down before the Lord our Maker, for we are the 
sheep of his pasture, and the people of his hand*" 
<' Let us enter his gates with thanksgiving, and tread 
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his courts with praise." " O, cotne^ let us sing unto 
the Lord, and make a joyful noise unto the Rock of 
our salvation." And the rising anthem will greet 
the morning sun from the farthest shores of Japan, 
and be echoed by millions on millions, as he passes 
over China and Hindostan, Europe, Africa, Amer- 
ica, and the western isles; while New Holland- 
er and Hindoo, Arab and Turk, Hottejitot and Ta- 
heitan, with every islander of every sea, and all on 
earth, and all in heaven, who have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb, will 
swell the chorus, *' Unto him that loved us, and hath 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father 
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever." 

But it is asked, Did not our Savior, when warning 
his disciples concerning their escape from Jerusalem, 
say, " Pray ye that your flight be not in the winter, 
neither on the Sabbath day," meaning the Jewish Sab- 
bath ? He did ,* and the reason was, some might 
have scruples about the lawfulness of travelling on 
that day, as far as it might be needful, in order to 
make their escape. And as the Jews were so tena- 
cious of the external observance of their Sabbath, that 
they would even suffer themselves to be cut in pieces, 
by their enemies, rather than defend themselves on 
that day, the disciples might find it difficult, if 
not impossible, to travel among them, and thus be 
hindered from making their escape. The direction 
was therefore pertinent and kind, though their custom 
was, to meet for public worship on the Lord's day. 

It is again asked, Did not the apostle go into the 
synagogue, and preach on the Sabbath ? and did not 
the Gentiles, on one occasion, after the Jews were 
gone, request him to preach to them the next Sab- 
bath ? and on the next Sabbath, did not almost the 
whole city come together to hear the word of God ? 
And did he not, on another occasion, go out to the 
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side of a river, where prayer was wont to be made, 
and, on the Sabbath, speak to the women that resorted 
there ? And when at Corinth, did not Paul reason in 
the synagogue every Sabbath, and persuade both Jews 
and Greeks ? He did. And it all shows, what no one 
who is enlightened doubts, that the Jews met together 
on that day, and that Gentiles sometimes met with 
them. And the apostles embraced those occasions, as 
good ministers would now, to preach the gospel. 

It was a good opportunity for doing it. But this is 
perfectly consistent with all that has been said about 
their observing the Lord's day. Missionaries now, 
among Jews and pagans, preach on any day, when 
the people assemble, and are willing to hear ; though 
they meet for public worship, and keep sacred the firet 
day of the week. 

The Jewish converts, and those who followed them, 
kept for a time, with more or less strictness, the sev- 
enth, as well as the first day, and the apostles did not 
at once forbid it. They directed, as they did with 
regard to some other things, that they should avoid 
harsh judgments of other Christians, and whereunto 
they had attained, walk by the same rule and mind the 
same things, with the expectation that in time God 
would give them more light, and lead to still further 
agreement. 

But does not the apostle say, that under the gospel 
there was to be no distinction of days, and that all 
Sabbaths were to be done away ? No ; he says no 
such thing ; though this has sometimes been attrib- 
uted to him. 

Under the Jewish dispensation were incorporated 
two kinds of laws. One was founded on obligations 
growing out of the nature of men, and their relations 
to God and one another ; obligations binding before 
they were written, and which will continue to be 
binding upon all who shall know them to the end of 
time. Such are the laws which were written by the 
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finger of God on the tables of stone, and are called 
moral laws. 

The other kind, called ceremonial laws, related to 
various outward observances, which were not obliga* 
tory till they were commanded, and then were bind 
ing only on the Jews, till the death of Christ. 

There were also two kinds of Sabbaths, or days of 
rest. One was a day of weekly rest ; and the com- 
mand to keep it holy was placed by the Lawgiver in 
the midst of the moral laws. It was called, by way 
of eminence, ''The Sabbath." The eommaud to 
keep the other Sabbaths was placed by the Lawgiver 
among the ceremonial laws, because it was like them, 
as the command to keep the weekly Sabbath was like 
the laws with which it was associated. One class 
were fundamental, permanent, universal, moral laws; 
the other class were local, temporary, ceremonial laws. 
One had their origin in the nature and relations of 
man, the other in the peculiar circumstances in 
which, for a time, a peculiar people were placed. 
One would be binding in all ages upon all who should 
know them, and the other would be binding only 
upon the Jews, till the death of the Messiah. 

The Jews, at the coming of Christ, being in a state 
of great spiritual darkness and grievous apostasy 
from God, did not well understand the nature and ob- 
jects of their laws. Often they overlooked the spirit, 
and were superstitiously devoted to the forms. Some, 
after they embraced the gospel, thought that the cer- 
emonial, as well as the moral, laws were binding. 
Others, nrore enlightened^ thought that they were not. 
This led to contention among them. F^ul, in the 
fourteenth chapter of Romans, presented such consid- 
erations as were adapted to lead them, in this matter, 
to a right decision. 

'' One man," he says, '' esteemeth one day above 
another. Another esteemeth every day alike. Let 
every man be fully persuaded in his own mind. He 
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that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord ; 
and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord he 
doth not regard it.» Both mean to honor God, and 
he will accept them. But what day does he speak 
of? "The Sabbath" of the fourth comnxandment, 
associated by God inseparably with the moral laws 7 
Read the connection. What is it ? One man believ- 
eth that he must worship Jehovah ; another, who is 
weak, worshippeth idols? One believeth that he 
must not commit murder, adultery, or theft, and 
another thinks he may ? Were those the laws about 
which they were contending ? and with which were 
connected the days that he speaks of? No ; about 
those laws there was no dispute. 

But, "One believeth that he may eai all things,'' 
(which are nourishing, whether allowed in the ceremo- 
nial law,which regulated such things, or not ;) "another, 
who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth 
despise him that eateth not; and let not him that 
eateth not judge him that eateth, for God hath re- 
ceived him.'' Those were the laws about which 
they were contending, and with regard to which the 
apostle was giving them instruction. It was not the 
morale but the ceremonial^ laws ; and the days spoken 
of were those which were connected, not with the 
former, but with the latter. 

So in the second chapter of Oolossians — " Let no 
man judge you in meat or in drinks or in reiqiect of 
a holy day, or of the new moon, or of the Sab- 
baths." The Sabbaths spoken of are not "the Sab- 
bath" associated with, Thou shalt not commit mur- 
der, or adultery, or theft, but the Sabbaths associated 
with meats and drinks, and new moons, which were, 
indeed, shadows of things to come. But to take what 
he said about those Sabbaths, which were associated 
by God with ceremonial laws, and which the apostle 
Himself, in this very discourse, associates with them, 
^1? l^r.^i^' ^* ®^^® ^ave done, to « the Sabbath" 
wnicn uod associated with moral laws, is wrong. 
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" Blotting out," he says, " the hand-writing of ordi- 
nances that was against ns, which was contrary 
to us, nailing it to his cross." But the day of 
weekly rest from the business and cares of this worid, 
for the purpose of worshipping God, and promoting 
the salvation of souls, is never spoken of in the Bible 
as being against men, or contrary to them. No ; it 
always was, and always wilF be, for them. That 
Sabbath was made for man, not a^ain^^ him. 

Miracle after miracle was wrought by the Lord of 
the Sabbath, to enable his ancient people to keep it ; 
and whenever and wherever it is duly kept, it is a 

« Day of all the days the beit. 
Emblem of eternal rest." 

It commemorates creation and redemption, and cele- 
brates the wondrous works of their Author. Its ob- 
servance is required, not only by thie Bible, but by the 
nature of both man and beast. To take what the 
apostle has said about those Sabbaths associated by 
God — and by Paul himself^ also, in the very dis- 
course in question — with ceremonial laws, and apply 
it to "the Sabbath," about which he was not speak- 
ing, and which God has associated with moral laws, 
is uttej'ly wrong. No honest lawyer, that understands 
his business, will ever interpret laws in that way. 
Concerning those " carnal ordinances " which the 
apostle speaks of, which were against men^ and which 
stood in meats and drinks, and new moons, and divers 
washings, sabbaths, and other things, which were 
not designed to be permament, we say, with Paul, 
" Touch not, taste not, handle not." 

While, with regard to spiritual ordinances, "/A« 
Sabbathy^^ and the moral law, of which it forms an 
inseparable part, we say, and we feel with the Lord 
of Paul, *' It was made for man." The Savior 
came not to destroy that law, but to fulfil it ; and, ht 
preacjiing the gospel, neither he, nor Paul, nor iany 
minister who preaches /tAre them, ever makes void that 

NO. II. 4 
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law, but always establishes it And till heaven and 
earth pass away, it will not pass away. (See Appenr 
Hx.) 

God sent bis Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
for sin, not that the moral law should be abolished, 
but that the righteousness of the law should be ful- 
filled in them that walk not after the flesh, hut after 
the Spirit And thus only will the law of the spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus make them free from the law 
of sin and death. Thus it has been, and thus it will 
be. Those men, wherever found, will delight in the 
law of the Lord after the inward man. God, accord- 
ing to his promise, will write it upon their hearts, and 
they will have respect to all his commandments. The 
Sabbath will be to them a delight. The holy of the 
Lord will be honorable, and they will honor him by 
devoting the day, not to purposes of worldly business, 
travelling, or amusement, but to his worship, and to 
the spiritual good of men. 

Says the celebrated Dr. Chalmers, " We never, in 
the whole course of our recollections, met with a 
Christian, who bore upon his character every other evi- 
dence of the Spirit's operation, who did not remember 
the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. We appeal to the 
memory of all the worthies who are lying in their 
graves, that, eminent as they were in every other 
grace and accomplishment of the new creature, the 
religiousness of their Sabbath day shone with equal 
lustre amid the fine assemblage of virtues which 
adorned them. In every Christian household, it will 
be found that the discipline of a well-ordered Sab- 
bath is never forgotten among the old lessons of a 
Christian education ; and we appeal to every individ- 
ual who now hears us, and who carries the remem- 
brance in his bosom of a father's worth and a father's 
piety, if, on the coming round of the seventh day, an 
air of peculiar sacredness did not spread itself over 
that mansion where he drew his first breath, and was 
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taught to repeat his infant hymn, and lisp his infant 
prayer. Rest assured that the Christian, having the 
love of God written in his heart, and denying the 
Sabbath a place in his affections, is an anomaly that 
is nowhere to be found. Every Sabbath image, with 
every Sabbath circumstance, is dear to him. He 
loves the quietness of that hallowed morn. He loves 
the church-bell sound, which summons him to the 
house of prayer. He loves to join the chorus of de- 
votion, and to sit and listen to that voice of persuasion 
which is lifted in the hearing of an assembled multi- 
tude. He loves the retirement of this day from the 
din of worldly business and the inroads of worldly 
men. He loves the leisure it brings along with it ; 
and sweet to his soul is the exercise of that hallowed 
hour, when there is no eye to witness him but the eye 
of Heaven, and when, in solemn audience with the 
Father, who seeth him in secret, he can, on the 
wings of celestial contemplation, leave all the cares 
and all the secularities of an alienated world behind 
him." 

And sweet especially is the hour when his com- 
munion and fellowship are truly with the Father 
and his Son Jesus Christ. Then, in joyful anticipar 
tion of the time when, with the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, whose names are written in 
heaven, he shall see Him as he is, and be like Him, 
his joy may emphatically be said to be full. And 
in the keeping of his Sabbaths, with their attendant 
means of grace, and in the discharge of the various 
and appropriate duties of life, God will guide him by 
his counsel, and afterward receive him to glory ; and 
then he will raise him from glory to glory to endless 
ages. 
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OPINIONS 

OP 

LUTHER, MELANCTHON, CALVIN, 

AND OTHER ESFOUtBKS, 

CONCERNING THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH. 



The writings of the reformers have sometimes been 
quoted by opposers of the Christian Sabbath, as if they were 
in opposition to the views of evangelical Christians at the 
present day. Thus, in the Augsburg Confession, drawn up 
by Meiancthon, (A. D. 1530,) and sanctioned by Luther, it is 
said, " They who think that the observance of the Lord's day 
was instituted by the church in the place of the Sabbath, as a 
necessary things do completely err. Scripture grants that the 
doctrine of the Sabbath now is free ; for it teaches that, since 
the introduction of the gospel. Mosaic ceremonies are no 
longer necessary." The mistake here was in speaking of the 
wedcly Sabbath as if it belonged to Mosaic ceremonies^ and 
was confined to them. But, as we have seen in the foregoing 
documents, the fact was, it belonged to the moral la^* 
The command to remember it, and to keep it, was placed by 
God with the commands, ^^ Thou shalt not take the name of 
the Lord thy God in vain,'' " Thou shalt honor thy father and 
thy mother," and " Thou shalt not kill." The reason why 
it was placed there was, it was like them. 

Calvin says, " When certain days are represented as holy 
in themselves, when holy days are reckoned as a part of di' 
nine worship, these days are improperly observed." And 
again : " We do not reckon one day to be more holy than 
another." His meaning was, that he did not reckon it to be 
more holy in itself, not that he did not think it to be proper 
to devote one day in seven especially to sacred purposes. 
Similar expressions may be found in the writings of other 
reformers. 

The fact was, their attention was not particularly called to 
the subject of the Sabbath, to the difference between ceremo- 
nial and moral laws, and between the Jewish and the Chris- 
tian dispensation. They were occupied principally with the 
doctrines of the gospel ; especially depravity, regeneration, 
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justification by faith and not bj works, the sufficiency of the 
Scriptures as a rule of faith and fNractice, and other kindn4 
doctrines. They paid very little attention to many impoirtaal 
subjects, and among others, to the Sabbath. A ww ninulSB 
vrould suffice to read all that they ever wrote about it, espe- 
cially about its moral nature and permmm$U oblintioo. 

Besides, as the gigantic system of error and comiptioo, 
against which they were called to contend, consisted much m 
a superstitious observance of days and forms, they were led, 
in &e heat of contest, to speak sometimes disparagingly of 
all days and forms. That, together with their other error 
above mentioned, will account for the manner in which thej 
sometimes speak of the Christian Sabbath. 

The false methods of salvation by works and outward ob- 
servances, which the Papists had inculcated, and which haA 
ruined such multitudes, led the reformers sometimes Co rspm- 
sent all outward observances as worthless; but they roeaat 
when placed as a substitute for Jesus Christ, and depended on 
for salvation. But they did not mean that they were all to be 
dispensed with, as some isolated passages of their writings, 
taken out of their connection, might seem to imply. Hence, 
in the Augsburg Confession, difierence of days, and distine- 
tions of fwydy are classed together as things about which so 
many fdse opinions had been entertained, that, ^ although 
they were in themselves indifierent, they had become ao 
longer so." 

Hence Melancthon, in his defence of that Confession, says, 
^* The aposdes did not wish us to consider such rites as neces- 
sary to our justification before Grod.*' They did not wish that 
righteousness and sin should be placed in the observatiom of 
days, of food, and such things. And Calvin says, ^ There 
ought to be amongst Christians no svperstiUoua observance of 
days.^ We say the same. But the <|uestion is. What is the 
mxperstUioua observance, and what is iIm pnnptir observanoe 
of days? 

Similar repressions are oflen found in the writings of the 
reformers, and they are easily accounted lor. They were 
educated Papists ; and, situated as they were, the wonder li, 
not that they did not inculcate more truth, but that they were 
enabled, throuffh grace, to inculcate so much. They were 
nobly reS^med with regard to many 4ungs, while, withTegasd 
to other ^ings, they needed still further reformation. This 
was the case, in some respects, with legard to the Snbbatii; 
4* 
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aad the great bettk coooerniiig the doctrines of the goep^ 
having b^n fought and gained by the Continental refonners, 
the next generation, especiaiiy in Scotland and England, had 
more time to apply those doctrines to practical purposes. 
The consecfuence was, they gained higher and better views 
of many thwgs, and among them of the Christian Sabbath. 
Great Britain and America are now feeling the benefit of that 
&et, while the whole Protestant church on the Continent is 
suffering from the errors, with regard to the Sabbath, under 
which the first reformers lived and died. Errors on the sub- 
ject of the Sabbath — that great fundamental institution for 
giving efficacy to moral government — they undoubtedly had ; 
ut they were not such as Sabbath-breakers often represent 
They had no such views on the subject as would lead them to 
justify devoting the day to secular business, travelling, or 
amusement Their error respected one of the grounds on 
which the obligation to observe the Sabbath rests, or one of 
the reasons why all men should keep it It was not incon- 
sistent with their believing, and it did not, in fact, pre- 
vent their believing, that it is the duty, the right, and the 
privilege of men to devote one day in seven especially to the 
worship of Grod and the promotion of the spiritual good of 
men. They loved the Sabbath themselves, and delighted in 
its holy duties, thus showing the work of the law written upon 
their hearts. They inculcated the same duty upon others, 
and maintained that men ought to consecrate the whole day 
to sacred purposes. Sabbath-breakers, when they understand 
the subject, will find the opinion of the reformers, in the days 
of Luther and Calvin, as well as that of evangelical Chris- 
tians in our day, to be against them. 

Concerning the Lord's day, Luther himself says, " Keep 
it holy, for its vse sake both to the body and the souL^' He 
would have it kept holy, on account of the benefits of thus 
keeping it to the bodies and the souls of men. We would 
have men keep it holy for the same reason, and also because 
it is the will of Grod that they should. It was making the day 
holy for the mere day*s sake that Luther opposed. It was 
the Papal idea of holy days ; and he expressed a preference 
that it riiould be employed even in amusements, rather than 
that it should be kept in that way, for its own sake merely, 
and in superstitious reliance on it for salvation. But he was 
not opposed to its being kept, as Irenseus says that the Chris- 
tians in his day kept it, viz. : ^^ On the Lord's day every one of 
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us ChristiaDs keeps the Sabbath, meditating on the l^w, and 
rejoicing in the works of God.^^ It was his delight to keep it 
in that manner ; and he actually kept the day holy himself. 
And what he meant was, that the kingdom of Grod is not meat 
And drink, that there is no inherent sanctity in days and out- 
ward observances, separate from the use which is made of 
them, and the object that is accomplished by them ; while he 
and the other reformers believed that the glory of God and 
the good of men required that secular business, travelling, and 
simusement, should be suspended, and one day in a week be 
devoted to sacred purposes^ as the Sabbath. 

Hence Luther says, '^ If Adam had continued in innocence, 
he would have kept the seventh day sacred. After the fall, 
he kept that day sacred, for he taught his children on it, as is 
testified by the offerings of his sons, Cain and Abel. There- 
fore the Sabbath was, from the beginning of the worlds ap- 
pointed to the worship^ God.'*'* 

And Calvin says, " Every seventh day was peculiarly set 
apart. God, therefore, first rested, then he blessed that 
rest. That it might be sacred among men through all coming 
ages^ he consecrated each seventh day to rest^ that his own 
example might continually serve as a rule. The end is always 
to be kept in view. Grod did not simply command men to 
spend every seventh day in leisure, as if he delighted in idle- 
ness, but that, being discharged from all other employments^ 
they might the more freely direct their minds to the Creator 
of the world. It is a sacred call, withdrawing men from the 
entanglements of the world, that they may yield themselves 
wholly to €rod. Afterwards, in the law, a new precept was 
given concerning the Sabbath, which was peculiar to the 
Jews, and to them only for a time ; for it was a legal cere- 
mony, adumbrating a spiritual rest, of which the truth ap- 
peared in Christ. Therefore the Lord frequently testifies 
that he gave it to his own ancient people, as a sign of sanctifi- 
cation. So, when we are told that the Sabbath was abolished 
by the coming of Christ, we must distinguish what belonged 
to the perpetual guidance of human life^ and what was pecu- 
liar to the ancient figures, which were no longer needed when 
the truth was fulfilled. Spiritual rest is the mortification of 
the flesh, that the children of God may no more live unto 
themselves, or gratify their own will. So far as the Sabbath 
prefigured that, I say it was temporal ; but^ as peing enjoined 
on men from the beginning of the worlds tJuU they migM exer- 
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cite ihemselves in the wnrship of God^ it undavhiedty ought 
to continue^ even to the end of the worhiJ^ 

Such was the opinion of Calvin. When he speaks of the 
fourth commandment as being ceremonial, or as being aboi- 
ished, he never means that there were not other and good 
reasons for keeping the Sabbath, before the ten comrnand- 
ments were written on the tables of stone, and reasons which 
continued through the Jewish dispensation, and which will 
continue to the end of time ; while he supposed that there 
were some reasons which were peculiar to the Jews. ^ It was 
in those respects only which he viewed as peculiar to them, 
that he speaks of it as abolished, not in the general aspects 
which apply to all the world. 

Hence he says, " What was said before as to the rite of 
keeping holy day being the figure of a spiritual and impor- 
tant mystery, and that the precept is, on that account, to be 
regarded as a ceremonial one, is not to be understood €U ^ 
there were not other and different ends of it. Unquestionably, 
(rod assumed to himself the seventh day, and consecrated it 
when he finished the creation of the worid, that he might keep 
his worshippers entirely free from all other cares, while they 
were employed in meditating on the beauty, excellence, and 
splendor of his works.^' '^ Because our minds are unstable, and 
are thence liable to wander and be distracted, Grod, in his 
own mercy, consulting our infinnity, sets apart one day fron 
the rest, and commands it to he kept free from dU eartJdy 
cares and employments, lest any thing should interrupt that 
holy exercise. For this reason he did not simply wish each 
to rest at home, hut also to meet in the sanctuary, that they 
might there attend to prayers and sacrifices, and might make 
progress in spiritual instruction, from the interpretation of the 
law. In this respect, the necessity of a Sahbaih is common to 
us with the people of old, that we may he free on one day^ 
(of the week,) ** and so may he better prepared both for leam^ 
ing and for giving testimony to the faiths 

The decalogue he calls " the moral law," " the role of per- 
fect righteousness,^ and gives as a reason why it is set up in 
writing before us, ** that it might testify with more certainty 
what, m the law of nature, was too obscure, and might more 
vividly, as by a palpable form, strike our mind and memory.** 
80 Bullinger says, " SahheUh signifies rest, and is taken for 
that day which is consecrated to rest. But the observance of 
that day was not invented and brought forth for the first time 
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by Moses, when he introduced the law ; for in the decalogue 
it is said, ' Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ; ' 
thereby admonishing them that it was of ancient institution.^ 

Such was the language of the reformers. They consid- 
ered the ten commandments as moral, illustrating moral du- 
ties ; duties growing out of the nature of man, binding before 
they were written, and written to make them more pUiin and 
impressive. The law of the Sabbath they considered as one 
of them, and binding on men from the creation, and, as a 
moral duty, to the end of the world. It was also, as were the 
other moral laws, incorporated mto the Jewish economy, as 
moral laws must be into every economy. But it was only the 
aspect in which they thought the fourth commandment was 
Jewish, and not that which they considered as moral, that they 
speak of it as abolished. This, by many Sabbath-breakers, 
who claim affinity with them, has been overlooked. 

Hence Melancthon says, ^' In this commandment there are 
properly said to be two parts — the one natural, the other moral, 
the one the genus, the other the species.^^ Of the former it is 
said, that the natural part or genus is perpetual, *^ and can- 
not be abrogated." 

And Luther says, " It is still good, and even necessary, that 
men should keep a particular day in the week for the sake of 
the word of Grod, on which they are to meditate, hear, and 
learn ; for all cannot command every day, and ncUure requires 
that one day in a week should be kept quiet, without labor 
either for man or least.'*'* 

And Calvin, after stating that, even among the Jews, the 
Sabbath was not designed merely to prefigure spiritual rest, 
but was also designed to afford opportunity for respite from 
labor, and for engaging in religious exercises, adds that 
^^ these two latter reasons ought not to he numbered among the 
shadows, hut alike concern all ages.'*'* And he afterwards 
speaks of ^^ the apostle having retained the Sabbath^'* so far 
keeping up the distinction ; and the danger of superstition be- 
ing almost taken away by the substitution of another day of 
the week for religious purposes, instead of that which the Jews 
held to be peculiarly sacred. 

This shows what were Calvin^s fears, viz., that they would 
superstitiously observe days and forms as if they were in 
themselves inherently holy ; while he, and Melancthon, and Lu- 
ther, all thought it riglu, and a duty, to devote one day in 
seven especially to holy duties. 

Beza calls the first day of the week *^ the Lord^s day,^' on 
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which he says Christifms, in the days of the aposHes, ** were 
accustomed to hold their own regular meetings, as the Jews 
were wont to meet in the synagogue, on the Sahbath, for the 
purpose of showing that the fourth commandment was ceremo- 
nieU as far as it respected the particular day of rest^ and the 
legal services ; but that, as regards the worship of God, it was 
a precept of the moral law^ winch is perpetual emd unchanging^ 
during the present life. That day of rest had stood, indeed, 
from the creation of the world to the resurrection of our Lord, 
which, being as another creation of a new spiritual world, 
(according to the language of the prophets,) was made the 
occasion (the Holy Spirit, beyond doubt, directing the apos- 
tles) for assuming, instead of the Sabbath of the former age, of 
the seventh day, the first day of the worlds on which not the 
corporeal and corruptible light created on the firet day of the 
old world, BUT this heavenly and eternal light, hath 

SHONE UPON us." 

In his view the ceremonial part of the fourth commandment 
consisted in the particular day^ while the moral part required 
one day in seven to be set apart for the worship of God. 

So Ursinus, the friend of Melancthon, says, " That the first 
part of the command (that which enjoins the keeping holy of 
a seventh-day Sabbath) is moral and perpetual^ appears from 
the end of the institution, and the reasons assigned for it, 
which are perpetual. They relate to no definite period, but 
to all times and ages of the world. It follows that God wished 
to bind men, from the beginning of the world even to its end, 
to keep a certain Sabbath." 

But how did the reformers think that the Sabbath ought to 
be kept ? Although all supposed that the day should be de* 
voted to public worship and religious duties, did they think 
that there should be, when not engaged in religious ^'orship, 
entire cessation of labor and secular concerns ? On these 
points some of them speak as if to abstaui entirely from 
worldly business would be to Judaize.* It should not be 
forgotten, however, that they thought that the Jews were pro- 
hibited even from all preparation of food, and from the Jtin- 
dling of a fire. But the Jews were never blamed for preparing 
needful food, or kindling a fire, or doing any work of neces- 
sary mercy. And when the disciples of our Lord were ac- 
cused of violating the Sabbath, because they, in crossing a 

* See Fairbaim, on the opinions of the reformers, of Which &«• 
«fe has been made in this article. 
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field, rubbed out, and ate for the supply of hunger, a little 
grain, he vindicated them, on the ground of a necessity siini« 
lar to that which justified David in partaking of the show-bread 
and the priests in minustering at the altar. So, when he was ac- 
cused of breaking the Sabbath by healing the sick, he appealed 
to what they did for the refreshment and relief of their cattle. 

Thus he showed them that works of necessary mercy, and 
those which were required for the discharge of the appropri- 
ate duties of the Sabbath, were not forbidden by the sabbati- 
cal law. And in objecting to such lawful things, the Jews 
showed that they had degenerated from the spirit, and become 
superstitioAisly devoted to the forms. 

Still, some of the reformers sometimes speak of the Jewa 
being forbidden to engage in apy worldly employment^ or to 
bear a burden for any purpose ; and of Christians as being re- 
leased, to some extent, from the prohibition of labor. But that 
their views were not what has sometimes been ascribed to 
them is evident from their writings. Calvin says, " I grant it 
(the Sabbath) as the bark of a spiritual substance, the use of 
which is still in force, of denying ourselves, of renouncing all 
our own thoughts and afifections, and of bidding farewell to all 
our own employments, so that God may reign in us, then of em- 
ploying ourselves in the worship of God, learning from his 
word, in which is to be found our salvation, and of meeting 
together to make a public profession of our faith ; all of which 
difiers from the Jewish shadows, for it was so servile a work 
to the Jews, that they were bound on one day of each week 
to abstain from all work, so that it was even a capital offence 
to gather wood or bear a burden." 

m another place he says, " The Sabbath should be to us a 
tower, whereon we should mount aloft to contemplate afar the 
works of God, when we are not occupied or hindered, by any 
thing besides, from stretching forth all our faculties in consid- 
ering the gifts and the graces which he has bestowed on us. 
And if we properly apply ourselves to do this on the Sabbath, 
it is certain we shall be no strangers to it during the rest of our 
tinae, and that this meditation shall have so formed our minds, 
that on Monday and the other days of the week we shall abide 
in the grateful remembrance%f them." 

" It is our duty to devote oureelves wholly to God, renoun- 
cing ourselves, our feelings, our affections, and then, since we 
have this external ordinance, to act as becomes us, that is, to 
lay aside our earthly affairs and occupations, so that we may 
-* . ,-..,*^o7v free to meditate on the works of God; may 
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^xercide ourselves in considering the gifts which he has af* 
forded us, and, above all, may apply ourselves to apprehend 
the grace which he daily ofiers us in his gospel, and may be 
more and more conformed to it. And when we have em- 
ployed the Sabbath in praising and magnifying the name of 
God, and meditating his works, we must through the rest of 
the week show that we have profited thereby.'* 

And Viret, one of Calvin's colleagues, says, " Since we 
have from God every thing we possess, — soul, body, and out- 
ward estate, — we ought never to do any thing else, all our lives, 
than what he requires of us, for the true and entire sanct^ 
cation of the day of rest. Nevertheless, we see that he as- 
signs and permits us six days for doing our own business, and 
of the seven he reserves for himself only one, as if he had 
contented himself with the seventh part of the time, which was 
specially given up and consecrated to him, and that all the 
rest was to be ours. What ingratitude is it, if, in yielding us 
six parts of the seven which we owe him, we do not, at the 
least, strive with all our power to surrender the other part, 
which he exacts of us as a token of our fidelity and homage ! " 
And in regard to devoting such portions of the day as are 
not occupied in public worship to secular concerns, he says, 
" Since we are permitted all other days of the week, except- 
ing this, to attend to our bodily concerns, it seems to me we 
hold very cheap the service of God, and the ministry of the 
church, on which we ought to wait more diligently on that day 
than on any other, if we cannot find means for employing one 
whole day of the week in things which God requires of us 
upon it ; for they are of such weight and consequence that we 
must take care in every manner possible lest we occupy our- 
selves with any thing that might turn our attention elsewhere." 

And Bucer, the friend of both Luther and Calvin, says, 
" Since God, with singular goodness toward us, has sanctified 
one day out of seven for the quickening of our faith, and so of 
life eternal, and blessed that day, that the sacred exercises of 
religion, performed on it, might be effectual to the promoting 
of our salvation, he verily shows himself to be a wretched 
despiser of his own salvation, apl of the wonderful kindness 
of our Grod toward us, and therefore utterly unworthy of our 
living among the people of God, who does not study to sanc- 
tify that day to the glorifying of his God and the furthering of 
his own salvation, especially since God has granted us six 
days for our works and employments, by which we may sup- 
port a present life to his glory." 
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And with xteferenee to the maintenanee of daflj flunify 
prayer, he asks, — 

^^ Who, therefore, does not see, how advantageous it Is to 
tlie people of Christ, that one day in seven should be so con- 
secrated to the exercises of religion, that it is not lawful ifi^) 
to do any other kind of work than assembling in the sacred 
meeting, and there hear the word of Grod, pour out our 
prayers to Gk)d, make profession of faith, and give thanks to 
God; present sacred offerings, receive divine sacraments, 
and 80, with undivided application, j^orify God and make in- 
crease in ftith ? For these are tile true works of religious 
holy days.'* 

And Melanctfaon, in his Catechism, numbers among the vio- 
latiiHis of the sabbatical law, as now obligatory, ^ spending th« 
day in feasts and sports, not in pious meditation, (for as wt 
ought on the .sacred day to wait upon the solemniti^ and tht 
preaching of the gospel in public, so we must take heed thai 
we be sober, and in a fit state for pious meditation,) the lead- 
ing away of others by our example from the public solemni- 
ties, and giving occasion to them ^r thinking lightly concerning 
these, U:ie obstinate performance of works which form impe£ 
iments to die ministry of the word and religious services.^' 

So Urainus, b his Catechism, says, ** The Sabbath is sana- 
tilled when Aofy woHtSy such as Crod commands to be done, ara 
performed on that day. On the other hand, it is pro&ned 
when either holy works are neglected, or profane works ara 
engaged in, tending to impede the ministry and contrary 
to those worics that belong to sanctification.*' 

Tims it appears, contrary to what some insulated passages 
from their writings would seem to indicate, that they incuK 
cated the duty of keeping the Lord's day holy, not in part 
only, but wholly as a sacred day ; not devoting it to needless 
worldly bu»ness, but to rest and spiritual employments, to at- 
tendance on public worship, and the performance of the various 
duties which wbuld promote their sanctification and salvation. 

In the language ci Pairbaim, {to whose woik all are re- 
ferred who wish for a more full view of the opinions of the 
reformers,) ^^ It appears, then, upon a fall and careful exam- 
ination d the whole matter, that the reformers and the most 
eminent divines, for about a century after tiie reformation, 
were substantially sound upon the question of the Sabbath, in 
so far as oonOems the obligation and practice <^ Christians. 
A very large jproportion of them held that the fourth com- 
mandment strictly and morally Imids men^ in every age^ to 
NO. II. 5 
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wt apart one whde day in seven for the immediate worriup 
and service of Grod. They all held the institution of the Sab- 
bath at the creation of the world, and as a primeval ordinance 
carrying with it, through all coming ages of the world, an 
obligation to cease every seventh day from the works proper 
to the other six days of labor, and to hallow it as a portion 
of time peculiarly connected with the glory of Grod. Finally, 
they held it to be the duty of all sound Christians to use the 
Lord^s day as a Sabbath of rest to him, — withdrawing them- 
selves, not only from sin and vanity, but also from those 
worldly employments and recreations which belong only to a 
present life, and yielding themselves wholly to the public ex- 
ercises of God^s worship, and to the private duties of devo- 
tion, excepting only in so far as any urgent call of necessity 
or mercy might come in the way to mierrupt them. We 
avow this to be a fair and faithful representation of the senti- 
ments of those men upon the subject, after a patient consid- 
eration of what they have written concerning it We trust we 
have furnished materials enough from their writings for en- 
abling the Christian public to concur intelligently in that repre- 
sentation ; and they will henceforth know how to estimate the 
assertions of those, who, aAer glancing into the works of the 
reformers, and picking up a few partial and disjointed state- 
ments, presently set themselves forth as well acquainted with 
the whole subject, and as fully entitled to say, that the re- 
formers agree with them in holding men at liberty, if they only 
went tc church, to work, or travel, or enjoy themselves as they 
please, on other [mrts of the Sabbath. Such persons may be 
honest in representing this as the mind of the reformers; but 
it must not be forgotten that their credit for honesty in this 
matter rests upon no better ground than that of ignorance and 
presumption. 

'' There has been a wonderful agreement among all serious 
and godly men, in every age, regarding the spiritual and de- 
vout observance of the Sabbath ; and whenever great talents 
and learning have been combined with genuine and devoted 
piety, the practical result has been the same, whatever differ- 
ences may have sometimes existed as to the precise moral 
import of the fourth commandment. The keeping of the 
weekly Sabbath as a day of bodily rest from the cares and 
turmoils of life, and of undistracted application to the public 
and private duties of God's service, they have ever delighted 
in as an ordinance of life and refreshment to themselves, and 
regarded as essential to the very being of vital religion in a 
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odmmunhy. They have ever identified the neg^t or 4eab^ 
craticm of the Sabl)ath with the dishonor of God and the de- 
cay of piety. Viret, who differed from the majority of his 
brethren in regard to the fourth commandment^ not consider- 
ing the moral part of it to stand in the obligation to keep holy 
one day in seven, not only held the existence of such an ob- 
ligation on other grounds, and gave directions, as we have 
seen, for its proper discharge, but also deplored the prevailing 
disregard of the day, as one of the crying evils of the times, 
and laments its frequent, desecration by worldly employments 
and sinful pleasures. Vitringa (on ka. Iviii. 13) raised the 
same lamentation in his day. And Cowdrey (in his treatise 
on the Sabbath, published in 1652, p. 652) tells us that the prof- 
anation of the Lord's day was so notorious then annxig the 
Lutheran churches, and so much a matter of concern to 
their best ministers, that they could not help regarding it as 
one of the great provocations of the wrath that had lately be- 
fallen them. In short, what Owen said of the most pious divines 
of England in his day, may be regarded as of universal applica- 
tion to such divines in all countries : *" For my part, I must not 
only say, but plead, whilst I live in this world, and leave this 
testimony to the present and future ages, that, if ever I have 
seen any thing of the ways and worship of God, wherein the 
power of religion or godliness hath been expressed; any 
thing that hath represented the holiness of the gospel, and 
the Author of it ; any thing that looked like a prelude to the 
everlasting Sabbath, and rest with God, which we aim through 
grace to come unto, — it hath been there, and with them, where, 
and among whom, the Lord's day hath been held in highest 
esteem^ and a strict observation of it attended unto, as an ordi- 
nance of our Lord Jesus Christ. The remembrance of their 
ministry, their walking and conversation, their faith and love, 
who in this nation have most zealously pleaded for, and have 
been in their persons, families, parishes, or churches, the 
most strict observers of this day, — will be precious with them 
that fear the Lord, whilst the sun and moon endure. Their 
doctrine also in this matter, with the blessing that attended it, 
was that which multitudes now at rest do bles(^ God for, and 
many that are yet alive do greatly rejoice in. Let these 
things be despised by those who are otherwise minded ; to 
me they are of great weight and importance.' 

^^ It were wrong to bring our remarks on this sulject to a 
close, without pointing to the solemn lesson furnished both to 
private Christians and to the church at large, by the melan- 
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ebol J eonteqoeiices which ioon manifested themselres as the 
fhut of th«t one doctrinal error into which some refonnera did 
certainly fall regarding the Sahbath. For, though there was 
much in their circumstances to account for their falling into 
it, and ^ugh it left untouched, in their opinion, the obligation 
resting on all Christians to keep the day of weekly rest holy 
to the Lord, — yea, though some of them seemed to think 
that one day m seven was scarcely enough for such a 
purpose, — yet their riew about the Sabbath of the fourth 
commandment as a Jewish ordinance, told most un&^> 
Torably upon the interests of religion on the continent. I 
have no doubt that this was the evil root from which chiefly 
sprung, so soon afterwards, such a mass of SaMmth desecra^ 
tion, and which has rendered it so difficult ever sidce to re- 
store the day of God to its prc^r place in the feelings and 
observances of the people. So long as men of such zeal and 
piety as the reformers kept the helm of aifaicB, their lof^ 
principles, and holy lives, and self-denying labors, rendered 
tiieir error meanwhile comparatively innoxious. But a colder 
age both for ministers and people succeeded ; when m^ came 
to have so little relish for the service of God, and were so 
much less disposed to be influenced by the privileges of grace, 
than to be awed by the commands and terrors of law, that 
the loss of the fourth commandment, which may be said to be 
the only express and formal revelation of law upon the sub- 
ject, was found to be irreparable. The other considerations, 
which were sufficient to move such men of faith and piety 
as the reformers, fell comparatively powerless upon those 
who wanted their spiritual life. Strict and positive law was 
what they needed to restrain them, which being now in a 
manner removed, the religious observance of the day of God 
oo longer pressed upon them as a matter of conscience. 
The evil, once begun, proceeded rapidly from bad to worse, 
till it laid fearfully waste the heritage of God, and scarcely 
left in many places so much as the form of religion. No 
doubt many other causes were at work in bringing about so 
disastrous a result; but much was certainly owing to the error 
in question. And it reads a solemn and impressive warning 
to both ministers and people, not only to resist, to the utmost, 
all encroachments upon the sanctity of the Lord^s day, but also 
to beware of weakening any of the foundations on which the 
obligation to keep that day is made to rest; and here, as well 
as in other things, to seek with Leighton, that they may ^^ be 
saved from the errors of wise men, yea, and of good raen.^^ 
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THIED SABBATH DOCUMENT. 



Ons great object of Jehovah is to make knowa 
himself, and thus promote his own glory and the 
highest good of men. 

In pursuance of this object, and in the best way to 
promote it, he establii^ed, at the creation, two great, 
fundamental, and permanent institutions. The first 
was that of Marriage, or the union, for life, of one 
man and one woman, as the head of one family. 
The next was the Sabbath, or a day of weekly rest 
from worldly business and cares, and of special devo- 
tion to the worship of God and the promotion of the 
spiritual good of men. Both were established in Par- 
adise, before the fall, and were "made for man." 
Both are suited to his nature, adapted to his capaci- 
ties, and essential to the supply of his wants. They 
were so at the beginning ; they are so now ; and they 
will continue to be so, in all countries, to the end of 
time. They are parts of one whole, and mutually 
aid and sustain each other. 

Though created in the image of his Maker, and 
surrounded with every thing beautiful to the eye, 
charming to the ear, and delightful to the taste, it 
was not good that man should be alone : he was not 
made to be alone, with no companions but the fishes 
of the sea, the fowls of the air, and the beasts of the 
field. Though very good for the purposes for which 
they were made^ they could not be companions for 
him : they could not sympathize with him ; they 
could not undej^tand his feelings, or enter into and 
be partakers of his joys. Yet he was social^ and 
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needed a friend on earth as well as in heaven ; one 
seen as well as one unseen ; one who would be a 
helpmeet for him. So God made one, and gave her 
to him. He received her as the gift of God, to be 
henceforth united to him in bonds so tender, lasting, 
and kind, that he said, '^This is now bone of my 
bone and flesh of my flesh ; " this is a part of me. 
Now I am complete as a whole for the purpose for 
which I was made ; viz., to receive the knowledg-e of 
Ood, and to coimnunicate it to others ; and thus to 
reflect the image and show forth the glory of Jehovah. 
For this cause shall a man leave his father, who begat 
him, and who brought him up as a child ; his mother, 
who nursed him, who dandled him upon her knees, 
and whom he loves as his own soul ; and he shall be 
joined to his wife, and they two shall be one — one 
head of one family, composed of one man and one 
woman. 

And wherefore one only ? With God was the res- 
idue of the Spirit ; he had all power, and could have 
created many women for each man : why did he 
create but one ? Because one was enough — all that 
was needed, and all that would consist with the ac- 
complishment, in the best manner, of the end which 
he had in view : — the communication of the knowl- 
edge of himself by parents to children, the train- 
ing of them in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, and the spreading of the blessings of salvation 
through the world. For this there must be one head, 
composed of one man and one woman, and one only ; 
that there may be oneness of affection and judgment, 
oneness of counsel and effort. This could be secured 
so perfectly in no other way. Therefore God made 
k"L^"®' and established marriage with but one ; for- 
bidding any husband to put away his wife except for 
that cause which he himself specified. This arrange- 
ment, like all the works of God, was very ^ood 
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It was, however, afterwards departed from by 
wicked men, and even by some of the friends of God. 
In the darkness of human apostasy, and under the 
influence of sin, some took many wives. But God 
never approved of it. He never sanctioned it, or 
even permitted it in any such sense as to imply ap- 
probation. He merely suflfered it on account of the 
hardness of their hearts, and adopted regulations suited 
in some measure to lessen its evils. He sufiered a 
man to put away his wife, even the wife of his youth, 
by writing a bill of divorcement and putting her away 
that he might take others. And he sufiered (hem, in 
some cases, to take many wives. But it was only on 
account of their wickedness that he suffered it. In 
the beginning it was not so : it ought never to have 
been so ; and had they followed the appointment of God, 
it never would have been so. He sdways bated that 
putting away of one's wife, and that taking of many 
wives. And his adopting regulations to counteract in 
some measure its evils, was not designed to show that 
it was right, or to express any approbation of it ; but 
only to lessen its mischiefs till the time should come, 
when, by increasing light and love, it might, through 
grace, be forever done away, and all men return again 
to the good and right way of the Lord. 

The fact that God sometimes adopts regulations to 
lessen, in some measure, the evils which a wicked 
practice would otherwise occasion, is not to be con- 
strued as an approbation of the practice. It means 
no such thing. All that it means is, that he would 
in some measure counteract its evils ; while in some 
measure, too, he lets those evils come upon the trans- 
gressors, that both mercies and judgments may lead 
them to repentance and newness of life, that so they 
may escape final condemnation. 

That, for a time, was the case with polygamy, di- 
vorce, and other evils, which, on account of the hard- 
ness of men's hearts, he suffered in days of darkness 
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and ignorance which he winked at ; bat of which 
sins he now coounandeth all men every where, on 
whom the true light shines, to repent, and do works 
meet for repentance. ''And he answered and said 
unto them, Have ye not read, that he which made 
them at the beginning, made them male and female ; 
and said. For this cause shall a man leave father and 
mother, and shall cleave to his wife ; and they twain 
shall be one flesh? Wherefore they are no more 
twain, but one flesh. What therefore God hath joined 
together, let not man put asunder. They say unto 
him. Why did Moses then command to give a writing 
of divorcement, and to put her away ? He saith unto 
them, Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, 
suffered you to put away your wives ; but from the 
begiuning it was not so. And I say unto you, Who- 
soever shall put away hb wife, except it be for forni- 
cation, and shall marry another, commiteth adultery ; 
and whoso marrieth her which is put away, doth com- 
mit adultery •" (Matt. 19:4 — 9.) And all who repent, 
and follow the true light, will return to the original 
arrangement of one woman for one man, united for 
life, as the head of one family ; that they may raise 
up " a godly seed," and be blessed in him, in whom 
the families of the earth were designed to be blessed. 
Children are the creatures, and, as such, the prop- 
erty of God. He commits them to their parents as 
his representatives and officers, to receive and train 
them for his service. For this purpose they are, from 
the beginning, privately and publicly to consecrate 
them to him, and early to teach them the first great 
lesson of his moral government — " Not my will, but 
thine, be done ; " that they must not be permitted to 
have their own way, to govern themselves, or others. 
They are not qualified to govern. They have not 
lived long enough ; they do not know enough ; they 
are not good enough ; they are not strong enough. 
Their interest, safety, excellence, and usefuhiess, their 
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happiness and the happiness of others, all require that 
they should not govern, but be governed. Parents 
are God's officers to teach them this truth, which lies 
at the foundation of his moral goyerament, and the 
practical experimental knowledge of which is essen- 
tial to the excellence, usefulness, and happiness of 
every human being. 

And yet every child is disposed at first to govern 
himself — to have his own way. No sooner does he 
possess and manifest desires than he is disposed to 
gratify them, and to oppose ail who undertake to con- 
trol him. Yet he must be controlled, and taught to 
submit his will to the will of his parents. And it is 
an instructive fact, that there is not a child in the 
world, of common sense, that cannot be taught to do 
this ; and so early that he will never remember the 
time when he began to do it ; and so perfectly, too, 
that he will not forget it ; and so constantly, that it 
will, by habit, become a kind of second nature ; and 
so kindly, that it will, by and by, be his delight. 
And among his highest joys will be that of the appro- 
bation of his parents. 

He can be taught not to disobey them, as he is 
taught not to put his finger in the candle, which bums 
so brightly, looks so beautifully, and so strongly 
tempts every little child that sees it to take hold of 
it. He is warned of danger. He is told that it will 
burn. But baring no faith and little experience, and 
not choosing to submit his will to that of another, he 
tries it, and lie finds a law there — the law of God ; 
and a penalty — the penalty which Grod in love has 
established, prompt, uniform, €uid efficacious. It is a 
penalty suited to the nature of the child, is appro- 
priate to his condition, and exactly meets his wants. 
He does not try it again ; certainly, not often. The 
way of transgressors is found to be too hard to be 
often tried, and he learns a lesson for life : y<m must 
not touch the fire. You may look at it, and have all 
2 
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the benefit of its light and heat, bat you must not 
put your hand in it. If you do, it will burn you. 
There is a law there, and a penalty. These God has 
joined together, and no man can put them asunder. 
Fire will bum, and burn hard enough to make any 
child of common sense, very early, keep out of it. 
It has left its impress, and a burnt child ever after 
dreads the fire. This obedience to natural laws is an 
apprenticeship for obedience to moral laws. 

So, when that child is old enough to understand 
what is meant, and is told not to disobey his mother, 
or his father ; that it is not safe ; that it will give him 
pain, — suppose he tries it, and the parent does his 
duty, the child will find a law there, and a penalty, 
both of God's appointment ; namely, this — *^ Chasten 
thy son while there is hope, and let not thy soul spare 
for his crying." If it be needful, and nothing else will 
do, " withhold not corjection from the child, for though 
thou beat him with a rod be shall not die : thou shalt 
beat him with the rod, and shalt save his soul from 
helU" This is the great object of family govern- 
ment, to save children from hell, and fit them for 
heaven. " He that spareth the rod," when it is neces- 
sary to keep his child from knowingly and wilfully 
disobeying his parent, '* hateth his child ; " that is, 
he acts as if he hated him ; he takes the way to ruin 
him. But the parent that loveth him with the love 
thai God requires, and acts according to the dictates 
of heavenly wisdom, " chasteneth him betimes." He 
does it early — as soon as it is needed. He does it 
uniformly and kindly. He does it promptly and firmly. 
He does it thoroughly, and thus he does it effica- 
ciously. He does not wait till the child has become 
a rebel of long standing, and, by fixed habits of treason 
against lawful authority, become obdurate, and his 
heart like the nether millstone. He takes him while 
young and tender, before he has learned the tactics 
of war, or acquired by practice the arts of self-defence. 
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Iq no pitched battle does fae ever allow him to con- 
quer, or to come off doubtful as to the result, both 
parties claiming the victory, and both provoking each 
other to wrath and future contests. No ; he settles 
the question, once for all. 

The parent has the power, he has the right, he has 
the authority, he has the opportunity ; upon him rests 
the obligation ; and his will be the guilt, and his the 
condemnation, if he does not have the victory ; and 
so decisively that the conquered shall feel it, and ac- 
knowledge it, and henceforth understand that to con- 
tend with Heaven-appointed parental authority, power,, 
and love, is hopeless. 

The wisdom and the goodness, the strength and 
the patience, the firmness and the perseverance, are all 
comparatively, when the parent does his duty, on one 
side. If the little, selfish, imbecile thing will contend 
with any hope of success, it must be with his equal ; 
but woe to him that contendeth with parents, the di- 
vinely-appointed representatives of his Maker, in the 
great, the glorious, the everlastingly momentous work 
of applying the great principles of Jehovah's govern- 
ment, according to his will, to the souls which he has 
made, and by the blood of his only-begotten Son re- 
deemed, that they may be forever to the praise of the 
glory of his infinite grace. In that contest is torment 
— prompt, continued, and great enough to lead every 
child of common sense, early, very early, to cease 
from pursuing it. And if for a moment it is tempted 
to renew the conflict, it foreseeth the evil, and escapeth 
it. Or if it be so simple ieis to pass on and renew the 
Contest, the parent that' suffers it to usurp and retain 
the reins of government, is recreant to his duty to the 
child, to himself, to the community, and to God ; and 
nought but grs^e divine, triumphing over guilt of a 
crimson dye, can save him or his children from per- 
dition. 

Nor does the teaching of a child even by the rod,- 

No. 3. 6 
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if it be neceafary in order lo lead it promptly and 
habitually to submit its will to tlie will of its parent, 
imply auy waat of wisdom, or affection, intelligence, 
or refinement. It is the dictate of them all. As well 
might a man contend that the law of fire and its pen* 
alty indicate a want of wisdom or kindness in their 
Author. They are the dictate of both, and are 
adapted to the nature and conditioa of every child of 
Adam. 

So with family government. The voice comes from 
the heart of God, saying, ^ Chasten thy son while 
there is hope, and let not thy soul spare for his cry- 
ing." That is, do this if it be necessary to take the 
government out of the hand of the child, and place 
It, by mutual consent, permanently in the hand of tbe 
parent, where God designed and commanded that it 
should be placed, and where the good of the universe 
requires that it should be continued, in order that the 
government of God in due time may have its legitimate 
effect on the children, and through them on their chil- 
dren, and all who in time or eternity may, feel their 
influence. 

Parental government is sometimes treated as if it 
were a small or trivial affair. Through carelessness, or 
imbecility, false affection, or sloth, or on account of 
covetous devotion to the world, it is suffered to sUp out 
of the hands of parents, or they neglect to use it, and 
suffer it to be taken and retained by the children* 
This is treason agaitist the King of heaven, and 
against the welfare of the universe. 

Here is an heir of immortality starting on his course 
0^ endless being, to rise forever higher and higher in 
excellence, usefulness, and bliss, or sink deeper and 
deeper in debasement, infamy, and woe. All for eter> 
nitv depends upon his saying voluntarily, cheerfully, 
and habitually to his heavenly Parent, *' Not my will, 
but thine, be done." Earthly parents are his repre- 
sentatives, who^ by teaching the ohild thus to submit 
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his will to theirs, are to prepare htm to SHbmit hit 
will to the will of God. One is an apprenticediip for 
the other ; and if not secured, all may be lost, irre^ 
trievabiy lost. It is to be secured without correction, 
if it can be ; but if it cannotbe, no needful correction 
is to be withheld. Secured it must be ; and, wherever 
parents obey God, secured it will be, and there be in 
each family but one head ; and that, not the children, 
but the parents — that united and divinely-appointed 
head of father and mother. Their voice, echoing the 
voice of God, will come as one having authority. 
And though uttered in meekness, and answered in 
love, it will govern. That government, administered 
in love, will awaken, secure, and perpetuate love ; 
and the family, under its guidance, with the blessing 
of God, will become a nursery for heaven. The 
effects of it will show that parental government ** was 
made for man." It is adapted to his nature in the 
morning of life, and essentia to his present and future 
good. 

Obedience on the part o( the children, by habit, 
uniform and kind, will by and by become easy, and 
even delightful. They will not need, like the horse 
and mule, to be held in and guided with bit and 
bridle. They may be guided by the eye. A look, 
or a motion, a wish expressed in any way, is sufll- 
cient. They hear a voice within echoing the voice 
of God, '' Children, obey your psurents, i<x that is right." 
Oonscience echoes, '^ That is right." And the soul, 
if it does not obey, feels guilty. Though surrounded 
with the darkness of midnight, and seen by no mor- 
tal eye, if it does what it knows is forbidden by its 
father or its mother, it condemns itself. The foot- 
steps of its parent make it feel somewhat as Adam 
felt, when he heard the voice of his Father among 
the trees of the garden, and souj;ht to hide ; and per- 
haps it will try to sew fig-leaves together to cover its 
shame. Moral govemmeni has b^un ; the govern- 
2* 
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ment of God; a prepareUian for, and an introduction 
to, which is, by divine appointment, the government 
of earthly parents. On the basis of thb, whea they 
come to know Hioi who made them, and who has 
nouiisbed and brought them up as children, a voice 
from heaven will be heard, saying, '^ If I be a father, 
where is mine honor ? and if I be a master, where is 
my fear ? " And they will be much more likely in 
fature life to have that fear of the Lord which is the 
beginning of wisdom, and that good understanding 
which is imparted to all who obey him, than they 
would have been if they bad not been taught thus 
early, promptly, habitually, and conscientiously, to 
obey their earthly parents. 

The question of goremment having thus been 
settled, another part of the duty of parents towards 
their children, in order to accomplish the end for 
which families were made, is oral instruction, or the 
communication of knowledge by word of mouth, es- 
pecially the knowledge of God their Creator, Re- 
deemer, and Sanctifier ; the knowledge of themselves, 
their relations and duties, and the consequences of 
performing those duties or of neglecting them. The 
mode of conununication should be, not in set forms, 
or at stated periods merely, but " line upon line and 
precept upon precept, here a little and there a little," 
as they are able to bear it. In the house and by the 
way, when they lie down and when they rise up, 
parents must communicate knowledge as there is time 
and opportunity, and as the children are prepared to 
receive and use it to advantage. 

These instructions must be drawn from the works, 
the word, and the providence of God. To the child 
as well as the man, when rightly taught, " the heavens 
declare the glory of God, and the firmament showeth 
his handy work. Day unto day uttereth speech, and 
night unto night showeth knowledge." Though they 
do not speak in audible language, yet they speak to 
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the mind and the heart, and iu waeh a manner that 
^* the invisible things of God, from the creation of the 
world, may be clearly seen by the things that are 
made, even his eternal power and Godhead ; " so that 
they will be left '' without excuse/' who do not love 
and adore him. 

The wondrous facts vfhiah meet them at the opening 
of the Bible, that *4n the beginning God created 
the heavens and the earth, the eea, and all that ki 
them is ; " that ^ the things which are seen were not 
made of things which appear," but were created; that 
'' he spake, and it was done, he commanded, and it 
stood fast," saying, '' Let there be light, and there 
was light," — let there be a firmament, and there was 
a firmament, — cannot be commtmicated to children^ 
and believed by them, without producing a strong im« 
pression. They will feel what the revelation of these 
facts was designed to make them feel, — that '' Jehovah 
is a great God, and a great King a^ve all gods : in 
his hand are the deep places of the earth : the strength 
of the hills is his also : the sea is his ; he made it, and 
his hands formed the dry land." 

The consequence is, as the little child may see, 
^Uhe earth is the Lord's, and the fulness thereof; 
the world, and they that dwell theMn." He owns 
them by the highest possible title, and he has a pee* 
feet right to govern and dispose of them according to 
his pleasure ; for he is m)t only great, but also wise 
and good. The e»rth is full of the riches of his 
goodness ; so is the great and wide sea wherein ars 
things creeping innumerable, and where goeth that 
leviathan which he hath made to piay therein. These 
all wait upon him^ and he giveth them their meat in 
due season. All his works praise him, and those who 
know his character and waye are bound to bless him; 
lor he openeth his hand, and sii|>plieth the wants of 
every living thing. 

This children, even Uttle ohttdMB, in view oi die 
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hctSy may feel. He ttiought of them before he made 
them, and thought of them in love. He provided 
kind arms to embrace them when they came into the 
world ; kind hearts to love them, and hands to feed 
and to clothe them. The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works. He is good to 
them, as every parent may and ought to show them, 
and thus, through nature, lead them up to nature's 
God. All the blessings which they receive through 
their parents come from him. Thus, day by day, he 
gives them their daily bread ; watches over them in 
health, heals them in sickness, and takes care of them 
as his children : when they slumber, and their parents 
are asleep, imconscious, and can protect neither them- 
selves nor their children, their Father in heaven, who 
never slumbers or sleeps, takes care of them. Never 
for a moment, since they were born, has he ceased to 
do them good. Though they have often forgotten 
him, and sinned against him, — have done those things 
which they ought not to have done, and left undone 
those things which they ought to have done ; though 
they have evil hearts of unbelief in departing from 
the living God ; and though all men have gone out 
of the right way, and there are none naturally dis- 
posed to do what is spiritually good, no, not one, yet 
he has not destroyed them. 

But When through their rebellion against him they 
were lost, and there was no eye to pity and no arm to 
save, his eye pitied, and his arm brought salvation. 
He so loved them, even in their enmity against him, 
that he gave his dearly-beloved and only-begotten Son 
to die for them, the just for the unjust, that whoso- 
ever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

And now he offers them all the blessings of his 
salvation, freely, without money and without price. 
The wicked of every description may forsake their 
ways> and the unrighteous their thpughts, an4 turn 
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unto the Lord, who will have mwccy upon them, and 
unto our God, who will abuadantljr pardon. Though 
their sins were as scarlet, they sbsdl be white as snow ; 
though they were red l^e cricnson, they shall become 
as wool. From all their filthiness and their idols he 
^ill cleanse them; a new heart he will give them, 
and a new spirit put within them : he will take away 
the heart of stone, the hard, unfeeling heart, and give 
them a heart of flesh, one that is easily moved by the 
knowledge of his truth ; that is penitent for sin, and 
grateful for mercies ; that looks unto Jesus, who bore 
our sins in his own body on the tree ; and, trusting in 
him for salvation and all needed good, finds rest, and 
peace, and joy. Thus is God in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses 
unto them, but forgiving iniquity, transgression, and 
sin. 

And the more the soul of the child knows of itself, 
the more it will feel its need of Chc^t and his salva* 
tion ; and the more it will appreciate the truth, that 
he is exalted to give repentance and remission of sins. 

The Holy Ghost also is provided, to take of the 
things of Christ and show them unto men ; to work 
in them both to will and to do, and to fulfil all the 
good pleasure of his goodness, even the work of faith, 
love, joy, peace, long-sufiEering, gentleness, goodness, 
meekness, and temperance, with great power. These 
things may all be in them, while young, and abound, 
and be manifested to his glory, their good, and the 
good of all who may feel their influence ; and through 
their instrumentality multitudes may be led to glorify 
their Father in heaven. Thus out of the mouths^of 
babes and sucklings he may perfect his praise. 

Ready as earthly parents are to give good gifts to 
their children, as such children have often expeci- 
enoed, more ready is God to give the Holy Spirit, and 
all needed good, to them that ask him. ^^ He that, 
spared not bis own Son, but delivered him up for ua 
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all| bow shall he not with him also freely gire us all 
things 7 " The consequeDce is, every individual, as 
soon as he knows these facts, is bound to believe on 
him, and to ask, that he may reoeive the Holy Spirit ; 
to seek, that he may find ; and to knock, that the door 
of mercy may be opened unto him. And so ready is 
God to give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him, 
that every one that asketh receiyeth, and he that 
seeketh findeth, and to him that knocketh the door is 
opened. 

Of course, if any one to whom the way of life is 
made known fails of being converted from the error 
of his ways to the wisdom of the just, and obtaining 
salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, it wiU be his 
cwnfauU. It will be because he did not choose the 
fear of the Lord, would none of his counsel, and 
despised his reproof. He will eat the fruit of his own 
way. And it will be more tolerable for Tyre and 
Sidon, and even for Sodom and Gomorrah, in the day 
of judgment, than it will be for him. The angeb 
will come forth and sever the wicked from among the 
just, and cast them into a furnace of fire, and there 
shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. AH that are 
in their graves shall bear hk voice and come forth ; 
they that have done good unto the resurrection of life, 
and they that have done evil to the resurrection of 
damnation. 

Such are some of the truths of the Bible, which 
in due time, in suitable proportion, and in proper 
ways, parents are bound to communicate to their chil- 
dren ; that they may have that fear of the Lord which 
is the beginning of wisdom, and that good under- 
standing which is imparted to those that obey him. 

But they must not rest satisfied with the communi- 
cation of those truths, or any of the truths of the 
Bible, by word of mouth merely, or on their own 
authority. They must teach their children to read, 
HtM they may search the Scriptures for themselves, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



and thus hear the voice of God in his word, declaring 
the same great truths ; that their faith may stand, not 
in the wisdom or on the authority of men, but on the 
testimony of God. 

They must also teach them to read some portion 
of his truth daily ; and ask him by prayer and sup* 
plication for the teaching of his Spirit, that they may 
understand, believe, and obey it, and that it may thus 
be spirit and life to their souls. 

In order to secure the performance of these duties 
by their children, parents must daily read the Bible 
themselves, and pray, not only in secret, but in their 
fwmdlies. Ail the family must assemble and hearken 
to the voice of their comnooo God and Father ; bow 
before him in confession of their sins, and in humble 
supplication for his mercy ; render thanks for his 
benefits, and ask of him the blessings which they 
need for the body and the soul, for time and eternity, 
especially the blessings of his grace, that they may 
all be made wise unto salvation through faith in Jesus 
Christ 

And in the duties and events of the day, parents 
must manifest those feelings of supreme regard to 
God and good- will to men, the duty of exercising 
which they inculcate on their children ; and must set 
them an example of living, not unto themselves, but 
unto Him who died for them and rose again. 

Under the influence of such government, instruc- 
tion, and example, they may expect, with the blessing 
of God, that their childr^i will know him, and Jesus 
Christ whom he has sent ; and will become followers 
of those who through faith and patience are now in- 
heriting the promises, where they hunger no more, 
neither thirst any more ; where the Lamb leads them 
to fountains of living water, and wipes away all tears 
from their eyes.. For having been enlightened and 
trained up in the way they should go, by the good 
government, instruction, and example of parents, ao^ 
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eording to the will of Ood, conseknoe will speak for 
him ; and the children will leam to reason as they do 
in hea^n^ and as those who aie there did when on 
earth : '' If we have had fathers of our flesh who cor- 
rected us, and we gave them reverence, shall we not 
mach rather be in suhjectioa to the Father of spirits, 
and live ? " not merelf for fifty or seventy years, as 
men sometimes exist on earth, but forever and ever — 
heirs too, not to that which shall perish with the using, 
and which parents often toil day and night to lay up 
for their children, but to an inheritance incorruptible, 
undefiled, and which shall never fade away ? 

And, if rebellion against earthly parents, who have 
nourished and brought up their children, is guilt so 
awful, that <' the eye that mocketh at his father and 
despiseth to obey his mother, the ravens of the valley 
shall pick it out, and the young eagles shall eat it," 
of how much sorer punishment wilt they be thought 
worthy, who, amidst the overflowings of infinite kind- 
ness and the wonders of boundless grace, continue to 
rebel against their Father in heaven 7 Surely it must 
be a fearful thing for them to fall into the hands of 
the living Ood, who hath said, ^' Yengeanoe is mine : 
1 will repay." And as, through faith in his word, 
they see him bringing in the flood upon the world of 
the ungodly, and setting forth the inhabitants of 
Sodom for examples, suffering the vengeance of eter- 
nal fire ; and see the wicked at the day of judgment 
going away into everlasting punishment, and the right- 
eous into life eternal ; and at the same time see 
Jehovah, nmo on a throne of mercy, invitmg even the 
chief of sinners to come unto him and live, — they may 
through grace be moved to flee for refuge to lay hold 
on the hope set before them; to deny ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, and to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly ; looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher 
of faith, who, fbr the joy set before him, endured even 
the cross, despising the shame^ and is now at the right 
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hand of Majesty on b^h. (X his fiilness they may 
receive, even grace for grace. He will then goida 
them by his counsel, and afterwards receive them to 
glory, where they will see him as he is^ be like hinUi 
and with him rise from gkuy to glory, through end* 
less being. 

Such are the effects of family government, instroo" 
tion, and example, accompanied by the Spirit of God ; 
and eternity will not be too long to illustrate hia wis- 
dom and goodness in the estabhshment of families, 
and in the grace mauifelsted through them to the souls 
of men. 

Butf were there no eiber instiiuiion but the famify^ 
there would be no such govemmenty instruction, and 
example, as have been above illustrated, nor would 
their blessings ever come upon the world. Though 
wise and good, and worthy, in all respects, of its 
divine Author, the family arrangement alone would 
fail of accomplishing its high and momentous purpose. 
Of the family, therefore, as well as of individual man, 
it may be said, it was net good that it should be alone. 
It would not, in that state, accomplish the end for 
which it was established, viz., the raising up of a 
^'godiy seed," increasing from generation to genera- 
tion, till they should be a multitude that no man can 
number j bearing the image, reflecting the likeness, 
and showing forth the glory of their redeeming God. 

God, therefore, in prosecution of his plan of mercy, 
made '< a help meet " for the family, and gave it to 
the race; that, under its influence, men might be 
fitted for the purpose for which they were made : 
To know Jehovah as their Creator, Redeemer, and 
Sanctijier, and communicate that knowledge to others^ 
that through its influence they may be prepared for 
his service on earthy and the joys of his presence in 
hearven. 

That help meet for the family was the Sabbats« 
<< I gave them my Sabbaths to be a sign between me 
3 
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and them, that they might know that I am Jehovah, 
that doth sanctify them." This was what they 
needed, and what^ to accomjdish the end for which 
they were made, they must have. And they must 
observe it, or they will fail of its benefits. Hence 
the command, " Hallow (that is, keep, observe in a 
sacred manner) my Sabbaths, and they shall be a 
sign between me and you, that ye may know that 1 
am Jehovah your God.^' The proper observance of 
that day will be instrumental in communicating this 
knowledge, and in rendering it efficacious over their 
hearts and lives ; especially when, from earliest child- 
hood, they have been, by their parents, uniformly 
trained up in that way. 

But let men work seven days in a week, or be 
employed continuously in worldly business and cares, 
from month to month, and year to year, without days 
for rest and spiritual duties, and they will remain igno- 
rant of God as their Sanctifier, and destitute of that 
holiness without which they cannot enjoy him. 
Their children will not be governed or instructed ac- 
cording to his will ; nor will they be trained up in the 
way they should go. You may give them the Bible, 
but they will not jead it. You may preach the gos- 
pel, but they will not hear it. You may circulate 
rehgious tracts, but they will be neglected; or, if 
they are sometimes read, and seem for a moment to 
make an impression, unless they lead men to keep 
the Sabbath, the cares of the worlds the dec^tfulness of 
riches, and the pride of life, will choke all, and render 
it unfruitful. The good word of the kingdom will 
be as water falling upon a rock, and making no im- 
pression. It will be as seed sown by the wayside, 
which the fowls of the air pick up ; or among thorns, 
which spring up and choke it; or on stony places, 
where it has no depth of earth, and it will wither 
away. 

Though diligeivce in business, useful, ap{»opriate 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



budnesB, six cftys in a weclk) i$ a dttf , and, neit Id 
truel religicA», is tbe graat slifegaard ei wam, espeeially 
in yotith,-^ although it is teqnired by Ood,and is the 
ap^NTopriafte macnifestatioa or true teligion,— -yet iff 
cigcUnst the known wilt 6f Gcd, it is tof^inm^ unin- 
terrupt4^ly se^en days in u w^k, for the purpose &f 
making money ^ it tiMl^ noiwith8t€$nding all the means 
of grdcCy drown men m destruetion and perdiHon. 

Or, if they stop thek bosiue^ on the Sabbath only 
to spend the day in idleness and sloth, in travelling, 
amusements, dissipation, nnd wickedness, this will 
work out damnation. AH tbe etforts of infinite kind* 
ness for their restoration to holiness, and {reparation 
for heaven, will be oouiMeracted ; worldly-minded 
they will live, and worldly-minded they will die. 
With carnal hearts they will go to the ;^dg«nent, and 
reap the fruit of everUusting emikity fo God. 

Hence the command, obediience to which was re- 
quired by ail that is blissful in beaven, and all that is^ 
2igoni2^ing in hell : <^ My Sabbaths ye shall keep; for 
it is a sign between me and you, thFOUghont your 
generations, that ye may know that I am Jehovah,, 
that doth sanctify youv" " Ye shall keep the Sab- 
bath therefore, for it is holy unto you.** " Six days 
may work be done, but on die seventh is tite Sabbath 
of rest, holy to the liOri'* •' For in six days the 
Lord made heaven and earth, stnd on the seventh day 
he rested and was refreshed^^ 

To hedge up the way agakist the violation of the 
Sabbath, and to make it not orAy the duty, but for 
tbe interest of men, physically and morally, to keep 
it, God has made both nttan «md beast with a nature 
that cannot be emjrfoyed continuously seven days in 
a week lo advaovtage, or wi^out the diminution ef 
health and the curtailing of Kfe. 

He has aise made but six days in a week for secu* 
lar business and ccures; hss given to men no more,, 
and has rendered it im^^oesible for theiii to take any 

No. 3. 7 
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more, without taking what is not theirs, and thus 
diowing that they are at heart dishonest; and by 
acting out that dishonesty, exerting a most deleteri- 
ous influence on themselves and others. In addition 
to this, he has written with his own finger, and placed 
on a permanent record, among fundamental, unchan- 
ging and universal laws, the mortU obligation which 
grows out of this nature of things, which he has es- 
tablished ; and has proclaimed, in the most explicit 
and positive manner, his command, saying, ^ Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt 
thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the seventh day " 
(which is the day that comes next after the sixth 
working day) ''is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : 
in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, 
nor thy daughter, thy man-servant, nor thy maid ser- 
vant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within 
thy gates," or under thy control. 

From the form of this comikiand, addressed as it is 
to the head of the family, requiring all under his con- 
trol to keep it, it is evident that it is a family insti- 
tution. Like the obedience of children to their 
parents, God has made it the duty of the head of the 
family to see that it is observed. And one great object 
that God bad in view in the establishment of family 
government was, that through its influence the obser- 
vance of the Sabbath might be secured, and thus its 
benefits be obtained by the childrea. Hence, before 
they are old enou^ to know that there is a Sabbath, 
or even a God, they must be taught to obey their 
parents ; and the habit must be so firmly fixed, that 
when they come to know God and the Sabbath, obe- 
dience to their parents, as well as obedience to God, 
will lead them to keep it. If they do not, but openly 
violate it, sentence against that evil work must be ex- 
ecuted speedily J as it must be when they disobey the 
known command of their father or their mother, and 
afi it is when they put their hand into the fire. 
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If nothing else will prevent it, parents who obey God 
will chasten them betimes^ while there is hope, and 
not spare for their crying. 

With regard to the Sabbath, the government of the 
parents and the government of Ood coalesce : one is 
the means of preparing the children for j and securing 
their obedience to the other. It is the great institu- 
tion, through the influence of which those who have 
been trained into the habit of obeying their parents 
are to be initiated into the habit of obeying God ; so 
that by practice, while they are young, it may become 
so firmly fixed, that when they become old they will 
not depart from it. And it is the institution which 
God blesses for that purpose, and without the obser^ 
Vance of which they will never become accustomed 
to obey him, or receive those blessings which that 
obedience confers. Of course, parents who do not 
require their children to keep the Sabbath, but who 
suffer them openly and habitually to profane it, are 
not only disobeying God themselves, but are taking 
the course which is adapted to perpetuate everlasting 
disobedience in their children. If it be continued, 
he may say of tfaetn as he did to Eli, '^ I will do a 
thing at which the ears of every one that heareth 
it shall tingle ; '' because their children made them- 
selves vile, and they restrained them not. 

On the one hand, many a parent, as a punishment 
for his sin in allowing the breaking of the Sabbath by 
his children, whom, when young, he did not restrain, 
in after life has had his gray hairs brought down with 
swrow to the grave. 

On the other hand, parents not a few, who accus- 
tomed their children, when young, promptly and uni- 
formly to obey them ; and who, when they became 
old enough to understand^ communicated to them a 
knowledge of the character and will of Grod, and of 
their relations and duties to him Who 4Bet them a good 
example, and who aeeisstomed thehi to keep the 
3» 
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Sftkbath h<Aff aad tfiuaA H m worshippMpig Jehovahi 
and in leamiiig, lor the piMpote of doing, his will, 
have had the unspeakable joy of seei&g them, in after 
hfe, walking in the truth, growmg up in the fear 
and love of God, and in the e^rteem a&d confidence 
of men, to be ornaments to society, pillars in the 
church, and benefactors to the woildt 

There is something in the nature of the Sabbath, 
and in the effect which the proper keeping of it has 
on the minds of children, wfajch is aJAfiied to produce 
these resulta In additicm to this, there is the special 
blessing of God which he b^tows upon those who 
thus observe it, in fulfilment of his promise, ''Those 
who honor me I win honor.'' 

As the earth, pre|)ared of God, and treated by men 
according to his appointment, brings forth fruit, first 
the blade, then the ear, and then the full corn in the 
ear, so the Sabbath, with its means of grace, in the 
closet, in the family, in the house of God, treiuted ac* 
cording to his aj^xnntment, under his blessing, is in- 
strumental in bringing forth and maturing firuits of 
righteousness to the praise of the glory of his grace. 
Sons and daughters are born of the Spirit, and pre- 
patted tor glory, honor, inmiortalily, and eternal life. 
Ho one can witness the effects of the keeping of the 
Sabbath on littte children, and follow its influence np 
through youth and riper years, wUihout feeling that it 
was made fbir th^n by Him who made them, and 
understood peirfectly their character, condition, and 
wants. As a means of making known God, and of 
enlightening, renewing, and sanctifying souls, it is» 
indeed, ^ VEinr boon.'^ it speaks as with a thousand 
tongsies of the wisdom and goodness of its Author ; 
and in hanaony with angelic strains, proclaims, '' Glory 
to God in the highest, on eaath peace, good- will to 
men.^' Its calm and heavenly stillness, when, aft^ 
six days ci labor and asausement, the activity, bustle, 
noise^ and tumoit of worldlineas die away, speaks of 
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Ood. And as the Sabbtfth sob rues in bis glory, and 
DO man goes forth to labor, and all creation seems to 
listen, there is not an obedient child in the world, who 
knows the reason of this, and has been taught his 
duty, who does not feel more than he did before the 
omnipresence of Jehovah, and have a more operative 
conviction that he sees every thing, and hears every 
thing, and knows every thing, and is of parer eyes 
than to behold iniquity. Eieurth becomes like the 
house of Ood, and the Sabbath like the gate of 
heaven. It seems to raise a ladder like tlmt of Jacob, 
and to show him angels ascending and descending 
upon it. He can hardly forbear to say, <^ Surely Grod 
is in this place." For him, iU' keeping the Sabbath, 
so to play the fool as to say even in heart, *^ No God," 
is next to impossible. It would be like clinging to dark* 
ness when the sun shines. The darkness will flee 
away ; or if on any spot it stops, the light shows the 
contrast, and nmkes the darkness look darker. 

Many a one who, in the business and sports of the 
week, has forgotten his Maker, at knowingly sinned 
against him, on the Sabbath luus felt guilty. And if 
he would not repent, he wished to break its stillness, 
for it condemned him. Above, anwnd, beneath, all 
seemed full of God. Whither could he go from his 
Spirit, or whither flee from his presence ? Should he 
go up into heaven, God is there ; or descend into the 
depths, he is there ; should he take the wings of the 
morning, and fly to the uttermost parts of the earth, 
there would his hand lead him, and his right hand 
would hold him. Or should he say that the darkness 
would cover him, the darkness would shine as the 
day : the darkness and the light are both alike to Him. 
Hence, to one who is wicked, knowingly and fwe* 
sumptuously wicked, and meuis to continue so, the 
Sabbath, with its sacred stillness and its holy duties, 
is a buideh, and a burden ofteh too great to bear. 
He throws himself down, and tries to ibrget all ia 
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sleep; or he engiges m wctfldly conversation or 
readUog , or walks abroad ; goes to the livery stable, 
and gets a borae and earriage &r a ride ; or plunges 
kilo dissifatioAy viee* and fc^y ; or if 4bat is wicked- 
ness too gross, he sits untsasy, sighing, " O, what a 
weanaess I " ^ arben will the Sabbath be gone, that 
we may buy, and sell, and get gain I ^ 

But in such oases, thens has oidiosrily been light 
long resisted ; or sui:h persons have not been rightly 
taught to obey their psjeents^ or instructed by them 
into the duty o£ obeying God. They have not been 
trained in the way they i^oald go. tt may be that 
the parents have noit daily prayed with them, and fot 
them ; have not doom theb^noiog aceuatomed them 
to keep the Sabbath, or set them the example, and 
gone with them habitually to the boiiise of God. Or 
they may not have duly felt their dependence on 
hkn, or sought tfae blessings of his Spirit, to render 
their efforts &x Ihe «4vati(m 4)!f ibsk children sue* 
cessfiil. 

But wham parents do their dvUyi 9xiA children, in 
affectionate kindness, hearken to iMtructipn, the Sab- 
badu is ^^adeilight, ibhe holy of the Lord, and honor- 
fifble." Its stiihiass assists them in their contempla- 
tiena, and in their efforts to )earn bis will. As they 
assemble around the &mily fdlar, wd bow with their 
parents in adesation and praj^, aad thinki it may be, 
of the loved one who cmice was wit^ them, but is 
now in heaven, ibey anticipate ^' the tept which re- 
maiiieth far the people ^ God/' 

The cleanlisiees o^ person, th^ tidu^eas of apparel, 
as they implore the bi^wng and partake of the boun* 
ties of their hisavenly Father; the sound of the 
cburch-^going bell, the congregating assembly, and the 
onion in songs c^ pcaise ; the v,oice of , prayer, the 
poadifig and hearing «f llbfa Scripturesi, th^e exposition 
by the mmialer of Ihe ooa^s of God,. and the in- 
sirUetionsidiawn htm tibem which h^ lOPm^iUBicates 
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to tbB people, gi^iAg to paeenls fiad to ehiklreni to old 
men and matrons, yotmg men md maidMis, their por^ 
tion in doe eetson ; all are oaicuhited to make a aalu* 
tary,«n all-pervading, and a lasting impreasioa — -one 
that goes deep ia the fonnfttien of obatacter, and which 
neither time nor eternity will eflaoe. It is like the 
influence of a pure atmosphere npon physical .health* 
It awakens and invigorates, deepens and readers per- 
manent, moral and religious knpressionjs. Like good 
seed oa good gromid, it springs up, and brings forth 
thirty, sixty, and a hundred*foid. Not a few have 
said ia truth, of the plaoe in whkfa they wordii|qped 
with their parents, 

«I have been there, and still wooM go; 
"Tiff lilbe a little hvaven below ; 

At'Ooee 4bey sing, at oace they pmy ; 

They hear of heaven, and ieam the way." 

Nor do they, trained up undbec ttiat indueace, merely 
"team the way;" often, very oAen, they are in- 
clined to take it ; and tbey fiad i| by axpeiience to 
be a way of pleasantness and a paith of peace. It 
grows, as they proceed in it, brighter and brighter, 
till the light it the moon becomes like the light of 
the SUA, and the light of the sub as the light of seven 
days. Tfoey obtain jey and gladneas, and sorrow 
and sighing flee away; 

And eivea if,aa is dsometimes the ease, while young, 
their father, proteetor^ and guide is taken from th^oa, 
their mother is a widow, sorrowfiil and desolate, and 
her children are fatherless, yet ^a God of the 
widow and fiither of the fatherless " is Jehovah in 
their habitation. Though their &sth&f has forsaken 
them, He takes them up, and is often moceto them than 
what he has taken ficom theca ; and he does more for 
them than their earthly father could have done, pr 
God would have done through htm, had he lived. 
Through the influence of their mother, whom they 
are now accUtStocaed to obey as jthe bead of the fam- 
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ily ; with whom they unite in daily devotion, think 
of their father, and feel their need of a Father in 
hearen ; with whom they go on the Sabbath to the 
house of God, and 8it where their father sat, hear the 
pastor, and worship the Qod whom he loved, God has 
raised up, without the father, in every generation, 
80fne of the ftwst worthf and most useful of the hu- 
man family. 

The Sabbath was made for the fatfierless and the 
widow, the orphan, and those who have no earthly 
helpers. It is the day for commiming with the 
Father of their spirits, the Former of their bodies, and 
the Giver of all their blessings ; when he communes 
with them, manifests himself to them, and teaches 
them so to seek him that they shall not want any good 
thing. So with all the families of the earth. Let 
parents govern their children, teach them the will of 
God, and set them a holy example; let them keep 
the Sabbath and reverence the sanctuary, not forsak- 
ing the assembling of themselves together, but saying, 
in word and in deed, '' O, come, let us worship ; let us 
kneel and bow down before Jehovah our Maker ; for 
we are the sheep of his pasture, and the people of his 
hand : " let them conscientiously abstain from worldly 
busin€)ss, travelling, and amusements, habitually at- 
tend public worship, and keep the day, from the be- 
ginning to the end, holy to the Lord ; let them hear 
and obey his will, and, through his grace, the great 
object which he had in view in the establishment of 
families, will be aecom{^ished. Ttey will know 
him as their God, and Jesus Christ whom he has sent. 
They will be sanctified by his Spirit, and made meet 
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints. 
Under this influence, and by the operation of his 
Spirit, 

<< The gfof pel bils the dead revive ; 
Sinners obey the voice and live ; 
Diy bones are raised and clothed afresh, 
And hearts of stone are turned to flesh." 
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This is God'e way to oommuiikate to men, e^)eciaUy 
to the youQg, that knowledge of binuielf eo4 of hit 
Son which is life eternal; causing that knowledge 
to be efficacious in giving such views, awakeniog 
soch thoughts, inspiring such feelings, and leading to 
auch conduct, as shall promote excellence and useful- 
ness on earth, and endless life and glory in heaven. 

Hot is the infloenipe of the keeping of the Sabbath 
eonfined to families, or to children while under the 
guidance of their parents It accomfMimes the youth 
-when he leaves his father's house, and goes out, for 
life, into the world. lu his plans and his^ effortS) his 
bminess and his caces, his dangers and his duties, his 
trials and his joys, it is a guardian angel ; whispering 
continually in his hearing, concerning intelligence 
and virtue^ -truth and right, '^ This is the way ; walk 
ye in it." ^ Keep thy father's commandment, and 
forsake not the law of thy mother ; bind them con- 
tinually upon thy heart, and tie them about thy neck. 
When thon goest, it shall lead thee ,* when thou sleeps 
est, it shall keep thee ,* and when thou awakest, it 
shall talk with thee." "The Lord giveth wisdom; 
out of his mouth ccMneth knowledge and understand- 
ing. He layeth up sound wisdom for the righteousi 
and is a buckler to them tfiat walk uprightly." 
" Keep his commandments ; for length of days, and 
leog life, and peaoe shall they add to thee. Let not 
naercy and truth forsake thee ; bind them about thy 
neck, write them upon the table of thy heart ; so 
shalt thou find favor and good understanding in the 
sight of God and man." " In the way of righteous- 
ness is life, and in the pathway thereof there i^ no 
death." 

A youth leaves his father's dwelling for a distaol 
city. There he enters into businesSi and soo^ finds 
himself involved in all the labors^ end caresi and 
anxieties of active life. Baoyaol with hope» borne 
on by expectalioa^ andBasbed^ it may boi with 9ac- 
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cess, he presses forward in his enlarged and enlar- 
ging schemes of business, till he is in danger of being 
swsUlowed up in them. Occasionally^ for a moment, 
he turns his eye towards home, and thinks of his 
father and his mother ; but by no means with that 
frequency, steadiness, and intensity with which they 
think of him. They wonder how he does, when far 
away from the society of parents, brothers, and sisters j 
in company only with strangers or new-made acquaint- 
ances. They do not fcnrget him at the throne of 
mercy, in their private or family deyotions, but com- 
mend him to the merciful guidance and keeping of 
Him from whom they received him, and to whom, 
from his birth, he was devoted. 

If a person arrive from that city, he is met with 

the anxious inquiry, ** Do you know ? " " Yes, 

I know him well ; he resides but a few doors from 
me." " How is he doing ? '' ** I believe well — 
very well." And suppose they hear in addition, 
'' There is one thing which I have observed always 
promises well for a young man. He never opens his 
store, or goes down to it, on the Sabbath* He never 
goes out to ride, or visits places of amusement or dis- 
sipation on that day. He is always at chnrch, morn- 
ing and evening." How safe, comparatively, those 
parents feel, and how delighted! They do not 
expect to hear any thing very bad of their son. 
While he keeps the Sabbath, they hope and expect 
that the God of the Sabbath will keep him. For 
that is God's way to keep men, and even young men, 
in that most trying and dangerws t>f cUl periods, 
from the time when they leave their father^ s dwelling, 
and the endearments and restraints of home, to the 
time when they obtain that last best earthly gift — a 
prudent wife from ike Lord, and have a family of 
their own to throw its kind endearments around them^ 
and fill them with the riches of its Miss. 

But suppose they hear the following answer to 
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thek afkdiouMJbd «nd anxious inquiry: ''I do not 
know. I am not muoh acquainted with him. He 
does not reside near me, nor does he associate much 
\rith our sort of people. There is one thing, how- 
erer, which always makes me fearful about a young 
man — he does not keep the Sabbath. I observe, he 
sometimes opens his store on that day, or goes down 
to it. He sometimes rides out, or goes to places of 
amusement. He is not in the habit of attending 
church.?' 

What will those parents hear next ? None can tell. 
It may be, that he has failed in business ] or that he 
has become intemperate, or licentious, or in other 
respects abandoned ; that he is a gambler, or a thief, 
or has committed some enormous crime. 

There is no safety to the toung man who does 
KOT KEEP the Sabbath. Hc has forsaken God, and 
turned from his ways. Hd is on the devil's ground, 
tempting that old murderer to tempt him, provoking 
God to leave him in his hands to eat the fruit of his 
own way, and to be filled with his devices. Thus 
many a youth, before whom was opened the path of 
life, that ** way of pleasantness,'' that " path of peace," 
has voluntarily turned aside and gone down to death. 
He had within him an evil heart of unbelief, in de- 
parting from the living God. He may have uttered 
or echoed to himself the old serpent's lie, <' Thou 
shalt not surely die ; " or flattered himself tlmt it was 
the part of manly independence to trample on the 
Sabbath ; to look upon the wine when it is red, and 
giveth its color in the cup ; or indulge those propen- 
sities which God has implanted in our nature for wise 
and beneficent purposes, but the gratificaiion of which 
he has restricted to the limits which his 'wisdom and 
goodness have prescribed, and which he has solemnly 
commanded should be cmfined^to married life. In 
defiance or forgiatfulness of God, the heedless youth 
may have chosen — foolidily, meanly, and wickedly 
4 
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^bosen— '-to follow hear ^'wkode month it sittoolfaer 
than oil, bat whose end is bitter as wormwood ; " 
'' whose feet go down to death, and whose steps Udce 
hold on hell ; " '' whose house inclineth unto death, 
and her paths unto the dead ; " whose " bouse is the 
way to hell, leading down to the chambers of death." 
But he will find tlmt as the fishes are caught in an 
evil net, and as birds are caught in a snare, so he has 
been taken by the destroyer, and snarad with a bait, 
which '* at the last biteth like a serpent and stingeth 
like an adder.'^ Her voice was ^' the poison of drag- 
ons, and the cruel venom of asps ; " '^ the adder's 
poison was under her lips." << The dead are there, 
and her guests are in the depths of hell." <' None 
that go in unto her return again, neither take they 
hold of the path of life." 

Lei any man, young #r old, despise or trample s«t 
Marriage, that great fimdainental insHtw^on whicn 
God established to secure and perpeh§ate the existence 
and social purity of our race, and through which to 
make JcMntm himself and manifest his goodness to 
man; and let him seek those gratifications vrithoui^ 
which it is his revealed will should be enjoyed only 
within its sacred enclosure; or let him openly and 
presumptuously neglect and desecrate the Sabbath, 
that other great and fundamiewtal institutiofn, which^ 
Kke marriage, Ood established at the creation, as a 
help meet for families, and through whose hallowed 
influences they can alone accomplish the end for which 
they were established; and €ts certainly tis God reigns 
in heaven, who judgeth upon the earth, suchfnen, 
even here, will be visited with his curse. He has es- 
tablished laws, fixed as the pillars of his throne, 
which no mortal can annul or evade, by which those 
sins, continued, will work out destruction. 

If they do not lead, as is often the case, to other 
gross outward crimes, which briilg the culprit to an 
untimely eodi they will keep him away^ curdmarily, 
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from the remedial infloenees of the gospel, and all 
the appointed means of grace, or, if continued, will 
counteract their efficacy and prevent their saving 
effects — an evil infinitely greater than the loss of all 
merely earthly things. Such men may expect to live 
in impenitence, and in impenitence to die ; in hard* 
ness of heart and blindness of mind to go to the 
judgment, and under accumulated treasures of wrath 
to sink to an awfully aggravated condemnation. 

But let a man, even a young man^ in this most 
perilous period of his probation, keep in mind the 
lessons of heavenly wisdom ; let him Jiear God say, 
^^ Whoso hearkeneth unto me shall dwell safely, and 
be quiet from the fear of evil ; " and to the inquiry, 
'^ Wherewithal shall a young man cleanse his way ? " 
let him hear his answer, '^ By taking heed thereto ac- 
cording to thy word ; *' let him treat the word of God 
as '< a lamp to his feet, and a light to his path ; " let 
him keep the Sabbath day holy, as a day of worship 
and of spiritual improvement; let him regard mar- 
riage as the institution of God, a holy union of one 
man with one woman for life ; let him seek of the 
Lord, and use proper means to obtain a suitable com- 
panion for himself, and enter into that state early after 
he is settled for life in his appropriate business, — and 
he will find that he has indeed, beyond what he could 
in any other course, " obtained favor of the Lord." 
He will know, from their blessed effects, that both 
Marriage and the Sabbath were " made for man," 
and are conducive, in the highest degree, to his 
present and future good, and the good of all who may 
feel his influence. While those who despise either 
of these institutions despise their own mercies, con- 
temn the wisdom and goodness of Jehovah, and 
oppose the advancement of his glqry and the great 
interests of the universe. But they who regard these 
institutions, and treat them according to the revealed 
will of God, will more and more taste and see conr 
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tinually of his wiadom and goodn^tsB, and will be- 
come co«workera with him m proxooting the great 
object for which he stretched oat the hea,yeQs and 
laid the foundatioos of the eairth, made ma»i gave his 
Soa as a Sarior^ and the Holy Spirit as a Sweti&r, 
and aj^inted the preaching and ordinances of the 
gospel, and is carrying on all his operaitions in tik& 
kingdoms of nature, providence, and grace* 

And when the final results shall be unfolded, and 
great voices shall be heard, as the voice of many waters 
and of mighty thundeiiogs, from, mg;ijititudes that no 
m^a can number^ crying, ^' Glory to* God in the 
highest," they will be witnesaes of his ^^go^d-will t^ 
191^" and will mingle theii^ ascriptions with those of all 
who< have bebeved on and obeyed bin^ of 9M^ssing, 

AND HONOB, JkKD GLOBX, 4NI> POWBSt,, U^tO Hllf THAT 
aiTTETH ON. TH£ TJOVDHI^ AND UNWO THR LaUB YOMr^ 
B^ER j^fD i;V&B. 
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FOURTH PERMANENT 

SABBATH DOCUMENT, 

oir 
THE PROPER MODE OP KEEPING THE SABBATH. 



In the first Sabbath Document, it ^as shoira that 
the Sabbath is founded on natural laws, and that the 
command in the decalogue to remember and keep it 
holy, is an expression, not merely of the will of Ood, 
but also of the moral obligation which arises from the 
nature and relations of things. 

In the second Document, it was shown that God, in 
his word, and by his providence, has clearly designat- 
ed the first day of the week as the day to be observed 
as the Christian Sabbath, from the resurrection of 
Christ to the end of the world. Those passages itt 
the New Testament which speak of Sabbaths as being 
done away, refer, as the connection shows, not to the 
weekly Sabbaths of the moral law, but to the annual 
Sabbaths of the ceremonial law. Hence they are 
placed by the Lawgiver, not with moral precepts, like 
" Thou Shalt not kill," and " Thou shalt not steal,^' 
but with outward ceremonies, siich as meats and 
drinks, fast-days and feast-days, new moons, divers 
washings, and carnal, that is, outward ceremonial or» 
dinances. These never were binding except on the 
Jews, and not on them till they were commanded, 
and then only till the resurrection of Christ and the 
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establishment of the gospel dispensation. The weekly 
Sabbath was made for man, was established at the 
creation, and will be of sacred, moral, and religious 
obligation upon all who shall know the will of God 
to the end of time. 

In the third Document, it was shown that the Sab- 
bath is a FAMILY INSTITUTION. It was designed by 
God to enable parents rightly to educate their children, 
to train them up in the way they should go, in the 
nurture and admonition of the Lord, so that they may 
serve him on earth, and enjoy him in heaven. 

Like the institution of marriage, it was coeval with 
the creation, and was in operation hundreds of years 
before the Jewish dispensation was established. Like 
marriage, it has outlived all past dispensations, and 
will go down as a help-meet for the family, to bless 
the children, and through them the church and the 
world, to all generations. It will be, also, what it was 
established to be, a perpetual sign between God and 
his people, that, in the keeping of it, they may be 
known as his people, the worshippers of Jehovah, the 
one living and true God ; who, in six days, made the 
heavens, the earth, the sea, and all that in them is, 
and on the Sabbath rested from his labors ; as, in im- 
itation of his example, and obedience to his com- 
mands, they do from theirs. 

The keeping of the Sabbath is a public demonstra- 
tion that they are not worshippers of idols, or any of 
the multitudes of false gods which many people wor- 
ship ; and that they do not belong to the people who 
worship no God, and thus show that they are without 
God, and without that hope which purifies the soul, 
and will be as an anchor, sure and steadfast, and not 
as the spider's web, at the giving up of the ghost. 
But they are the people who worship Jehovah. ^They 
show this by keeping his Sabbath, and through the 
influence of its means of grace, attendance upon 
which is a part of the proper mode of keeping it, 
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they know him as their God, and the God of their 
children, and manifest this to the world. 

This influence of keeping the Sabbath, though it 
begins in the family, does not stop there. It goes out 
with the youth when he leaves his father's house and 
engages in the active duties of life. It is felt in the 
church and on the state, as one grand means of that 
godliness which is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and also of that which 
is to come. Under its influence, not only individuals 
and families, but states and nations, are permanently 
prosperous, useful, and happy. 

**If thou turn away thy foot from the Sabbath, 
from doing thy pleasure on my holy day, and eall the 
Sabbath a delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable ; 
and shalt honor him, not doing thine own ways, nor 
finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own 
words ; then shalt thou delight thyself in the Lord, 
and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places of 
the earth, and feed thee with the heritage of Jacob 
thy father ; for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it." 
Isa. 58 : 13, 14. The great principles, by the applica- 
tion of which these blessings would be secured, are 
still in operation, and will secure to those who rightly 
keep the Sabbath similar blessings in all countries and 
in all ages. 

In view of the above truths, a momentous question 
arises, and one of deep personal interest to every hu- 
man being, viz. 

What is the proper mode of keeping the Sab- 
bath ? In what manner must the dat be kept, m 
order most ruLLT TO promote its objects, and ob- 
tain ITS benefits ? 

In order rightly to answer this question, we must 
understand what are the objects of the Sabbath, and 
the manner in which*it is the will of God that men 
should keep it. 
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Tbe gfeat object of the Sabbath is to make knowa 
Jehovah, to perpetuate the acknowledgment and wor- 
flhip of him, and to promote the sjHritual and religious 
interests of men. 

The manneb in which it is to be kept, in order 
most fully to accomplish these objects, is indicated by 
the directions of God in the Scriptures. Some of 
these directions are the following, viz. 

<< Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work ; but the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in 
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid- 
servant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is with- 
in thy gates," that is, under thy control. " For in 
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day ; where- 
fore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed 
it." That is, he set it apart from other days, to be 
devoted, not to secular, but to sacred purposes. Ex. 
90:8— IL 

Hence his directions, Deut. 6 : 12—15, " Keep the 
Sabbath day to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God hath 
eommanded thee. Six days thou shalt labor, and do 
all thy work ; but the seventh day," which is the day 
that comes next to the sixth working day, *•' is the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
noF thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor thine 
ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor the stran- 
gj^r that is within thy gates; that thy man-servant 
0Md thy maic^servant may rest as well as thou," 

Servants are creatures of God, as well as masters. 
They are also sinners, and need his grace. They 
kave he&a. redeemed by the blood of his Son, and 
ttay obtain salvation through him. They are bound, 
on the Sabbath, to unite with others in acknowledge 
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iog and worshipping Jehovah, and in promoting their 
own spiritual good, and that of their fellow-men. Of 
course, it is their duty and their right to rest frcmi 
labor. Yet, as they are in some respects depend- 
ent upon, and under the control of others, they may 
be urged, and placed under peculiar temptations to 
continue their work. God, who is no respecter of 
pei'sons, and regards the souls of servants as well as 
masters, has, therefore, especisdly noticed their case. 
It is worthy of attention that the reason he gives why 
masters, and parents, and children, and cattle, and 
strangers, should rest, is, that the servants may rest 
also. // iSf therefore, evidently his will that all 
classes of persons should rest from worldly business 
an the Sabbath. 

It is equally jdain that 'this is his will with regard 
to BEASTS OF BURDEN. It mauifcsts the kindness of 
Jehovah, and also his intention that none should be 
forced to invade the sacredness of the Sabbath, that 
he should mention thus particularly the case of ser- 
vants and of cattle. 

Though heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain him, and he has ten thousand times ten thou- 
sand round about him, he does not foi^et the poor or 
the dumb. Not a servant escapes his notice, nor a 
beast is beneath his care. He never for a moment 
overlooks the defenceless, who cannot protect them- 
selves, or plead their own cause. He compassionates 
their condition, and sympathizes with their wants. 
When, after six days of labor, they need, in addition 
to the rest of the nights, the rest also of one day, he 
guaranties it to them. And it was with reference to 
them, as well as others, that he made the Sabbath, 
set it apart for sacred purposes, gave it to men, forbade 
them to labor during its hours, and commanded them 
to keep it holy. 

To keep the Scibbath day^ then, in a proper manr 
ner^ oxen and owners j servants and masters^ children 
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ondparentSj workmen and emjdofers^ soymmers and 
diizensj all, on this day^ mutt rest from worldly bmsi^ 
nesSy excqpt so far as toorks of necessary mercy j and 
the best discharge af the appropriate duMes of the 
Sabbath as a holy day, may reqmre. 

" Six days thou shalt do thy work^ and oa the 
seventh thou shalt rest, that thine ox and thine ass 
may rest, and the son of thy handmaid, and the stran^ 
ger, may be refreshed" Ex. 23 : 12. Such is the 
nature of both man and beast, that, alter six days of 
labor with suitable diligence, their most healthy re^ 
&eshment — that which is needful for their greatest 
comfort and usefulness, that which will be most for 
the honor of God and the good of the world — requires 
one day of rest. They have a right to it^ and one 
which does not come from men, or from human gov- 
ernments, but from Gk>d. No man can knowingly, 
under ordinary circumistances^ or for purposes of gain,, 
deprive them of it without great guUL It is inju»- 
tice towards the creature, and rebellion against the 
Creator. 

" Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day 
thou shalt rest ; in earing-time and in harvest," those 
seasons when men are most urgently pressed, and 
most strongly tempted to continue their employments,. 
" thou shalt rest." Ex. 34 : 21. 

<< Six days may work be done, bui the seventh is 
the day of rest, holy to the Lord. Whosoev» do- 
eth any work shall surely be put to death." Ex. 
3i: 15. 

Death to the open, presumptuous Sabbath-breaker, 
by the hand of the mag^trate, was a penalty in force 
among the Jews while God was their civil ruler. It 
was adopted by his direction, azMl was designed to 
make them, a peculiar pe<^, and keep diem so till 
the death of Christ. But it was not designed to be 
binding on other people, or on them after the dose of 
tba Jewish dispeniabtion* 
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Ctf course, it was not, like the Sabbath law, writtea 
by the finger of God on the tables of stone, or put in 
the decalogue with the moral laws. It did not betong 
there, as it was not to be a permanent leguiaiion* 
But the Sabbath law did belong there. It was, hke 
those aissQciates, a morajl law. It expresBed an obU- 
gatioa which grows out of the nature of things, and 
which will continue to be binding to the end of the 
world. ^ 

Of eoorse, it was placed in the moral cede, in ac- 
cordance with that great law maxim, ^^ Noscitur a so- 
dis ; " '< it is known by its associates." Like them, 
it is a moral, permanent, universal law; while the 
penalty — death by the hand of Xhd civil magistrate 
— was adapted to the object which was then to be ao* 
complished, in making the Jews a peeuliar people* 
Of course, it was placed in the ceremonial code, 
among other local and temporary regulations, and was 
itself local and temporary. The fourth command- 
ment was, in its nature and in its penalty, like the 
first commandment and the fifth. Those were both 
moral laws of perpetual obligation. Both had a civil 
penalty annexed to them, which was only of local and 
temporary application. The man that set up an idol, 
and attempted to induce the people to wcnrship it, 
whether he succeeded or not, and the son that openly 
and presumptuously rebelled against hk father, were, 
by God's direction, put to death by the magistralie* 
But those penalties were not written on the tables of 
stone, nor placed in the permanent moral code ; while 
the laws for the violation of which death was the 
penalty, were placed diere. They belonged there; 
they are thei^ now ; and, till heaven and earth past' 
away, they will remain there, and bind all who know 
th^n, to the end of time. So with the fourth conir* 
mandment. It is like its associates, in being a moral, 
pesQUanent, universal law ; and also* in its vkdationi 
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having had, for a time, by God's special direction, 
death as its civil penalty. 

Because the obligation to inflict that civil penalty is 
done away, some have contended that the obligation 
to keep the command is done away. This is a great 
mistake. The law is one thing, and stands upon its 
own immovable basis ; the civil penalty, introduced for 
a time to accomplish a special purpose, is a very dif- 
ferent thing, and may b^, or may not be, connected 
with it, according to the appointment of God. As 
well might men argue that the first command and the 
fifth command are not binding, because the civil pen- 
alty once attached to them is done away. 

The civil penalty for theft in some countries has 
been death. That penalty has afterwards been ab- 
rogated. But are the people of those countries re- 
leaised, on that account, from their obligation to obey 
the command, " Thou shalt not steal " ? 

The civil penalty attached by God, for a time, to 
the violation of moral laws, showed how essential he 
considered the observance of those laws to the civil, 
as well as moral welfare of a people. The record of 
that fact shows the same now, as far as that record is 
known. Though sentence against a similar evil work 
is not executed so speedily now as it was then, yet, 
as the Lawgiver is the same, and the moral obligation 
to keep the statute the same, it is certain, that if the 
crime be not forsaken, judgment in due time will 
come, and destruction will follow. 

"Ye shall keep my Sabbaths, and reverence my 
sanctuary. I am the Lord." Lev. 26 : 2. " Six 
days may work be done ; but the seventh day is the 
Sabbath of rest, a holy convocation," or public as- 
sembling. " Ye shall do no work : it is the Sabbath 
of the Lord." Lev. 23 : 3. 

"Thus saith Jehovah, Take heed to yourselves, 
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and bear no burden on the Sabbath day, nor bring U 
in by the gates of Jerusalem." Jer. 17: 21, etc 
To bear a burden is a phrase for worldly business, eth 
pecially mercantile business, the removing of goods 
from one place to anotlier. "Neither carry forth a 
burden out of your houses on the Sabbath day." 
The same principle applies to warehouses, stores, 
wharves, railroad depots, and all places where men 
transact worldly business. "Neither do ye any 
work." Works of necessary mercy, and those which 
are needful for the proper discharge of the appropri- 
ate duties of the Sabbath, are of course excepted. 
" But hallow ye the Sabbath day, as I commanded 
your fathers." That is, keep the Sabbath as a sacred 
day, in distinction from secular days, according to the 
fourth command, which has ever formed a part of the 
moral code, and is not made void, but is establii^ed, 
by the gospel. 

" But they," their fathers, " obeyed not " his com- 
mand with regard to the Sabbath, " neither inclined 
their ear." To incline one's ew, is a biblical phrase 
for a desire to hear and be instructed. It is taken 
from the well-known fact, that when a person is spo- 
ken to, if he wishes to hear and be instructed, he in- 
clines his ear towards the sound, that he may hear it 
more distinctly, and better understand the meaniilg. 
But they who devoted the Sabbath to worldly busi- 
ness, " inclined not ; " showing that they did not wish 
to hear the voice of Jehovah, or to have him instruct 
tkem. This is the case with all persons who, for 
purposes of gain or pleasure, devote the Sabbath to 
worldly business, travelling, or amusement. They 
show that they do not wish to hear God, or tQ have 
him instruct them. Their conduct is understood in 
heaven to mean, " Depart from us ; we desire not the 
knowledge of thy ways." That is its real meaning. 
Hence they do not assemble in those places where 
God i$ worshipped, and where, through the iustru- 
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mentalities of his appointment, he makes known hia 
will. They act out the principle, " Not thy will, but 
mine, be done." 

Thus the Jewish fathers " made their necks stiff, 
that they might not hear nor receive instruction." 
So it is with Sabbath-breakers now. Their conduct 
says, " It is a vain thing to serve the Lord." This is 
utterly false, and the practice of this falsehood tends 
to produce a lying spirit among men ; as dishonesty 
towards God tends to produce dishonesty toward^ 
men. Hence the fact, that more than ten times as 
many Sabbath-breakers are convicts in state prisons, 
as men who have uniformly and conscientiously " re- 
membered the Sabbath day, and kept it holy." Rob- 
bing God tends to produce robbery and other heinqus 
crimes among men. On the other hand, honesty 
towards God produces honesty towards men, and 
tends to secure all needful blessings for this life atid 
the life to come. Hence the declaration, Jer. 17 : 24, 
25, " It shall come to pass, if ye diligently hearken 
unto me, saith Jehovah, to bring in no burdens 
through the gates of this city on the Sabbath day, but 
hallow the Sabbath day, to do no work therein, then 
shall there enter into the gates of this city kings and 
princes sitting upon the throne of David," — they 
would have lawful and good rulers, who would fear 
God, and promote the best interests of the people, — 
"riding in chariots and on horses, they and their 
princes, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Je- 
rusalem." That is, the rulers and people would be 
wealthy, and the nation be in a prosperous condition. 
" And this city shall remain forever." Their bless- 
mgs would be permanent. Instead of being the 
means of conruption and consequent ruin, they would 
render the people grateful to the Giver, more obedient 
and virtuous, and thus they would be perpetuated as 
long as the sun and moon should endure. 

" They shall come from the cities of Judah, and 
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the places about Jerusalem," the central parts of the 
country, '^ and from the land of Benjamin," the east, 
"and from the plain," the west, "from the moun- 
tains," the north, "and from the south," from all parts 
of the kingdom, should they keep the Sabbath, they 
would come together, " bringing burnt-offerings, and 
sacrifices, and meat-offerings, and incense, and bring- 
ing sacrifices of praise unto the house of the Lord." 
They would be not only a very prosperous, but a 
very piotis people; and this they would show, not 
only by resting from worldly emjdoyments on the 
Sabbath, but also by reverencing the sanctuary. 
They would assemble together according to God's 
appointment, and offer to him their united, humble, 
and grateful devotion. He would graciously accept 
them, and grant them abundantly and permanently 
Uie blessings of his favor. 

Here is solved the momentous question with regard 
to the purity and permanence of free institutions. 

How can a nation be very prosperous, and at the 
same time pure and holy ? How can they promote 
that intelligence and virtue which are essentisd to the 
purity and permanence of free institutions, and thus 
perpetuate their blessings? By keeping holy the 
Sabbath day. Let them confine their secular busi- 
ness and cares, their travelling and amusements, to 
six days in a week, and sacredly devote the Sabbath 
to the worship of God and the promotion of the spirit- 
ual good of men, and the blessings of the Lord of 
the Sabbath, in copious abundance, will continue to 
descend upon them. Their prosperity, instead of 
rendering them more wicked through its abuse, and 
ripening them for ruin, will make them more holy, 
and, through grace, fit them for permanent blessings 
on earth, and for endless life in heaven. 

" But, if ye will not hearken unto me," saith Jeho- 
vah, " to hsilow," that is, keep holy, the " Sabbath 
day, and not to bear a burden, even entering in at 
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tfie gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then will 
I kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour 
the palaces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be quenched." 

Such are the representations of God in the Scrip- 
tures concerning his will with regard to the keeping 
of the Sabbath. They show most clearly that it is 
his will, that all men should rest from their labors, and 
keep the day holy. Yet his ancient people did not, 
and would not, thus keep the Sabbath. They de- 
Toted it to worldly business and pleasures. He, ac- 
cording to his threatening, kindled a fire, or in his 
providence suffered one to be kindled, in their palaces, 
which they could not quench. Their city was made 
a desolation, and the inhabitants were carried into 
captivity, according to his declaration : " I will scatter 
you among the heathen, and will draw out a sword 
after you. Your land shall be desolate, and your 
cities waste. Then shall the land enjoy her Sab- 
baths ; as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your 
enemies' country, even then shall the land rest, and 
enjoy her Sabbaths. As long as it lieth desolate it 
shall rest, because it did not rest in your Sabbaths, 
when ye dwelt upon it." Lev. 26 : 33, etc. 

After their return from captivity, and their settle- 
ment in their own land, when they began again to 
break the Sabbath, Nehemiah, their leader, who knew 
the cause of their captivity, said to them, '^ What evil 
thing is this that ye do, and profane the Sabbath day ? 
Did not your fathers thus, and did not our God bring 
all this evil upon us, and upon this city ? Yet ye 
bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the Sab- 
bath day/* Nehemiah 13: 17, 18. 

Thus he represents the profanation of the Sabbath 
as the grand cause of their ruin, as the prophet Jere- 
miah had foretold that it would be. Inspired men, 
speaking and writing under the direction of the Holy 
Ghost, represent abstinence from worldly business, 
cares, and pleasures, on the Sabbath, and the keeping 
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of tbe day faoly Id the Loid, as the great meam of 
p^manent temporal and spiritual prosperity, and the 
desecration of the Sabbath as the sure cause of ruin. 

What is the reason of this ? Why is the keeping 
of die Sabbath so vital to human welfare ? Because 
-without it men cannot act in accordance with the net* 
ture of things as manifested in creation, providence, 
and grace. They cannot obey the revelation of 
God's will, or secure the blessings of his favor. If 
they continue to disobey him with regard to the Sab^ 
bath, tiiey will disobey him in other things, and thus 
draw down upon them his curse. And if they do 
obey him in this, they will, under his blessing, be led 
to obey him in oth^ things. The Sabbath*keeping 
people, according to the will of God, will be an obe- 
dient people. Of course they will be a holy, a usefiil, 
a happy people. Keeping the Sabbath day holy tends 
to naake themholy. Such is the nature of men, such 
the nature of the Sabbath, and such the blessing 
which the Lord oi the Sabbath bestows upon those 
who, out of regard to him, keep it holy, that tempo^ 
lal and spiritual prosperity are its sure results. << The 
Sabbath was made for man," in order that, by the 
keeping of it, he might be instrumental, through 
grace, in seoaring these blessuigs. 

On the other hand, as the abuse of the best things 
is productive of the greatest evils, the desecration of 
the Sabbath tends to infinite mischief. It operates 
on the character like the poisoning of the atmosphere 
(HI bodily health. It is like the letting out of great 
waters, to flow over fruitftil fields, become stagnant 
and putrid, and ^read disease, contagion, and death 
through the land. 

Hence it is spoken of as the sum of wickedness,. 
the procuring cause and sure {Mrecursor of personal and 
national ruin* 

But it is askedy << Did not etm Savior teach a di(^ 
No. 4. 2 
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ferent doctrine with regard to the lawfalness of 
worldly business and amusements on the Sabbath ? 
Did he not teach that the Sabbath law, if not abro- 
gated, is relaxed in its obligations, and that, if men 
find it inconvenient or expensive to rest on that day, 
they are at liberty to pursue their business ? " No : 
he taught no such doctrine ; nor did he imply, in any 
thing he said or did, that the obligations to keep the 
Sabbath as a holy day were, or under the gospel would 
be, diminished. In proof of this, let us examine his 
teaching and conduct with regard to the Sabbath. 

<< Jesus went on the Sabbath day through the com, 
and his disciples were an hungered, and began to 
{duck the ears of com, and to eat." — Matt. 12 : 1, 
etc. They were going, it is supposed, to public wor- 
ship. The word rendered cam is a general name for 
grain. It might have been barley, or some other 
grain. The disciples might not have had their usuid 
meal, and been annoyed with hunger. They there- 
fore took some heads of grain, mbbed out the kernels 
in their hands, and ate them, as any one might have 
done, under like circumstances, on any day. The 
Pharisees, a sect among the Jews, idolatrously devot- 
ed to their own traditions, who tithed mint, anise, and 
cumin, and omitted the weightier matters of the 
law, — judgment, mercy, and &ith, — objected to the 
conduct of the disciples, and said to Jesus, '^ Why do 
thy disciples do that which is not lawful on the Sab- 
bath day ? " They had not done what was not law- 
ful. What they had done was allowed in the Scrip- 
lures.^ It was contrary to the traditions of the Phari- 
t^ees, but it was not contrary to the law of God. 

He had said, " When thou comest into the stand- 
tng com of thy neighbor, then mayest thoii pluck the 
ears with thy hand ; but thou shalt not move a sickle 
unto thy neighbor's standing com." Und^ the cir- 
cumstances in which they were placed, it was lawful 
to do ihis on the Sabbath. This Jesus showed, not 
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by intimating that the Sabbath would be abrogated 
or relaxed, but by appealing, in justification of their 
conduct, to the Bible, and the example of holy men. 
" Have ye not read what David did, when he was an 
hungered, and they that were with him ; how he 
went into the house of God, and did eat the shew- 
bread, which it was not lawfifl for him to eat, neither 
for them that were with him," that is, on ordinary 
occasions, " but only for the priests ? " And " have 
ye not read in the law, how that on the Sabbath days 
the priests in the temple profane the Sabbath, and are 
Mameless ? " That is, they do what would be profan- 
ation, if it were done for secular purposes, and not re- 
quired by the appropriate duties of the Sabbath. But 
the Sabbath has always permitted the satisfying of 
hunger, and the performance of such labor as the 
duties of the Sabbath require. Of course David, and 
the priests, and the disciples, had done nothing im- 
proper. The blameless example of the former fully 
justified the latter, and the Pharisees had no good 
reason for complaint. Nor have modem Sabbath- 
breakers any better reason for thinking that Jesus in- 
timated that the obligations of the Sabbath law are 
done away or diminished ; or for appealing to his in- 
structions or example to justify themselves in secular 
business, travelling, or amusement on the Sabbath. 
He teaches no such doctrine. 

He added, " But I say unto you, In this place is 
one greater than the temple. If ye had known what 
this meaneth, I will have mercy and not sarerifiee, ye 
would not have condemned the guiltless ; " as they 
had done in condemning his disciples. " For the Son 
of man," said he, meaning himself^ " is Lord even of 
the Sabbath day." If it was proper for David and 
his men, when they were hungry, to eat even the 
shew-bread, which ordinarily it was not proper for 
any to eat except the priests, much more was it prop- 
er for his disciples, when they were hungry, to eat 
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oa the Sabbath to do all that was needful to prepare 
and ofier the sacrifices in the temple, as it evidently 
was, much mcNre was it proper for his disciples, in 
ministering unto Him who was greater than the tern* 
pie, in whom dwelt all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily, to do what was needful for that purpose. The 
objection of the Pharisees was therefore groundless. 
It only showed their ignorance of what the Sabbath 
law and the example of holy men always sanctioned. 
Had they been as well acquainted with the spirit of 
the Scriptures as they ought to have been, they would 
have known this, and not condemned Jesus or his 
disciples. 3ueh is the argument of our Savior, and 
such the instruction which it affords us. But not a 
word did he utter, not an intimation did be give, that 
the Sabbath law would be abrogated or rela^d. The 
circumstances did not require this; for his disciples 
had done nothing amiss. This he clearly showed ; 
afid, but for the ignorance of the Pharisees, or their 
malice, or both, they would have seen it. 

" And when he departed, he went into their sjrn- 
s^ogue. And behold, there was a man which had 
has hand withered. And they asked him, saying, Is 
it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day ? thai they might 
oficu^ him.^^ Here was the spring of their inquiry. 
They did not ask for infonnation, but to obtain 
gffouiids of accusation. "He answered and said. 
What man shall there be among you that shall have 
one sheep^and if it fall into a pit on the Sabbath day, 
wilt he not lay hold of it, and lift it out ? " They 
knew that any man would : they would do it them- 
selves. He added, <'How much better, then, is a 
man Ibcm a sheep ? " If it is proper to restore a sheep 
on the SaUi>ath, how much more proper to restore a 
man ! He therefore said to the man, << Stretch forth 
thine hand." He did so, " and it was restored whole, 
Ujke as ttie other." « Then the Pharisees went out. 
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and held a council against hhn, how they might de- 
stroy him.^* Bat there was no good leason why they 
should do this. He bad said nothing about the Sab- 
bath being done away, or the obligation to keep it 
being relaxed. He had said something which was 
adapted to correct their errors, while all his sayings 
and doings had been in perfect acc<&rdance with the 
meaning and spirit of the fourth commandment. 

The next case which we will examine is recorded 
Luke 13 : 11, etc. He was teaching in one of their 
s3^agogue8, or places of public worship, as his cus- 
tom was, on the Sabbatbv << And there was a woman 
who had had a spirit of .infirmity eighteen years, and 
was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up her- 
self. And wl^ Jesus saw her, he called her to him, 
and said, Woman, thou art loosed from thine infirmity. 
And he Is^ his hands on her, and immediately she 
was made straight, and glorified Qod. And the ruler 
of the synagogue answ^ed with indignation, because 
that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said to 
the peojde. There are six days in which men ought 
to work ; in them, therefore, come and be healed, and 
not on the Sabbath day ; '^ as if healing were a work 
whkh was forbidden by the fourth commandment ; 
whereas jthe fiact was, it was forbidden only by their 
traditions. Qad Ihey feh and acted rightly, they 
would, have known this. Our Lord therefore an- 
swered and said, '< Thou hypocrite, doth not each one 
of you on the Sabbath loose his ox or his ass, and 
lead him away to watering? " No doubt they did ; 
it was prosier that they should. And if it was proper 
to reliere a beast from the inconrenience.of thirst, it 
was proper to relieve this woman, when it could be 
done with much greater ease, and with far less labor. 
" Ought hot this woman, being a daughter of .Abra^ 
ham, whom Satan hath boiudd, lo,^ these eighteiBn 
years, to be loosed flrom that b<»d on the Sabbath 
day ? And when he. hadr said Aese things, all hia 
2* 
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nifetmrim were ariiaiMd:" Well they might be, tor 
thejr were engaged in a stuuneful business, and wer& 
proeeouting it in a shameful way. But << the people 
mjeiced for all the ^rious things that were done by^ 
kmi." They rejoiced^ not because he was breaking^ 
the Sabbath, as the Pharisees contended^ and as Sab- 
bath-breakers BOW contend, but because, in perfect 
accordance with the CMd Testameot, he was doing 
wM m lelieTifig disttesa WheMfore he said, <^ It is 
hmful to do well on the Sabbath day." 

Bqualiy unnsaaonable were his accusers^ and eqcud- 
Igr wise mid good was his cooduet at the pool of Be- 
thiisdn. John 5 : 2, etc. ^ A certain man was there, 
uriio bed had an infirmity thirty and eight years. 
Jeans saw him, and knew tl»t he had beea a long time 
in Aat condition, and he said to him^ Wili thou be 
mttde whole ? The impolent man aaswered him, Sir, 
I hare no man, when the walec ia troubled^ to put me 
istoi the pool ; but while I am coming, another step- 
pdth down beforo. Fbr an angel went down at a 
oecitain time into the pool, and troubled the water, and 
WJiosoever then first stepped in wa& healed of what- 
tikmmtt disease he had. Jesus saith to him, Rise, take 
up thy bed^. and walk. Immediately the man rose, 
took up his. bed, and departed. The same day was 
the Sabbath. The Jennrs therefore ssdd. to him ti:^ 
mm cnred^ It is not lawful for thee to cany thy bed. 
Bte aoswiered, He that made, me whole,, the same said 
wato. me, ^ake up thy bed, and walk. They asked 
hind, What man is that whidi said unto thee, Take 
up ^y bed, and walk ? But he knew not who it was ; 
for Jesus had remoYed himself away, a. multitude 
being in that place.'' The man wo^it up to the temr 
pley whete Jesus found him, and said unto him^ '^ Be^ 
hold, thou art made/vidiole ; sinino/morfi^ lest a wraoase 
itasng> come upon thee..'^ The man dnparled^ and. teld 
the Jews diat it was^ Jbsiisr!who)hadLBMdef him whole* 
TIketefoiQ; the Jews peraecuted Jesifi^ and afiught to 
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kill him, b^eeauae be bad done Iheoe things on dw 
Sabbath day. But they had no good reason fof seek* 
iag to kill him ; for the Sabbath law did not forbid 
what he had done. It was not work, or labor, ec 
worldly busiaiefls, in the sense which was forbidden 
ia the fourth commandment. It was bestowing 
money upon the needy, in the sense of the declar»* 
tk^n of Jehovah, ^< I will have mercy, and not saco* 
fiee," and it was part of that << doing well '' which 
was always. lawful on the Sabbath. 

Nor was the carrying of the couch by the maa tbaik 
was heaied, carrying a burden in the sense whkb 
was forbiddian. That was beanng burdens, goods, oc 
produce, in the prosecution of worldly business, for* 
pijurpoaes of giun or pleasure ; not, at the command of 
Ifae divine Savior, carrying a couch in evidence of 
having been by hitu miracidbusly healed of a para- 
tcaeted di^ase. This was perfectly consistent with 
Ibe most iatelligent and sacred regard to the Sabbath, 
imd when the facts were known^ it was not adapted 
in the least to relax a regard {<xt the day, or to indicate 
that the Sabbath was ever to be devoted to worldly 
concerns. So with all that Jesus ever said or did. 
He came, not to abolish or lower any part of the 
noboral law, but to fhlfil it, rightly to explain it, and 
faithfully to obey and apply it. In this, he set an ex- 
ample that we idiould walk, ia his, steps. And till 
heaven and earth pass away, not a jot or tittle of the 
mmstl law^ will £eu1. The faithful preaching of the 
gospel, instead of making any part o^ it void, alwaya 
estoblisk«i» it. This Paul declares concerning hm, 
preaehing, and it may be declared in tcuth conceraii]^ 
the poeaehing and the wcitings; of all mea who ans 
tike him. 

But if Jesus Christ did not break the Sabbath, aid: 
did not say or do any thing whiah showed that it 
wQidd be abolished, or dM oMigation to keep it boiy^ 
hftielAKBd,. why vrmi- tfifi PliailBees.sQ> constantly at. 
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variance with him on this subject ; and why did they 
so often accuse him of breaking the Sabbath ? Be^ 
tause they hated him, and because he violated their 
traditions about the Sabbath. The fact was, they 
had added to the Sabbath law, as they had to other 
laws, numerous traditions of their own, and they re- 
garded these more than they did the law itself. Thus 
they often made void the law through their traditions. 
These traditions Jesus disregarded, and showed by 
words and deeds that they were vain. He thus de- 
monstrated that they were false teachers ; blind lead- 
ers of the blind. This greatly enraged them, and 
led them to watch occasions of accusation against 
him. 

For instance ; they eaid^ that if a son should say 
of that portion of property with which he ought to 
assist his parents, '^ It is corban," that is, a gift de- 
voted to the Lord, he was released from his obligation 
to assist them, though God had commanded him to 
do it. Thus they made void the law of Grod through 
their traditions. So it was with the fourth command- 
ment. They had added to it numerous and cumbrous 
errors, which tended to lead the mind to a blind and 
superstitious regard for them, and to overlook and dis- 
regard the spiritual meaning and real object of the 
Sabbath. 

They enumerated about forty primary works, which 
they said were forbidden to be done on the Sabbath. 
Under each of these were numerous secondary works, 
which they said were also forbidden. These were so 
explained as to include works of mercy performed 
by Jesus, and thus to make him a Sabbath*breaker. 
Hence, they said, he could not be the Messiah, for he 
did not, in the sense of their traditions, keep the Sab- 
bath. 

Among the primary works which were forbidden, 
were plofughing, sowing, reaping, winnowing, clean- 
ing, grinding, etc. Under the head of grinding was 
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were before united. Of course, when the. disciplea 
broke off the heads of grain, and rubbed out the ker« 
neb in their hands, and ate them, it was a dividing of 
things which were before united, a species of grind-* 
ing, which was, in their view, forbidden, and nnlaw- 
ful on the Sabbath day. 

Another of their traditioi^ was, that, as threshing 
on the Sabbath was forbidden, the bruising of things, 
which was a species of threshing, was also forbidden. 
Of course, it was a violation of the Sabbath to walk 
on green grass, for that would bruise or thresh it. 
So, as a man might not hunt on the Sabbath, he 
might not cateh a flea, for that was a species of hunt- 
ing. As a man might not carry a burden on the Sab- 
bath, he might not carry water to a thirsty animal, 
f<Nr that was a species of burden ; but he might pour 
water into a trough, and lead the animal to it. It 
was on this ground that they objected to the man's 
carryiag his couch from the pod of Bethesda. Yet, 
should a sheep fall into a pit, they would readily lift 
him out, and bear him to a {dace of safety. They 
would also loose an ox or an ass on the Sabbath, and 
lead him away to watering. Yet they objected to 
our Savior's loosing a woman from her infirmity, 
though she had been bound by it eighteen years, and 
he could loose her by a word. Thus they << strained 
at a gnat, and swallowed a camel." 

They said a man might minister to the sick for the 
purpose of relieving their distress, but not for the pur- 
pose of healing their diseases. He might put a cover- 
ing on a diseased eye, or anoint it with eye-sidve, for 
the purpose of easing the pain, but not to cure thei 
eye. Hence the eagerness with which they watched 
the^ Savior, to see whether he would heal on the Sab- 
bath, that, if he should, they might accuse him. And 
when he did heal, aiyl did it on purpose to 9how the 
ftttiliyty of t3mt objections, as well a9 to power ta 
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i^move diseases, they were filled with wrath, and 
sought to kill him, though he showed fr5in the 
Scriptures, and from their own admissions, that he 
had done nothing wrong. He stripped the Sabbath 
of the false appendages which they had attached to 
it, vindicated its divine authority and permanent ob- 
ligation, pointed out its true objects and the proper 
manner of observing it, that his disciples, guided by 
his teaching and example, might in all ages remember 
it and keep it holy. 

One of the Jewish doctors said, "Let no one con- 
sole the sick or visit the mourning on the Sabbath." 
And so scrupulous were they^ that sometimes they 
would not even defend themselves when attacked by 
their enemies, but would suffer themselves, without 
resistance, to be cut in pieces rather than violate their 
traditions. In one case, a thousand persons were 
thus destroyed. 1 Mac. 11 : 34, etc. Though they 
afterwards admitted that men might defend them- 
selves if attacked, still they contended that they 
might not do any thing to hinder their enemies from 
making preparation to attack them. Pompey, the 
Roman general, knowing this, when besieging Jeru- 
salem, would not attack them on the Sabbath, but 
spent the day in constructing his works, and prepar-- 
ing to attack them on Monday, and in a manner that 
they could not withstand; and so he took the city. 

They would not on the Sabbath even take down 
the bodies of those who were crucified. Hence they 
besought Pilate that the death of Jesus, and of those 
who were crucified with him, might be hastened by 
the breaking of their legs, so that their bodies might 
be taken down before the Sabbath began. 

But, with all this scrupulosity, they could, with 
wicked hands, crucify him, and impiously say, " His 
blood be on us, and on our children." With good 
reason, therefore, did he say, " Ye hypocrites, ye gen- 
eration of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation 
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of hell ? " Without repentance of their sans, and 
faith in him as their Redeemer, they could not escape* 

<< But, if the Sabbath was to be remembered and 
kept holy, according to the requirements of the moral 
law, why did Jesus not say more about the keeping 
of it ? Why did he not exhort them to rest from 
their labors ? " Because it was not needful. As to 
external rest, they already kept it, and with supersti- 
tious exactness; Those who would not on that day 
heal the sick, walk on green grass, take water to a 
thirsty animal, carry a couch, or catch a flea, did not 
need to be exhorted to abstain from worldly business. 
They knew that to be a duty, and of permanent obli- 
gation. What they needed was, to have the keeping 
of it stripped of the false glosses and superstitious 
observances with which they had encumbered it ; to 
iiave the true object of the day, and the spirit with 
which it should be kept, pointed out. This was 
what he did, by word and deed, even at the hazard 
of his life. 

Did they contend that hunger should go unap- 
peased rather than that a man should pluck heads of 
grain, rub out the kernels, and eat them ? He suf- 
fered his disciples to do thiis, and from the Bible vin- 
dicated their course. 

Did they contend that the sick should not be 
healed, even by Him who could do it with a word ? 
He repeatedly did it ; saying to the woman who had 
been eighteen years ill, " Thou art loosed from thine 
infirmity;" to the paralytic, "Stretch forth thine 
hand," and to the man at the pool of Bethesda, 
after thirty-eight years of confinement, " Rise, take 
up thy bed, and walk." They immediately did so — 
a most conclusive testimony from God that the silly 
traditions of the Pharisees were in opposition to his 
will. The blind received their sight, the lame 
walked, lepers were cleansed, the deaf heard, the 
dead were raised, and the poor had the gospel 
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preached to them; thus demonstrating that he was 
the Messiah, that the Pharisees, in opposing him, were 
of their father the dev^il, and that the lusts of their 
father they would do. 

At aU points he rebuked their superstitions, stripped 
cS false glosses, and trampled down their traditions. 
But he nearer broke the fourth commandment, or vio- 
lated any of the moral laws. He never said or did 
any thing which countenanced the ictea that there 
was not to be a weekly Sabbath under the gospel, or 
that it was not to be kept in as holy a manner as 
under the law. But all that he said and did was 
adapted to show that "the Sabbath was made for 
man ; " not for the Jews only, or for any particubur 
pert of the human race, in one age or country, but 
for the whole human family. Of course, in propor- 
tion to the light which men have, as to the will of 
God, they are bound to remember it and ke^ it holy^ 
not to do any work^ they, or their chiidren, or ser* 
vants, or cattle, or any under their control ; but to 
hallow the Sabbath and reverence the sanctuary, ab- 
staining conscientiously from worldly business, trav" 
elUng, and amusement, and devoting the day to the 
worship of Qod and the promotion of the spiritual 
good of men. 

But does not Paul say or imply (2 Cor. 3 : 2, etc.) 
that the moral law is done away under the gospel ; 
and that thus the obligation to keep the Sabbath has 
ceased ? No ; he says and implies no such thing. All 
that he says, here or elsewhere, instead of making 
void the moral law, goes to establish it; not as a 
groimd of justifLcatioci, but as a rule of duty ; not as 
a part of the Jewish dispensation, — for that was abol- 
ished at the death of Christ, — but as a part of the 
moral government of God, which is binding under ail 
dispensattions. The obligation to obey this law, in* 
Stead of being diminished, is increased by the gospeL 
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One of the peculiar glories of the gospel, and thai 
which renders it so far superior to the Jewish dispen- 
sation, is, that under the gospel the Holy Spirit much 
mare esterisively writes this law upon the hearts of 
m^euy inclirdng them to obey it, not outwardly, or in the 
letter merely, but in spirit and in truth. 

It is not having the letter of the law on tables of 
stone, or in their hands;; that will save men, but it is 
having the law written upon their hearts by the Holy- 
Spirit, as is done to a much greater extent under the 
gospel than it was under the law. It is this that con- 
stitutes the superior glory of the gospel. And it is 
this superior glory of the gospel, as the dispensation 
peculiarly of the Spirit, that Paul sets forth in the 
third chapter of the second Epistle to the Corinthians. 
The Jews were prone to place a high value upon the 
former dispensation, and to glory in it, while they set 
themselves in opposition to Christ, saying, " We know 
that God spake to Moses ; but as for this fellow, we 
know not whence he is." " This man is not of God, 
because he keepeth not the Sabbath day." "Give 
God the praise, for we know that this man is a sin- 
ner." 

There was, at the giving of the law, and the in- 
troduction of the Jewish dispensation, great visible 
glory, and much that was calculated to impress the 
senses. It caused the face of Moses so to shine that 
the people could not steadfastly behold it. But there 
was under the gospel much greater glory ; not mate- 
rial, impressing the outward senses, but spirituul^ af- 
fecting the feelingi^ and dispositions of the hedrt. 
The one was as much superior to the other, as its 
effects wonld be more durable and glorious. Under 
the one, the moral precepts were written on tables of 
$tone, and their observance was inculcated by out- 
ward forms and ceremonies, numerous and burden- 
some, called, in the New Testament, ** catnal ordi- 
nances." The other taught tiiem with greater clear- 
No. 4. 3 
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nest and fiilneas, and proclaimed them vith greater 
effect ; writing them on the fleshly tables of the heart, 
in fulfilment df the promise, ^^ I will put my law in 
their inward parts, and write it in their hearts, and 
will be their God, and they shdll be my people." 
But this, instead of doing away the law, established 
it, and gave it practical power over the hearts and 
lives of men. As this was done to a greater extent 
under the gospel, it was, on that account, in view of 
the apostl^ a more glorious dispensation. 

There was another reason wliy the gospel dispen- 
sation, of whiph Paul speaks, is more glorious than 
that in which the Jews trusted, viz^ that the latter was 
temporary. Like the shining of the face of Moses, 
it was to pass away. The other would be permanept, 
and go down to the end of the world. In the lan- 
guage of the apostle, << If that which is done away 
was glorious, much more that which remaineth is 
glorious." This dispensation is lasting, and the beau- 
ty with which it clothes the soul will endure and 
shine with increasing lustre forever. 

There was still another reason. The Jewi^ dis- 
pensation, while it enforced by ceremonies the obli- 
gations of the law, shadowed forth but faintly the 
way of deliverance from its curse, through faith in the 
Redeemer. And this it did to the Jews alone ; while 
the gospel proclaims clearly to all people Jesus Christ 
and him crucified, " tasting death for every man ; " 
and urges all, with new motives, to believe on and 
obey him ; declaring that there is now no condemnar 
tion to them that are in Christ Jesus ,* and that thft 
law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus frees them 
from the law of sin and death. At all points was the 
gospel superior to the Jewish dispensation. Under 
Its ministrations much greater numbers were led to be^ 
lieve on Christ as the Lord their righteousness, and 
vr^xe justified from all those things from which they 
cquld not be jvistified by the law of Moses. 
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To set forth this great superiority of the Christian 
w New Testament^ over the Jewish or Old Testa^ 
ment dispensoMon^ was the great object of the apostle 
in this chapter. In prosecution oif this object, he 
says, "Our sufficiency is of God, who has made us 
able ministers of the New Testament,^^ or the gospel 
dispensation; "not of the letter, but of the spirit." 
They did not merely utter the words, but were instru- 
mental in producing great effects. TTiey spoke in 
demonstration of the Spirit, and with power. Their 
words were attended With the Holy Ghost sent down 
from heaven, and were received, not as the words of 
men, but as the words of God ; which, by being be- 
lieved and obeyed, became spirit and life to their 
souls. " For the letter," he says, " killeth, but the 
spirit giveth life." 

The letter merely, even of the gospel, as well as 
the law, without the Spirit, would be a savor of death 
unto death, by being neglected or abused : while, 
with the Spirit, it would be embraced, and thus be a 
savor of life unto life. Therefore he says, " If the 
ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, 
was glorious, so that the children of Israel could not 
steadfastly behold the face of Moses, for the glory of 
his countenance ; which glory," of his countenance, 
" was to be done away ; how shall not the ministra- 
tion of the Spirit," that is, the gospel dispensation, 
" be rather glorious ? If the ministration of condem- 
nation," the Old Testament dispensation, " be glory, 
much more doth the ministration of righteousness," 
the New Testament dispensation, "exceed in glory." 

" Pot even that," the introduction of the Jewish 
dispensation, "which was made glorious, had no 
glory in this respect," that is, comparatively, "by 
reason of the glory which excelleth ,• " that is, the' 
superior glory of the gospel, by which, according to 
his promise, the law of Grod was written, not with 
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his finger on tables of stone, but by his Spirit on 
the hearts of men. " For if that which is done 
away," the Jewish dispensation, " was glorious, much 
more that which remaineth," the gospel dispensa- 
tion, which writes the law upon the hearts of men, 
**is glorious." Of course, the ministers of this gos- 
pel, as he contended, ought to be received as the 
messengers of God, and tteir messages to be regarded 
as those by which he sanctifies and saves the soul. 

Such is the object, and such are the reasonings and 
conclusion, of the apostle in this chapter. But not 
a word is said here, or elsewhere, and not a hint is 
given, that the obligation to keep the moral law is 
abolished. The superior glory of the gospel is rep- 
resented as consisting in the fact, that, under it, the 
Holy Ghost inclined men to obey that law, through 
faith in Jesus Christ, who is the end of the law for 
righteousness to every one that believeth ; and de- 
livers them from its condemning power. 

The Jewish dispensation was one thing. The 
moral law, which was in being and obligatory before 
that dispensation began, is quite another thing. As 
the law was in being and obligatory before the intro- 
duction of the Jewish dispensation, so it is in being 
and obligatory after that dispensation is abolished. It 
was incorporated for a time with that dispensation, 
and formed a part of it, as it must of every divine 
dispensation. But it was not dependent on it for its 
beginning, or its end. Though only the moral law 
was written on stones, yet it formed so important a 
part of the Jewish dispensation that the dispensation 
itself is characterized as the one << written and en- 
graven on stones," in distinction from the one written 
and engraven on hearts. And it was the dispensation 
so characterized that the apostle speaks of as being 
done away, and not the moral law, which for a time 
fom^ed a part of it This law remains ; and, till 
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heaven and earth pass away, will remani, a^ an e:l* 
pression of the revealed will of God, and the perma- 
nent obligations of men. 

Wbosoeyer committeth sin transgresseth this law, 
. or something which is implied in il. Bj tfiat law 19 
the knowledge of sin, and through its indnence the 
Holy Ghost, under the gospel, convinces men, that 
by the deeds of it no man can be justified, because all 
men have brc^en it ; and thus he leads them, while 
they regard it as a mle of duty, to look away from it 
as a ground of justification, to the Lamb of God, 
who tdceth away the sins of the world. 

White the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of a heifer, and divers washings, under the 
Old Testament, tyjnfied the necessity oif an atone- 
ment and of spiritual cleansing, and answered to the 
purifying of the flesh, the blood of Jesus, who 
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without 
spot unto God, made a real atonement, and answers to 
the purifying of the conscience from dead works to 
serve the living Grod ; not, as of old, in outward rites 
and ceremonies, but in love, joy, peace, Umg-wafht* 
ing, gentlene»^, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance. Thus the righteousness of the hsw, und«r the 
gospel, is fulfilled in them who walk not after the 
iksh, but after the Spirit, and who, with open ftee 
beholding as in a glass the glcry of the Lord, are, 
through faith in Christ, changed into his image frooi 
glory to glory, by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Such, accor£ng to Pant, ia <<the glory that ea^ 
celleth ; " the glory as of the only^begotten of the 
Father, full of grace and troth ; maaiiested not ra 
types and shadows, but by the sacrifice of hiiBself, 
whom Paul preached, warning every man, and teael^ 
mg every man in all wisdom, that he might present 
every man perfect in Christ Jesus* Tkh perfectim^ 
as ta ckar(%ctery woiM censiBt in obmiience U> the moral 
law, tirhieh yMS thepatUm afi0t vMdi the eharattmr 
3* 
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of Jeius %Das formed; and in proportion to their like- 
ne99 to him they would be perfect, as their Father in 
heaven is perfect. 

And though the connectioa of this law with the 
Old Testament dispensation is done away, because 
that dispensation is abolished, it is in full force as a 
rule of duty. Men are under as much obligation as 
ever to have no other gods before Jehovah, not to bow 
down to graven images, or take the name of the Lord 
their God in vain, or dishonor their parents, or commit 
murder, adultery, or theft, or bear false witness, or 
covet. And they are under as much greater obliga- 
tion than they were under the Old Testament, as they 
have greater light. 

So they are under as much greater obligation to 
remember the Sabbath day, and to keep it holy ; in 
it not to do any work, they, nor their children, nor 
tervants, nor cattle, nor any under their controK 

And here let it not be forgotteui that it is as real a 
violation of the Sabbath to bmflot othebs in worldly 
business on that day, as it is to perform such business 
ourselves. The man who is found regularly on the 
Sabbath in the house of God, but has men employed 
in his manufactory, on the milroad, his cansd-boat, 
steamboat, or packet, which leaves the wharf on the 
Sabbath, on the farm, in the shop, or in any place en- 
g9^ed in secular business, is himself a Sabbath-break- 
er as really as if be performed that business with his 
own hands. Here the law maxim applies — << Qui 
fadt per aliumj facit per 5c" " What a man does by 
another, he does himself." It is his act in law, and 
he is responsible. This applies to the Sabbath law ; 
and it condemns all who employ other men in worldly 
business on that day, as really as if they performed 
that business themselves. 

But it is said, A man is sometimes '< peculiarly sit- 
uated," and he must labor on the Sabbath. The labor 
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m questic^ is not indeed required for the relief of 
sickness or distress, nor by the appropriate duties of 
the Sabbath, yet it is "necessary." What kind of 
necessity is it — a voluiitcu-y, self-imposed necessity ? 
If so, it i8 a toicked necessity, and com|diance with it 
is a wicked act. 

For instance, a mem is the owner of certain mills. 
He expresses to his agent the expectation that he will 
continue to run these mills on the Sabbath, as on 
other days. The agent objects. He says he has not 
been accustomed to work on the Sabbath, and refuses 
to do it. The owner acknowledges that it is not €i 
good thing to work on tte Sabbath, but aays he is **jpe- 
culiarly situated,^^ What is the peculiarity? He has 
been accustomed, in violation of the laws of God and 
man, to run his mills seven days in a week. He knows 
how much flour they can in that way make in a year. 
He has been to the city ; and, for the sake of gain, 
has engaged to furnish to certain merchants, in the 
course of the year, as much flour as his mills have 
ever made. Of course, to fulfil his engagements, and 
maintain his credit, he must keep his mills running on 
the Sabbath. " There is a necessity for it." But it is 
a voluntary, self-imposed necessity, for the purpose of 
making money ,* shomng that the man regards money 
more than God^ and th^s has another god before /e- 
hovah, viz,, money. He violates the first, as well as the 
fourth commandn^nt, though he diould himself every 
Sabbath be in the house of God. 

He is also fooli^, as well as wicked ; because the 
same number of men who work but six dats in a 
week, will ordinarily, in the course of the year, do 
more work, and do it better, than the men Irho work 
seven. 

That experiment was tried in a flouring establish- 
ment, and the difference in the amount of flour xamor 
ufactuied in one year, with the same haodS) wis sixty 
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thousand bushels. Bui sui^>ote men could not do at 
much by working only six days in a week as they 
could by working seven, and suppose that a man can* 
not fulfil bis engagement without working on the 
Sabbath, what must he do ? Must he break his en* 
gagement, or work on the Sabbath ? Areak the en- 
gagement. His engagement to work on the Sabbath 
is a vrieked engagement ; and a wicked engagement is 
not valid, and must not be fulfilled. No man can bring 
himself under moral obligation to do a wicked thing. 
Nor can he do it and be innocent. He must repent of 
his wickedness in having made such an engagement^ 
and, by reformation, bring forth fruits meet for repent* 
nee. 

Several companies build a number of makufac^ 
TOMES. They are all dependent upon the same canal 
for water. They construct them in such a manner, 
that, if the water is drawn off from one, it must be 
drawn off from all, and they must all stop. Some of 
the machinery in each mill, or some part of the work, 
when it gives way, cannot be repaired unless the 
water is drawn off j and, of course, can be done only 
when all the mills are stopped. 

But they are not ordinarily stopped, unless at night, 
or for very short periods, except on the Sabbath. 
What sball be done ? May not a company, or its 
agents, in such a case, have the machinery repaired, 
or work done, on the Sal^ath ? No. When shall it 
be done ? Let it be done at night, after the mills are 
slopped, and let them on the SaUbath << not do any 
work." But they do not stop long enough at night 
Id acoompUsh it So it was said by Sabbath-breakers 
in a number of mills where they had repaired the 
machinery on the Sabbath. But when they tried it 
honestly, and in earnest, they found that the nights 
WK IcKig enough* All the machinery has been kejA 
hi npaar for years, without working an hcmr oa the 
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Sabbgth, and it has been kept in better order than be- 
fore. They have actually had to stop a less time oa 
account of breakages, than when they made repairs 
on the Sabbath. The repairs, in the course of the 
year, have cost less money. The workmen are more 
moral and trustworthy. Neither the amount of labor, 
nor the profits of the establishment, are diminished. 

<< But suppose, in any given establishment, the 
nights are not long enough to make needful repairs, 
what shall be done ? May not the agents take the 
Sabbath ? " No. Let them take one of the six work- 
ing days, Saturday, or Monday, or any other day, but 
not the Sabbath. ThcU is the Lord's day^ not marCs, 
Let not man rob his Maker for the purpose of accu« 
mulating wealth, or to obtain any earthly good. 

<< But the mill cannot stop on a week day." That 
is not true. It can stop on a week day as certainly 
as it can stop on the Sabbath. When the Lord cuts 
off the supply of water, it does stop on week days. 
Should he send a pestilence, and scatter the work- 
men, it would stop. Of course, the nmning on every 
working day is not a matter^ of necessity, but solely 
of choice. 

" That would be the case," says the owner, " if 
my mill and water-privilege were independent. But 
should the water be drawn off from my mill, all the 
other mills must stop ; and, as I do not own, I have 
no right to stop them." And, as you do not own 
the Jjord's day, you have no right to take that. Has 
your mill been so constructed, that you cannot draw 
off the water without stopping the mills of your 
neighbors ? You have no right to keep your property 
in such a state that you must injure ypur neighbior^ 
or rob God. The necessity of doing either, so far as 
it exists, is a 9$lf-4mposed necessity — a vncked neces- 
sity, which God requires should be removed ; which 
ean be removed ; and which, to obey God, and me^t 
bAs approbatipn, nmst be refnoved. 
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Neither mdividiials nor companies are nnder any 
necessity o( so constructing, and they have no right 
80 to construct, their works that they must take the 
Sabbath for repairs or injure their neighbors. If they 
have made such a mistake, or done such a wrong 
deed, they are bound forthwith to correct it. But is 
it said, " That cannot now be done " ? Their busi- 
ness, then, is an unlawful business, and they are bound 
to relinquish it. The works are constructed on an 
unlawful spot, or on an unlawful plan, and ought to 
be abandoned ; for, to make money by robbing God 
or injuring men is wicked. 

"But I do not mean," says the owner, "that it 
cannot be done : all that I mean is, that it would cost 
too much. The business would no longer be profit- 
able." Then it ought, in that place, and on that 
plan, to be relinquished. The individuals or com- 
panies who expect to be gainers by a continued 
violation of the known command of God, will, in the 
end, find themselves wofully mistaken. 

An agent was about to make repairs on the Sab- 
bath. He was asked why he made them on that 
day. He rephed that it was necessary. He was then 
inquired of what he should do, if he knew that, 
should he make the repairs on the Sabbath, he would 
lose ten thousand dollars. He said he should make 
the repairs at some other time. The necessity, there- 
fore, was only a moneyed one ; a known, deliberate 
transgression of the law of God, for the sake of mak- 
ing money. 

What is the necessity that manufactories should 
run from morning to night, six days in a week, 
throughout the year ? Why can they not stop, after 
running five days, or five days and a half, whenever 
it is needful to make repairs? They can stop on 
Past days, on Thanksgiving days, on Christmas day9, 
on the Fourth of July, and at any time when the 
owners choose to have them. Why can they not 
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atop OQ Saturdayi when they must do it or break the 
Sabbath; or on Monday; or, if needful, on both? 
Is there any necessity that manufacturers should 
make any more money than they can, and obey God ? 
None at alL With what they can gain, without re* 
pairing machinery, mending bands, cleaning boilers, 
or doir^ any work on the Sabbath, they are bound, 
by their high obligation to God^ themselves, and their 
fellow-men, to be content. 

Suppose there are twenty manufactories, all de* 
pendent for water on one canal. They are so co«u- 
structed that, if the water should be drawn off from 
eoe, all must stop. Should, it be announced to them 
by the Almighty, that, if they make repairs on the 
Sabbath, all their works shall be destroyed, and the 
ficst-born of every owner be found the next morning 
dead, is there an individual who doubts that, with 
their great mechanical skill, and their immense 
wealth, they would devise and execute a plan by 
which they could make all needful repairs during 
the days which they have a right to take for that 
purpose? 

If they could not do it, one thing is certain -*- 
shoidd they believe God, and act as wise men, they 
would abandon that business, and go into some other 
more moral and safe, by which they could get a liv- 
ing, and not destroy their children. Men have no 
right to carry on any business, by which they will 
destroy even the temporal life of any of their chil- 
dren; much less have they any right to incur the 
wrath of the Almighty. 

But such sacrifices need not be made. All the 
manufaoturii^ which the highest good of individual* 
or of the world requires, can be carried on without 
taking any portion of the Sabbath. 

In one of the largiest estaJMishmeats, in which a^e 
employed more than a tboiisand persons^ << Tbe^ bm 
aoC been," jsaid the agent, << aa J^uomr's work done on 
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the Sabbath for more than three years." Previous 
to that, they had made their repairs on that day. 
The mechanics said it was necessary. They could 
not get along, and keep the works in order, without 
doing so. The agent said they would try. They 
did try ; they succeeded well, and hare found it in all 
respects the better course. "Now," said the agent, 
" the workmen who make the repairs like it better. 
They say the sticks of timber somehow come to- 
gether better." They do come together better, and 
they stay better after they are together, because the 
men who never work on the Sabbath can put them 
together better. Since the adoption of this course, 
the establishment has been more profitable to the 
stockholders than ever before. 

" But in our establishment," says one, " are hun- 
dreds of poor people, dependent npon their daily 
labor for their support. Should we stop during the 
week to make repairs, they would be thrown out of 
employment, and would suffer. Charity, therefore, 
to them, requires that we should make our repairs on 
the Sabbath, that they may have their wages during 
all the week." But they can stop on Thanksgiving, 
on Christmas, on the Fourth of July, and they do 
not have to work on the Sabbath to make up lost 
time. Why can they not as well stop when it is 
needful to make repairs? They can; and if they 
obey Grod, they do stop every Sabbath ; and, ini^ead 
t)f being losers, they are gainers by so doing. If they 
can stop one day every week, and yet be gsuners, why 
can they not sometimes, if needful, in ordec that 
others may have the rest and privileges of the Sab- 
bath, stop two days in a week ? If tliey do not re- 
ceive wages enough to enable them, without suffer- 
ing, to do this, then the owners ought to give them 
more. The profits of the establishment ought to be 
lN>mewhat more equally divided. 

" Yes," says a farmer, " this working in Ihe maiir 
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ufactories on the Sabbath is wrong, and ought to be 
stopped. But what shall be done in time of hating? 
The weather hj^s been bad, and much hay is out. For 
a number of days it has been rainy; the Sabbath 
comes, and is a fair day. What shall be done ? Shall 
the farmers rest, as on other Sabbaths, attend public 
worship, and let the hay lie ; or shall they go into 
the field, take care of the hay, and secure it ? " Let 
them rest J attend public worship j and perform the ap- 
propriate duties of the Sabbath. Let them be con- 
tented with what hay they can secure in six days. 
" Six days shalt thou labor," and in them, saith Jeho- 
vah, " do all thy work." " Remember the Sabbath 
day, and keep it holy ; in it do no work." God 
makes no exception for haying time. 

" But it may rain on Monday, and the hay be in- 
jured, perhaps spoiled." That is true. It is also 
true, that a man may be sick on Monday, and he may 
die. If he does not work on the Sabbath, he may 
not be able to work at all. On the other hand, it 
may not rain on Monday, and the man may be alive 
and well, and better fitted to work than he would be 
should he labor on the Sabbath. Or, if it should 
rain on Monday and Tuesday, and his hay be injured, 
or even spoiled, that is no good reason why he should 
work on the Sabbath. God did not say, Thou shalt 
not do any work except in haying time, or imless if 
is likely to rain on Monday ; and men have no right 
to make that addition. He that addeth to the word 
of God, or taketh from it, will fall under his curse. 

Men have no right to gain any more property, or 
secure any more, in their ordinary business, than they 
can by keeping the Sabbath day holy. In that way 
they csm get all that they need, or have any right to 
possess. 

But it is said, " If a house is on fire, you will allow 
a man to put it out. If visited with a sudden and 
unexpected inundation, which threatens to sweep 
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away his hoase, you will allow him, if he can^ to 
secure it, though his family might flee from it, and 
thus not lose their lives, if it should be carried away/' 

These are sudden provideiK^es, against which no 
foresight or prudent care during the week can guard. 
They do not come under the head of arcUfiary bust" 
ness ; and what is done^ must be done at the time 
when the providence occurs, or not at alL This ia 
known. Very different is it with the tending or the 
getting in of bay. That is a part of a man's regular 
employment There is no certainty that, if he does 
not do it on a particular Sabbath, he cannot do it at 
all. Facts show that it ordinarily may be done on 
other days, and as well done ; nay, that, in the long 
run, it may be better done, and often more may be 
secured, by not working, than by working on the 
Sabbath. It is, on the whole, better, for this world 
as well as the future, not to violate this day. 

A number of men, at one time, had mowed a large 
quantity of hay. For a number of days it had been 
rainy. The Sabbath came, and was a remarkably 
pleasant day. One man staid at home, opened his 
hay, took care of it, and in the afternoon got it into 
his barn. His neighbors did nothing of the kind, but 
went as usual with their families to the house of God. 
On their return, one of them met the man who had 
been getting in his hay, who expressed his regret ths^ 
his neighbors should be so superstitious as to go off, 
and leave their hay exposed to be again wet. He 
said that he had been more wise, and had secured his. 
"Now," said he, " it may rain again on Monday, and 
you not be able to get in yours." That was true. 
His neighbors knew it. But they concluded to leave 
that with God. One thing was certain — that it would 
not rain without good reasons for it. Another thing 
was equally certain — that, if it should rain, and the 
hay be injured, and even spoiled, that would not be 
80 i^xeat 9n evil as to do what they knew tobe wrcw^* 
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Monday came, and it rained. It rained also on Taes« 
day and on Wednesday. Thursday was remarkably 
pleasant. All who had hay out, went busily to work., 
Friday was fair, and also Saturday. All the hay that 
had been out in the rain was thoroughly dried artd 
housed. The Sabbath came. The first part of it 
was pleasant. In the afternoon a cloud arose, looked 
dark and scowling. It extended and moved on to- 
wards the bam into which, on the previous Sabbath, 
the man had put his hay, and where he thought he 
had "secured it." The lightning darted here and 
there, and by and by went down into the bam. ** I 
knew," said a man who was near, " that it struck, 
from the feeling. I started up, and ran to the window, 
and the smoke was issuing from that barn. They 
rang the bells, got out the fire-engines, and did all in 
tlieir power, but they could not stop the fire. They 
saw that the barn must go. Nor was that all ; his 
neighbors' bams on each side were so near that it 
seemed impossible to prevent them from being burned. 
But as the flames burst out, and the sparks began to 
fly, the rain poured down in sheets, which, with the 
engines, kept those barns so perfectly drenched with 
water that neither of them took fire, and the Sabbath- 
breaker's bam was burnt out between them." '• Six 
days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work." That 
man did not gain any thing by disobeying God, nor 
did his neighbors lose any thing by obeying him. 
There is that gathereth at a time and in a way that 
is not meet, and it tendeth to poverty. Men are de- 
pendent upon God, and in the keeping of his com- 
mands there is great reward. Regard to his will 
about the Sabbath, as well as other things, is profit- 
able. 

"But it may be harvest-time. Grain may be 
scarce, and a man may need all he has for his family. 
If it is cut, and is dry, and on the Sabbath it looks 
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likely to rain, shall he not get it in, and thus preserve 
it for his family ? " What saith Jehovah ? " In ear- 
ing'time and in harvest thou shalt rest^ He knew 
that the temptations to break his law at this season of 
the year would be strong ; and that, if he said noth- 
ing in particular about it, men might make this ex- 
ception, and think that the case was so peculiar that 
they might do that part of their work on the Sabbath. 
He therefore set the matter at rest, by explicitly say- 
ing, " In earing-time and in harvest," as well £is at 
other times, " thou shalt rest." Besides, if a man 
works on the Sabbath to secure his grain, when it is 
going to rain, it is by no means certain that he will 
succeed. Jehovah told his ancient people that, if 
they should desecrate the Sabbath, he would kindle a 
fire which should not be quenched. He can at any 
time do this. Sometimes he does do it ; and not un- 
frequently in connection with the breaking of the 
Sabbath. 

A young man in a thunder-storm, after a vivid flash 
of lightning, came out of his room, and said to his 
friends, that he did not like to stay alone when it light- 
ened so, and that he never had since his father's bam 
was burned. That started the question as to when the 
bam was burned. He said they were at meeting at 

. on the Sabbath, in harvest-time, and the father 

came to his sons at noon, and said they must go 
home and get in that wheat, which was in fine order, 
for it looked likely to rain ; and if it should, and the 
wheat get wet, it would almost spoil it. They there- 
fore started off, went home, and engaged in get- 
ting in the wheat. They worked hard, and just as 
the last load reached the bam, the shower came. 
" There," said the old man, " now we have secured 
our wheat, without having it wet Let us go in and 
get something to drink." They went in, and were 
hardly seated before the lightning, which had been 
playing about, strack the barn, which, with another 
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bam adjoining, both fuH, was bnmed to ashes. <'I 
have never liked to stay alone/' said the young 
oian, " when it lightens so, sinee that" The g^tm 
was not so secure as the father thought ; not so se- 
etire as it might have been had it been left in the 
^d. The man had better have staid at chmch 
and worshipped Ood aocofding to his command- 
ments, and regarded him more than the wheat. He 
giveth rain from heaven, and fruitful seasons, fill- 
ing our hearts with food and gkMlness. He done 
m^eth us, otsr friends, and our property, to dwell in 
safety. l%e best way is to trust in him, follow thi& 
path of duty, anxious for hotfamg ; but in every thing, 
by jMrayer and supjdication with thanksgiving, miike 
known our requests unto God ; and thns he will su v 
ply all our need according to his riches in giory by 
Christ Jesus. Godliness with contentment wiU be 
found to be great gain. If men will not take this 
course, but will trust to thek own wisdom, in oppoi»* 
tion to that of God, he can thunder marvellouidy with 
his voice, can shoot forth his lightnings and discomfit 
them, €Uid so consume their treasures that nothing 
but blackness and ashes shall mark the place where 
they stood. Or he can suffer them, as he sometimet 
does, to reinain ; their owners to accumulate rapidly 
by tmnsgression ; and then, through them, illustrate 
lus truth in another aspect, vie., that, <<as the par«- 
tridge sittefh on eggs, uid hatcheth them not, so is 
he that getteth riches, but not by right; he shaU 
leave them in the midst of his days, and in the end 
thereof shall be a fool.*' 

A man in the state of New Yerk was aocustoilied 
10 work on the Sabbath, and was eager to get other 
taeh to work for him, because he could gc% them 
cheaper than on other days. He boasted of his free- 
dom from those resti^iato with which other Inen w^e 
hampefied. He Was such an annoyance to his neigh- 
bors by his wieikedness, that one, wbo wished to keep 
the Sabbath, said to Jhim, << I should think you would 
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be afraid that you would be struck by ligfatDing." 
He defied the lightning, and said it could not hurt 
him. While in his field upon the Sabbath, treading 
down hay upon the stack, the lightning struck him, 
and he was a corpse. A respectable gentleman, who 
gave the writer this account, said, '< I saw the funeral 
procession of that man as they were carrying him to 
the grave." His gains, which he obtained on the 
Sabbath, he left in the midst of his days. 

But it is not always so. Sentence against such 
evil works is often not executed so speedily. God 
waits with much long-suffering, not wiUing that even 
such men should perish, but that they should come to 
repentance ; while he continues to make his sun rise 
on the evil and on the good, and to send rain on the 
just and on the unjust. Yet ungodliness, even in 
such cases, on the whole, is not profitable. Dishon- 
esty towards God, in robbing him of his day, as really 
as dishonesty towards men, is bad policy. It pro- 
duces a bad effect on the man's own mind, on his 
children, and on his neighbors. It is dishonorable to 
God, and injurious to the world. Where it is con- 
tinued, it never ends well^ and often it meets with 
premature deaih. Yet, if it were not so, and men 
could, on the whole, niake more money, and obtain 
other earthly enjoyments to a greater extent, by 
working on the Sabbath, than by keeping it holy, 
still, it would be unwise and wicked, because it is a 
known violation of the express command of God. 

" Yes," says one, '* it is evidently wrong to work 
in a manufactory, or go out into the field and labor 
on the Sabbath, even in haying-time, or in harvest ,* 
and the men who do not do it, on the whole, save as 
much, and get along quite as well, as the men that 
do. Generally, they prosper better." Facts, the 
voice of God in providence, say the same. 

At one time, in a certain part of the countr]^, there 
was much grain down. The weather, for a number 
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of days, had been stormy. The Sabbath was fair. 
A part of the farmers went into the field, opened their 
grain, and before night put it into the bam. The 
others spent the Sabbath as usual, in the discharge 
of its appropriate duties, leaving their grain in the 
field. On Monday the day was fair, and also on 
Tuesday. The grain was thoroughly dried, and put 
into the bam in good order. The others, who, 
through impatience and want of trust in God, had 
housed their grain on the Sabbath, when it was only 
partially dried, found that it began to heat and to 
mould. They were obliged to take it out again and 
dry it more, and were thus put to great labor and 
trouble, from which their Sabbath-keeping neighbors 
were saved ,• nor, after all, did they keep their grain 
from injury. 

In another neighborhood, a number of farmers got 
in their grain on the Sabbath, in good order. It did 
not mould, and their barns were not burned. No 
judgment came upon them, and they enjoyed the 
fruit of their labors. They sowed their grain for 
the next year ; it came up, flourished well, and prom- 
ised an abundant harvest. But, just before it was 
reaped, a violent hail-storm passed over that part of 
the town, and destroyed the crops, confining itself 
principally to those farms from which the grain was 
gathered on the Sabbath, the year before. 

" But," says one, " it happened so." It did happen 
so. But no such thing happens without reasons, or 
without good reasons. " Are not two sparrows sold 
for a farthing ? and one of them shall not fall without 
your Father." Nor shall a storm of hail. " Fire 
and hail, snow and vapor," stormy winds and tem- 
pests, "fulfil his word." Men are dependent on God 
for the things of this life. It is on this ground that he 
has commanded them to pray daily, " Give us day by 
day our daily bread." He openeth his hand, and 
they are filled with good. What he giveth, they 
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Sither. He hideth his face, and they are troubled, 
e taketh away their breath, they die, and return to 
dust. 

Their interest therefore, their safety, their all, re- 
quire that they should obey his commands. In doing 
so, he has promised all needed good. With what 
they C2U1 gain and secure by doing his will, they are 
bound to be content. What they cannot so obtain 
and secure, they should choose to be without ; saying, 
in this, as well as other things, " Not my will, but 
thine, be done." 

But suppose a man is a 'iiERCHAirr or a banker. 
He has so much business that he cannot finish it in 
the week time ; may he not post his books, write a 
few letters, and finish up his business on the Sabbath ; 
especially if he can do it out of sight, before the 
morning service, during the intermission, or after the 
close of public worship? No. He cannot do it 
without disobeying God. He who made the eye 
will see and condemn him. A man has no right to 
have any more business than he can do in the six 
working days. Or, if he has mdre, he has no right 
to attempt to do any more. What he cannot close up 
before the Sabbath begins, he must, if he would obey 
God, postpone till after it is ended. Nor is it to be 
forgotten that the Sabbath begins as early, and is as 
long, as any other day of the week. On the six 
working days men are to do all, and on this none, of 
their work, but to employ the whole in preparation 
for the performance of God's work, in distinction 
from man^s : or, in the language of God, to keep the 
day holy. By its constant recurrence every week, he 
gives men opportunity to see and to show which they 
most regard, God, or the world ; their own will, or 
his. Writing letters, posting books, looking over ac- 
counts, reading secular newspapers, and examining 
prices curreat, shipping news, the state of stocks bbA 
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markets, even alone in one's office, counting-room, or 
chamber, is as real a breach of the Sabbath, and as 
decisive evidence of supreme devotion to this worlds 
as if it were done in the sight of men ; and it may 
be as ruinous. 

<< Could it be known what was done in that bank 
on the Sabbath," said a man, after the bank had failed 
and the stockholders lost their money, ** you might 
see a reason why the bank has failed." Said an old 
man to his neighbor, concerning another bank, '' If 
you have any stock there, I advise you to take care 
of it. The officers go down to the bank on the Sab- 
bath." Not long after that, sudden as a clap of thun- 
der, the news broke upon the stockholders, that the 
bank was ruined, and the property lost ,* and it has 
not since been found. 

<< But the times are precarious ; the markets are 
subject to sudden changes ,- a man hears, late on Sat- 
urday night, that there has been, in a distant city, a 
great change ; that his property there is in jeopardy. 
His agent inquires what he shall do. May not the 
man go there if he can j or, if not, may he not write 
a letter, and send it to his agent on the Sabbath ? " 
Not if he would obey God ; and if he does send, it 
may not benefit him. A distinguished merchant was 
called on to decide this question with regard to him- 
self. At first he was in doubt. His practice through 
life had been to do no such things on the Sabbath. 
He would not take a letter to, or receive a letter from 
the post-office. But this was a special case. A great 
amount of property was at stake, and it might be de- 
cided before a letter could arrive, should he wait till 
Monday. He had a letter prepared, and started with 
it himself, on Sabbath morning, for the post-office, so 
as to be sure it would go, and also to avoid employing 
others to do that on the Sabbath which he had taught 
them was wrong. But on his way this thought oc- 
curred to him: " This is a new thing for me to be 
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going to the post-office on the Sabbath. But,*' he 
reasoned, " it is a special case ; a large amount is at 
stake ; if I wait till Monday, it will be too late." He 
passed on. But the thought occurred again : " This is 
a violation of what you have always considered and 
taught to be right. Would it not be better, more 
consistent, more useful, to hold on in what you have 
always thought to be the right way, and trust the 
property with God ? You cannot secure it without 
his blessing." He stopped and hesitated ; turned 
roimd, and looked this way and that, and began to 
tear up the letter, which he scattered to the winds. 
He went back, and kept the Sabbath. Soon after, 
he received another communication from his agent, 
saying that there had been another change for the 
better, and that all things were going well. Prom 
that communication he learned, that, had his letter 
gone on the Sabbath, and the agent followed his di- 
rections, he would have lost a large amount, which 
was now saved. 

But had it turned out otherwise, and the property 
been lost, which, by sending his letter on the Sabbath, 
he might have saved, that would not prove that he 
ought to have sent it, or that he did wrong in not 
sending it. It might have been the will of God that 
he should lose his property, and that he should be 
contented without it. Some men have more property 
than is compatible tpith preparation for heaven. God 
sees that they will not use it for good purposes, and 
that their keeping it will injure them and others. In 
kindness he takes it away, or so orders events, in his 
providence, that they lose it. On the other hand, the 
lact that this man saved his property by not sending 
his letter does not, of itself, prove that what he did 
was right. But it illustrates this truth, that men, with 
regard to property, are dependent upon God. It is 
safe, as well as right, to trust him, and in obeying his 
commands, to leave all cheerfully to his disposal. He 
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-will then give man as much property as it is best that 
they should have. With that, every man is bound to 
be content, and every wise man will be. He knows 
that a man's life oonsisteth not in the abundance of 
the things which he possesseth ; and his first inquiry 
is, not, How can I make or save most money ? but. 
What is the will of God ? That being ascertained, 
his course is fixed. ^ With regard to the Sabbath, the 
will of God is, " In it thou shalt not do any work ; " 
<< not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasiues, nor speaking thine own words." Men atb 
not to occupy their minds about ptopevty, stock3| 
markets, and worldly pursuits ,* nor will they find it 
profitable, on the whole, even for this worid, to do so. 

*^ O," said a merchant, " you caimot make men 
thus keep the Sabbath. You may get them to stop 
their work, keep their hands and feet still, bui their 
winds ivill be employed ahout their business. I know 
they will, for I have tried it." He had tried it, and 
that was his folly. While abstaining with hi^ hands, 
he had kept his mind on the making and saving of 
money. His great estate has vanished, and he is now 
a poor man. He had better have let his mind, as 
well as his body, rest on the Sabbath. 

'' I once," said a merchant, '< made out an invoice 
of goods on the Sabbath, to send out on Monday by 
the steamer, and with as fair a prospect, I thought, of 
making money as I ever had in my life. Upon those 
goods I lost ten thousand dollars. I have been pretty 
careful since how I take the Sabbath for business." 
The man who acts wisely, as well as the man who 
acts piousiy, will be careful not to occupy his mind 
on the Sabbath about worldly concerns. 

'< When at church," said a man, << while others are 
thinking about religion, I am thinking about making 
money. That is my business, as much as it is the 
business of the minister to preach. His business is to 
preach ; and mine, to make money and support him. 
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and aid in benevolent objects." For a time, he made 
money, and became possessor of a great estate. But 
it took wings, and flew away, as an eagle towards 
heaven. His character went with it, and vast 
amounts of property, which he had in his hands be- 
longing to others. It is not safe to trust with money 
a man who takes the Sabbath for worldly business. 

'< But a man may be in failing circumstances. His 
creditors may not know of it till Saturday night. If 
each one does not take measures to secure himself, 
others may anticipate him, the whole property be 
taken, and he may lose his debt. He may be a poor 
man, and need this amount for his family ; or he may 
be in debt himself, and, if this is lost, not be able to 
pay. Unless he secure his debt, he may injure his 
creditors. What shall he do? May he not take 
measures, on the Sabbath, to secure his debt?" 
That would not be " remembering it," in the sense 
of the Bible, nor would it be keeping it holy. Nor is 
it certain that in so doing he would promote his own 
interest. 

A number of men were thus situated. Several of 
them employed the Sabbath in efforts to get what 
they could out of a failing concern. One, after ma- 
ture consideration on Saturday night, came to the 
conclusion that he would do nothing on the Sabbath, 
but rest contented with what he could obtain on 
Monday. The result was, that he secured the whole 
of his debt, and the other creditors only a part of 
theirs. The race is not always to the swift, nor the 
battle to the strong. Truth, duty, and right, are bet- 
ter safeguards, under the government of God, than 
human wisdom and power can be, in opposition to 
him. In doing right, men may not obtain the great- 
est possible amount of earthly treasures, but they will 
secure the greatest desirable amount of what will pro- 
mote their highest good. What man, not an enemy 
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to hiffifseir an4 hit Maker, wtnAA knowingly da 
wrong lo obtain m^re? 

^* Here is a lawybh^ who has aigaged lo defond bit 
elient. He is under oath to give him the best dsN 
fence in his power. The case is to be tried on Moo-^ 
day. May he not take the Sabbath for preparation ? ^^ 
Not unless he is disposed knowingly to disobey God ; 
afid facts, in great numbers, would seem to add, not 
tmleis be would increase the prospect of failing to a^ 
eomplish his end. 

A lawyer of distinguished talents, on bis death-bed| 
said to his friend, " Charge every young lawyer ndl 
to do any thing in the business ef his profession m^ 
the Sabbath. It vMl injure him^ amd lessen thi 
prospect of Ms suooess, I have tried it. I do noi 
know why it is, but there is something about it very 
striking. My Sabbath efforts have almost alway^ 
failed. I found, unexpectedly, that my clients hat 
deceived me, and that the evidence was very differenl 
from what I had expected; some of my witnesses 
would be absent ; my own efforts would fail ; the 
judge would go against me, or the jury could noi 
agree. Something would always occur whith w«akl 
make the result most unsatisfactory. Tell all the 
young lawyers that, if they would suoeeedj they must 
not take the Sabbath for business. It is the way ts 
fcAV* No sound lawyer of upright mind, who faaa 
tried both methods for a ' course of years, has, it is 
believed, come to a different conclusion. Bqt| 
Whether it is so or not, no enlightened man, on his 
death-bed, has ever rejoiced that he took so much, nr 
regretted that he took so little, of the Sabbath for 
stecolttr business. 

There is one consideration which sets this maltol 
forever at rest. The day belongs to Ood, in an espe* 
eial ofidpeculiaf Sense, and ndt to irupk. it is <<TlM 
Lord's Day," to be devoted t^ his biigtneeS) in ^vs/Aw:^ 
tion from theirs. In his language, they are to do ^' all 
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their worir" in the six working days. ^Six days 
Shalt thou labor, and do all thy wcrk.^^ This settles 
the question about doing a part of their work on the 
Sabbath, ev^en when pressed with business. The 
lawyer's oath binds him to render only such services 
to his client as he can consistently with obeying 
God. And this is all that any man's duty binds him 
or permits him to attempt. 

"I admit," says one, "that work is forbidden. 
Men cannot engage, in body or mind, in secular busi- 
ness, without disobeying God. But may they not 
TRAYEii on that day, especially under peculiar <^)rcum- 
stances? My vessel has just arrived in a distant 
port; I have no agent there; the markets are ex- 
tremely fluctuating. Unless I am there to take 
charge of the cargo, and take advantage of the mar- 
kets, I may lose all, and be ruined. May I not, in 
that case, travel on the Sabbath, at least a part of the 
day ? May I not start from Boston at four o'clock on 
Saturday afternoon, get into New York at six or 
seven o'clock on Sabbath morning, attend church, 
and at four o'clock on Sabbath siternoon start f<Mr 
Philadelphia; so as to get into Baltimore Monday 
noon ? I can spend Satiuday evening in the steam- 
boat, reading the Bible and prepariug for the Sab- 
bath ; aud I can spend Sabbath evening in reflectiog 
upon what I have heard from the pulpit during the 
day. May I not, in that way, while I am asleep, in- 
nocently be carried forward a few hundred miles on 
my journey ? " 

Suppose, while on your way, God should meet 
you, and inquire, " Whither goest thou ? " You an- 
swer, "To Baltimore.'^ "For what purpose?" 
" To see to my vessel, that has just arrived, and to 
take advantage of the market." " But who gave you 
liberty to be seeking on the Sabbath to take advan- 
tage of markets, in order to make or save money / 
Have you not six days in the week for such purposes, 
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and are not these enough ? " What wt>uld yon an* 
swer ? That you were at a distance from the market, 
and needed the Sabbath in order to arrive the sooner? 
But does the glory of God, or the welfare of the uni- 
verse, require it, or even permit it ? Is it a good 
example ? May not every other person at a distance 
travel for the same purpose, and thus the benefits of the 
Sabbath be lost ? Axe the Sabbath and its blessings 
to be set aside, the glory of God and the good of the 
world to be sacrificed, that you may make money? 
And suppose a fellow-traveUer, having heard your 
replies, should ask, " When did your vessel arrive ? 
where has she been ? what is her cai^ ? what 
amount did she bring ? how much is the cargo worth ? 
what will you take for it ? " But you wish to keep 
the Sabbath, and you know that such conversation 
would profane it So you tell him, " I do not wish 
to talk about such matters on the Sabbath." " But 
did I not hear you say," he inquires, " that you were 
going to Baltimore to take advantage of the markets ? 
Is your object a good one, and yet one that it iff 
wicked to talk about?" Might not the Lord add, 
" Thou hypocrite ! out of thine own mouth will I 
judge thee. Thou acknowledgest that thine object is 
such that it is sinful even to talk about it ; mucb 
more is it wicked to pursue it." If it is wicked to 
make bargains, it is wicked to be travelling for the 
purpose of making them. Who does not see that 
your own heart would condemn you? You are 
throwing the whole weight of your example in favor 
of travelling on the Sabbath in prosecution of world- 
ly business, when the example of every man ought to 
be, and that of every enlightened and consistent man 
will be, against that practice. 

" Yes, I see," says another, " and I acknowledge, 
that travelling for worldly objects on the Sabbath, to 
make money, or to save money, even if a person does 
stop and attend worship, is wrwig. It is a bad exam- 
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pk^ 9mi tends t^ do evil. Should all pursue it, the 
Sabbath would be destroyed ; and the example of 
thfMie who do pursue it is as really wicked as it would 
be if all others should imitate it. But my travelling 
iftnot on worldly business. I finished my worldly 
business at three o'clock on Saturday afternoon. May 
I not take the steamboat which starts at four, and get 
h<Hne at six o'clock on Sabbath morning, so as to be 
with my family, and attend public worship in my own 
dinroh ? " If you may do so, every other, man may 
do the same. The minister of the gospel may do it, 
in order to be with his family, and i^each to his own 
diurch ; and the minister with whom he exchanges 
may also do so. The clerk in a store may go home, 
and attend church with his parents. At six o'clock on 
Sabbath afternoon, he, and the minister who preached 
on exchange, may take the steamboat and go back 
^4in, two hundred miles, so as to be, the one in his 
store, and the other with his family, on Monday 
memdng ; for it is evidently no more really wicked to 
tsiavel on the last part of the Sabbath than on the 
first. One part is as holy as the other. And the day 
is twenty-four hours long. Who cannot see that this 
would tend to destroy the influence of the Sabbath, 
t& set in motion every steamboat and rail-car that 
oould get patronage, and to deprive all the men who 
ani employed on tb&m of the rest and privileges of 
tbs day ? Those men have an inalienable right to 
the benefits of the Sabbath. And should they con- 
sitlt their true interests, they would not, for any 
s^ount of money, give up that right, or cease to en- 
joy the privilege. They cannot do it without curs- 
ing themselves and their children^ The evil will go 
down to their children's children. No friend of God 
or mati can consistently aid in producing such evils. 
But does Rot every man who travels on board the 
boat or m the ears, on the Sabbath, do this ? Does 
not he endoiutige the owners to run, ^uid thus know- 
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ingly become a partaker in their sins ? Does he not 
lend his influence to keep those workmen in the prac- 
tice of habitually profaning the Sabbath, greatly to 
their injury, and the injury of the community ? Is 
this right ? No, it is not right. It is a sin — a great 
sin against Odd and man. 

" That might be the case," says one, '< provided 
my stopping would lead to the stopping of the boat. 
But others will travel, if I do not ; and, as the boat 
will run at any rate, I may go." So the rumseller 
says. The business is bad ; yes, destructive. He 
would stop, if all others would. But, as rum will be 
sold, whether he sells it or not, therefore he may sell. 
But the question is, and that which is to settle the 
whole matter. Is it right? Is the example good? 
Would it be useful for others to follow it ? Would it 
promote piety, morality, and religion ? If not, it is 
wicked. Suppose that others will commit wickedness 
if he should not ; will that justify him in committing 
it, and thus adding his influence to that of others in 
pouring the flood of desolation over the land ? His 
object is, not the good of society, but the making of 
money. And, as others will make money by wicked- 
ness, therefore he will, and thus be as wicked as 
they. 

And is it not so with the man who will travel on 
the Sabbath, or the first six hours of it, to get home 
to his family ? Is not his great object to make money, 
or to save money, by doing his travelling on the 
Lord's day, and that he may have one more day to 
attend to business ? Or is it not his own pleasure, in 
being "with his family, which he seeks, above the 
glory of God and the good of mankind? "No," a 
man says, " it is not so with me. By being carried 
on Saturday night, while I am asleep, from New York 
to Boston, or a considerable portion of the way, and 
going the rest early in the morning in the cars, I can 
keep the Sabbath better than I could at a tavern, or 
6» 
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wUh a friend ii| New York." W)iat 16 the sneaaitig 
of this ? Ib it aay thing more than^ <' I think I should 
eiyoy the Sabbath better myself, and make it more 
Useful to me " ? '^ Yes/' a man says, " my family 
need my presence* By being with them, I can lead 
them to keep the Sabbath bett^, and in a manner 
ipore useful to others.^ If that is the case, and it ia 
cm that account your duty to be with them, then it is 
your duty to go to them during the week time, and 
8^ them an example of keeping the Sabbath t^t the 
b^nnmg, m well as in the middle^ aad at the end of 
the day. One part is as holy ascmother. By going 
home on Sabbath morning, yqu set the e^^ample of 
Sabbath-breaking, which they may follow aftet you 
are dead. You teach them that only a part of the 
Sabbath is to be kept holy ; and i$ that the tight way 
to induce them i^roperly to observe it? You are 
fimnd in company with the most notorious and shame- 
less Sabbath-breakers, helping to deprive those em- 
plpyed of the rest and privileges of the Sabbath, that 
y^ur family may the better enjoy them ; and you are 
Sf^tipg an example^ which, if followed, would destroy 
tfeye Sabbath itself. If you may travel the first six 
l^ursi or the first two, others, whose convenience, ia 
their view, requires it, may travel the next two, or 
^ 3 and others, the nes^t. The whole day may be 
ooeupied by different parties travelling to and fro, and 
t^a ds^y become subject to general desecration. To 
iHlph desecration yotir example inevitably tends* 

On the whole, instead of benefiting your family, eir 
I^adiIlg them^ as they grow up, better to keep the 
Sabbath, it will operate powerftdly the other way% 
The scream of the rail-oar teUs tq all who hear it, 
tha^ men ai^e trampling on the Sabbath. Th^ trads 
t^ bceak down its «a(wd enclosurea, and lead othem 
t^ trample upon its holy hours.. And whe^ the pa»- 
iSBgers get out, it ^ seen that you are amqng them« 
Tb?^ aeceam of tbe ciu» gave notice ^ jK^tr arrii^, 
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aod your own conscience condemns you. Why else 
did you wish to arrive in silence, before it was light ? 
Why step so quietly along that prirate back way? 
Why hope that your neighbors would not see you, 
and that you might arrive before your children should 
be up ? Why wish to have them meet you first ia 
the stillness and quiet of the day, rather than coming 
in with your baggage fron^ a distant journey ? You 
kn&w thai it is wrong ; hence the effort that you make 
to satisfy yourself and others, that in your peculiar 
oase it is allowable. You acknowledge that it would, 
on the whole, be better for the community if no 
steamboat or rail-car should run, and if all ti^ work* 
men should be allowed to hare the rest and privileges 
of the Ss^bbath. 

<^ But THs uAihf the mail must run on the Sabbath. 
Of course, somebody must go with it ; and, if others 
may go, why may not I ? " This reasoning, if it were 
sound, and the statement, if true, would not justify 
any one ia travelling, exoept those who must aid in 
carrying the mail. But the statement is not true, and 
the reasoning is not sound. It is not necessary for 
the mail to go on the Sabbath. It goes far enough, 
and quick enough, during the week. What have 
men to do with moneyed letters, stocks, and markets, 
on the Sabbath ? It is a violation of the day to go to 
the post*office for such letters; and it would be a 
violation of it to read them if a man had them on his 
table, or to occupy his thoughts about them. Tl» 
Sabbath was made and given to men fot a difier^at 
purpose — a sacred and religious purpose. Men are 
fortudden on that day to occupy their mind^, no less 
than theit bodies> about worldly things^ After God 
has been so kind, in his providence, as to fumiA 
steamboats, and mil-cars, and electric t^egraphs, t-e 
sen4 information all the six days with almoal light* 
nia§ speed) for men to cob him of tbe seiieiiith, for the 
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purpose of conveying to merchants, from city to city, 
information about trade, is ungrateful : it is wicked, 
and it ought not to be suffered by a free people. It 
is wholly unnecessary. No mail leaves London, the 
mercantUe metropolis of the world, on the Sabbath. 
None need to leave any city, town, or village. And 
when men obey God, none ordinarily will. A late 
postmaster-general acknowledged, that the running 
of the mails in the United States on the Sabbath is 
wholly unnecessary ; that nothing but the cupidity 
of merchants creates the seeming necessity ; and that 
the government would be glad to have them stop. It 
would save a vast amount of money, which, without 
increasing the revenue, is now paid out for Sabbath- 
breaking mails ; and it would be better for the coun- 
try if all should be stopped. 

But, it is said, there are sometimes cases of sickness 
or death, where it is convenient, if not necessary, to 
have the mail on an emergency, which, if there were 
no mail on the Sabbath, would call forth an express, 
and it might be proper to send one. In such a case 
they might, on the Sabbath, should it be needful, use 
the telegraph, or send an express. The evil of so 
doing would be nothing, compared with the evil of 
an open, systematic, habitual violation of the Sabbath 
by the transportation of the mails for mercantile and 
moneyed purposes. No law of Congress requires such 
transportation. It is only a regulation of the post* 
master-general, which becomes a law because he has 
adopted it. He can at any time annul it. Within 
the last ten years, more than eighty thousand miles of 
Sabbath-breaking mails in the United States have 
been stopped, and what were stopped at one time saved 
to the government inore than sixty thousand dollars a 
year. They may all be stopped, when the people 
desire it ; and all the great interests of the country 
be promoted. And while they run, nothing but the 
mail, and proper persons to attend it, need to go, or 
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ought to go. Of course the fact that the mail rum^ 
justifies no one in pursuing his jooroey on that day. 

Lbt all trayellsrs stop, and soon, rery soon, the 
Uudls will i^op. In order to this, let no good man 
travel at the beginning, in the middle, or at the end 
of the Sabbath, even to get home to his family. If he 
is absent, and ought to be with them on the Sabbath, 
1^ him return to them on a week day. If he cannot 
do that, let him rest where he is, and leave them with 
God. His business is to keep the Sabbath day holy 
where he is. Is it a wicked place ? So much greater 
is the need that he should set a good examfde. Do 
others trample on the Sabbath ? He is bound to haL* 
low it, and he may iNive been cdled to stay there for 
that very purpose. None can tell but that, he may 
there, in the discharge of his duty, be more useful 
than he could be, at that time, at home, or in any 
other place. Of course, all shadow of reason, on the 
ground of usefulness, why he should take the Sab* 
bath for travelling, is removed. All good reasons are 
on the other side. As to enjoyment, he must, if he 
woi^ obey God, sometimes deny himself, take up the 
cross, and seek, not his own gratification, or that of 
his family, but the glory of God and the good of 
mankind. These will be promoted, not in the viola^ 
tion of, but in obedience to, his commathls. Hk own 
good, and that of his family, and, in the end, their 
highest enjoyrnent, will be increased in the same 
way. 

" But I am on a journey : I have my family with 
me : we are removing* to a distant part of the coun- 
try : I have but little money, and must be eoonomi<- 
cai. May I not bartiess up my team, go to the next 
town, and there attend church ; in the intermisdon go 
to the next town^ attend church in the afternoon^ 
while the horses are eating, and, after meeting, drive 
on till evening?" This would be an ^tteinpt lo 
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serve God and Mammon, which our Savior has de- 
clared to be impossible. If the Liord be God, follow 
him; but if Mammon, then follow him. On that 
plan, should there be no church on the road, the fam- 
ily might, except when refreshing their teams, travel 
all the time. 

Those who are removing from one part of the 
country to another, and who travel but six days in a 
week, ordinarily arrive at their journey's end as socm 
as those who travel seven, and with their teams in 
better order. 

Two families were removing to a distant part of 
the country, when the Sabbath came* One of them 
stopped, and kept it holy. The other went on for the 
purpose of getting forward on their journey, and thus 
saving time and money. In the course of the day, 
one of the children fell out of the wagon, and was 
run over. They were obliged, on account of it, to 
stop three weeks. The other family stopped but one 
day, and that was needed to refresh themselves and 
their horses. The re^ of the time they travelled 
safely, and with success. 

A number of men started together on horseback for 
a distant state. A part stopped every Sabbath ; the 
others were pressed with business, and thought that 
they could not afford the time. The Sabbath-keepers 

arrived at on Saturday, a little after noon. On 

Sedbbath evening, just before the going down of the 
sun, the Sabbath-breakers .arrived, with their horses 
so jaded and worn out, that, in the language of one of 
the other party, "they were hardly fit to be used." 

" But sometimes Icidies are travelling alone, or those 
under whose protection they are will not stop on the 
Sabbath." That was the case with two ladies who 
were travelling from one of the Eastern to one of the 
Western States. On Saturday afternoon, they stopped, 
and went alone from the boat to the public house, 
where they spent the Sabbath. The gentleman and 
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his daughter, with whom they were travelling, thought 
they bad not time to stop, and went on. The boat 
that night sprung a leak. The daughter got wet, 
took a violent cold, which occasioned a fever, and 
both father and daughter were detained for some time 
at a public house on the road.' The two ladies who 
stopped and kept the Sabbath, in the course of a 
week passed by the others, and went on in safety and 
without interruption to their journey's end. 

The stage-coach arrived, on a certain occasion, on 
the top of one of the Alleghany Mountains on Satur^ 
^y night. A lady on board requested the driver to 
take off her trunk, as she did not travel on the Sab* 
bath. He said he would if she insisted upon it, but 
she had better go on. The coach was going direct- 
ly on : the other lady was going ; all the pasaen* 
gers were going, and she had better go ; for, if she 
stopped, she might have to stay there a week. There 
had not been a coach along for many days that was 
not crowded ; and no way-passengers could get in, 
unless there was a vacant seat. She, however, 
stopped, and the coach departed. In descending the 
mountain, it was overturned. The lady who went 
on was killed, and a number of the passengers were 
badly injured. On Monday another coach arrived^ 
with one vacant seat, which the Sabbath-keeping 
lady took, and reached her friends in safety. She 
did not, on the whole, lose any thing by stopping ; 
but she had reason to bless her Father in heaven for 
the Sabbath, and also for a disposition rightly to 
keep it. 

'' But I have been absent from home a long time ; 
I have not heard from my family ; and they may be 
sick. By riding on. the Sabbath I may see them a 
day sooner. Or, I may have arrived on Saturday 
within half a day's journey. May I not finish my 
journey on the Sabbath ? " It is not certain, if you 
attempt it, that you will see your family any sooner ; 
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or, if yoa should, that would not prove it to be right* 
A man similarly situated travelled on the Sabbath* 
The last steamboat which he took, and the <me which 
he supposed would convey him safely to his family, 
took fure, and was concnimed. Only a few solits^ 
passengers remained to tell the mournful story. He 
never again saw his family. Had he stopped on the 
Sabbath, he would have escaped this catastroplie. He 
might, indeed, have met with some other. But sup* 
pose he had ; if that was to be the last Sabbath he 
was ever to spend on earth, would it not have been 
better to spend it in resting, according to the com* 
mandment, and in preparation, by religious duties, fot 
that rest which remaineth for the people of God, rath^ 
er than in giving his sanction to the running of ^eson** 
boats on the Sabbath ? 

^' But THE PACKET IS TO LEAVE THE POET On Sab* 

bath morning for a distant voyage. If I do not go 
then, I must wait a long time — p^haps lose my voy-^ 
age. What shall I do ? " Persuade the captain to 
stop, if you can, till Monday ; aEid, if you ^uinoty 
stop yourself, till some future opportunity. Let every 
captain know, not by words merely, but by deeds, 
that, if he would have the patronage of good men, 
he must not leave a port on the Sabtoth, and the evil 
of such practices will soon be done away. 

One man took the packet for a distant port. He 
started on the Sabbath because he thcMight he musC 
do it in order U> arrive in season. Another refused to 
start, and waited for a boat that left on a week day* 
Yet he arrived in port a number of days before the 
other. 

Another vessel was about to leave a harbc»r on the 
Sabbath. A gentleman tried to induce the captain t^ 
stop till Monday. He said he should like k, but the 
owners could not wait* They pressed him, and he 
xnust go. He started. Soon the wind asose, attl 
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after tossing in great danger for three hours, the vessel 
was thrown upon a rock. There she lay for three 
days. Then, to repair her damages, she was detained 
in port for three weeks. So that it was proved by 
facts that those owners who said they could not wail 
for one day, though it was the Sabbath, could wait, 
for they did wait three weeks. 

The writer of this recollects well taking leave, on 
Sabbath morning, of a captain who was very reluc- 
tant to depart. But he was pressed off by the own- 
ers, because the vessel was ready, and the wind was 
fair. But neither he nor his vessel was ever again 
heard of 

A number of families were v^ry desirous of taking 
passage on board a new and elegant steamboat thai 
was to start on the Sabbath for a voyage of about a 
thousand miles. They urged the captain to stop till 
Monday, and offered him a large sum of money, in 
addition to the fare, if he would stop. But he refused, 
and they refused to go in his boat. They returned 
to their lodgings, and kept the Sabbath. The cap- 
tain started on his voyage ; but he had not proceeded 
half the distance, when his boat was blown up, and 
the captain and numerous passengers were killed. 
The fragments of the shattered boat were scattered 
far and wide over the waters. Those who had re- 
fused to go in her, took another boat in the course of 
the week, and arrived in safety at their place of des- 
tination. 

While writing this document, the following state- 
ment came to hand : — 

" At a meeting of the Lord's Day Society in New- 
castle, the Rev. J. Longmuir, of Aberdeen, delivered 
an address on the evil of ' Sabbath-sailing.' The in- 
terest manifested induced the chairman of the meet- 
ing to relate some deeply-affecting circumstances per- 
sonally known to himself This gentleman, a few 
years ago, was owner of a fine vessel. Her captain 

No. 4. 6 
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had been brought up by him from his youth, aiid« 
whon sufficiently qualified, had been sent to sea aa 
oaptain of this vessel, with orders never to sail from 
port on the Lord's day. For a long time these orders 
were faithfully obeyed. The captain, honest and in- 
dustrious in his bu^essy became highly respected by 
his employer. On one occasion^ be was all ready ta 
go to sea. The season was fine, and the captain had 
determined to take bis wife and child with him on 
the voyage. They were on board. Adverse winda 
sprung up. The vessel was detained for several days. 
On the Lord's day morning the scene was changcKl ; 
a fair wind and smooth sea tempted him to leave the 
port. Alas ! the temptation was too strong for his 
weak faith. He yielded to it. Within little mora 
than twelve hours of their crossing the bar at Shields, 
every soul on board that vessel had perished. No one 
was left to explain the^ circumstances which brought 
about this melancholy event; but it was supposed 
that the vessel had struck upon a sand bank, and that 
the captain, having lost the moral courage and self- 
possession arising from a conscience at peace with God„ 
quitted his vessel, and with all on board took to a 
soaall boat, which was overturned in the surf^ and the 
whole crew were called to appear in the eternal world. 
The vessel shortly after floated with the rising tide^ 
and came on shore apparently just as the crew had 
left it, the cabin not at all d^ordered. A canary 
hanging in its cage, full of life and vigor, was sing- 
ing as if all were well and its accustomed shipmates 
each occupied his accustomed place." 

We can never know, when a SsU^bath comes, but it 
may be our last on earth. Wisdom, therefore, safety,, 
interest, and duty, all require that we should spend it 
in such a manner that, should it be the last, we may 
spend the next in heaven. Had the men knowui^ 
when repaixing the steamboat, that it was the last 
Sabbath they would ever spend in port, would they 
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have employed it in repairing her machinery ; espe- 
cially those to whom^ in less than a week, she wouM 
be a grave ? 

*< This jonmeying for money, or personal conve- 
nience or pleasure, or the pleasure and profit <rf 
friends," says one, "as well as engaging in worldly 
business, is all evidently wrong. They are a viola- 
tion of divine commands, and tend to eternal ruin. 
Bat I am peculiarly sittiated, I am engaged in the 
city all the week, in confined rooms and bad air. 
My HEALTH requires that on the Sabbath I should go 
out into the country, take exercise, breathe the fresh 
air, and recruit my exhausted energies." But how 
comes it that your health requires you to take the 
Lord's day for such purposes, rather than one of your 
own day^s? Why not take Saturday afternoon, or 
some portion of the six days, for going into the coun- 
try, and give to Ood his day ? Or, in other words, 
Why not be honest ? Why must you rob God for 
your purposes, when you have six parts of the week, 
through his kindness, for your work, and he but one 
set apart as holy ? Is not his time as precious as 
yours, and are not the objects of the Sabbath as im- 
portant as your business ? Or must the glory of God 
and the good of the universe be sacrificed to you ? 
No man has a right so closely and continuously to 
employ himself or others during the week time, that 
he cannot give to God the Sabbath, or so that his 
health will not permit him to devote it to spiritual 
and religious duties. He is bound to take as much 
of the week time for relaxation as his health requires. 

But is it not said, " Six days shalt thou labor ^* ? 
It is so said ; but the meaning is not, you shall labor 
so much as to injure your health, or unfit you to te^ 
member the Sabbath and keep it holy. U yon d«> 
tiiat, you violate both commands, one by excess and 
th^ other by defect. The meanmg is, confine your 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



66 

secular labors and cares to six days, and give to God 
the Sabbath. Both, properly attended to, are not 
only consistent with, but promotive of health ; nor is 
it neces&ary or right for the one to encroach upon the 
other. There is time enough for both, if it only be 
rightly divided. It is the duty of a man to eat ; nor 
does his stopping his business long enough during the 
week time to do this, break the command, << Six days 
shalt thou labor," but it helps him rightly to obey it. 
He could not otherwise obey the command. But if 
he eats so much as to make himself sick, or unfit him 
to keep the Sabbath day holy, and make it necessary 
to take medicine, or ride out into the country, to re- 
cruit his health, he sins against God, against his 
awn soul, and against the great interests of the world. 
He unfits himself for his duty. Besides, he obliges 
the dumb beasts to labor, if he uses them, at a time 
when God has expressly commanded that they should 
be permitted to rest. This is a sin. Nor does the 
fact that his health requires it, if this is caused by 
excessive devotion to business, or any species of wrong 
doing, free him from guilt. 

''But I am an apprentice, or a clerk in a store. I 
am under the control of others, and my time is not at 
my own command. May not I take the Sabbath for 
recreation, for amusement, for riding or walking into 
the country, and such exercises as my health re- 
quires ? " " To the law and the testimony." " What 
saith the commandment ? " Is this remembering the 
Sabbath as the Lord's day, and as such keeping it 
holy ? Or is it an exception to this, for which you 
plead, on account of your being an apprentice or a 
clerk ? If the latter, your peculiar situation is not a 
good reason for taking such a course. Your em- 
^oyer is bound to give you as much time for such 
purposes as your health renders needful, during the 
week, as really as he is bound to permit you to stop 
Ipng enot^gh to eat or to sleep. If he will not do 
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this, and you cannot, consisCently with your heidlh, 
keep the Sabbath day holy, then you are in an tin* 
lawful situation, and you are bound to leave it. Y<m 
have no right to pot, or to keep yourself in a eondi* 
tion where you cannot obey God, in keeping hcij 
his Sabbath. Tou are bound to fiee yourself from 
it. If you continue voluntarily in it, you involve 
yourself in guilt. And the fact .that you cannot 
elsewhere obtain as much money, is no sufficient reo- 
son why you should not chdnge your situation, and 
go where you can, consistently with your health, 
keep the command of God. Employers have no 
right so to occupy those under their caie as to cre« 
ate any seeming necessity, or throw the temptation 
before them^ to desecrate the Sabbath. If they do, 
they are parti^ers, if not the {Nrincipats in guilt, and 
are violators of that command which extends ex- 
pressly, not merely to themselves, but to all under 
their care. They are bound to permit those whom 
they employ to have as much time as the recruiting 
of exhausted energies, and also the keeping of the 
Sabbath, requires. If they refuse to do this, they i»e 
guilty ; as are all who tempt others to violate, and all 
who aid and abet others in the violation of the 
Lord's day. 

^'But I am employed on board of a verbst-boat. 
The boat runs every day in the week, and I am ne- 
cessarily occujned from morning till evening. I caan- 
not, theief<»re, keep the Sabbath day holy, or even 
attend public worship." Then you are bound to quit 
that employment, and engage in one in which you 
can keep the Sabbath holy. Your present employ- 
ment on the Sabbath day is a wbked employment^ 
carried on, not to honor God and do good, but to 
make money, and in a way which he has for^den. 

'< But people <nro6s the ferry to attend public wor^ 
shn»;" l%at is no good leasoa why any oAtn 
6* 
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dioald cross for amusement or pleasure. Nor is it 
any good reason why those diould cross who attend 
public worship, provided they can attend public wor- 
ship without it. And if they cannot, that is no good 
reason why the boatmen should not attend worship 
as well as they, and the boats stop, except when it is 
needful to carry over or return the worshippers. 

" But ministers cross the ferry to exchange pulpits 
with their brethren." Yet this is not needful ; for ■ 
they can preach in their own pulpits, or, when they 
exchange, can go on Saturday, and return on Monday. 
It is not needful that you should be deprived of the rest 
and privileges of the Sabbath to accommodate them 
in this thing. It is not a work of necessary mercy^ 
nor is it required by the best discharge of the appro- 
priate duties of the Sabbath. They have no right 
to require you to disobey God, in order to accommo- 
date them. And if you do it, the fact that they are 
ministers of the gospel, and that you carried them 
over to preach, while you carried others over to en- 
gage in amusements, will not save you from guilt, or 
screen you from punishment. 

" No," says a man, " this running of the ferry-boats 
all the Sabbath, and going out with steam-boats, and 
pleasure-boats, and rail-cars, is evidently wicked, and 
tends powerfully to promote Sabbath desecration ; 
but I am the keeper of a i^ivbrt stable, and if I do 
not let my horses on the Sabbath, I cannot maintain 
my business." Then it is an immoral and a wicked 
business. You are bound to abandon it, because you 
are aiding the known, open, and habitusd violation of 
the law of God. You are also, and for worldly pur- 
poses, employing your horses on a day when God 
commands that they shall not be so em^oyed. You 
are demoralizing and debasing your own mind, and 
the minds of your fellow-men. You are exerting an 
influence which tends to destroy the Sabbath as a 
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holy day, and to rob the world of its inestimable ben- 
efits. Is that right ? Will it, in the end, be profita* 
ble ? Will it yield you consolation in the hour of 
death, and will the reward be such as will cheer and 
comfort you in eternity ? Remember, that as a man 
soweth, so shall he reap. The breaking down of the 
Sabbath, or the devoting of it to worldly concerns, 
tends to undermine the moral government of God, 
and is clothed with the guilt of treason against the 
Most High. 

Nor is it certain, that, without letting your horses 
on the Sabbath, you cannot maintain your business. 
A man who had kept a stable, said, << I had let horses 
on the Sabbath for a number of years. I thought 
that, if I should not do so, I could not sustain my- 
self, and < yet I knew that it was wrong. The 
thought one day ocx^urred, God has been very kind to 
you ; he has long been doing you good, and for you 
to be so regardless of his commands as to continue 
openly to violate his Sabbath, and exert an influence 
calculated to banish it from the world, is ungrateful. 
It is wicked. Besides, God has taken care of your 
family, while you have been openly rebelling against 
him ; and, should you turn about, and obey his com- 
mands, is it not likely that he will {provide for them 
still? So I resolved to try. I had advertisements 
struck off and posted up, saying that my stable would 
not be opened on the Sabbath. At first, some fell off, 
but others liked it. I began to fill up ; and my busi- 
ness, on the whole. Was quite as profitable as before. 
One thing was very remarkable. I had been at aa 
expense before, upon an average, for a number of 
years, of from three to four hundred dollars a year, on 
account of the lameness and sickness of horses. But 
afterwards, these expenses were not ten dollars a 
year." Men who will break the Sabbath will kiU 
horses. They are reckless, as well as vicious ; and 
many a time, the injury done to horses is fax greater 
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Ihari tbe profits <^ letting them on the Sabbath. It 
might not be so in all cases. But, whether it would 
be or not, if men cannot keep a lirery stable without 
the open and habitual violation of the Sabbath, let 
them abandon the business, and follow some more 
moral, even if it should be a less lucrative employe 
ment. It is not '^ the chief end of man " to make 
money. 

*^ But other men will let horses on the Sabbath, if 
I do not." Other men will steal, if you do not ; but 
that is no reason why you should, nor will it screen 
you from guilt and condemnation if you do. 

^^ But professors of religion come to ray stable, and 
hire horses on the Sabbath ; and it is no worse for 
me to let horses, than it is for them to hire them.'' 
That may be. Some professcnrs of religion have 
forged notes, but that is no reason why you should 
do so. It was wicked in them to do it, and wicked 
for any one, in order to get money, knowingly 
to aid and abet in doing it. It would not shield 
them, when brought before a court of justice, to say, 
that the men whom they aided in this matter were 
professors of religion. No more will it sbi^d those 
who have aided professors of religion in violating the 
Sabbath. Each man must answer for his own sins, 
anid cannot shield himself under the sins of others, 
even though they be profisssors of religion. And he 
who aids professedly good men in committing sin, is 
as really guilty as he who aids notoriously bad men ,* 
and he may do even greater mischief. Sin does not 
lose its hateful character or mischievous tendency by 
being committed by professors of religion. Its evils 
are often greatly increased. If a bad business must 
be carried on, leave it wholly and exclusively to no* 
toriously bad men, that every child may see at once 
that it is an immoral emplo3n3ient. Let all good men, 
aU moral men, all decent men, shun it as they would 
flhua the plague* Let no suQh man ever be seen in 
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any business on the Sabbath, except such as is required 
for purposes of necessary mercy and the appropriate du- 
ties of that day. Let him never be seen frequenting the 
livery stable, or riding out, or using beasts of burden 
in any secular business. Then will the light which is 
in him not be darkness, tendmg to bewilder and de- 
stroy ; but it may shine in such a manner as to lead others 
to glorify his Father in heaven. " Go not in the way 
of evil men ; pass not by it, turn from it, and pass 
away." Rest on the Sabbath from worldly business, 
cares, and amusements, and do what in you lies that 
the man-servant and the maid-servant, and all classes, 
especially of laboring people, may rest also. 

" But may I not go from the city into the country, 
or the country into the city, or from one town to 
another, to spend the Sabbath with my father's family, 
or the family of a friend, and attend public worship 
with them?" Certainly you may; but be always 
careful, in such cases, to go before the Sabbath begins 
and riot return till after it is ended. Not only the 
using of horses, but the using of the rail-cars, to go 
from the city to the country, or from town to town, 
on the Sabbath, even if the passengers do go to 
church after they arrive, is a violation of that sacred 
day, which tends to injure those who are concerned 
in it, and to injure the public. Be honest towards 
God, and attempt not, for your profit or pleasure, to 
rob him of any portion of his day. 

'< But suppose I am a butcher, and am called to 
supply my customers with fresh meat for breakfast 
on Monday morning. May I not kill my cattle and 
sheep, or dress them, on the Sabbath, that my cus- 
tomers may have it early on Monday morning ? " 
No ; not if you would obey God, . Better, vastly 
better, "would it be for all your customers, if needful, 
to go without fresh meat on Monday morning, or be 
contented with 'what you can provide for them on 
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Satnrday, rather thcui that you ^ould kill settle iand 
sheep, or dress them, on the Sabbath. Let all be 
contented with cold bread on Monday morning, rather 
than the baker should desecrate tl^ Sabbath to pco-^ 
ride them with warm. As for newspapers, no man 
has a right to provide any, ot to take any, except 
such as can be furnished without secular labor on the 
Sabbath day. 

The workmen in printing^ffioes^ bakeries^ and 
butcheries, need the rest and the privileges of the 
Sabbath, as much as other men. They have as good 
a right to them. It is their duty, and it would be for 
their interest, to enjoy them. Employers and cus- 
tomers are all bound so to arrange their affisiirs that 
they may ; and, instead of hindering, to aid the work* 
men in all establishments in the enjoyment of the 
benefits of the Sabbath. And whwe there is a will, 
there is a way. No classes of workmen are under 
the necessity of losing the benefits of the Sabbath ; 
and none will be found to be innocent, or, in the end, 
to be gainers, if they continue to consent to do so. 

As to ARRANGEMENTS IN FAMIi«IE8, the NAVIGATING Om 

SHIPS on the ocean, or the conducting of any concerns 
required by necessary acts <rf mercy, and by the 
duties of the Sabbath, or which are permitted by the 
Sabbath law, no labor should be done ezoept what is 
needful. 

Steamboats which leave a city in the evening, to 
arrive at another city in the morning, should, on 
Saturday, leave im the morning, and arrive in the 
evening. Families, if they have not in the house all 
needful supplies, should px>vide them on Saturday. 
For Monday morning, they should be contented with 
what they have, and what can be provided for them 
before the beginning and after the close of the Sab- 
bath. They should not even covet, or be willing to 
receive, what cannot be fhiaisbed bat by the de0eci»* 
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tiod of that day» arkl by depriving othffs hsbitm^ 
of ils sacred enjoyments. 

<' But there is one kind of etDpIoyment," it is said, 
'<in which men m/uM break the Sabbath, namely, the 
taking of wtiAt^ES. The owners give directions to 
the captains to take whales whenever and wherever 
they can find them. If captains of whale shipor 
sboald not follow the directions of owners, they would 
not be able to obtain employment. Omitting to tako 
whales on the Sabbath would make the voyage one 
seventh part longer. The crews are absent a lony 
tiitte from their families, and ought to return as so<nv 
a» they can. They often go for a long time without 
seeing whales ; and, when they do see them, ^ould 
they not take them, the crews would become uneasy 
and mutinous. If they do not take, whales on the 
Sabbath, the sailors would be engaged in something 
worse. The Lord would not suflfer them to see whales 
on the Sablxith, unless he designed that they should 
take them," etc., etc. 

These reasons, and all others, may be set aside by 
one consideration, namely, ^^Thus saith the Lord; 
Six days shalt thou labor, and do all thy work." 
But " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy ; 
in it thou shalt not do any work." Nor is obedience 
to this cc^aamand^ in the whaling business, imprac- 
ticable. A number of captains and crews have tried 
it. They have taken no whales on the Sabbath, and 
yet ordinarily have obtained as much oil, and pros- 
pered as well, on the whole, as those who have dese^ 
crated that day. 

Captain Scoresby, of the British navy, who wan 
afterwarcb commandisr of a whale ship in the northern 
seas, tried it for a course of years, and was especially 
pnospered. He states, in his journal, that he does not 
recollect a case in which they saw whales on the 
Siubbath, and yet did not attempt to Vaio^ them, wfaevet 
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they were not remarkably successful during the sub- 
sequent week. And although the sailors at first, 
when they saw a whale on the Sabbath, could hardly 
be restrained from making efforts to take it, yet after- 
wards, they not only were entirely willing to refrain, 
but were in high glee whenever they saw one on the 
Sabbath, because, from the fisicts, they expected after- 
wards to be greatly prospered. 

The owners, instead of giving directions to their 
captains to take whales whenever they can find them, 
can say, as men do with regard to other worldly 
employments, " Sundays excepted.^' Captains and 
crews can agree, when they are engaged, not to work 
on the Sabbath ; and all concerned be contented, as 
in other employments, with what they can obtain in 
keeping the commands of God. Nor is it by any 
means certain that they will be out any longer, or be 
in any respect less successful. 

Captain John Stetson, an experienced shipmaster, 
and late consular agent at the Sandwich Islands, says, 
" We are far from believing that any man can be a 
loser by the keeping of the commands of God. We 

well remember the trial of Captain , after his 

conversion. He felt the requirements of God to be 
as binding upon him as upon men on shore. He 
called his ship's company together, and informed them 
of his views. They agreed to give up whaling oa 

the Sabbath. The next Sabbath, while Captain 

was preparing for the forenoon service, a man on deck 
called out, * There she blows ! ' It was a large whale, 
which passed near the ship very slowly. They, 
however, did not lower the boats, but devoted the day 
to the worship of God. The next day every eye was 
strained to catch a glimpse of the whale, but in vain. 
The week passed away, without seeing any. The 
Sabbath came, and a whale was again seen. Some 
of the crew were desirous of going in pursuit, but 
the captain was firm. Another week passed awayt 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



76 

dnd no whales. The third Sabbath came, and again 
they saw whales. The crew became clamorous, and 
almost mutinous ; but the captain assured them they 
were in the path of duty, and went on with his reli- 
gious services. This was the last trial. They soon 
obtained all the oil they wanted, and returned in 
much less time them many who took whales on the 
Sabbath. A number of other instances might be 
cited, illustrating the fact that God can and does bless 
those who keep his commandments." 

An instance is stated by the mate of a whale ship, 
in which the captain had been out but a short time 
before he repeatedly saw whales on the Sabbath, 
seeing none on any other day. He did not attempt 
to take them. Soon he fell in with other ships that 
had been out no longer than he had, and yet had 
hundreds of barrels of oil, much of which was taken 
on the Sabbath. He had none. After a time he saw 
a whale on Monday, and took it. He saw no more 
whales, after that, on the Sabbath, but was very suc- 
cessful at other times. He filled his vessel, and re- 
turned months before those who sailed when he did, 
and took whales on the Sabbath. 

Captain Green, of England, who refrained from 
taking whales on the Sabbath, stated that he had 
never seen a whale on that day, when he did not see 
it again, or some other, on the following day. 

A captain from Massachusetts, who long followed 
the business of whaling, took no whales on the Sab- 
bath. Yet he was considered a very successful com- 
mander ; and his services were eagerly sought for by 
owners of ships. His death, which lately occurred, 
was not only peaceful, but triumphant and glorious.. 
" Never," said an old friend of his, " did I see such a 
triumphant death before." 

As to the reason given, that the Lord would not 
permit sailors to see whales on the Sabbath, unless it 
were his will that they should attempt to take them, 

No. 4. 7 
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they might as well say, that the Lord wonld oot 
sufTer them to see their neighbor's property, unless it 
were his will that they should steal it He suffers 
men to be tempted to do wrong, for a far different 
purpose than that they should yield to the temptation. 
''Let no man say, when he is tempted, I am tempted 
of God, for God cannot be tempted of evil ; neither 
tempteth he any man.'* The fact is, whenever a man 
does wrong, '^ he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed." And it is lust, which, when it hath con- 
ceived, ^'bringeth forth sin. And sin," knowingly 
and presumptuously continued in, will, " when it is 
finished, bring forth death," When Jehovah com- 
manded, " Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy," 
he made no exception tpith regard to the business of 
whaling. If men would obey him, and meet his 
approbation, they must make none, but must rest on 
the Sabbath, and require all in their employment, and 
under their control, also to rest from their labors on 
that day. 

It is also needful, in order to enjoy the full benefit 
of the Sabbath, that persons should not indulge in 

SECULAR BEADING, CONVERSATION, OR CONTEMPLATION. 

The mind, as well as the body, must rest from world- 
ly employments. It was with reference to the soul 
peculiarily that the Sabbath was made and given to 
men ; and to keep it in a proper manner, the mind 
must not be occupied with secular concerns. The 
merchant may violate the Sabbath as really by the 
reading of secular newspapers, the planning of suc- 
cessful voyages, or the contemplation of worldly 
gains, as his neighbor who is selling wheat or goods. 
The student may violate it by getting his lesson ; the 
lawyer by studying his case, consulting his authori- 
ties, or makmg out his brief. The farmer may vio- 
late the Sablmthy by walking out in his fields, and 
^contemplating his crops j the physician, by visiting 
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his patients ] and the clergyman, by riding to a dis- 
tant town on an exchange, when the case does not 
require it, the providence of God does not call for it, 
and the law of GU3d does not permit it. 

That there are cases when it may be needful, and 
be an act of mercy and of piety, for a physician to 
visit his patient, a man his sick neighbor, or for a 
minister to ride some distance to preach the gospel, 
we do not deny. It is not of such cases that we 
speak, but of cases where the visiting, or the riding on 
the Sabbath, is not called for by the providence of God, 
but may be more usefully done on the previous day. 

With regard to the practice of some ministers, who 
ride from town to town on the Sabbath, to exchangb 
mNisTERiAL LABORS with their brethren, the follow- 
ing thoughts are submitted for serious consideration. 
Some, when they exchange, go, or retiirn, or both, on 
the Sabbath ; others conscientiously avoid this. When 
they exchange out of town, they go on Saturday, and 
return on Monday. Many Christians have expressed 
deep regret at the practice of the former, and an ar- 
dent desire that all would imitate the latter. They 
think it would be more useful, for the following rea- 
sons, among others ; namely, — 

1. It would be more satisfactory to the great body 
of enlightened and conscientious men. This is evi- 
dent from their frequent remarks on the subject, the 
deep regrets which they express at the practice of 
which we speak, and their desire that it may be 
ehanged. They apprehend that it tends to break 
down the sanctity of the Sabbath in the minds of the 
people, to lead them less sacredly to regard it, and 
furnishes occasion to Sabbath-breakers to excuse them- 
selves in going from town to town, to hear a favorite 
preacher, or to be employed in some other way; 
while it lessens the influence of the minister in pro- 
moting the due observance of the day. 

A respectable minister starts on Sabbath morning 
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from the town in which he lives, to ride ten miles to 
another town. After proceeding about six miles, he 
sees a man at his door chopping wood. He is fired 
with holy zeal, and instinctively turns up his horse, 
and says, " Friend, have you forgottea that it is the 
Sabbath day ? " " No, sir." " You must be aware 
that you are doing wrong. It is wicked to employ 
this holy day in chopping wood." " And pray, sir," 
says the mem, " what are you doing, in journeying on 
the Sabbath ? " He does not know that the man is 
a minister, and the minister does not like to tell him ; 
for he might say, " If a minister may ride ten or a 
dozen miles, and occupy, in this way, two hours of 
holy time, I may occupy half an hour in chopping 
wood." However, the minister musters up courage, 

and says, " I am going to to preach the gospel to 

those who will otherwise be destitute." "And I," 
says the man, " am chopping wood for my family, 
who will otherwise, on this cold day, be destitute." 
" But why did you not chop your wood on Saturday ? " 
" Sure enough," says the man ; " and why did you 
not do your riding on Saturday ? " 

" Had I passed on," said the minister who was 
once found in a situation like the above, " that man 
would not have known that I was a minister ; and, 
thinking he was no worse them I, would have felt 
supported in his Sabbath-breaking." " Yes," said 
the friend to whom he related this case, " and perhaps 
your telling him that you were a minister did not 
altogether prevent that effect." " So X thought," said 
the .other j " and I resolved never to be seen again 
riding from town to town on the Sabbath." Would 
it not be well for all ministers to make a similar reso- 
lution ; and not to exchange with their brethren in 
other towns, except in eases where they can go and 
return without taking for the journey any part of the 
Sabbath ? 

A man spent his Sabbaths in tending a ferry, to the 
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fieglect of public worship, and for the purpose of 
making money. His friend admonished him that it 
was not right, that it injured himself and his family, 
and exhorted him to attend public worship. He said 
he could not do it ; he must be there to take over the 
Rev. Mr. — — when he went to exchange. " I heard 

of that," said the Rev. Mr. , " and I resolved, 

whenever I exchanged in future, to go on Saturday. 
I have since adhered to this resohition. And, having 
tried both ways, I am satisfied that the last is the 
best." Let all ministers of the gospel try it, and see 
if their experience will not accord with his. 

'* But," says a minister, " I cannot spend the time 
to go on Saturday." Then is it not improper to take 
the Lord's time ? '* But I wish a part of the Sabbath 
to be with my family." Then is it not wrong to 
spend any part of it in journeying to another town ? 
Would it not be better that your brother's family, 
whenever you do exchange, should have all the benefit 
of your good example with them through the whole 
of the Sabbath ; and let him come to your house on 
Saturday, and give to your family the benefit of his 
instruction and example through the whole of the 
day ? Your example, it is thought, would, in that 
case, be more safe and salutary to your family and to 
your people. If it is useful for you to ride to a dis- 
tant town to preach, your people may think it useful 
for them to ride as far to hear you, provided they like 
to hear you better than they do the man with whom 
you exchange ; or, if they think his preaching will 
do them more good than yours, they may ride on the 
Sabbath to hear him, when you do not exchange. If 
the minister may ride out of his parish on the Sab- 
bath once a month, his young people may think that 
they may do so once a fortnight, or once a week : 
imagining that they may do weekly, without great 
guilt, what he may do monthly. 

2. Another reason why ministers should go, when 
7# 
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practicable, on Saturday, rather than on the Sabbath, 
18, that they will be more likely to be " in the Spirit 
on the Lord's day." In going from one's lodging- 
place, from the closet and the family to the pulpit, 
the minister will be more likely to be in a spiritual 
frame of mind, than after riding from town to town, 
amidst the miscellaneous variety of objects which 
may occupy his attention. His hearers, also, in see- 
ing him arrive from a distance, or knowing that he 
has occupied the morning in riding, will be less likely 
to be favorably imjnressed and spiritually benefited 
by his preaching, than if they knew he had come 
from his place of morning devotion and communion 
with God. Facts, it is believed, justify the conclu- 
sion, and observation will confirm and extend it, that 
the ministers who travel most on the Sabbath, are the 
least likely, in their exchanges, to do good. 

A minister who was travelling, came, on Saturday 
afternoon, to a very uninviting place, and stopped for 
the Sabbath. He made his way from the steamboat 
up to a rum-tavern, the only one in the place. The 
villagers were assembled, carousing in the bar-room, 
and it was rumored among them that a preacher had 
stopped there. Many wondered how he x^me to stop. 
It was replied, because he would not travel on the 
Sabbath. On hearing that, a man* said, " No doubt 
he is a good man ; a man of principle. We had bet- 
ter have a meeting to-morrow, and hear him preach. 
I presume he will preach well." No such conclusion 
would have been drawn, had he come there in the 
stage, on the steamboat, or in the rail-car, or even on 
his own horse, on the Sabbath. No one would have 
presumed, from that fact, that he was a good man, or 
that it would be very desirable to hear him preach, 
though it were known that he came only from the 
next town ; especially if it were known, also, that he 
might have come the day before. The Sabbath com- 
mends itself to the conscience; and even wicked 
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men know that all, especially professors of religioUi 
and most of all, ministers of the gospel, should keep 
it holy. The more conscientiously and habitually 
they do this, even if it be at some sacrifice, the great- 
er will be their influence for good upon their fellqw- 
men. This is an important reason why ministers 
who exchange should not go from town to town on 
the Sabbath. Conscience takes the side of the Sab- 
bath. An enlightened mem not only condemns others 
when they violate it, but also condemns himself. 

A steamboat came up from Cincinnati, and got into 
Wheeling on Saturday night. A man on board told 
his friend he should stop there, and keep the Sabbath, 
though the boat was going on to Pittsburg, and, if 
not hindered, would arrive there the next day. He 
thought they had both better stop ; they could then 
attend church ; and, on Monday, should another boat 
pass, they could take that ; and, if not, they could 
take the stage, go to Cumberland, and there take the 
rail-car. He had travelled much, and had found that 
men who stop on the 3abbath seem to get along, on 
the whole, quite as well as those who travel. At any 
rate, he should stop. His friend appeared almost per- 
suaded to stop also. He seemed to know that it was 
right ; but he was "peculiarly situated." Every en- 
lightened man who would break the Sabbath, must, 
to satisfy either himself or others, make out that he is 
" peculiarly situated." Conscience takes the side of 
the Sabbath. He must show that his case is an ex- 
ception to the rule, or condemn himself. What, in 
this man's case, was the peculiarity f He had his 
family with him, coming over from the west, after 
long absence, to see old friends at the east. That 
was a reason why he should stop and keep holy the 
Sabbath, and thus set a good example to his family, 
rather than a reason why he should travel. But it 
would cost more. True, it might. Sometimes it 
does, and sometimes it does not. But suppose it 
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riiotild. God did not say, Remember the Sabbath 
day to keep it holy, unless it wilt cost more ; and why 
should any man act as if he had said this ? 

There are two things which no man should ever 
forget. Otic w, we have no right to obtain any more 
money than we can by obeying God, The other is, 
when we have obtained money, we have no right, and 
it is not wise, to keep any more than we can and keep 
holy the Sabbath, All the money which the proper 
keeping of the Sabbath requires, sh6uld go freely. It 
is a good investment ; and yields often thirty, sixty, 
and even a hundred fold. Nor can any thing valua- 
ble be ultimately gained by doing what a man knows 
to be wrong. 

But that man seemed to forget this, and he went 
on. On Sabbath morning, that beautiful morning, 
one of those sweet little children fell overboard and 
was drowned. In the course of the week, after the fa- 
ther got over to Pennsylvania, he met the friend who 
stopped at Wheeling and kept the Sabbath. O, said 
he, I did wrong at Wheeling. I ought to have stopped, 
as you did, and kept the Sabbath. But I went on, and 
I have lost my child. He might have lost his child, if 
he had stopped. Men that do right sometimes lose their 
children, and it is very trying. But it is much more 
trying, for a father to lose a child in doing what he 
knows to be wrong, as this father deeply felt, and as 
every father similarly situated would feel. The spirit 
of a man, when sound, will sustain his infirmity ; but 
a wounded spirit who can bear ? There is no safety but 
in doing right. That fear of the Lord which leads a 
man to do his duty, whatever it may cost him, is not 
only the beginning, but also the perfection of wisdom. 
It is the surest way to the highest ultimate good. It 
is the best policy in this world, and will bring the 
most gracious and glorious reward in the world to 
come. 
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Probably no enlightened minister, after riding from 
town to town, to exchange on the Sabbath, when he 
might have gone on Saturday, feels best prepared to 
preach most effectively from the text, " Remember the 
Sabbath day to keep it holy." Seldom, in such a 
case, would a minister take that text. If he should, 
and then, in view of the congregation, after meeting, 
ride home on the Sabbath, he would not be likely to 
do much good. Many a wicked man, if not now and 
then a good man, would say, " * Physician, heal thy- 
self.' Thou that preachest that other men should not 
break the Sabbath, dost thou break it ? " 

<< But I go to preach ; " and says another man, <'I 
go to hear." 

" But you might atid ought to hear at home." " And 
might not you, reverend sir, preach at home ? You 
did not return home, after meeting, to preach." 
- " No ; that was to be with my family." " And I,"^ 
says the other, "after finishing my business, rode 
home, on the Sabbath, to be with my family." 

The keeper of a livery stable, in speaking about 
letting horses on the Sabbath, said, " It is bad, very 

bad, but it is difficult to avoid it. The Rev. Mr. 

came the other Sabbath morning to get a horse and 
buggy to go seventeen miles to preach, and it would 
not answer to refuse him. And if I let him have a 
horse, I must let the factory people have horses. 

They say they go to to attend meeting. Some 

do, perhaps, and some do not. I cannot discriminate, 
and it is very bad." 

If the keeper of that livery stable were to receive 
nothing for his horses on the Sabbath, he could avoid 

the difficulty. He would say to the Rev. Mr. , 

when he wants a horse to ride seventeen miles on 
Sabbath morning, " I should be very happy to accom- 
modate you, if I could consistently do it. But if I 
let horses to you on the Sabbath, I must to other 
people, especially those who say they axe going to 
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to attend public worship. I cannot discriminate. 

Besides, my houses have to work all the week, and it 
would be wrong to work them on the Sabbath. God 
forbids it; the good of the community forbids it. 
My men and myself wish to keep the Sabbath, 
and I must be excused from letting horses. Come 
any other day, Mr. , and I will gladly accom- 
modate you. If you wish for a horse to ride any 
distance to exchange, come on Saturday, and I will 
never refuse you." 

A certain minister, who often exchanged with his 
brethren, would not be absent from his family either 
the night before or the night after the Sabbath. He 
ordinarily rode from one town to another in the 
morning, and returned in the evening. Yet his 
family did not do any better than the families of those 
ministers who were not accustomed to ride on the 
Sabbath. And if you observe the families of those 
ministers who have been most accustomed to this 
practice, you will find that they do not appear to have 
benefited their families. They do not keep the Sab- 
bath any better, and the influence of those ministers, 
in promoting the due observance of that day, seems 
to have been lessened. 

To be most useful, ministers of the gospel, espe- 
cially, must avoid not only the reality, but also " the 
appearance " of evil ; be careful that they give no 
occasion for their good to be evil spoken of; much 
more, that they do not, for the sake of good, do evil. 

These principles extend not only to their riding 
from town to town on the Sabbath, but also to their 
conversation and deportment in the families where 
they stay. If they are seen reading secular books, 
periodicals, or papers, literary, scientific, or tasteful 
merely, or are heard conversing upon general, worldly 
topics, their example, especially to the young, will be 
pernicious. The more estimable and interesting their 
character in other respects, the greater will be the 
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evil which, by such a course, they may occasion. As 
dead flies cause the ointment of the apothecary to 
send forth an offensive savor, so doth a little folly him 
that is had in reputation for wisdom and honor. The 
more conspicuous a man's character, and the greater 
his influence, the greater the importance that he 
should in all respects set an example which may be 
safely followed, and which will in the highest de- 
gree be useful to those who shall imitate it. And to 
no subject does this more strikingly apply than to the 
keeping of the Sabbath, and to no class of people 
move than to ministers of the gospeL They are set 
for the defence of the truth, and their lives should 
be a living exhibition of it. On few things does the 
state of their own minds, the influence of their char- 
acter, or the efiect of their labors more depend, thaa 
on the manner in which they spend holy time. 

This applies also to other Christians, and to all 
persons. There is, in the providence of God, an in- 
timate connection, and one much more influential than 
is generally supposed, between the state of mind 
which is cultivated, the habits of thought and feeling 
which are indulged, and the courses of conversation 
and conduct which are followed on the Sabbath, and 
the condition of a person and the objects which he 
will accomplish during the week. To experience its 
highest benefits, the day must be treated as the day 
OF THE LoBD, a day to be peculiarly and openly con- 
secrated to him. The mind, as well as the body, 
must be withdrawn from earthly pursuits, and must 
be employed in those concerns which have reference 
to God and to heaven, and which tend to prepare men 
to be partakers of its employments and joys. 

Of course, jpraycr, private, social, atid public, must 
form a part, and an important part, of the employ- 
ments of the Sabbath. All those who would expe- 
ri^oee its highest benefits must pray especially for the 
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teaching of the Holy Spirit, in dependence on Jesus 
Christ, and for the purpose of learning and doing his 
will. 

The study of the Scriptures is also an employment 
eminently suited to the objects of the Sabbath. The 
day of God is peculiarly the time to study the word 
of God, and become more acquainted with his char- 
acter and will, with his commands, his promises, his 
threatenings, and their fulfilment ; and with the 
evidence which he has furnished that, when the word 
has gone out of his mouth, it staudeth forever. This 
is the time, and this is the way, tlirough grace, to in- 
spire and strengthen confidence in God, to awaken 
and increase love to him, and in feelings and wishes 
and efforts to become like him, and thus be fitted for 
every good work. 

Without prayer and the study of the Scriptures, 
no person will be likely rightly to keep the Sabbath, 
or to experience its highest benefits. The Bible 
must be read with attention on other days ; but on 
this it should be studied. In producing divine effects 
upon the soul, the Lord will magnify his word above 
all his name. " The entrance of thy word giveth 
light; it giveth 'Understanding to the simple." "I 
have more understanding than all my teachers, for thy 
testimonies are my meditation" That employment 
of mind which the Psalmist here designates as medi- 
tation on the testimonies of God, is, of all exercises 
upon the Sabbath, among the most useful. It is the 
means of life to the soul. By it God quickens, illu- 
minates, and piurifies. " Through thy precepts I get 
understanding ; therefore I hate every false way." 
" I understand more than the ancients, because I keep 
thy precepts." Never, till a person tries it, will he 
know the full benefits of treating the Sabbath as the 
day of God, of studying the Bible as the word of 
God, in order to understand the mind, apprehend the 
heart, and be changed into the image of God. Sweet, 
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then, will his words be to the taste; sweeter thaa 
honey, eren the honey-comb. The Sabbath will be 
the most delightful of all days. Its influence for 
good on the body and the soid will be most happy 
during the whole week, and in all the relations and 
duties of life. Evidence will shine out like the sini^ 
diat, while the day belongs to God, it was made by 
him for man j and that in the keeping of it holy tbeie 
is great reward. 

Other books, especially those whidi aid us in rightly 
understanding the Bible and imbibing its spirit, may 
to advantage occupy a portion of attention on theut 
day. Conversation, also, on subjects and in a manner 
adapted to promote the same ends, will be fiound to be 
useful, children^ and others should he instructed in 
the principles and precepts of religion, and in. the 
duties which diey owe to God, to themselves, aild 
their fellow-men, and such methocb be taken 9S aro 
best suited to interest them and prookote their highest 
good. 

To experience the full benefits of the Sabbath, 
persons who have opportunity must also habitually 
attend public worship. This Is an ocdinancis of 
God, sanctioned by the example of Christ, and the 
duty of observing it was taught in the preaching, and 
exemplified in the practice, of the apostles. It is a 
duty, the performance of which is essential to tbs 
honor of God, asid the highest good of men ; reason^ 
able in its nature, and most beneficial in its e&cts« 
No one who voluntarily and habitiially neglects it, 
ever properly keeps the Sabbath, or experiences its 
highest and best effects. 

But a man says, << I have the Bible and good books \ 
I csm read at home ; I can meditate on divine things, 
and be more benefited than by hearing preaching.'' 
That might be, if preaching were not the appoint* 
ttent of God, and attended with his blessiiig. &it| 

No. 4. 8 
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as it is, no one can most honor him and benefit him- 
self by neglecting it. '^ Go ye into aU the worid," 
he sayB to his ministers, <^and precuA the gospel to 
every creature." If it is their duty to obey him and 
to preach to all, it is the duty of all who have oppor- 
tunity to hear.^ That faith which is the gift of God, 
which purifies the heart, which works by love, and 
overcomes the world, through the grace and accord- 
ing to the appointment of God, comes by kearittg the 
word of God read, explained, illustrated, and a^ied 
by his ministers, whom he hath sent forth for the 
purpose of warning every man, and teaching every 
man, that they may thus present them perfect in 
Christ Jesus. 

Were it true in any particular case, that an indi- 
vidual might benefit himself as much by taking his 
own way as by following the divine appointment, 
still he could not as much honor God, or benefit his 
fellow-men. His example would be bad ; one which 
tends to destroy public worship, and deprive the world 
of its benefits. If one may stay at home, another 
may, and another, all may ; seeking each one his own 
in his own way, not the things of God in the ways 
of his appointment. Biit the truth is, their own 
highest good can never, in reality, be permanently 
promoted, except by the promotion of the glory of God 
and the good of their fellow-men. It was with special 
reference to the public worship of God that the Sab- 
bath was ai^inted ; and attendance upon it, and en- 
gagedness in its duties, are essential in order rightly 
and most usefully to keep it holy, because it is by the 
preaching of the gospel peculiarly that God saves 
those who believe. Not that the hearers are to 
ground their faith upon the declarations of the minis- 
ter. But, while they are to hear him, and unite with 
the congregation in public worship, they are to prove 
all things, and hold fast that which is good. For 
this purpose they are to search the Scriptures as the 
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only infallible standard, and by them are to judge of 
the preaching which they hear, and receive or reject 
it, as it {^ees with, or is opposed to, the word of God. 
This is a reason why they are, on the Sabbath, to 
study the Scriptures, and become acquainted with 
their contents, that by them they may be able to 
judge correctly of what they hear, to prove rightly all 
things, and hold fast only that which is good. 

For, should an apostle, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any doctrine opposed to those contained in 
the word of God, every man who should know this 
would be bound to reject it. To the law and to the 
testimony : if men speak not according to these, there 
is no light in them. And if the blind lead the bhnd, 
both will be in danger of p^ishing. But let all be 
taught to read, own a Bible, and every day read a 
portion of it as the word of God, seeking for the 
teaching of his Holy Spirit, in dependence on the 
Savior, and for the purpose of knowing send doing 
his will ; let them spend a portion of every Sabbath 
in studying it, and in hearing the gospel preached by 
his ministers, calling no man master, because one is 
their Master, even Christ, and receiving his truth, not 
as the word of man, but as the word of God, and 
they will become wise unto salvation. They will 
know the truth, and the truth, so far as they are gov- 
erned by it, will make them free from complacency 
in and dependence upon themselves, from subjection 
to human authority, from the fear of man, from the 
love of the world, and the power of sin. 

The acquisition and comnmnication of bibliccU 
knowledge is an appropriate employment for the 
proper and most useful observance of the Christian 
Sabbath. This may be done in the family, in the 
Sabbath school, in the Bible class, and in all those 
places and forms which will bo most interesting 
and efficacious; due regard being had to the ages 
and charact^Rs, conditions,^ capacities, and wants of 
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all cottcemecL With the young and inexperienced a 
different course, in many respects, may to advantage 
be adopted, from what would be most suitable to 
those of more advanced knowledge and years. A 
Urely interest in the exercises of the day is exceed- 
ingly desirable, especially in the young, and, if prac- 
ticable, should be secured. The mind should not be 
overtaxed as to amount or time, on this day of holy 
rest ; nor should it, on the other hand, be given up to 
idleness and sloth, much less to lightness and frivol- 
ity. Nothing should be done which tends to obliter- 
ate the impression that it is the day of the Lord, an 
emblem of the rest of heaven, and, by God's appoint- 
ment, a season of special efforts to be prepared to be 
partakers of its joys. The end for which the day ttas 
made and given to men should be kept in vieWy and 
such a course be pursued by all classes of people as is 
be^ adapted to accomplish it. 

With reference to this, it is not wise to have a 
great pressure of worldly business^ and cares on 
Saturday y or to carry them up to the last moment 
of secular time. Such a course tends to unfit the 
mind and the body for the duties of the Sabbath. 
Not a lew, in this way, to a great extent, deprive 
themselves of its benefits. Let men work, or jour^ 
ney, or write, or sit in legislative or judicial halls, 
till twelve o'clock on Saturday night, and they will be 
very likely to have, in spiritual things, a comparative- 
ly profitless Sabbath. On the contrary, let them re- 
member in season that the day is coming, and regu- 
larly close their business, and they will find it highly 
conducive to the best observance and greatest useful- 
ness oi the day. 

Ministers of the gospel who close their preparation 
for the iMilpit at twelve o'clock on Saiturday noon,, will 
be much more likely rightly to keep the Sabbath than 
those who continue their labors till twelve o'clock on 
Saturday night. And they who close tbtk pcepara- 
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tion for the pulpit on Friday evening,- and have 
Saturday for a day of rest, will be able to perform 
more ministerial labor, and in a better manner, than 
those who have no day of rest. - 

A distinguished divine, who has lately, as is be- 
lieved, gone to the rest which remldns for the people 
of God, but a short time before his departure told the 
writer that he hlui tried efibctually both ways. He 
had, for a number c^ years, finished his preparation on 
Saturday night. He had then preached and per- 
formed the other duties of the Sabbath, and been 
diligently employed during the following six days of 
the week. He had afterwards, as exhausted nature 
began to cry out for help, changed his course. For 
a number of years he had made it a matter of con* 
science to finish his preparation for the pulpit on 
Friday evening, and to have Saturday as a day of rest. 
He then came to the duties of the Sabbath invigor- 
ated and refreshed. Instead of being, as before, in 
feverish excitement, under the exhaustion of previous 
labors, he could preach with greater vigor and effect. 
He escaped the subisequent annihilating depression of 
which his brethren, who have no day of rest, com- 
plain, and of which he formerly complained. He 
enjoyed more uniform and vigorous health, and, in 
the course of the year, could accomplish more busi- 
ness, and in a better manner. 

Such, it is believed, in the piursuance of a similar 
course, with proper training and habits, would be 
the experience of others. Preachers can no more 
work with diligence seven days in a week without 
injury than Other men. Annihilation on Monday, 
ennui on Tuesday, dyspepsia on Wednesday, bron- 
chitis on Thursday, feveriiii, apprehensive excitement 
about the Sabbath on Friday, and unhealthy, ner- 
vous irritation and effort on Saturday, to be followed 
by unnatural, and well-nigh supernatural exhibitions 
on the Sabbath, and ills like the above on the follow- 
8» 
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ing week, resulting, not tmfrequently, in abandon* 
ment of the ministry, or loss of health, or premature 
death, echo the voice of God, ** Six days shalt thou 
labor, and do all thy work." 

As the appropriate duties of the Sabbath caTl min- 
isters of the gospel to exhausting labors on that day, 
they must have another day for rest. Saturday, if 
practicable, is the best day, for various reasons. If 
they cannot have that, let them take Monday. But 
it is said, there are sick to be visited, and various im- 
perious duties, which must occupy Monday. Then 
let tbem take Tuesday. One cUiy in a week they 
mu9l have, if, with proper diligence, they obey the 
command, " Six days shalt thou labor," or they must 
eat the fruit of their own labor, and be filled with 
their devices. 

But a man asks, "Would you have ministers of the 
gospel do less work ? " No, I woiiki have them do 
more ; and more than they can do by working seven 
&ys in a week ; and I would have them do it in a 
better way. I would also have them set a better ex- 
«nple to their people. Instead of o|q)Osing their wis- 
dom to the wisdom of God, I would have them, in 
the duties c^ their calling, six days in a week, give 
themselves to reading, to meditation and to prayer, to 
the ministry of the word and the adminii^rati<Mi of 
the ordinances of God's aj^intment, stirring up the 
gift of God that is in them, and what their hands find 
to do, doing it with their might ; and one day in a 
week I would have them^ in accordance wiUi the 
nature which God has given them, and the obliga- 
tions thence arising, cease from tteir labors, as God 
did from his, and, like him, be thereby refireshed. 

'* But the custom is such that this cannot be done." 
Then let the custom be changed, and the sooner the 
better j and you may be instrumental, under God, in 
ehanging it. Be not conformed, in this respect, to 
the world; but be ye transformed by the renew- 
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ing of your mind and the changing of your condodty 
that ye may thus prove what is that good, and accept* 
able, and perfect will of God. 

"But I," says one, "am a private Christian. I 
have to work all the week in a laborious emfdoyoient, 
in order to support my fiimily. On Saturday night I 
feel exhausted and in need of repose. Od Sabbath 
morning I have to rise early, attend to personal and 
family duties, then go to Sabbath school, which it 
held before meeting, and at the intermission. W% 
have three public services, or two and a prayer-meet- 
ing in the evening. The Sabbath is to me as ex- 
hausting, physically, as any day of the week." But 
this, in a free country, is a matter, not of coercion, 
but of choice. It is not required by the nature of 
man, or by the command of God. No man who 
labors all the week is called to exhaust himself physi- 
cally on the Sabbath, but so to employ it in such 
holy rest and duties as to be refrei^d. This the 
command of God requires, and a sound Christian dis- 
cretion dictates. By excess ia amount of labor on a 
week day, a man may so exhaust himself that he will 
be obliged to lie by the ne^xt day. But his constitu- 
tion does not require this, neither does the law of God 
or the good of men. They do not permit it. A 
wise man will not do it. If an unwise man does it, 
he must reap the fruit of his folty. If he errs in 
excess of bodily or mental effort on the Sabbath, he 
will suffer as really {»s on a week day. The laws of 
nature, which are the laws of God, are too good to 
permit a man to violate them with impunity even in 
religious efforts. He must, to obey God, — and if he 
feel and act rightly he will, — strive to enter in at the 
strait gate, and to walk in the narrow way, and also 
have others do the same ; yet he will suffer even in 
this, unless he strive lawfully, according to the laws 
of God. He must take the Lord's way in preference 
to his own, or the way of others, even though they 
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Aonld be great and good men ; saying to God in this 
as well as in other things, " Not my will, but thine, 
be done." 

Hence the necessity of going to the Bible in order 
to learn the will of God about the Sabbath ; to learn 
the end for which the day was made, and the way in 
which it is to be kept. We must also know our* 
selves, and the laws, natural and moral, by which we 
are to be governed, that we may not, through igno- 
rance, or for the purpose of doing good, violate them. 

We see also the necessity of observation and expe- 
rience, and especially of prayer, for the teaching of the 
Holy Spirit, that by the word, the Spirit, and the 
{ffovidence of God, we may be furnished with all 
needful light to discern, and all needful wisdom and 
grace to pursue, the manifested will of God. 

The duties of the Sabbath, rightly understood and 
properly performed, instead of tending to unfit, all 
tend better to prepare a man for the discharge of the 
subsequent duties of the week, and, like godliness in 
all other respects, they are profitable unto all good 
things. 

" But why is it necessary, in order rightly to keep 
the Sabbath, that men should habitually attend pub- 
lic worship ? " 

Because without it the great object of the Sabbath 
can never be accomplished. That object is, to com- 
municate to men the true knowledge of God, and 
statedly to present to them the motives which he has 
revealed to induce them to love and obey him. 

That there is a God all nature shows ; of course it 
is the duty of all men to acknowledge and adore him, 
not only as individuals and in private, but as social 
beings and in a public manner. This God requires. 
" Ye shall keep my Sabbaths and reverence my sanc- 
tuary. Give unto the Lord, O ye kindreds of peoplci 
give unto the Lord glory and strength, give unto the 
Lord the glory due unto his name ; bring an offering 
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and eome into his couft& O^ wor^ip the Laid ia 
the beauty of holiness." <' Not fcnsaking the assem* 
bling of ourselves together as the manner of some ia^ 
but exhorting one another^ and so maoh the more as 
ye see the day approaching. For if we sin wilfully 
after that we have received the knowledge of the 
truth, there remaineth no moco sacrifice £as em, bat a 
certain fearful looking for of judgm^it ami Smy ib^ 
dignation, which shall deronr the adTersarie&" 

WiUiont public worship the Sabbath itself will bo 
neglected, and the true knowledge of God will bo 
lost. The gospel will not be preached, or, if preached, 
will fail of its effects. If one may stay away, another 
may, and another, — all may. The day will be dt^ 
voted to S6cul€ur business, or to amusement and dissi^ 
pation. The ordinances of the go^l and the means 
of grace will be neglected. The Bible will not be 
read, and those instrumentalities which God has 9;p^ 
pointed to make men wise unto salvaticm will cease 
to operate. 

Common schools and general education never pro*- 
vail without public worship, nor that intelligence 
and virtue which are essential to the purity^ and 
even the existence, of free civil and religious insti«- 
tutions. So that those who neglect public worship 
not only rebel against their Maker, but exert an 
influence which tends to banish all true and saving 
knowledge of him from the world. Thtey would 
blot out the manifestation of his glory, especially that 
which shines in the face of Jeais Christ. They 
would stop the sound of his mercy, and prevent the 
reconciling of men unto himself. They therefore do 
a great injury, not only to themselves, but abo to their 
follow-men. 

Though some individuals of peculiar structure and 
temperament, or in a peculiar condition, may for a 
time neglect public worship, and not become openly 
vicious, yet with the masses of men it would be fat 
oth^wise. Let the puWic w<»ship of God be abae^ 
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doned, and family prayer and private devotion woald 
eease. Impreanons made by truth, and restraints 
which it imposes, would be done away. Passions 
would become rampant, and vice stalk abroad. All 
that is holy in possession, and all that is lovely and 
cheering in prospect, would be forever lost. 

Nor would the contemner of public worship him- 
self escape. He would lose the favor of God, the 
approbation of an enlightened, approving conscience, 
the pleasure of doing good while he lives, and of set- 
ting an examjde which will be carrying blessings to 
others after he is in the grave. 

On the contrary, his own mind would suffer, and be 
like the heath in the desert, not seeing good when 
good comes. His childcen would fail of the benefit 
which they might receive, and the prospect be in- 
creased that, as the parents refuse to do their duty, 
their children would grope in darkness through time, 
and the blackness of darkness would rest upon 
them for eternity. Grenerations that succeed them 
would experience the deleterious influences of their 
having lived, and would add, in long succession and 
accumulating pressure, to the weight of their tor- 
ments. 

Who, then, that is a friend to himself or his race, 
will neglect the obvious and reasonable duty of pub- 
licly and habitually worshipping his Maker ? And 
who that' is a friend to God will not delight in 
uniting with his fellow-men in acknowledging and 
adoring Him who is over all, blessed. fore vermore, and 
mingling his voice with those who from Sabbath to 
Sabbath say, << O come, let us worship, let us kneel 
and bow down before Jehovah our Maker, for we are 
the sheep of his pasture and the people of his hand. 
Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts 
with praise, be thankful unto him and bless his name. 
Bless the Lord in all places of his dominion ; bless 
the Lord, O my soul." And who^ that loves his chil- 
dren, will not pour upon thenii and bis children's chil- 
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dren to all coming ages, the tide of blessings which 
will flow from his example ? 

Let all, then, who would be the friends of their 
Maker and benefactors of their race, confine their 
secular business, travelling, and amusement to six 
days in a week, the only days which God has made 
or given to men for that purpose, the only days which 
they can take without taking what is not theirs, and 
thus showing themselves to be at heart, towards God, 
dishonest men. Let them remember the Sabbath day 
and keep it holy as the day of the Lord, devoting it 
from beginning to end cheerfully to his worship, pri- 
vate, social, and public, and to the promotion of the 
spiritual good of men. Let them cease from secular 
cares, from worldly, scientific, and literary reading, 
conversation, visiting, and pleasure. Let them hear- 
ken diligently to the voice of God in his works, his 
word, and his providence, and as echoed by their 
own conscience ; let them make it a part of their 
employment every Sabbath to study the Bible with 
attention, docility, and prayer, to hearken to it as 
illustrated, expounded, and enforced by the pious, 
learned, and faithful ministers of the gospel, and then 
let them search the Scriptures for themselves, and 
judge whether what they hear is confirmed by the 
unerring word of God ; and if so, let them receive it, 
not as the word of men, but as the word of God, 
treasure it up in their hearts, and exemplify it in their 
lives. Then will they shine as lights in the world, 
holding forth the word of life, and letting their light 
so shine that multitudes will be led to glorify their 
Father in heaven. Life will be pleasant, death will 
be peaceful, and eternity glorious. Their children, who 
walk in their steps, will rise up and call them blessed. 
Posterity will honor their memory, and imbom gen* 
erations, to all future time, reap the benefit of their 
labors, and add to their exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory. ^ 
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FIFTH PERMANENT 

SABBATH DOCUMENT 

or THB 

AMERICAN AND FOREIGN SABBATH UNION. 



DEVELOPMENTS OF PROVIDENCE ON THE SABBATH. 

In the previous numbers of the Sabbath Documents, 
it has been shown that the Sabbath is based on nat- 
ural laws, and that the command of God to remem- 
ber it and keep it holy expresses the obligation which 
arises from the nature and relations of things ; that 
the first day of the week is the day which God, in 
his word and his providence, has plainly designated 
as the day to be kept holy, imder the gospel dispen- 
sation ; that the Sabbath, in one of its most important 
aspects, is a Family Institution, designed to aid parents 
in training up their children in the way they should 
go, in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, and 
that the keeping of it holy is the great safeguard of 
children and youth, while imder the care of parents, 
and from the time they leavcf their parents to the 
time when they become parents themselves. The 
proper mode, also, of keeping the Sabbath, in order to 
realize its highest benefits, has been pointed out, and 
the objections answered, which are often made, to the 
keeping of i^ in this way. 

This number wiU exhibit some of the developments 
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of Providence on the Sabbath, by the statement of a 
number of facts, which have been commmiicated to the 
Secretary of the Union, in the course of his journeys 
of more than forty-eight thousand miles, through twen- 
ty-five of the United States. It has not been the ob- 
ject of the writer in this and in previous numbers, in 
all cases, to state facts in the exact words in which 
they were communicated, but to state the sense, 
according to notes taken at the time or soon after- 
wards. 

These facts are not stated to prove that the Sabliath 
is a holy day, or that, as such, men ought to keep it ; 
nor are they stated to lead any to say, " These men 
were sinners above all men because they suffered such 
things ; " but, the divine authority and perpetual ob- 
ligaiions of the Sabbath having, in prevunis numbers, 
been proved by appropriate and conclu^sive evidence, 
these facts are stated because they form a part of the 
history of Providence with regard to the Sabbath, and 
one which is adapted to convey important instruction 
to mankind. Like thousands of other facts, which 
might be mentioned, they serve to illustrate and en- 
force the following truth, viz. : When men, in op- 
position to the known will of God, openly tra^mple 
down a great institution of his appointment, the 06- 
servance of which is essential to the promotion of his 
glory and the welfare of men on a stale of probation, 
he will in his providence so often thwart their plans 
and disappoint their expectations, that for them to 
pursue such a course is not wise. It is not good pol- 
icy for this world. It does not produce a good influ- 
ence on a man's own mind while he pursues it ; and 
it does not work well on his children. It is not the 
best way to obtain property, and receive fh)m it the 
greatest benefit, and it does not end well. 

A son may sometimes increase his possessions f<^ a 
season by robbing his father. But it is not a good 
way, even to get rich. If a man had no h^er 
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object in view than to make money and enjoy it, he 
had better take some other way. Because, such is the 
character of God, and such are the laws of his provi- 
dence, that children who openly and presumptuously 
trample on the rights of their parents, will be more 
likely, than if they were just and kind toward them, 
to be disappomted in this world, and come to a woful 
end. So with the man that tramples on marriage, 
and violates the revealed will of God with regard to 
that sacred institution. He will be less likely than 
he otherwise would be to rise to respectability, use- 
fulness, and bliss, and more likely to become a vaga- 
bond on earth, an outcast from heaven. So with the 
man that tramples on the Sabbath, and desecrates its 
sacred hours to purposes of worldly business, travel- 
ling, or amusement. There are laws of nature and 
of providence, as well as of the Bible, which he can 
neither annul nor evade, and which will tend, in 
many ways, to work out his ruin. It is not wise for 
this world, for men openly and presumptuously to re- 
bel against God. He is too strong for them ; and he 
has too many ways at his command in which he can 
^ow them, and through them diow the universe, 
that the way of transgressors is hard. The same 
principles apply, not only to individuals, but to com- 
munities, to corporations, to states, and to nations. 

The following facts are stated, among multitudes 
of others that might be stated, in illustration of the 
above mentioned truths ; and to impress more deeply 
upon the minds of all who may peruse them, es- 
pecially on the minds of the young, the conviction, 
that obedience to the will of God, revealed in his 
works, his word, and his providence, "is profitable 
unto all things ; having promise of the life that now 
is, and of that which is to come." (1 Tim. 4: 8.) 
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FACTS. 



1. Trk DEAcmr AND HIS YssssL.-*— A deacon 
in — ^ — was engaged in the coasting trade. His 
vessel, in the spring, was ready for sea. For a num- 
ber of days the wind was contrary, and he could not 
get out of the harbor. On the Sabbath, the wind was 
ffldr. Other vessels, that were ready, put to sea. His 
lemained, because it was the Sabbath, and he attend- 
ed church as usual. On several succeedii^ days, 
wind and weather were unfavorable; and he still 
remained in port At length the weather changed ; 
he left the harbor; and no man from that place, in 
the comse of the season,^ made a greats number of 
voyaged, or more profitable ones, th«i he. He did 
not appear to be a loser by remembering the Sabbath 
day uid keeping it holy. 

S. The Boston Mebchant. — He was called to 
Charleston, S. C, in a vessel owned by himself. 
Having finished his business, he was ready to return. 
But the vessel was detained a number of days, by 
contrary winds. On Sabbath morning, the captain 
came to his lodgings, and told him the wind was 
fSur, and that all the wind-bound vessels were getting 
under way. He repUed, " You must not go to sea 
to-day; it is the Sabbath, and I cannot permit my 
vessel to leave the port." The captain r^aonstrated, 
but in vain. The next day the wind was contraryi 
and it was not till Thursday that they could leave 
the harbor. They then took a favonEd)le breeze, and 
were soon wafted to their desired haven. On reach- 
ing Boston, the captain found that not a vessel which 
left on the Sabbath had arrived ; nor did they arrive 
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tin several weeks filter. They encountered a viotoil 
gale : some of them were wrecked ; othecs were blowfi 
off to the West Indies^ and in rarious ways they 
suffered great hardships, dangers, and losses, which, 
had they staid in port on the Sa]|^bath, they might 
have avoided. 

The owner returned by land. When he had arrived 
widiin a few miles of Boston, the Sabbath came. 
He stoj^d and attended public worship. The vil- 
lagers were anxious to know who the stranger was. 
And when they learned, that, after his long absence 
firom his family, he had sto|^d because it was the 
Sabbath, notwithstanding he was so near home, they 
concluded that he must be an upright, honest man, 
with whom it would be safe to do business; and the 
number of his customers from that circumstance, in 
th9t town, ^as greatly increased. In after life, he 
often spoke of it, and remarked that, had he intended 
to promote only his own worldly interest, he could 
not in any way have done it more effectually; for 
afterwards he had a great portion of the town tot his 
customers. 

3. The New York Captain. — Captain 

was in a southern port, with his vessel. He had 
ei^aged a number of passengers for New York, and 
was ready to sail ; but the wind was contrary, aiHl he 
was detained a number of days. On the Sabbath, 
the wind was fair. The other vessels bound to New 
York put to sea. His passengers became very un- 
easy, and urged him to sail. Qe refused, because 
it was the Sabbath. On Monday he sailed. Some 
of his passengers were grumbling all the way, on 
account of their detention a whole day, through the 
superstition, as they called it, of the captain. But 
when they reacted New Ytwrfc, not a vessel that sailed 
Ob ttie Sabbath had arrived. They had encountered 
avioient gale, been driven off far into the Gulf Skeam, 
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and did not anrive till a considerable time afterwards. 
The complainers were ashamed, suid expressed their 
regret to the captain that they had so abused him ; 
while he had new evidence of the wisdom, as well as 
the duty, of not violating the command of God. 

4. The Joseph Stabbuck. — This was a strong 
and beautiful ship. She was towed out of the har- 
bor on the second Sabbath of November, 1842, to be 
taken about thirty miles, and fitted for a four years' 
voyage. About thirty seamen, and five ladies, rela- 
tives of the officers, were on board. Soon after 
crossing the bar, the "wind was contrary, and inr 
creased, till it was necessary to cast anchor, and 
wait till it should abate. Night came, and the wind 
increased to an awful tempest. Few acquainted 
with their condition slept that night. In the mom- 
mg, she was seen about four miles oflf, driven back 
upon the bar, a melancholy wreck. She lay on her 
side, bilged, and full of water, with the wind un- 
abated, and the weather intensely cold. A steam- 
boat put oflf for her relief. As they approached, they 
saw numbers clinging to the icy sails. Others, bare- 
footed, and nearly naked, prepared to plunge into the 
water, should the vessel, as was momentarily expected, 
go to pieces. But through the mercy of the Liord, 
and by the eflforts of their friends, with great difficulty 
and danger, they were all rescued, and brought safely 
into port. " O that men would praise the Liord for 
his goodness, and for his wonderful WOTks to the 
children of men." (Psahn 107: 8, 15, 21, 31.) 

6. The First Chance. — A merchant, on Satur- 
day, asked his friend, when he was going to . 

He said, " To-morrow." " What," said the merchant, 
" on the Sabbath ? " " Yes," he answered ; " a ves- 
sel of firuit has just arrived, and I wish for the first 
chance to purchase for this market" He went on 
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the Sabbath, had the fitst ehance, ptnrcha^ed his fnrit, 
and put it on board a vessel. Bat the vessel got 
aground, was detained a number of days, and much 
of his fruit was lost. Those who started on Monday 
purchased fruit, returned, and sold it before he arrived. 
On his arrival, he was asked how much he had 
gained by taking the Sabbath. His reply was, " I 
have not gained, but lost one hundred dollars ; and I 
am resolved never again to start on business on the 
Sabbath." It would be well should all adopt a simi- 
lar resolution, and before they have made the experi- 
ment ; for " the way of transgressors is hard." (ftov. 
13: 15.) 

6. "A USELESS, soLrrAKT Thing." — A number of 
years ago, a dam was to be erected across a large 
river. The work was difficult, and it proceed^ 
slowly. The owners were fearful that the river 
would rise, and the difficulty be increased before the 
dam would be completed. They therefore continued 
their work, for a number of weeks, on the Sabbath, 
greatly to the annoyance of those who wished to 
keep the day holy. The dam was finished. A large 
mill, with numerous saws, was erected, and nearly 
prepared for operation. But the rain came in great 
abundance, and continued several days. The river 
rose rapidly to ^ great height ; but the dam withstood 
its pressure till the Sabbath. Then the river cut a 
channel around the dam, cairrying away houses, gar- 
dens, mills, and the walls on which they stood, with 
an immense amount of property, forming a chasm 
nearly one hundred feet deep, through which flowed 
the river, and leaving the dam on the other side, in 
the language of an eye-witness, " a useless, solitary 
thing." 

7. No Gain to the Family. — During the late 
war, a gun-ship was to be launched. It was Satur- 
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day, and multitudes assembled to witness the sight. 
A few minutes before the time, die began to move, 
but soon stopped ; and with all their efforts, through 
the day, they could not again start her. The Sab- 
bath came, and all hands were summoned to come 
and get her o£f. One man had a great conflict in his 
mind about working on the Sabbath. But he was 
afraid that, if he should not do it, he would lose his 
place. He had a large family, and he did not know, 
in that case, how he ^ould support them. He there- 
fore went and engaged in such labors as were needful 
for the launching of the ship. While thus employed, 
something from above fell, struck him on his head, 
and killed him. Of course his place was vacated; 
his family were not gainers, and the course which he 
took to provide for them, deprived them ever after of 
his aid. It had been better to have exercised faith in 
God, obeyed his command, and committed himself 
and his family to the gracious care and disposal of 
Him who hath said, '^ They that seek the Lord shall 
not lack any good thing." (Ps. 34 : 10.) 

8. "I SHALL TAKE Care." — "I am determined," 
a man said, <<not again to break the Sabbath. I 
believe that the judgments of Heaven have followed 
me. My sloop got aground,* there was no danger, 
and no necessity, as she was in a safe place, of work- 
ing on the Sabbath. And yet I worked nearly all 
day to get her oflf. I succeeded ; but afterwards she 
grounded again, and I lost a week. In getting into 
the harbor, she was driven ashore again, where she lay 
another week. At length I succeeded in reaching the 
port ; but it was so late in the season that I was fro- 
zen in, and another week was lost. On my return, 
just before I entered the harbor, a heavy easterly gale 
drove me out to sea ; and after a night of dreadful 
suffering and danger, my vessel was driven high and 
dry upon the rocks on the opposite side. She could 
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not be gotten off, and was sold for a mere triiSe. 
Thus, to save a day by working on the Sabbath, I 
lost more than twenty days, lost ray vessel, and came 
near losing my life. I shall take care, in future, how 
I violate the Sabbath." 

9. Nothing lost. -^ The Rev. Mr. E. was going 
down the Ohio River in a steamboat. On Satur- 
day night, he arrived at M., and although strongly 
tempted to go on, as others did, he concluded to 
stop, and went on shore. On the Sabbath, he 
preached. His labors were greatly blessed. Nmn- 
bers were awakened, who afterwards became hope- 
fully pious ; and he will be remembered with grati- 
tude by that people to the end of life. 

Let all good men, when they travel, as well as at 
home, keep the Sabbath day holy ; and as they have 
opportunity, do good, and they will become eminently 
benefactors of mankind. 

Another boat arrived in season, carried him safely 
to his ^lace of destination, and in time to accomplish 
the object of his journey, as well as if he had not 
stopped on the Sabbath. Nothing was lost to him- 
self, while to others his stopping was the occasion of 
mfinite gain. 

10. Eight lost to save two. — Two men started 
from A. to go to C. ; they arrived at D. on Saturday 
night. On Sabbath morning, one appeared to be 
making preparation to prosecute his journey. The 
other reminded him that it was the Sabbath. He 
said he knew it, and did not like to travel ; but he 
was "peculiarly situated.^' He must be at C. by 
such an hour, or he should forfeit two hundred dollars. 
He could not arrive in season without travelling on 
the Sabbath. Of course it was a matter of necessity. 
He must go. He did go. The other stopped and 
kept the Sabbath. Ob Monday, he started and ar- 
rived in safety at O. . 
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A number of cUqrs after, he tmexpectedly met 
his compaaion. '' Ah," said the Sabbath-breaker, <' I 
ought to have stopped, and kept the Sabbath, as you 
did. I got down in season, and saved my two hun- 
dred dolLurs ; but I lost my pocket-book, which had 
in it eight hundred. So I lost eight hundred and 
saved two. I ought to have stopped." 

11. Two CoifPAiaES FBOM New Yoat. — These 
two companies went by way of Philadelphia, Balti- 
more^ and Pittsburg to St. Louis. From that place 
they returned, by way of Chicago and Buffalo, to 
New York. One company unifcmnly stopped on 
the Sabbath. The other often pursued their jour- 
ney, without regard to this day, and were found trav- 
^ing on the Sabbath. 

In several instances, after one company had spent 
the day in travelling, and the other had rested, the 
latter, in the course of the week, passed by the former, 
and arrived first at their place of destination. The 
Sabbath-breakers seemed not to have any advantage, 
as to the distance they travelled, over the Sabbath- 
keepers. But the advantage was manifestly on the 
other side. This was so often and strikingly the 
case, that they all returned with a deeper conviction 
than before of the utility, as well as duty, on a 
journey, of resting on the Sabbath. 

12. A Tbial op four'i^ben Years. — For fourteen 

years, Captain ran a steamboat on the Ohio Canal. 

He uniformly lay by on the Sabbath, while other 
boats were accustomed to run on that as on other 
days. Often, when he started on Monday, he states 
that, in the course of the week, he passed by the 
boats that started on the Sabbadi ; that he ordinarily 
made more trips in the season than they ; and that, 
during the whole fourteen years, it was his opinion 
that he was not detained by accidents or disastersi 
upon an average, an hour in a year. 
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' 13. The Man akd his Mother. — A man and hia 
mother, late in the season, were travelling up the 
Ohio River, on their way to Baltimore. They were 
afraid that the river would freeze up, and concluded, 
on that account, to continue their journey on the 
Sabbath. Another man, who was on board the same 
boat, stopped every Sabbath, and, in the course of the 
journey, six other days to attend to business; and 
yet he arrived in Baltimore as soon as they did. 

Men are dependent upon God; and the race is 
not always to the swift, nor the battle to the strong. 
Let them do right, and God will give them all needed 
success. 

14. The two Canal Boats. — Two canal boats 
vrere owned by one man. He kept them running 
upon the Peimsylvania Canal on the Sabbath, as 
on other days. The reasons for this, which he was 
able and disposed to offer, seemed to satisfy him. 
And so they continued to do, as long as he con- 
tinued to be in health. But when he became sick, 
they lost their power. He denounced them as 
futile ; condemned himself for giving way to them, 
and died, bitterly lamenting his wickedness in 
having siiffered his boats to run, and thus set an 
example not only hurtful to himself, but ruinous to 
those who might follow it. 

Sabbath-breaking gives no comfort on a death bed. 

15. The Statesman's Lamentation. — On one 
of our railroads, a majority of the stockholders were 
opposed to the running of the cars on the Sabbath. 
But a distinguished statesman contended, and with 
great earnestness, that the public good required it. 
He had influence enough with the Board of Directors 
to carry his point. They decided that the cars should 
run, and thus they aided all who wished to break the 
Sabbath by travelling in their cars on that day. Not 

No. 5. 2 
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many years after, as the statesman advanced in years, 
and looked more seriously at himself and his influence 
in relation to eternity, he changed his views. He 
saw and confessed the error of his former course, imd 
lamented the mischief which it had occasioned, and 
was then occasioning, to his fellow-men. If it were 
possible, he said, he would gladly wash it away with 
his tears. But it was too late. Before he could 
counteract the mischief, or induce the directors to 
stop their cars, he was summoned to the bar of God ; 
and notwithstanding his lamentation, the cars which 
he had been instnunental in setting in motion, con* 
tinned to run on the Sabbath, trampling on the rights 
of God, and injuring the souls of men. 

Influence outlives its authors, and blesses or curses 
those who succeed them, long after they are dead. 
Let all bear this in mind, aind especially when tempted 
to do evil. 

16. Starting too soon. — A number of farmers 
started from the upper part of New Hampshire, in the 
winter, with loaded sleighs for Boston. They arrived 
at Concord on Saturday evening. Durii^ the night, 
there was a great thaw. In the morning, the snow 
was very much gone, and was rapidly diminishing. 
A part of them started off with their loads in the rain, 
and waded through the mud and water, during the 
Sabbath. Their progress was dow; their horses 
were fatigued; their harnesses were broken; and a 
va^ety of troubles followed them through the day. 
On Monday, the snow was so much gone, that they 
had to unload and take wagons, where it was much 
more difficult to procure them than it would have 
been at Concord. On their return, they had at this 
place to imload again, and take their sleighs and go 
back the distance which they travelled on the Sab- 
bath, and principally on the bare ground, and wh^e 
wagons would have gone with much greater ease ! 
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Those who stopped and kept the Sabbath, ^i 
Monday, with their teams refrei^ed, took wagons, 
and went on with ease to Boston. They got theii 
loads, and came back to Concord, at much less ex* 
pense than the others. There they found more snow ; 
took their sleighs, and were on their way home 
before the others had arrived. Thus the Sabbath- 
breakers suffered loss of time, and loss of money, and 
-were at much trouble and fatigue, all <rf which might 
have been avoided, if they had not, in their haste, 
started too soon. 

17. Steamboat Disaster. — On Sabbath morning, 
November 21, 1847, ais the steamboat PhoBnix was 
passing up the lake, she was discovered to be on fire. 
It was soon found to be impossible to extinguish the 
flames. The utmost consternation prevailed among 
the passengers. Some plunged into the lake, and 
were drowned; others rushed into the flames, and 
were consumed. On board were three hundred po 
sons, viz., two hundred and seventy-five passengers, 
and twenty-five of the crew. Forty-five, it is stated, 
were saved, and two hundred and fifty-five perished. 
(Detroit Free Press Extra.) They hoped to be 
gainers by travelling on the oabbath ; but they were 
sadly disappointed. Is it said they might have po 
ished had they stopped ? Achnit it ; and how forcible 
is the declaration of Christ, " Watch, therefwe, for ye 
know not what hour your Lfflrd doth come." " There- 
fore be ye also ready; for in such m hour as ye 
think not, the Son of man cometh." (Matt. 34: 
42, 44) 

18. Statement of Hwanr Schoolcraft. — In his 
nanrative of an aaqjedition to the sources of the Mia* 
SPMfippi, Schoolcraft states, "No Sabbath day wa» 
^nployed in travelling. It was laid down as a priii- 
cipla to rest qtl that day ; and whenever it overtook 
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Q8y whether on land or on water, the men knew that 
their labor would cease, and that the day would be 
given to them. Such of them as had an inclination, 
had the further opportunity of hearing a portion of 
the Scriptures read, or expounded, or of uniting in 
other devotional exercises. It may, perhaps, be 
thought that the giving up of one seventh part of 
the time employed on a public expedition in a remote 
region, and with many men to subsist, must have, in 
thjs ratio, increased the time devoted to the route. 
But the result was far otherwise. The time devoted 
to recruit the men replenished them with strength. 
They commenced the week's labors with renewed 
zest. And this zest was in a measure kept up by 
the reflection that the ensuing Sabbath also would be 
a day of rest. It was found, by computing the whole 
route, and comparing the time employed with that 
which had been devoted on simikr routes in this 
part of the world, that an equal space had been gone 
over in less time than it had ever been known to be per- 
formed by loaded canoes, or by light canoes, before." 
The Sabbath was not designed, and the keeping of 
it holy is not adapted, on the whole, to hinder men, 
but to help them, in the prosecution of their worldly 
business. 

19. The Father and his Son. — Mr. was a 

man distinguished for his disregard of the Sabbath. 
He often employed his men to carry on his business 
as on other days. On a certain Sabbath morning, he 
had laid out his business for the day ; but while eat- 
ing his breakfast, a bone lodged in his throat, and 
caused his death. His son followed his example. 
He visited his farms, examined the state of the cattle, 
and in various ways desecrated the Lord's day. One 
Sabbath morning, as he was on his way to hio £arm, 
an assassin waylaid and killed him. Not long before 
this, he was visited by a Sabbath-keeping friend, who, 
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ekeening the widkedness of his people, ariced hiai 
why he did not build a churoh, and have his people 
attend public woiehip, adding, << I should be afhud to 
Uve among them, lest they should murder me.'' 

Not long after, he was murdered, and the assaaenii 
was hung. Thus were two men ushered into etemi* 
ty for want of that moral influenoe and Christian in* 
struction which the Sabbath day, with its means o{ 
grace, is adapted to impart; and for the want of 
which, multitudes, every year, are brought to an xm^ 
timely grave. 

20. Sabbath-bbxuuvg and CBi]iB.-r— A distill* 
guished gentleman of the bar, who has long been ex^ 
tensively engaged in the business of courts, — himself 
a member of no Christian church, but exemplary in 
his deportment, and free from all outward vices, — re- 
marked that he did not recollect a case of a criminal, 
found guilty in a court of justice, who was not an ha* 
bitual Sabbath-breaker. He knew of no one things 
in which criminals were so universally agreed, as 
in their disregard of the Sabbath. And he added, 
" There is no moral integrity in a Sabbath-breaker.'' 

A distinguished police officer, of long experience, 
in determining in lui own mind whether persons sus- 
pected of crimes were guilty or not, was accustomed, 
he says, to inquire, first of all, " How do they spend 
the Sabbath?" If he found that they spent it in 
dissipation and amusement, he prosecuted his inquiries 
with vigor, expecting, from extensive observation, 
that he should find tbem to be guilty. What, then, 
are the men doing who break the Sabbath or induce 
others to do it ? Undermining their moral integrity, 
increasing their liability to the conunission of crimes, 
and warring agajnst the great interests of man. 

91. FiFTESN YotTNo MuN. — At a respectable 
hoatding-hou^e in New York, a nmnber of years ago, 
2* 
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fifteen young men. Six of them nnifonnly ap- 
peared at the br^ikfast table on Sabbath mommg, 
shaved, dressed, and prepared, as to their apparel, for 
attendance on public worship. They also all actually 
attended, both forenoon and afternoon. All became 
highly respected and useful citizens. The other nine 
were ordinarily absent from the breakfast table on 
Sabbath morning. At noon, they appeared at the din- 
ner table, shaved and dressed in a decent manner. In 
the afternoon, they went out, but not ordinarily to 
church ; nor were they usually seen in any place of 
public worship. One of them is now living, and in a 
peputable employment ; the other eight became open- 
ly vicious. All failed in business, and are now dead. 
Several of them came to an untimely and awfully tra- 
gical end. 

Many a man may say, as did a worthy and opulent 
citizen, " The keeping of the Sabbath saved me." It 
will, if duly observed, save all. In the language of 
Jits Author, " They shall ride upon the high places of 
the earth," and he will feed them with the heritage 
of his people. 

22. Afraid to follow their Example. — A man 
asked his neighbor why he did not follow the example 
of certain persons who had ceased to support the gos- 
pel, and withdrawn from public worship. He said, << I 
am afraid to do it." " Afraid ! What do you mean by 
that ? " "I have for a long time," said he, " been ac- 
customed to observe the condition of the men who 
take that course ; and when I see how generally and 
rapidly, from that time, they go downward, / am 
afraid to follow their exampleJ^ "Them that honor 
me I will honor, and they that despise me shall be 
lightly esteemed." (1 Samuel 2: 30.) 

23. The reckless Man. — A man who was reck- 
lem with regard to the means of gracei professed to 
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believe that it was not wicked to disregard the Sab- 
bath. One time, when he heard of a person being 
killed by lightning, while at work on this day, he was 
particularly profane, and defied the Almighty to try 
his lightning on him. He was afterwards at work in 
the woods, and there came up a thunder shower. He 
started for home, and as he came out into the field, 
the lightning struck him, making two holes through 
his hat, scathing in a shocking manner his breast and 
diflFerent parts of his body, and passed off at his feet. 
He fell to the earth, and for a time was senseless. 
He afterward revived, and was able to get to his home. 
" There," said a distinguished and excellent man, 
who gave the writer this account, " I saw him : he 
is still alive. But whenever a thunder storm is com- 
ing, he begins to feel a burning sensation throughout 
his body, which, as the storm increases, becomes so 
intense, that they are obliged to keep him covered 
with water, till the shower subsides, in order to miti- 
gate his torment." 

24. Cheating the Lord. — A man in Massachu- 
setts, regardless of the Sabbath, had been engaged on 
this day in gathering in his grain. He afterwards 
remarked to his neighbor, that he had fairly cheated 
the Lord out of one day. But on Tuesday of that 
week, his barn was struck with lightning, and with 
its contents was consumed. 

It is not so easy to cheat the Lord as some men 
imagine ; nor is it in the end so profitable. He who 
made the eye, shall he not see ? he who made the ear, 
shall not he hear ? and he who has the universe at 
his disposal, shall he not maintain his rights and vin- 
dicate his honor ? If not now, will he not hereafter ? 
Though for a time he let his enemies prosper, though 
they set their mouth against the heavens, and say, 
" Where is the promise of his coming ? " yet in due 
time will he come. And for every idle word which 
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men have spokeQ, he will call them to gire aecomit. 
(Matt. 2:36.) 

25. Listen to him. — In a seaport town, notice was 
given that a distinguished preacher would dcJiver a 
discourse on the observance of the Sabbath. A large 
congregation assembled, and the preacher, after the 
usual introductory exercises, named his text, and 
seemed about to proceed, when he suddenly leaned 
down upon the pulpit^ and remained silent. The 
audience supposed that he was unwelL But he soon 
rose up, and said, "B^^fore entering on my discourse, 
I will relate an anecdote. It is fifteen years since 
I was last in this place of worship. The occasion 
was then the same which has now brought us 
together. Among those who then assembled were 
three young mcn^ who came for the purpose of 
insulting and abusing the preacher* They had stones 
in their pockets to throw at himj as he stood in the 
pulpit. They listened for a time, when one of them 
saidj ' Throw.' * Stop/ said another ; * let us first see 
what he will make of this point.' His curiosity was 
soon satisfied, and he said, * Confound him, it is as 1 
expected: now throw,' But the third interposed, and 
said, they had better give up their design^ and not 
do any thing, At this, the other two took offence^ 
and left the house. This one remaiued to the close 
of the service. Now, mark," said the preacher, with 
strong emotion, "what was the fate of these young 
men. The first was hanged for forgery. The 
second is now lying in the jail, in this city, under 
sentence of death for murder. The third,^* said the 
preacher, as he wiped the great drops from his face, 
" is he who is about to address yon. Listen to 
him.'' 

Must not every heart in that immense congregation 
have been ready to echo, " Listen to him" ? One m 
taken and others are left ; and prominent among the 
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influences that work these opposite results is the dif- 
ference in their treatment of the Sabbath. The due 
observance of it is a savor of life unto life ; the 
desecration of it, of death unto death. 

26. Vessels in the Mississippi. — With adverse 
winds, against a strong current, and with many difficul- 
ties, a number of vessels were trying to ascend the Mis- 
sissippi. The Sabbath came, and the men on board 
one of these vessels ceased their eflForts, and lay by 
through the day. The others continued their efforts. 
All hands were employed, hoping thereby the sooner 
to r^ach New Orleans. On Monday, the vessel that 
lay by started again, with all hands refreshed and in- 
vigorated by their day of rest. Before their arrival, 
she passed the others, was the first to reach the city, 
with her men in high spirits ; while the others were 
lagging behind, with their men jaded and worn out, 
for want of rest. He who has the winds in his fists, 
and the waters in the hollow of his hand, has not com- 
manded men to rest from their worldly employments 
on the Sabbath for the purpose of hindering them, or 
in any way doing them hurt ; but for the purpose of 
aiding them, and promoting their success in all their 
lawful and proper concerns. Those who rebel against 
wise and good arrangements despise their own mercies. 

27. Making Haste to be rich. — A young man 
in New England, of industrious habits, and a strong 
desire to be rich, let himself to work by the month, to 
a former in the neighborhood. Six days in a week he 
labored for his employer, and on the seventh he la- 
bored for himself, on a piece of land which he owned 
in the vicinity. He hoped in this way to gain prop- 
erty faster than he could by resting on the Sabbath. 
He sowed his field with grain. It grew finely, and 
he expected an abundant crop. In harvest time, he 
procured iissistanee, and went out on a certain Sab- 
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bafli to leap it, and put it inta a stack id the field. 
They brought it together, and there was the appear- 
ance of a stont. It began to thonder and lighten. 
They made haste ; bat he{ote they could so stack as 
to secure it, the rain came. They ran for home. 
Bat they had not gotten oat of the field when the 
lightning struck the stack, and the grain was con- 
sumed. '^ He that maketh haste to be rich shall not 
be innocent." (Prov. 28 : 30.) 

28. He was afraid. — A gentleman in Boston 
wished to go to London to attend a great sale of 
goods which was advertised to take place on a certain 
specified day. The steamer in which he wished to 
go was to leave on the Sabbath. That he knew 
was wrong, and he did not like to go in her. But he 
was afraid, that, should he wait for another opportu- 
nity, or take a packet, he would not arrive in season 
to attend the sale ; so, notwithstanding his reluctance, 
he took the steamer, and left Boston on the Sabbath. 
Soon they were enveloped in fog, and exposed to 
great danger. The boat broke her machinery, and 
they were detained a number of days. The voyage 
was long and tedious, and he did not arrive in London 
till the sale was past, nor as soon by a number of 
days as he might have done, had he waited and 
taken the packet, which sailed on a week day. 
When men do what they know to be wrong for the 
sake of making money, they are often disappointed, 
and find it to be bitterness in the end. '^ A prudent 
man foreseeth the evil, and hideth himself; but the 
sunple pass on, and are punished." (Prov. 22.) 

29. TwEirTT-FiTE PER CENT. LOST. — A gentleman, 
living in a large city, dealt extensively in the article 
of pressed hay. At one time, there was a very great 
scarcity, and of course the article was very high. 
A vessel loaded with hay arrived at the wharf on 
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Babb^tth mcmiing. Had it been on ^ihy other day, 
^s man would havfe been there, among the firsts 
anxious to buy. But as it was the Sbbbath, he did 
*iot appear, but staid at home, kept the Sabbath, and 
attended chutch as usual. A number of his neigh- 
bors rallied around the vessel, and bought the hay, 
tiiK^gh at a very high price. Soon after, knowing 
the high price of hay, a number of other vesseb 
arrived, with hay equally good. The market being 
partially supplied, it was sold at a much lower price^ 
and those who bought their hay on the Sabbath lost 
u^n it about twenty-five per t^ent. It is often best 
to make haste slowly^ 

30. Unreasokable IftRiTATtoir. — A man of great 
weakh and influence became exceedingly angry with 
certain of his neighbors^ on account of their efforts 
to promote a better observance of the Lord's day. 
He violently opposed them, and such was his great 
influence, that he was successful. Their efforts were 
counteracted, and failed to accomplish much of the 
good which they hiad hoped. Not long after, this 
man becwne exceedingly unhappy. Without any 
apparent cause, he was distressed. His appetite 
failed ; his sleep departed ; he could get scarcely any 

I rest, day or night. He became emaciated, and finally 

apparently insane. The account which he gave of 
himself was, that the hand of the Lord had smitten 
him, because of his profanation of the Sabbath, and 
of his opposition to those who were making efforts 
to promote its observance. 

Sabbath desecration, for a time, in health can be 
borne, and sometimes is a source of present pleasure ; 

• but at the last, like known sin of every sort, it bites 

like a serpent and stings like an adder. Multitudes 
have closed life lamenting, with exceedingly bitter 
lamentation, their desecration of this holy day, 
while n<Hie are known to experience joy from it in 

/ death. 
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31. Card Plating and Skokino. — A number of 
young men went out, on the Sabbath, to a bam be- 
longing to a large stage tavern, for the purpose of 
playing at cards. After playing for a considerable 
time, smoking cigars, and carousing, the bam was 
discovered to be on fire. Great efforts were made to 
save it, but all to no purpose. The fire raged with 
great fury, and the bams, out-houses, tavern, stage- 
coaches, horses, and numerous other things, were 
destroyed. They had a sort of momentary pleasure 
in their Sabbath day sports, but it was bitterness in 
the end ; and one of the condemning traits of Sab- 
bath-breaking is its wofully dismal end. 

32. The Governor's Reply. — The governor of 
one of the United States, the Saturday after he came 
into office, was asked, by his Qook, how many plates 
he should put upon the table, for guests, on the Sab- 
bath. The governor replied, " I do not have guests 
on the Sabbath." The cook then inquired, " What 
will your excellency have for dinner to-morrow ? " 
The governor replied, " We will have cold what is 
cooked to-day. I attend public worship on the Sab- 
bath, and I wish to have you attend too." 

33. Discussion op the Bishops. — A number of 
bishops and elders of the churches were on their 
way together to attend an ecclesiastical meeting. 
On Saturday, they discussed the question whether 
it would be right for them to continue their journey 
on the Sabbath. It appeared to them to be exceed- 
ingly important that they should be present at the 
opening of the meeting, but they thought that they 
could not, unless they should travel on the Sabbath. 
A part of them stopped and kept the day holy. The 
other part concluded that, as they were on the Lord's 
business, they might continue their journey on the 
Lord's day. They did so. But they did not arrive 
at the place of meeting so soon as the others by 
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about fifteen houra Ther^ was no mifacle in thiii; 
but there w^ce laws which God has establi^ed ; and 
there was proyidence oyer which he presides^ aild 
which he controls* And there were events which 
they could neith^ foresee, withstand, nor erade, 
which hindered them and carried the others forward 
b^ore th6m to their place of destination. 

34. Boat or no Boat. — Two gentlemen were at 
a distance from home, and both were anxious to re- 
turn as soon as practicable. A steamboat, on which 
they might go, was to start on Sabbath morning. 
One of the men was determined to go in her, and he 
srtjrongly urged his companion to accompany him ; but 
he refused, because it was the Sabbath day. The 
other repeated his solicitations ; but he still refused, 
saying that it was contrary to his principles to trard 
on the Sabbath. "But what is the use," said hk 
companion, " of being so particular, and losing a good 
opportimity ? No one knows when another boat wiU 
go, and you may have to stay here, nobody knows 
how long;" " Well," ^said the man, " boat or no. boat, 
I will not go on the Sabbath." So they parted. One 
went on board the boat, and soon after she left the 
wharf, the boiler burst, and he was killed. Nothing 
was gained by him in leaving on the Sabbath, and 
nothing lost by his companion in consequence of his 
inflexible determination, boat or no boat, to refrain 
from its violation. 

35. Four touno Men. — One of them deter- 
mined to go to a stream of water, at a distance, on 
the Sabbath, and bathe. His friends dissuaded him, 
and induced him to accompany them to public wor* 
sdiip. After service, however, without the knowledge 
of his friends, he went to the river, and was after- 
wards found in the water, dead. 

Another went on Sabbadi aft^moooi to bring horai 
No. 5. 3 
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die cows. On his way, he came to a creek, and went 
in to bathe. After wading some distance frcnn the 
shore^ he saw, or thought he saw, a large snake com- 
ing after him, and he ran with the utmost haste 
toward the shore. His feet became entangled in a 
thicket of weeds, and he fell on his face into the wa- 
ter and was drowned, although the water there, when 
he stood upright, was not up to his chin. 

A third took his gun, and went out on the Sabbath 
to shoot some game. On his way he came to a fence. 
He put over the gun, keeping hold of the top of it 
with his hand ; and while getting over himself, his 
gun unexpectedly went off, shot him through the 
body, and killed him. His expected pleasure in hunt- 
ing vanished as a dream when one awaketh. 

A fourth stole some powder on the Sabbath, and 
put it into his pocket. He afterwards put into the 
same pocket part of a cigar which he had been smok- 
ing. The powder exploded, and he was so burnt 
that he died the next evening. 

36. It seemed to vanish. — What seemed to van- 
ish ? The property of a man who was noted for his 
disregard of the Sabbath. He worked on this as on 
other days, and required those whom he employed 
to do the same. He finally went so far that he would 
not hire a man unless he would work on the Sabbath. 
He was active and enterprising, and acquired a laj^e 
property. He owned a sloop, and went in her up the 
river, by which he lived, to a distant place. Having 
finished his busmess, he set out on Sabbath morning 
to return. The wind was high, the water rough, and 
in changing the sails he was knocked overboard. He 
sank, but rose again, and cried loudly for help. They 
heard him also calling upon God, and beseeching him, 
whose day he had desecrated, to have mercy upon 
him ; but before they could stop the vessel and get 
back to him he had sunk, and it was a number of days 
before his body was found. Said his friend, in relat- 
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ing this case, *^ After his decease, his great houses went 
mto other hands, and his prc^rty seemed to vanish." 

37. Ths iNrmEL and his Horses. —* An infidel 
was the owner of a large numher of horses. He had 
been engaged for many years in extensire business, 
and had obserred the effects of working horses six 
days in a week only, and also the effects of working 
them seven. Some of his acquaintances were making 
special efforts to promote the observance of the Sab- 
Imth. He favored their object, and aided them in 
their efforts. They maintained that the Bible requires 
men to keep the Sabbath. He said he did not know 
about that ; he did not know much about the Bible ; 
but one thing he knew—" Horses require a Sabbath, 
and they cannot live and be healthy without. They 
must have a day of rest, or they will be sickly, weak, 
and will soon die." So say the facts ; and also that 
horses which are permitted to rest one day in a week, 
according to the command of God, will, in the course 
of their lives, do more work, and in a better manner, 
than those can do that are kept at work the whole 
seven. The nature of man and beast requires obedi- 
ence, on the part of man, to the c<»nmand of his 
Maker ; and in obeying it he will find great reward. 

38. Three Weeks' Experiment. — In constructing 
a canal through one of the United States, the work- 
men on one part of it uniformly rested from their la-^ 
bors on the Sabbath. At one time, however, as they 
went forward with their work, they came to a point 
where it was thought by the director that it would 
be needful to let in the water in about three weeks. 
Fearing that the necessary work would not be done, 
he gave orders not to stop on the Sabbath, but to 
keep both men and teams at work. The first week, 
as related by a man emjdoyed in the work, things 
went on weU, and they made good progress. Before 
the close of the second week, men and teams begaa 
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etrickn^ to faher, fbor went of the day of rest and re- 
fredment to which they had been accustomed. They, 
however, continued their labors through the second 
Sabbath, as they had done through the first By the 
close of the third week they were so jaded and worn 
out that they could not do in a day what they had 
b«en accustomed to accomplish with ease ; and the 
man gxsre it as his opinion that they had not accom- 
plished, in those three weeks, as much as they wcTuld 
have accomplished had they continued, as before, to 
rest on the Sabbath. What, then, would be their 
condition, should they continue to work on the Sab- 
bath for three months, and through the year ? 

When the French atheists, for the sake of banishing 
from the French mind the idea of a God, decreed 
that their periods of labor should be ten days each, 
instead of six, — after trying it, the French farmers 
became very much dissatisfied with it. They said 
it injured their cattle. And it was found that neither 
men nor beasts could do as much work on that plan 
as they couM on the plan of divine appointment. 

39. TRAVELLmEis FROM THE Pacitic. — A uumber 
of men who had been engaged in the fur trade, trav- 
elled from Oregon to St. Louis. For some weeks, 
they travelled without regard to the Sabbath, and 
without any day of rest. The men became fatigued, 
enfeebled, and sickly. They were obliged to stop. 
They were apprehensive tiiat they should not suc- 
ceed ki accomplishing their journey. After consul- 
taition, they concluded to rest every Sabbath. They 
did so* Their health became better. Their strength 
waft increased. They made greater progress, and 
with less fatigue, and were all convinced that one 
^x>minent cause of their former difficulty was their 
want of rest " Indeed, '* said an old man of eighty, 
who was himself one of the company, " I do not 
believe, if we had not altered our course, that we 
^ouid hwTB reached St Louis." However that 
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might have been, one thing wa» certain — they had 
{nractical demonstration that the Sabbath was made 
for man, not as a day of secular business, or trarel- 
ling, but as a day of rest ; and that in devoting it to 
its appropriate use, men are gainers. 

A number of loaded teams, on a certain occasion, 
started from Baltimore for Providence. A part of 
them lay by on the Sabbath, and the other part trav- 
elled every day in the week. The former were the 
first to arrive in Providence, and with their teams 
in much better order than were the teams of their 
neighbors. 

The number, variety, and uniformity of such facts 
show conclui^vely that the foundation for the Sab- 
bath is laid in the natiure of things ; and that when 
God commands men to remember it, and keep it 
holy, he only requires what their own nature demands; 
and that when he forbids men, on this day, to em|doy 
in worldly business their beasts of burden, he does it 
for their good. It is saying, in the kindest and most 
emphatic manner, " Do thyself no harm." 

40. Six Days and seven. — A young man estab- 
lished himself in one of our {principal cities in the 
business of a j^ysician. He was told, by a friend, 
that his earnings, by needful attention to the sick on 
the Sabbath, he ought not to lay up for himself, but 
he ought to devote them to charitable objects. He, 
however, Uiought it not best to do so, and he put 
th^n in with his other earnings. He had a good 
run of business, and for a time prospered. But there 
was a change, and he failed, lost his property, and 
was still in debt beyond his ability to pay. He, 
however, continued the business of his fMrofession, 
but changed his course with regard to his earnings 
on the Sabbath. lostead of appropriating them to 
hi» own use, as before, he devoted them to charitable 
objects. He paid off his debts, acquired a handsome 
3* 
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property, and- when he related to the -writer the above 
ftcts, wa9 in business whidh was worth to him ser- 
eral thousand dollars a year. In his vicinity, he said, 
were two brothers, who started in good business about 
the same time. One of them followed it diligently 
six dfcys in a week, the other seven. The latter 
fkiled, and lost all ; the other continued to do well, 
and is still in im>8perous business. 

Through the whole street in which the ph3rskkui 
above mentioned lives, embracing a large number of 
business establis^mients, ev^ry man who has jHX)se- 
cuted his business on the Sabbath has failed ; while 
others, who confined their efforts to six days in a 
week, have succeeded, and are doing well. 

41. The BtJFFALo Schooneh. — A schooner lay 
at Buflfklo. Her papers were made out, and her cargo 
was ready on Saturday night. On Sabbath moming 
before she Ifeftthe harbor, a gentleman went on board, 
to distribute among the sailors religious books. They 
treated him with scorn, and harshly dtove him from 
the vessel. He went away, and prepared a letter to 
be delivered to them on their return. But they never 
returned; They met a tremendous storm, ran into 
port, and oast anchor, but were driven out s^ain into 
the lake, and were afterwards not heard of. The 
vessel was found blown upon the beach, but nothing 
was heard of the men. They had, probably, all 
found a watery grave ; which, had they remained in 
the harbor of Buffalo till Monday, they might have 
escaped. 

42. TiiE THRE-fi Vessels. — They were all, at a 
certain time, during' the war of the United States with 
Gh-eat Kritain, in the same harbor, and were bound to 
the same port. They were loaded and ready for 
sea; Two of them sailed on the Sabbath; the other 
waited tiir M<>nday. She had a good voyage, and 
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arrived in her destined port a number of day« befoiid 
the others. Tfaey sold her cargo to great advantage, 
loaded again, and returned in safety. The othei:^, 
not arriving till the market was paortially supplied, 
could not do as well. They, however, sold their caiv 
goes, and loaded again. But on their return, they 
were both taken by the enemy. The owner of the 
other vessel^ in relating the above to the writer, 
expressed: a strong conviction, after many years' 
experience, that men are not ordinarily losers by 
keepit^ the Sabbath. Extended and long-continued 
observation has led multitudes to the same c<mclu- 
sion* If no vessel left a harbor on the Sabbath, it 
W4)uld, it is believed, greatly promote the benefit of all. 

43. The Parmer aitd his Men. — A wealthy 
faxm^ was aociestomed to send his hay to maricet by 
water- When his sloop returned, the latter part of 
the week, he would, if posi^ble, have her loaded so 
as to start on the Sabbath. He seemed to make his 
©aJculations in order to keep his men at work. For 
a time he prospered, and acqnked property. It, how- 
eve», afterwards began to diminish. One thing after 
anotiier worked against him, and occasioned losses, 
till, without any great calamity, or surprising judg- 
ments, he became poor. He strove with all his might 
to avoid poverty ; but it came up<m him. He laid 
out great ^ans, but they did not succeed ; while his 
neighbors, with apparently fewer facilities for the 
acquisition of property than he had, but who confined 
their efibrts to the time which God had made for this 
purpose, continued to prosper. " The blessing of the 
Lord maketh rich, arid he addeth no sorrow with 
it." (Prov. 10: 22.) . 

44r " Yon WEB® RIGHT, ANI> I WAS WROWO." — A 

gentleman at the south had engaged a New England 
meehwaic to build him a* caniage. Bd^oto it wair 
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mechanic lived. On Sabbath morning, he sent him 
a note, saying, that, as he must leave eariy on Mon- 
day morning, he wished to see him, and make some 
amusements about the carriage. The mechanic, 
knowing that he was a highnspirited man, apinre- 
bended that if he should not see him, he would be 
offended ; and that he might not take the carriage. 
As he was a man of great wealth and influence, he 
might injure his business in the part of the country 
where he lived. He, however, had adopted and acted 
on the [Nrinciple of not attending to any secular 
business on the Sabbath. He therefore determined 
to adhere to his former practice, and risk the conse* 
quences. He sat down and wrote the gentleman a 
note, acknowledging the receipt of his, and inform- 
ing him that it was not his practice to transact 
business on the Sabbath, and that he could not see 
him for that purpose, but that -tie would see him as 
early as he might wish on Monday morning. Early 
on Monday morning, the gentleman called. But in- 
stead of being angry, as the mechanic feared, he met 
him kindly, and politely apologized for his troubling 
him with the note on the Sabbath, saying, " You, 
sir, were right, and I was tortrng." He did his 
business, took the carriage, and became his special 
friend. He was a man of discernment, and he evi- 
dently respected the mechanic the more for his prin- 
ciples, and his decision in doing what he thought to 
be right. The mechanic prospered, and became a 
man of wealth. 

^' Trust in the Lord, and do good ; so shalt thou 
dwell in the land, and verily thou shalt be fed." 
(Psalm 37: 3.) 

46. They all vailed. — In the town of , it 

was customary for the men who were engaged in 
certain kinds of business to continue their operations 
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through the Sabbath. They contended that it was 
necessary, and that the good of the ctHnmimity re- 
quired it. The business was hicrative ; and yet eveary 
man engaged in it failed. Many lost not only their 
property, but their character. Sereral of them aban« 
doned their families, and absconded. One went on 
board a steamboat, which took fire and was consumed. 
Most of the passengers were lost, and be was ne^er 
afterwards heard of. 

46. The powBienTL tourq Man. — A young man 
of great bodily strength, intellectual vigor, and capor 
city for business, was so eager to get rich, that he ea* 
gaged in a concern where, in his own estimation and 
that of his employers, it was needful to work on. the 
Sabbath. For a time he prospered, and his profits 
answered his expectations. But he broke his leg 
very badly, and was for a considerable time confined 
on expense. He, however, recovered, and returned to 
his business. He prosecut«i it with industry and 
skill, till he obtained property enough to become a 
partner in the concern. But not long afterwards, the 
company failed, and he lost not only all that he put 
in, iut, being responsible for the debts, he lost his 
whole estate, except a little which he contrived to 
turn into money. He then removed to a new and 
distant part of the country, bought a farm, and 
commenced life again. It was suggested to him, by 
a friend, that perhaps some of his calamities had 
come upon him in consequence of working on the 
Sabbath, and that, as he was now beginning in a 
new place and a new employment, he had better 
change his habit. But, as many others do, he ridi- 
culed the idea, and continued, as befwre, to wwk on 
the Sabbath. He was industrious and economical. 
Hi» property again increased ; but in one year, his 
finest cow and six other cattle died. Two of his horses 
woBo killed. AfterwaJodSi owi&g^ it is supiK^sed, to hm 
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great and unremitted exertions, he lost the use of his 
limbs ; and he now sits from day to day hel^dess, 
not able eren to feed himself, and jdependent upon 
his friends for his daily bread. He looks back with 
regret upon the course which he has pursued, and 
acknowledges that in his calamities God is just. 

47. Not rc adt. — A man who had no special need 
of any extraordinary amount of property, was never- 
theless exceedingly anxious to obtain it. He labored 
with uncommon diligence and success. When he 
thought he could be a gainer, he did not scruple to 
occupy the Sabbath. In the midst of life, health, 
and {NTOsperity, a friend admonished him of the evil 
of hii9 course, and urged him to abandon it. He said 
he knew that it was wrong to work on the Sabbath, 
that he had often thought of it, and that he meant to 
give it up. His friend replied, that he had better 
give it up now. But he was not ready. And before 
be got ready, he was attacked with a violent disease, 
and suddenly died. What became of his property is 
not known, but it is plain that his Sabbath day gains 
were to him of no lasting advantage. 

.• 

48. Qui facit per alium facft per se. — A man 
in large business was accustomed regularly to rest 
on the Lord's day, and to attend public worship. 
But he as regularly kept a number of men at work, 
who were engaged in his employment. He was re- 
proved for his inconsistency, and told that he was 
doing great injury to his fellow-men. He acknowl- 
edged that it was not right, and gave ezKSOuragement 
that he would change his course. He, however, still 
continued, till his affairs became very much embar- 
rassed ; and, finally, his whole establishment, houses, 
lands, and all, were sold to pay his debts. Men are 
accountable, not merely for what they do themsdves, 
but also for what they lead others to do, who are 
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under their control. Owners of steamboats, directors 
of railroads, agents of manufactories, who themselves 
rest on the Sabbath, and sit quietly in the house 
of God, but who permit others, in their employ, 
to run their conveyances, or pursue their business, are 
as really guilty, and expose themselves to divine re- 
buke as much as if they did 'this business themselves. 
Though they may escape the condemnation of 
men, they cannot escape the righteous retribution of 
God. 

49. Nine Stagemen. — We have the names, sajrs 
a writer, of nine stagemen, all of whom, except one, 
have pursued their occupation in the same section of 
country, and were often reproved for violating the 
Sabbath, but to no apparent benefit, for they refused 
to let their horses rest on that day. 

Long since they have all been bankrupts, and some 
of them over and over again ; a few are dead ; a 
few, it is hoped, have repented and found mercy ; and 
a number are strolling about without character or 
friends. 

50. Three Experiments. — A company of fur 
traders started in their canoes, from Mackinaw, for the 
upper end of Lake Superior. A part of them sailed 
without regard to the Sabbath, and made what prog- 
ress they could, by working hard seven days in a 
week. The others sailed only six days, and uni- 
formly rested on the Sabbath. The latter arrived 
at their place of destination about half a day sooner 
than the former. The next time they went, they 
made the same experiment ; and the Sabbath-breakers 
did not arrive till about a day and a half after the 
others. Still they were not convinced that it was 
best to rest on the Sabbath; and they tried the 
experiment the third time. Then the diflference 
between them and the Sabbath-keepers was greater 
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stflL In Tiew of the abore facts, and after haring 
thus made the experiment for three successive years, 
they gave up, and all agreed to confine their sailing 
in future to six days, and to rest on the Sabbath. 
They did so, and experienced, as they believed, great 
benefit from the chaoige. 

51. Two Men and their Wini>-mii.ls. — lir. A. 
was the owner of a wind-^nill. His custom was, 
without regard to days, to grind when the wind blew. 
His excuse was, that this was needful to supply the 
people with bread ; and, of course, it was a work of 
necessity. 

But after he became a pious man, he did not be- 
lieve this. He recollected that he was conmianded 
to keep the Sabbath day holy, and not to do any 
work, even if the wind did blow ; and that work in 
a wind-mill was not excepted. He therefore, confined 
his grinding to the six working days, and devoted the 
Sabbath to the worship of God and the dischai^e 
of spiritual duties. He who holds the winds in his 
fists, so ordered things, that none of his customers 
sufiered for want of bread. In the course of the year, 
be ground as much as he had done before ; and in all 
respects, as he himself stated, he seemed to be, as to 
bis worldly affairs, in a more prosperous condition. 

Another man tried the same experiment, and uni- 
formly abstained from running his mill on the Sab- 
bath. He acquired property, and was highly esteemed 
for his good character. He afterwards sold his prop- 
erty, and removed into the city. There he engaged 
in the business of a baker; and, to supply his customers 
with new bread, worked on the Sabbath. His wife 
sickened and died, he lost his property, lost his char- 
acter, became openly vicious, a!nd died a vagabcmd. 

52L '<He shall not have vt Monet."-— An aged 
man of large {»rop^ty, extensive observation^ and 
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much experience, was applied to, by an industriotis 
mechanic, for a loan of money. The man said he 
•would consider of it, and let him know. In the 
mean time, he inquired of an acquaintance with re- 
gard to the business and habits of the young man. 
The man represented him as in good business, and- 
very industrious, and added, I do not know but one 
thing against him. " What is that ? " said the old 
man. He replied, " He sometimes works on the Sab- 
bath." TTie old man answered, "£Zc shanH have 
my moneyJ*^ He was industrious and in good busi- 
ness. But the old man had lived long enough to 
know that it would not answer to lend money to a 
Sabbath-breaker. It would be unsafe. Not long 
after, the old man learnt that the young man had 
(iedled, and he had new evidence of what he had 
often witnessed before — that it is not safe to lend 
money to a man who works on the Sabbath. 

63. "Not send him to the Sabbath School."' — 
A poor woman had a son. She offered to give him 
to one of her neighbors, and urged him to take him ; 
and she said that he might do any thing he pleased 
with him, only "wo/ send him to the Sahbath school^* 
The man took the boy. He was not sent to the 
Sabbath school. Yet he must be somewhere. And 
if boys, on the Sabbath, are not occupied in what is 
good, they will be peculiarly exposed to be employed 
in what is bad. He took a boat, and attempted to 
cross the river above a mighty cataract. The cur- 
rent was too rapid and strong. After passing out 
into the sriver, he found himself going down the 
stream. He turned the boat, and pulled for the shore. 
For a time, it himg in suspense, whether he would 
succeed or be carried over and plunged into the 
awful gulf below. They saw him from the shore 
struggling for his life, but they could not help 
him. For a moment he seemed to gain, and then 
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to lose. His strength became more exfaanstedy and 
the current more rapid, till he saw that he was 
going. He plunged into the water, and with his 
boat made the awful leap orer the mighty cataract 
into the yawning gulf below, and was seen no 
more. Had he been in the Sabbath school, or, as l^ 
should have been, engaged in the appropriate duties 
of the Sabbath, he had escaped this awfid death* 

64. " Will not bun on the Sabbath." — On 
one of the canals in the United States was built a 
large and splendid boat. They called her by the 
name of a very conscientious and pious lady in the 
neighborhood, and said that she dhould run on the 
Sabbath. They loaded her, and sent her off to mar- 
ket. On her way, it was needful to pass down a 
long inclined plain. As she with her heavy load 
was descending, the chains broke, and down she 
went, with awful violence, to the bottom. Such was 
the pressure of the water, that the embankment of the 
canal gave way, and she was [nrecipitated, with aU 
her load, into the deep ravine below. The spectators 
stood in amazement, till one broke the silence, and^ 

calling her by name, said, " will not run on the 

Sabbath." 

55. Make Haste slowlt. — A number of men 
were on a journey, and were in great haste to reach 
the place of their destination. They travelled on till 
Saturday night, when the question arose, and was 
discussed, whether they should continue their jour- 
ney on the Sabbath. Various reasons were offered 
on one side and the other. The result was, one 
stopped and kept the Sabbath ,* the others proceeded 
on their journey. On Monday, he was not able to 
find a passage ; but on Tuesday he started, and in the 
course of the week he overtook his companions, who 
had been detained till his arrival. They then started 
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off", «ai kept together till Saturday night. He stoj^ped 
again and kept the Sabbath. They, ad before, con* 
tinned their jonmey. On Monday, he went on, and 
he was the first to reach their place of destination. 
Thus, though he stopped two Sabbaths and one week 
day, and they stopped none except what they were 
obliged to, he was the first to reach their journey's 
^id, 

56. Thk toono and thb old Mbrchant. — -A 
young man rented a store in a neighborhood where 
it "#as common to keep stores open on the Sabbath. 
He resolved that his should be shut, and that he 
would confine his business to the week time. An 
old merchant in the neighborhood told him that th^ 
would never do; he must keep his store open on 
the Sabbath, or he would fail ; for many people were 
not at leisure to do their trading at any other time. 
He, however, persevered in his determination. The 
old merchant then toM him he had better give up his 
lease, for he would certainly fail. But he was not to 
be frightened, and on Saturday he shut up his store. 
The Sabbath came, and with it many customers. 
He told them that he should be happy to see them on 
any other day, but he could not accommo<j^te on 
the Sabbath. Some were angry, and said they 
would supjrfy themselves at other stores. They did 
so ; and not a few of them at the store of the old man 
who had admonished the yoimg one of his danger. 
Both, however, continued to prosecute their business, 
each in his own way. The young man acquired 
property, and became wealthy. The other, after a 
thne, began to decline, and continued to go down, 
till he had lost all. He became poor and helpless j 
was supported by the hand of chiniy ; and lived in 
one of the tenements belonging to this very ymmg 
man, whom he had warned ot the ctoger of keepmg 
the Sabbath. <^ There i» a way tliat seemeth right 
a 
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ilPtQ a mim, but the end thereof are the ways of 
death," (Prov. 14: 12.) 

67. Two YOUNG MuN. — On a certain Sabbath, 
when the writer was on the banks of the Hudson, 
two young men went into the river to bathe. After 
washing themselyes near the shore, one said to the 
other, "Let us swim out into the river." Being 
expert swimmers, they started; but they had not 
proceeded far, when one of them began to cry for 
help. He found that, notwithstanding all his efforts, 
he was sinking. The other could not help him, for 
he was ready to sink also ; and he made for the shore. 
After long and desperate efforts, he reached the shore* 
The other was drowned. 

The great numbers of those who are drowned on 
the Sabbath should operate as a warning not to go 
out upon, or into the water, for amusement, on the 
Sabbath. 

In many places, more have been drowned on the 
Sabbath than on all the rest of the week. 

58. The Fruit Tree. — A young man, on the 
Sabbath, climbed up a tree to get some fruit. While 
plucking the fruit, he slipped, lost his hold, and fell 
upon a sharp-pointed stake. It pierced his body and 
killed him. There he hung, with the stake through 
hi? body, a monument of the folly of breaking the 
Sabbath. 

59. "Go BACK, OB I WILL SHOOT TOU." TwO 

young fellows went out on the Sabbath with their 
guns for the purpose of hunting. A little boy, con- 
trary to their wishes, followed them. They told him 
to go back ; but he would not, and continued to follow 
th^DQ. He might have wished to ei\joy the sport of 
seeuig them dischaj^e their guns. At length one of 
tbem said, " Go buck; or I will shoot you." And to 
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fidg^itan hkn^ hepiil np hia gun and iiMbed some porr- 
«kc But tlt^ bc^, fiadrng that it did not hurt bin, 
kqot ou; when tbe other said, ^^I had as lief shoot 
him as not.'^ He pointed his gua at hka, and shot 
him dead. 

Such i9 tlhe nscklenness of Sobbatbhbreakers. 

*0. *^Yfwrmexn Wiawnra.'^^ — A man in Massachu- 
aetts^ who neglected public won^p «id was intent 
pente, who profaned the Scdbbath^ and in various 
ways was opealy yicious^ told his fiiend that he was 
wiUing to dia at any time if the Almighty would only 
^ike him away vnikoui warning. What he wanted 
wB»y to die saddeidy. Late at night he started from a 
rmi^-selling tavem to go home. CNi his way, he lost 
dfie road, fell inrar a precipKe, stnick his head upon a 
rock, and in the morning was found dead. The 
writer of ttiis^ examined tfaia spot witere he fell, and 
where, << without warning," he was tabsn away sod* 
denly, according to the wish which he had expressed 
tx> b^ naighbor. 

61. '^ I WOULD SOONER GO TO Hu.L Toa SHnrcn^s.'* 
— A man in the state of New York went to a certain 
place for the purpose of buying some ^tingles. Ha 
inquired the price, and found it to be much bigk^ 
than he expected, or thought that they were worth ; 
aitd so much higher diat he resented it, grew angry, 
and said, <' I would sooner go to hell for shingles, than 
give auch a price." He went away in a rage. On 
a subsequent Sabbath,, he started with his wagon and 
went to a mcoe distant, place fior the shingles, and 
where be thoi^ht he co^Ud get them cheaper. He 
obtained the slungles and set out for home; On his 
way, he feU frcnw his wagon into a small hollow m 
the road. The wagon passed partly onrer him^ and 
stopped. In that condition hei was fbund^ dead, with 
one q£ tii&wiheels o£ his Dv«gon» standing on hianeslL 
4* 
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68. Two LiHBs 09* Wagons. — A nmnber of yean 
ago, two lines of freight wagons were started to run 
firom one of the New England states to another. 
They were owned by the men who drove them. One 
of them drove his teams six days in a week, and the 
other seven. The six days' team generally returned 
as soon as the other, and often it returned sooner. 
The goods also came more safe and in a better con- 
dition. The Sabbaths-breaking line failed, and the 
owner became a bankrupt. The Sabbath-keeping 
line did a good business, and continued to prosper. 

Horses that are driven in stage-coaches six days 
only in a week are found to be more healthy, to live 
longer, and, in the course of the year, to be able to 
tMSBLtel farther, than those that are driven seven. All 
experiments fairly made show a similar result ; thus 
proving that the command to rest on the Sabbath 
only expresses an obligation that grows out of the 
nature of things. 

63. "He did not wish to see Anybody." — A 
man from the country came down, on Saturday, to 
the city of Troy, wiih a load of wheat. He offered 
it for i»le, but could not obtain as much as he wanted, 
and he would not sell it. A steamboeU was to leave, 
that evening, for New York, and the thought occurred 
to him that he could put his wheat on board the boat, 
get into New York on the Sabbath, and on Monday 
morning, early, could probably sell it at a higher 
[Vice. He put his wheat on board, and arrived in 
safety at New York on Sabbath morning. But when 
he arose, he found, to his great vexation, that his pan- 
taloons were gone, probably stolen, and /carried off by 
some one that had left the boat, and in the pocket 
were ei^ty dollars in gold. He was no richer, on 
the whole, than be might have been, had he sold his 
wheat in Troy and kept the Sabbath. The news got 
back to Troy, and when be retimied, in the language 
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of him who gave the writer this account, ^^He did 
not toish to s^e anybodyJ^^ 

64. A GREAT Change. — A gentleman in the 
state of New York, who had been a very successful 
merchant and farmer, died, and left a large estate to 
his sons. They were sober, industrious, active, and 
enterprising ; they prospered in their business, and 
rapidly accumulated property. The accumulation 
increased the desire for more, and they made haste to 
be rich. They grew uneasy at resting on the Sab- 
bath, and began to continue their business on that 
day. They hired laborers to work on the Sabbath, 
and in some cases could get them cheaper than they 
could on other days. Their whole souls seemed to 
be swallowed up in the one idea of accumulating 
wealth. But they had not continued long, after they 
began openly to do business on the Sabbath, before 
it was evident that they were losing as to character. 
They began also to lose as to property ; and one loss 
followed another, till, through mismanagement and 
losses, they became bankrupts, and finally abandoned, 
vicious, and miserable. Said an intelligent and most 
respectable observer, "Pew men ever seemed to pros- 
per more, while they continued to observe the Sab- 
bath ; and few ever ran down faster, as to character 
and property, after they began openly and habitually 
to jn-ofane it." 

65. The Steam Flour Mill. — A gentleman, 
in a wheat-growing district, built him a steam flour 
mill. For a time, he run it only six days in a week 
but afterwards he began to run it on the Sabbath. 
Some of his neighbors warned him against this, and 
told him that he would not be likely to prosper. Soon, 
while running his mill on the Sabbath, the machine- 
ry gave way, and it took two days to repair it. The 
next Sabbuth, while he was running it^ it broke 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



•gaio ; and to repak il took two daya more. For a 
time after that, be let it rest oo the Sabbath. But 
being pressed with business, he began to run it again. 
The naan who tended it having drunk freely of in- 
toxicating liquor, as Sabbath-breakers often do, feU 
asleefK The steam however, did not sleep. The 
grist run out, and the steam increased, and the ma* 
chinery continued to operate with increasing force, 
till it was raised to the highest pitch of endurance. 
The tender awoke, and, seeing the state of things, 
half distracted, ran to the hopper, and cranuned in 
such an amount of grain that the works could not 
clear themselves ; they clogged up, the crank broke, 
wheels flew in various directions, and so shattered 
were the whole works, that it cost over a thousand 
dollars to repair them. The owner afterwards failed, 
and his concern went to ruin. 

66 Thrk£ Manufacturcbs. — Three manufac-' 
turing establishments, near to each other, were started, 
about the same time. The agept of the largest, and 
the one that seemed to have the greatest facUities for 
permanent prosperity, was accustomed to work (m 
the Sabbath. If not abroad on business, he was in. 
his counting-room posting his books and attending to 
the concerns of the company. This course Jie con- 
tinued till the company failed, and became bankrupt. 

The agent of another went on the Sabbath into 
the mill, to attend to some business, when a wheel, 
that had become disengaged, fell, and came near to 
killing him. He soon after failed, and the establish- 
ment was. closed. 

The third was conducted by a man who paid a 
strict and conscientious regard to the Sabbath. He 
would not suffej? any work to be done about the 
establishment At one time, when some machinery 
&om a distance, without his consent, was brought Id 
him. on, the 3abbath, he would not suffer it oven t# 
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be unloaded ; but told the man that he must wait tiU 
Monday before it could be done. He seemed to have 
no peculiar facilities^ except his character, for perma* 
nent prosperity, above his neighbors ; yet they both 
failed, and he continued to prosper ; and after years 
of experience, he expressed his strong and unwaver- 
ing convicti<Mi of the great utility, in manufacturing 
and in all other kinds of business, of the quiform and 
eonscientious observance of the Sabbath. 

67. Two Families. — A gentleman, with his fam- 
ily, was going in a canal boat from Pittsburg to Phil- 
adelphia. He arrived at a certain place on Saturday 
afternoon, about two o'clock. Finding, from the 
progress of the boat, that he would not arrive at the 
place which he had in view till the Sabbath, he con- 
cluded to stop where he was. Another family on 
board thought that they could not afford to stop so early 
in the day, and hoping to get in before the Sabbath, as 
the captain promised them they should, continued their 
journey. During the night, there was a great rain. 
They did not arrive till the next day ; then they had 
to land in a violent shower, with their things thor- 
oughly drenched with rain, and under the mortifying 
reflection, that they were breaking the Sabbath, and 
setting a bad example to all who beheld them. 

The other family, who stopped, were comfortably 
housed during the storm, and quietly kept the Sab- 
bath. On Monday, they took another boat, and 
before the close of the day, came^ up with their com- 
panions from whom they parted on Saturday, haviivg 
lost nothing and gained much by their obedience to 
the command of God. 

68. The conscientious Clei«. ^One of the 
shrewdest merchants and best ignancier^ was engaged 
in a profitable business with which he was well ac- 
quaiiued, and in which he had ac(|uired a large est^^ 
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At a certain time, when pressed with business, hA 
directed two of his clerks to spend the Sabbath in the 
counting-room. After trying it one or two Sabbaths, 
one of them, under the conviction that it was wrong, 
positively refused any longer to continue it. Re is 
now an intelligent, active, and respectable man. The 
other, in compliance with the wishes of his employer, 
continued thus to desecrate the Sabbath. Before 
long the employer found that this clerk had defrauded 
him to a large amount. The merchant himself failed, 
and his extensive business passed into other hands. 
His neighbors in the same business, and with appa^ 
rently less mercantile ability and skill, but who have 
kept the Sabbath, continue to prosper; a number of 
them have acquired large estates, and are still doing 
an extensive business; and the conscientious clerk 
now ascribes no small share of the difference between 
their condition and that of his old employer to their 
different modes of treating the Sabbath day. 

69. The successful Captain. — A captain of a 
vessel says, " When I was about to sail from New 
York on my first voyage as master, there was a ship 
ready to sail from Boston for the same port. As she 
was a swift vessel, my owners were fearful of her 
arriving first ; and as the profit of the voyage might 
depend in some measure on that, they were anxious 
to get me away as soon as possible. On Saturday 
night we were ready for sea. One of the owners, on 
Sabbath morning, urged that we should sail, as the 
wind was fair, f remonstrated and prevailed, and 
went with most of my crew to the Mariners' Church. 
On Monday, the wind shifted to the southward, and 
we could not get out. But the owner was so anxious 
fbr me to sail, that he employed a steamboat in the 
afternoon of that day to tow us out to sea. But on 
reaching Sandy Hook, the wind was very fresh st 
the south-east, so^ that I lay in the roads till Tuesday 
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morning, and then made sail The Botton resael 
sailed on Sabbath morning, getting the start of ua 
forty-eight hours, besides being several degrees to the 
eastward. But I arrived export three days before she 
did* I discharged, and took in my return cargo, and 
sailed for Boston, and arrived in the Vineyard Sound 
after a passage of forty-nine days. Thence I went to 
Boston and discharged, took in another cargo for the 
same place, and on my arrival home, after the second 
voyage, found that I was twenty-five days in advance 
of the other ship." 

70. Nbw England young Men. — A number of 
young men started from New England, by land, for 
New Orleans. One of them had invested his property 
in merchandise for that market, which he had shipped, 
with directions to the captain, that, should he not find 
him there by such a time, he should store the goods. 
In Pennsylvania, the question came up whether they 
should travel on the Sabbadi. He and one oth<^ 
concluded to stop, though strongly urged by their 
fellow-travellers to go onward. A number of the next 
coaches which arrived were so crowded that they 
could not obtain a passage, and they w^e delayed for 
some time. But they finally succeeded in obtaining 
a private conveyance to Pittsburg, for about twenty- 
five dollars. The cost, had they continued in the 
coach, would have been about six dollars. On their 
arrival, they found that the Sabbath-breakers had ar* 
rived just in time to take the only boat that would 
go down the river for a number of days. They finally 
obtained a passage to Cincinnati. Here they were 
delayed a niunber of days more, while their fellow- 
travellers had departed, without delay, a number of 
days before. They finally, however, obtained a pas» 
sage, and arrived ss^ely at New Orleans. The young 
man who had shipped his goods found that the vessel 
had arrived ; and, the captain not finding him at the 
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appointed time, his part of the goods were stored ; 
and, what seemed unfortunate, the rest of the cargo 
was sold to a man who took it from the vessel, and 
wanted what belonged to this young man, and at a 
handsome advance upon the cost and charges; but 
as he was not there, his goods had been stored, and 
thus the expenses much increased. So far every 
thing seemed to be s^ainst him, but no farther. Soon 
there was a great advance upon the price of such 
goods, and he sold to great advantage, and obtained 
his money, while the man to whom the rest of the 
cargo had been sold, failed before the notes became 
due, and all was lost. Had he sold to him, as he 
doubtless would have done had he not stopped on the 
Sabbath, he would have lost the whole. So what 
seemed to be his loss, turned out to be his gain. 
"Judge nothing before the time." (1 Cor. 4: 5.) 
" And let us not be weary in well-doing, for in due 
season we shall reap if we faint not." (Gal. 6:9.) 
This is often the case, to some extent, in this world, 
and will be fully, always, in the world to come. 

71. Pour per Cent, and Twenty-five. — Captain 

was at Rio Grande after a cargo of hides. He 

refused to have them loaded on the Sabbath, and, in 
consequence of that, he had to wait twenty days, till 
all the other vessels that were ready had been loaded. 
That time he spent in cleaning and drying his hides, 
while several other vessels sailed. He aJso had op- 
pk)rtunity to purchase more hides, and prepare them to 
be stowed away to the best advantage. At length, his 
turn arrived. His vessel was loaded and prepared for 
sea on Saturday night. Sabbath morning, instead 
of sailing, he raised his Bethel flag, and spent the day 
in the appropriate duties of the Sabbath. On Monday 
he set sail ; and when he arrived at the bar, he found 
the vessels that had sailed before him lying there, 
wind-bound. They could not get over the bar. On 
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Im arrival, ii mmMP pibKfc mto «ip firo« due oouMqr* 
and asked him if he wished to be taken out. H^^^ 
him he did ; arid his was the second vessel that was 
lidcen over the bar. Hia was «lao itfae aeocHid vessel 
that arrived in i^ew Y/9rk. His hides, in co»i9eq«9ii«« 
of being so 6neiy dried i(ituriag ihose ibwettty d^ys ik^ 
he was detained, were ia such good <mkr ;tha.t he liMt 
cm tbe cai^ only ab^ul four per leant ,* w'hile ottem, 
tliat weie loaded before their bides weoe pr^ptjAy 
dued, lost tweniy^five per cent. 

72. The Wmws^wm^. — Two neigbboss, near Um 
Mississippi River, had eadi a qinaotity of wheat whi«k 
he wished to aend to New Drleaiis. One of thesi 
wrote to the captain jof a steaiid)ioat, up the riv^er, itftulp 
•n his arrived, be might take bis wheats pcovided bo 
should not come for it on the Sabbath. On jtbe ^hr 
bath the oaptaia came, and the owner would tmi Jat 
him take his wheat. His neighbor, however, permit- 
ted him to take his, to the anK^unt p£ about Iwo thou- 
sand bushels. It was placed upon the deck jof Ham 
boat. On their passage, they were met by a violeilf 
whirlwind. It struck directly across the deck of ^h« 
vessel, and tiie wheat which lay there was emef^ 
awHy. Thus the man who refused to have his .^ctf^ 
pat on board on the Sabbath, saved it ; and the maa 
who consQEited thi^ the Sai)b^tb-hreaking Qiq;»taii|^ 
riiould take his^ lost it. 

73. The Travuller at Natohkk. — A tcavdleU 
at Natchez, was wishing to go to Memphis. On tfa» 
Sabbath, a boat came along. He was urged to take 
il, but refused. On Monday, another boa/t arrived, 
which he took. On Tuesday, they passed the xHher 
boat. He arrived at Memphis in season to take i At. 
stage-coach Ibrough Kentucky, w^icb ran only iwi^ 
a week ; and thus he aaared ithiee days, which toe would 
haire lost had Jie takeai the t^et iioat^ as. it didj 

No. 6. 6 
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arrire till after the 8ti^;e-coach had taken its de- I 
jMorture. ^ 

74 The West India Captain. — A sea captain 
in the West Indies was very careful not to have work 
done on board his vessel, while in the harbor, on the 
Sabbath. But on a certain Sabbath, it was thought 
to be very important for the vessels in the harbor to 
take a new position. They all did so, except his 
own. He was strongly tempted to move his also ; but 
he told his men that as it was the Sabbath, and they 
were not accustomed to work on that day, they would 
let her lie. A violent storm arose, and every vessel 
except his own was wrecked or driven high upon 
the ^ore ; while his outrode the storm in safety. " On 
the Sabbath," said he, "they laughed at me for my 
superstition ; on Monday, I pointed to their vessels, 
and said, < See the effect of Sabbath-breaking.' " 

75. The Traveller at Mackinac. — A gentle- 
man, at Mackinac, was wishing to go to Chicago. 
There was only one steamboat in port, and that was 
to go on the Sabbath. All the passengers were going 
in her, and they urged him to accompany them. 
He was in great haste, and it was uncertain when 
another boat would arrive. He, however, refused to 
go, stopped, and kept the Sabbath. On Tuesday, 
another boat arrived; and before they reached Chi- 
cagO) they passed the boat that started on the Sab- 
bath; and he arrived sooner than he would have 
done, had he taken the Sabbath*breaking boat. 

76, The toitno Man at New Orleans. — A 
young man, frcon Massachusetts, went out as i^oe- 
dealer to New Orleans. He kept his store shut, and 
legularly attended public worship on the Sabbath. 
From time to time, he trananitted money to his 
toother, till he had deposited a considerable sum. 
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Some of his neighbors, boweyer, laughed at bis Puri- 
tanical habits, and told him that, as men could not 
stay long in New Orleans, it was best to make money, 
as fast as they could, and then go home and enjoy it. 
He began to think himself that he might be too strict 
He therefore opened one half of one shutter on Sab- 
bath morning, and sold dioes to such as called for 
them. By-and-by, he opened a whole shutter ; then 
all his shutters and the door. He neglected public 
worship, and soon, instead of sending money to his 
brother, as he had done before, he began to draw 
upon him for what he had sent. Thus he continued 
to do, till his funds were exhausted ; and in the course 
of a few years, he came back himself, a poor, reckless 
vagabond, and died* Had he continued to keep his 
store shut on the Sabbath, and to attend public wor- 
ship, as before, he might have become a wealthy, 
respectable man, and avoided his miserable end. 

77. Fish caught too soon. — A number of fish-, 
ermen went out to fish for halibut On the Sabbath, 
they found themselves in the midst of great numbers. 
All the boats were employed in taking them, except 
one. The men on board that boat remembered the 
Sabbath day, and kept it holy. The former soon 
obtained their supply, and set sail for the market. 
The latter commenced on Monday, and when they 
had obtained their supply, they also sailed for the, 
market. The former were met by a calm, and were 
detained till, the weather being very hot, many of 
their fish were spoiled. They had to throw them 
overboard ; and when the latter were going in, under 
a prosperous gale, the former, having lost many of 
theirs, were going back for another load. Had they 
let the fish stay in the ocean till after the Sabbath, 
they might have escaped the loss. 

78. Thb Wat to save Tims.— -In the town of 
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•^ — sre Iwo ttmnu/kctories. In one th^y mend 
VkM^j dean boilers, and repair machinery, on the 
9i^bath. In the other, they do nothing, but con- 
fine all their labors to the six working days, or per- 
form them in the night. That msoiufactory has to 
^op less time, dm'ing the week, to make repairs, than 
th€f other. They meet with fewer disasters, and 
have a more moral and trustworthy set of operatives. 
Similar, it is believed, should the experimezit be per^ 
gEttetitigly made, wotdd be the result in all other 
etftabtisfoments. 

Td. "Now -Ltrr rr itAm.'* — A farmer in R , 



ttrho had at large farm, often had a qtiantity of grass 
dot so near the close of the week, that, with good 
weather, it would be dry and ready to get in on the 
Sabbath. There was a large manufactory in his 
neighborhood, in which the hands did not work on 
that day. Nor did they attend public worship. As 
they Were at leisure, the farmer could hire them 
to help him a( a less price than he could ordinarily 
hire laborers on other days. In that way he thought 
He could be a gainer. On a certain week, he had 
mowed an extmordinary quantity of grass. He took 
dare of it with the help he had, till the Sabbath. On 
that day, he jgot the factory hands, and they went to 
i^ork. In the course of the day, it began to look 
ramy, and he began to fear that the hay would be 
wet. He urged on his men, and they worked with 
great vigor. Load after load was put on and driven 
off id haste. The clouds continued to gather black- 
ness, but th* rain did not come. With great efforts 
th6y succeeded, and the last load was driven into the 
bai^. Then said the farmer, in great exultation^ 
** tfoio Utit rainJ^ It did rain; and with the rain 
came the lightnings and struck his barn. The hay 
was on fire, and all which on the Sabbath day, and on 
thfe \^ek ddys; he had put inte* his barn, was con- 
sumed. 
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80. They tbikd it. — In a manufactory in M' ■ , 
they were accustomed, for years, to confine their 
ordinary business to the usual working days. But 
when any thing gave way, or got out of order, they 
repaired it on the Sabbath. But, notwithstanding 
this, such were the number and variety of disasters, 
that they often had to stop for repairs during the 
week. Afterwards they changed their policy^ con- 
fined all their repairs and labors of every kind to the 
six working days, and let the workmen enjoy th« 
rest 9nd privileges of the Sabbath. The result was, 
as the overseer testified to the writer, that they had 
to stop their mills less during the week to make re- 
pairs, than they did when they made them on the 
Sabbath. Similar is the testimony of others who 
have tried it. Different men may account for this in 
different ways, but no man can in truth deny the facts. 

81. Better than before. — An agent of a mai^ 
ufactory employed a mechanic to keep his machinery 
in repair. He was an excellent workman, well ac- 
quainted with his business, and gave good satisfac- 
tion to his employers. After a number of years, he 
was transferred to a larger establishment ; the man 
who before was in this establishment, had been in 
the habit of repairing machinery on the Sabbath, and 
had found it, as he said, necessary to employ at least 
a third of all his Sabbaths in this way. This man 
resolved not to work on the Sabbath, but to make all 
his repairs in the week time. The first man told 
him that he would not succeed, and that if he should 
not work on the Sabbath, he would lose his place. 
Then he said he would leave it. But he did not 
leave it, nor, as he told the writer himself, did he 
work an hour on the Sabbath. For years he kept 
the machinery in order — gave the utmost satisfacr 
tion ; and all concerned acknowledged that all things 
were conducted ^< better than before.^' 

6» 
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82. "Dok** siY Ahtthiko." — **^ I hare not beea 
absent from church on the Sabbath," said a man, '< ei- 
Iht* morning or evehing, for more than thirty years." 
When young, he often broke the Sabbath, and some- 
times neglected public worship. On a certain Fri- 
day, Wheil his first child was about four months old, 
he sat with his wife, and in the course of conversa- 
tion he told her that his business was very pressing, 
*nd that he must start the next day for New York. 
•^ What," said she, " start on Saturday, and be out on 
the Sabbath?" *'Yes," he said, "I must do it." 
**<i," said she, "I hope you will not ; you had better 
«6p till Monday." " What," said he, " lose a whole 
aay ? " She replied, " Perhaps it will not be a loss. 
Men db hot generally gain any thing by stealing." 
^ Steatling f " said he. " Yes," she replied, "stealing. 
The day does not belong to you, but to the Lord ; 
and you had better not steal his day." " O wife," 
rtfil he, " dp not talk so, I shall ^61 " She said, " I 
h6J)e not. It would grieve the much to have you go 
and travel on the Sabbath." He left the room, and, 
Wmiewhat disturbed, went out into another alone. 
He sat down, laid his head back on the chair, and 
felt asleep. In his sleep he dreamed that his little 
ftkbe came into the room. At that he was surprised, 
ks he did not know before that it could go alone ; and it 
tfeiid to him, " Pa, are you going to New York on the 
Sabbath?" He answered, *« Yes." The child re- 
Wied, with great emotion, " O pa, I hope you will 
not. It would grieve me much to have you steal." 
tob iwoke, and, not being conscioiis that he had been 
a^eeo, supposed that it \vas all r^l. He looked 
Wdna for me child, but he could ttot find it. He rose 
lip in haste, went out to his wife, and asked her, 
^ Where is the child ? " She told him, " In the cham- 
16er, larfeei)." "* Asleep! " said het "has it not been 
fatb thy ^obih since I wetit out ? '^ She told hwn " No." 
<* Don't say any thing," said he : * I fehrfl hot go to «e w 
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York to-moffow^ and I will uever travel a^in cm the 
Sabbath;^' After relatiftg the above himself^ he added, 
vith great emphasis, ^^ I never have; and I have not 
been absent fhym ckurch on the Sabbath^ either mam- 
ing 6r evening, for more than thirty years,^^ As 
might hare been expected, he is now a wealthy, 
respectable, and useful man. 

83. PRontABLE Reflection. — The statement 
givdn below, in a business letter from Michigan, may 
fiarnish profitable reflection to those who think to in*- 
crease their wealth by trampling upon the Sabbath. 

It may not be uninteresting to your readers to learn 
a few facts in reference to the steam mill, on which 
the proprietors, though professors of religion, were 
making repairs on the Sabbath last season, some ac- 
count of which was given in the Puritan by your 
correspondent « R. W.'* 

" That mill took fire leist spring, and was consumed, 
together with about a thousand dollars worth of lum- 
ber* The cost of the mill was about four thousand dol- 
lars ; this, with the loss of the lumber, would be five 
thousand dollars. The engine, in a state considerably 
damaged, and also some lumber, which was not de- 
stroyed by the fire, were shipped for a port on Lake 
Erie. On the voyage, a storm arose, which was so tem- 
pestuous, that the captain of the vessel threw overboard 
the lumber and a part of the machinery. This was an 
additional loss of some hundreds. But this is not the 
last of the disasters. One of the owners, in order to 
go on with his operations, loaned an amount of 
ttioney on a bank, which shortly aftet failed. The 
mill and a lot of lumber are in ashes; a paUrt of th6 
eligine and some of the lumber are in Lake Erie, and 
ttie money borrowed for the purpose of rebuilding, 
t* iabout as worthless as rags ! " 

Now, it is not said that t^e^ disa«teift havfe come 
in consequence of a violation of the fourth command- 
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ment, and that, too, by professors of religion. Yet 
how many, regardless of consequences, rush on in a 
way that is not good, in order to gain wealth ! The 
words of the Holy Scriptures are forgotten — ^He 
that hasteth to he rich hath an evil eye, and con- 
sidereth not that poverty shall come upon him." 

84. The new Shuttle. — The following is the 
account which a man gave of himself: "I was 
engaged in a manufactory. On the Sabbath, I tried 
to rest, but I never regarded God in doing it. On 
one beautiful Sabbath morning, while the noise was 
hushed, and the day was all that loveliness could 
make it, I sat alone in my piazza, and I went to work 
to invent a new kind of shuttle. I stopped not to 
eat or drink till the sun went down. By that time, 
I had the invention completed. The next day I 
exhibited it, boasting of my day's work, and was 
applauded. The shuttle was tried, and it worked 
welL We branched out, enlarged our business, and 
the curse of God was on me from that day forward. 
And that Sabbath-day's work cost me thirty thou- 
sand dollars." 

86. The rich Family. — A minister of the gos- 
pel was settled over a coimtry congregation. On his 
way to church, he often passed the house of a rich 
family, who spent the Sabbath in secular business 
and amusements. With the man he often conversed 
on the impiety and impolicy of such a course. Yet 
the family continued it. The man died a drunkard. 
His son became a maniac. His daughter killed her- 
self, and every member of the family came to an 
untimely end. Could the history of each member 
of that family be distinctly traced, it would, probably, 
be found that Sabbath-breaking had no snmll influ- 
ence in working out their ruin. 
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6^. An" entire OitfANOE. — A man, in Mebf>3^ta-> 
se^ts^, went down into his meadow on the Sabbath to 
itack some hay. As he was high upon the stack, her 
stumbled, and fell over backwards, upon a sharps 
pointed stake, which pierced through the fleshy part 
of his thigh. There he hung, in awful agony, tod 
utterly unable to extricate himself. By the aid of 
others, however, he was relieved. He recovered from 
his wound, and afterwards lived a number of years. 
But from that day forward, he would never himself 
work, nor would he suflfer any one to work on his 
farm, on the Sabbath. Some may eali this super- 
stition, but he thought it wisdom, 

87. MAitK TfiE End. — A man who often worked 
on the Sabbath, lost a great estate, and died in nxi 
almshouse. Before his death, dome one, in free con- 
versation with him about his past life, asked him if hd 
thought he had ever gained any thing by working 
on the Sabbath. He answered, "No;'* and added, 
" something would always occur in the course of the 
week, by which I lost more than I gained by work- 
ing on the Sabbath; it was of no profit to me." 
Such, it is believed, heis been the experience of many. 
Por a time, by the desecration of the Sabbath, some 
may have seemed to gain ; hut mark the end, and you 
will generally find that it has been of no profit. Iii 
many cases, men have felt this, and in not a few, have, 
like this man, frankly acknowledged it. 

88. "It itiLL NOT BEAR." — A niunber of broth^Ts 
were for years engaged in the business of boating. 
Often they kept their boats running on the Sabbath, 
in order the fkster to gain property. At Fength one 
of them was taken sick. All practicable means wew 
used to restore hita, but his illness increased. When 
it became evident that he must die, he called his 
brethr^il to his bedside, and besought them never to 
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ran their boats any more on the Sabbath, for, said he, 
" It will not hear.^^ He had tried it, and found by 
experience, that it will not bear the decisions of an 
enlightened conscience ; it will not bear the scrutiny 
of a dying hour, the awards of a righteous judgment, 
or the retributions of a dread eternity. 

The survivors complied with his dying request. 
From that day forward they ran their boats no more 
on the Sabbath, and, as they l>elieve, they were 
great gainers by the change. 

89. A Week for each Sabbath Day. — An in- 
dustrious mechanic found himself so pressed with 
business, and he was in such haste to be rich, that, 
contrary to his previous practice, he commenced work- 
ing on the Sabbath, and continued that course for six 
weeks. Then a little pimple appeared on his wrist. 
It increased ; his wrist became inflamed, and he was 
unable to labor for forty-two days ; equsd, he said, to 
a week for each Sabbath day that he had employed 
in bis worldly business. 

90. The broken Resolution. — The captain of 
a steamboat, whose conscience had often condemned 
him for running his boat on the Sabbath, resolved 
that he would, in future, abandon the practice. His 
boat was put in first-rate order, and he started on 
Friday to go up the Mississippi. His machinery 
worked finely, his boat made rapid progress, and every 
thing seemed to promise a prosperous trip. But, in- 
stead of stopping on the Sabbath, circumstances were 
such, that he concluded to continue on his course. 
About eleven o'clock in the forenoon, his fly-wheel 
broke, and his machinery flew in all directions. A 
piece of a wheel, weighing upwards of a hundred 
pounds, was thrown near the head of the engineer, 
went through the floor, and fell at the captain's feet. 
Soon after, two of his flat-boats, loaded with com, a 
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keel-boat, and his steamboat were sunk ; and all these 
disasters took place on the Sabbath day. In relating 
these circumstances aftfer wards to a friend, " That," 
said he, "was Sabbath day work." 

91. "I AM GLAD OF IT." — A farmer was engaged 
in making maple sugar. The Sabbath came, and the 
sap ran abundantly. He thought that it would not be 
best to lose it. So he gathered and boiled it on the 
Sabbath. After boiling it down into sirup, he turned 
it into a large trough, which he kept for that purpose. 
On Monday, this trough, through carelessness, was 
overturned, and all his Sabbath day's labor was lost. 
The owner was absent at the time, and when he was 
informed of his loss, he brought his hands together 
with great violence, and said, with peculiar emphasis, 
" / am glad of it ; for my conscience has constantly 
condemned me, and I have had no rest since I boiled 
it." Conscience enlightened always takes the side 
of the Sabbath, and condemns the man who, against 
knowledge, violates it. And many a man, while he 
violates the Sabbath and excuses his conduct, knows 
that it is wrong, 

92. " I SAVED MT Money." — On a certain occasion, 
the lightning struck a large and expensive manufac- 
tory, and burnt it to ashes. The writer of this, the 
next morning, after surveying the smoking ruins, called 
upon an educated and very intelligent gentleman in 
the vicinity, and remarked to him that he had beeii 
examining the ruins. " I," said the gentleman, " was 
for a time a stockholder in that manufactory; but 
they worked there on the Sabbath ; and when I found 
that I could not stop them, I sold out, for I knew that 
it was not safe ; and so / saved my money, ^^ 

93. "It is good enough for us." — On one of 
the most eligible sites in New England was erected 
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A large muj expenuine maaulactory. It was filled 
with machinery of the first order, and was doing an 
extendre buaine^s. While the workmen were eni- 
ployed in it, on the Sabbath, ijt took fire, and they 
were obliged to escape for their hves, in order to pre- 
vent being consumed* The whole establishment was 
destroyed. An eminent lawyer, who owned stock in 
it to the amount of twelve thousand dollars, in view 
of their loss, said, '< It is good enough for us ; we 
pught not to have worked in it on the Sabbath." 

94 The Mechanic and his Apprentice. — A 
mechanic, who had acquired by his industry and 
economy about twenty thousand dollars, would not 
permit bis apprentice to work, or even to go into the 
shop, on the Sabbath. He said it would tend to in- 
jure him in future life. But, as his own character 
was established, and he knew how to take care of 
himself, he thought, at a certain time, when business 
was very good, that he could work on the Sabbath, 
and not be injured by it; and that he could make 
money faster than he could by resting on that day. 
He tried it. Instead of attending churchy he spent 
the Sabbath in his shop. Not many years after, he 
became a drunkard. He squandered away and lost 
his twenty thousand dollars; and, in a fit of delirium 
tremens, jumped out of the chamber window, broke 
his bones, and died. His apprentice, whO; at first, 
might not, and who afterwards would not, work on 
the Sabbath, and who gave the writer the above 
account, is still living. He keeps the Sabbath, and is 
prosecuting the same business which he learned from 
his master, and has become w able, respectable, w4 
useful m^n. 

96. The Rev. Mr. . He refused to go in 

the boat vhich started from Pittsburg on Saturday 
eve9ing) W he should Jb^e ovit on the ,Sat)bath. ,C^ 
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Monday, he look a boat ftt Oitieitihati. lief^ft^ 't\M»»> 
toy night, he passed the boat which started on Satitt^ 
day erening. it had repeatedly gotten agrouivi, toA 
in various ways been hindered ; and he arrired at Gifr* 
einnati, after a pleasant trip, much sooliet than he W6\M 
have done had he gone in the Saturday evening fooal 

96. DuELLiifo Pashiow. — A lad in Massasetiu- 
setts went out with a pistol, on the Sabbath, in x>tS^ 
to shoot some birds. He saw one, and determined ttf 
shoot him, as men shoot when they attempt to mur- 
der one another in a duel. He raised up his pistol, 
Mid carried it so far back that it pointed toward hH 
own shoulder. In that position it was unexpectedly 
discharged, and he was shot through the body. H^ 
lingered for a time in great t^ony, and died. I>uellin|( 
fashion is not a good fashion, especially on the Sabbaifti. 

97. The BANEjatTPT Acr.— Great eflforta werti 
made in , at a certain time, to close all ware- 
houses, stores, and shops, on the Sabbath, that aH 
employed in them might enjoy the rest and privileged 
of the day. One man, supposed then to be Wxirth 
half a million of dollars, violently opposed these effortSi 
and said he would keep his store open and continue 
his business on the Sabbath, whether others did or 
not, and his men should continue their work. He* 
did so, but failed in business, and was one of th» 
first men in that place who took the advantage rf 
the bankrupt act. 

98. The msotvENT PosTftAST^a. — A postmafttei' 
was accustomed to open his post-office on the Sabbath. 
He became convinced that it was wrong thus to ViO** 
late the command of God ; but as his office was lucra-^ 
tive, he concluded to continue in it, and cipen it Oft 
the Sabbath, till he should acquire money enough i6 
pay for his farm, and then he would leave his offiee. 

No. 5. 6 
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But before he was ready to leave it, he was foimd to 
be insolv^it, and te the amount of more than ten 
thousand dollars. Had he left his office when he be- 
came convinced that to open and distribute the mails 
on the Sabbath was wicked, he might have saved his 
property, and avoided a vast amount of guilt. 

99. The Cask of Suoab. — At a wharf in a sea- 
port, a number of men were unloading a vessel. Hav* 
ing raised a cask of sugar up over their heads, the rope 
broke, and down it came, grazing, as it fell, the head of 
<me of the men. He started, and exclaimed, '< That is 
working on the Sabbath." They all stood astonished 
at his narrow escape, then went away, and did noth- 
ing more to unload the vessel on that day. Men 
v>ho work on the Sahbaih know thcU it is wrong. 
Their conscience, when awakened, condemns them. 
Had the cask of sugar fallen a few inches farther one 
way, that man had been instantly killed ; and what 
good reason could he have offered to his Judge for 
breaking his command — " Six days shalt thou labor 
and do all thy work, but remember the Sabbath day, 
keep it holy, and in it do no work " ? 

100. Testimont of Boston Civilians. — With re- 
gard to the crimes of fraud, theft, arson, burglary, 
robbery, and murder, a niunber of distinguished civil- 
ians in Boston, in a public document, use the follow- 
ing language, viz. : << Who does not know that these 
crimes are perpetrated, almost excliisively, by persons 
who have been in the habit of violating the Sabbath? 
In one of our state prisons, containing five or six 
hundred convicts, particular inquiry was made on the 
subject. The history of one was the history of all. 
They hcul never observed the Sabbath^ or they had 
ceased to observe it before they committed the crimes 
for which they were suffering the vengeance of the 
lawsJ*^ 
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101. A RESPECTED CiTizEN. — A gentleman, high- 
ly gifted and much distinguished by civil honorS| 
soon after the Erie Canal was opened, invested many 
thousand dollars in a line of packet-boats, which he, 
against the wishes and remonstrances of many of his 
friends, ran on Sundays. The receipts were large, 
and promised great and speedy acquisitions to his al- 
ready competent fortune. 

Not long after, the friends of the Sabbath made a 
united and public effort to arrest its desecration. This 
gentleman opposed them with all his gigantic powers; 
and on one occasion, at the head of a mob he had 
collected, entered a meeting convened to consider 
what could be done to promote the better observance 
of that day, and broke it up. Thus things went on 
from bad to worse. At length, suddenly, as in a mo- 
ment, his whole system was paralyzed; his mind 
lost its vigor, and sunk into a morbid state of deplor- 
able melancholy ; a more unhappy mortal apparently 
never existed. A dreadful sense of sin, especially the 
sin of Sabbath-breaking, rested upon him. This he 
confessed to his minister, adding, that he expected to 
go to hell ; everything was against him ; what he 
felt was a judgment from Heaven, in consequence of 
his opposition to the Sabbath and S.abbath efforts. 
He seemed to feel, he said, for such wickedness, the 
arrows of the Almighty, barbed and pointed as the 
lightnings of heaven, penetrating his vitals, and he 
warring and pressing against them ; the poison where- 
of drank up his spirits. After remaining in this situ- 
ation eight or ten years, a terror to himself, and an 
object of inexpressible anxiety to his family, a kind 
Providence restored him again to his right mind. 

102. The Captain. — The captain of a line of 
packet-boats, being much labored with to keep him 
from contracting to run them on Sunday, said, " If I 
should cause the teams to lie by on Sunday, it would 

/ 
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cosl me three hundred dollars at leasts and I am not 
aWe to sustain the toss." " But sir," it was answered, 
•^ there will be nothing lost, in the tong run, in obey- 
ing the laws of God and of our country touching the 
(^hath." " I don't know as there would be ; but I 
cannot noto sustain any loss." " But sir," it was re- 
plied^ " if you violate in this way the law of God and 
infringe the rights of those you employ, how will you 
Wswer it at the bar of God? " As quick as thought, 
be replied, " O, I expect to repent before I die ! " 

The next day, being a civil man, he called to apol- 
Qgize for the remark. No doubt his conscience set 
home the answer that he might die suddenly, lose his 
tfifnaon^ or become hardened in iniquity, and die ac- 
Qiprs^d. Nevertheless, his line was fitted out in fine 
style — run on Sundays as on other days, but, as we 
IITQ infoimed, at a loss of nine thousand dollars. The 
next spring, the entire concern — horses, boats, furni- 
Utf)e,.&c. — was sold at auction to the highest bid- 
(Jter. The captain was a bankrupt — nine thousand 
4oUars worse off, at least, than he was when he said, 
"I expect to repent before I die." 

103. The Lawyer, — A distinguished lawyer was 
kindly reproved for drawing declarations and doing 
Other official business on Sunday; for he was sur* 
i:omided with applicants and crowded with business. 
4.t[ tbisi he was offended, when the following conver- 
sation took place : " Sir, yow, too, have a case, to be 
tiie4 in the court of Heaven, which will come, soon- 
ef. 9X. later, and you are not prepared for it. Your 
witne^Gs are not summoned ; your advocate is not 
secured;, and all, of any importance in insuring suc- 
cess, remains undone. The case is not a petty one, 
l^t involves your aU — your eternal life ; and it may 
^ome on to-morrow, 

'^ The Sabbath is given you " (for the conversation 
Pf^ plftce. on. Sunday) " that you may secure your 
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counsel, and make every necessary preparation for the 
important trial ; but here you sit, drawing this decla- 
ration for your client — devoting the precious hours 
to the comparatively worthless interests of your client, 
of the consequence, perhaps, of ten or twenty dollars, 
to the entire neglect of your eternal well being. 

"Now, would you, if you knew the summons would 
be sent to call you to that dread trial to-morrow, sit 
here and finish this declaration ? " After a moment's 
pause, — for he had been religiously educated, and could 
not easily do the violence to his conscience he was 
about to do, — he tremblingly replied, " If I neglect the 
interests of my clients, I shall lose my business." And 
here again he hesitated. The speaker, beholding the 
struggle in his breast, witnessing the sudden changes 
in his countenance, and fearing lest he should seal his 
ruin, was about to relieve him, when he resolutely 
proceeded — "Yes, I would first do my duty to my 
client ! " This was some fifteen years ago ; and 
though he still lives, — doing very little in his profes- 
sional business, — from that time he began to wane. 
Long has he been nearly bankrupt in character and 
in present and future prospects as to the riches of this 
-world. His ambition and covetousness se^m to have 
done him no good. 

104 The forwarding House. — A few years 
since, in a northern city, great effort was made to 
persuade forwarders, sailors, and boatmen to give up 
their Sunday occupations. Most of the forwarders 
readily consented. One of the firms that did not, 
among the largest, and supposed to be very wealthy, 
raised many objections, which called for much labor 
with them, and from many individuals ; but all with- 
out success. They opened their warehouse, run their 
steamboats, vessels, and canal-boats on Sundays, not- 
withstanding all remonstrances. 

But before the year came around, their large ware- 
6» 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



lipuaey with every thing in it, was httml to 
Their steamboat was much damaged. During a 
heavy gale, they lost a vessel and twenty thou^md 
dollars' worth of goods* Upon, bearing this, one of 
them exclaimed, ^^Jt is beccmse we break the Sab^ 
baihJ' 

105. The Fault ot, his Mothueu — A nothai 
permitted her son to go out on the Sabbath, with hia 
ded) in the winter, to slide down hill* The hill was 
very steep ; and while descending with great rg^idity, 
tb<3 $led struck against a fence, and bniised the boy'a 
h^i^ and face in a most shocking manner. He was 
ia great distress, and his wounds, it was feared, would 
he moxtaL But by the assistance of a. skilful physi* 
ci9P» ajad good nursing, through the kindness of Prov^ 
idepce, he was restored^ but will carry on his face, to 
hi9 dying day, the disfiguring miurksi of his mother's 
fin in permitting him, and his ow-n wickedness in 
hf^og dlsjifosed, tbui^ to ds^secrate the. Sabbath, 

106. The £nter?bisincf MANUFAonmEi^ — A man- 
flfe^turer, of great enterprise, ran a pwrt of: his ma- 
ohiaei^y on the Sabbath. A breakage occurred, and 
a part of the Sabbath day was spent in making re- 
pairs. On the evening of that day, his mill took fire, 
afl4. his. saw mill, his grist mill, maehi^e shop, and 
cptton manuJEactosy, with their appurtenances, were, 
attcpnsumed. 

107. The deep Vjo-i^et^ -^ A,fai»ec, who lived ia 
a, deep valley, put up in his field ten stocks of hay; 
Bfine; were put up in the week time, and one oa tbei 
&*batAu Three Sabbaths after> th^re was a thundet- 
s^onn^ and although the lightning rarely strikes in 
tito^ valley so low, yet ia this ca«e it strock and coa^ 
sumed one of the stacks, of, hay, -^^ and. thai; wasi the 
wp> which was pu^.up on the Sabhatb*— ^^rfwta the 
other nine remained as before. 
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108. Thk iNcoNsioBRATc IiADT. — A cUstinguidiod 
lady was disposed to take the cars and start on a disr 
tant journey on tlie Sabbath. Her friends advised 
her to wait till Monday. She, however, resolving not 
to be superstitious, determined to go, thinking that 
it would be just as well as to start on, any other day. 
She bade her friends good-by, took her seat, and 
set out on her journey. But she had not gone far, 
when one of the rails, called a snetke^s head^ was 
thrust up through the bottom of the car^ and she wae 
so severely woimded, that she was brought back, and 
died. 

109t Th£ nineteen Merchants. — A man kept a 
tavern about a day's ride from Boston* Merchants 
from a neighboring state, on their way to the city to 
purchase goods, were accustomed to stop at his house. 
Among them were numbers who often arrived on 
Saturday evening, and started for Boston on Sabbath 
morning. On their return, they arrived at his house 
on Sabbath evening, having started from Boston on 
Sabbath morning, and thus, as they thcMAght, saved a 
day. In the course of years, he noted down nine* 
teen of this description ; and he used, from time to 
time, to inquire about them, to see if they prospered 
any better than their Sabbath-keeping neighbora 
The following was the result, viz. : fifteen out of- 
nineteen became intemperate^and failed ; three moved 
away, to another part of the country, two of whom 
became intempetcate, and failed ; one al>out held hi&. 
own ; and the other continued his buamess, and watt 
the man to whom, when about to start from thisr 
tavern for Boston on Sabbath morning, the tavern^ 
keeper related the above facts. He afterwards related 
them to smother gentleman, frc»n whom the writeop 
received them; 

lid The DECiDsn Saimpl — A sailor on board a 

# 
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steamboat was going up the Mississippi River. The 
captain ordered him to assist in landing some freight 
on the Sabbath. To this he objected, saying that 
he could not conscientiously do unnecessary work on 
the Sabbath. The captain replied, " We have no 
Sabbaths on these waters^ The saiilor said, as for 
himself, he endeavored, wherever he was, to keep the 
Sabbath. The captain then said, "ftocure some 
one, then, in your stead." That, he said, he could 
not do ; but if the captain would pay him his wages, 
he would leave the boat. He did. The boat pro- 
ceeded. But she had not gone far, when her boiler 
burst, and several persons were killed. " I was truly 
thankful," said the sailor, " for my escape. It has 
taught me a lesson — to be prompt and decided in 
refusing to do wrong, whatever consequences may 
appear likely tofollow.^^ 

111. The Otster Vessel. — Oyster vessels from 
Connecticut used to be loaded with hay, potatoes, 
&c., for Norfolk, Va. There the cargo was sold ; then 
the vessel was taken up the Chesapeake and loaded 
with oysters. A number of vessels were ready to start 
on this expedition on a certain Saturday evening. On 
Sabbath morning, as the day was fair and the wind 
right, most of them left the harbor. But Captain 

would not siail because it was the Sabbath. The 

owners remonstrated. The weather was then fine • — 
the wind was uncertain — the other vessels had gone 
— they would arrive first at Norfolk — would glut 
the market, &c. But the captain would not go. It 
was communion day at his church, and the Sabbath 
was the Lord's. For a number of days after, the 
weather was unfavorable, the Wind was contrary. 
Many blamed him for not going when he could. He 
at last left the harbor, praying for a blessing on his 
voyage. When he reached Norfolk, not a vessel that 
sailed on the Sabbath had arrived. A man called 
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•iid purchased his cargo. In two days, lie was vtadj 
to run up the Chesapeake. He obtained his load and 
returned home in safety a number of days before any 
oCher vessel, or before he probably would have dona 
had he sailed on the Sabbath. 



112. "You ARE THE Cause." — As a gentlen 
was returning, late in the evening, from his office, a 
young man came up behind him with a pistol and 
i^ot him throiigh the head. He then r(A)bed him 
and fled. He was taken, convicted, and condemned 
tot be hanged. As he lay in his i»'ison, previous to hit 
execution, his mother came to see him, and take her 
final leave of him. As she approached, he spumed 
her away, and said, " You are the cause of this. You 
encouraged me, when I was a boy, to rob orchards on 
the Sabbath, while the owners were at meeting, and 
you partook with me of the fruit. Had you not 
encouraged me to break the Sabbath, I never sAiould 
have been in this condition. Now I am ruined, and 
you are the caused 

113. The Captain who prayed. — A man who 
had learned by experience that it is better to keep 
the Sabbath than to violate it, owned a vessel on the 
North River. He charged the captain never to leave 
the port on the Sabbath, however fair the wind might 
be. After having been detained for a time in the 
harbor, the captain awoke one Sabbath morning, and 
found the wind fair. He arose, kneeled down, and 
prayed, with regard to his duty as to going out ; and 
finally, notwithstanding what his owner had said^ ha 
concluded to go. 

He arrived safely in New York ; but he could not 
unload his vessel for three days ; so that he gained 
QOlhing as to time by CMning so soon. One hindac* 
ance occurred after another, then another,, in rapid 
aucoession. His voyage waa long and exceedii^ly 
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Taxations. On his return, he said, << That is the last 
time I leave a harbor on the Sabbath. Though the 
wind should change and be ever so fair, I will lie 
stilJ." He has done so, and found the advantage of it. 
Men often pray, not to learn what is right for the 
purpose of doing it, but to quiet conscience in doing 
wrong. 

114. Mr Uncle. — A man in the state of New 
York, after hearing the statement of a particular case, 
said, " That puts me in mind of my uncle. He was 
a great farmer, and one year he had a large quantity 
of wheat. After it was reaped, for a number of days 
the weather was rainy. On the Sabbath it was fair. 
He mustered all his hands, and went to work on 
his wheat. He spent the day in drying it and getting 
it into his barns, of which he had two standing near 
together. His neighbors left their wheat in the fields, 
attended church, and kept the Sabbath as usual. At 
the close of the day, he took occasion to speak to 
his workmen of the folly of his neighbors in going 
oflf to meeting, and leaving their wheat out, exposed 
to the weather. * Now,' said he, * it may rain again 
to-morrow, and they may lose their wheat. The next 
year they will be coming to me to buy wheat. But 
I shall not let them have any without a good high 
price.' He had provided a roasted lamb for supper, 
and they went into his house to eat, drink, and be 
merry. Soon after they were seated, a little cloud 
arose, and came up, looking dark and threatening. 
The lightning darted here and there, and the thunder 
rolled. At length it struck his bam, and both bams, 
with all their contents, were consumed. 

" My uncle seemed to be very much aiFected ; and 
firom that time forward, he never worked any more on 
the Sabbath. Though I was but a little boy, it made 
a strong impression on my mind, and it has kept me 
firom working on the Sabbath ever since. The next 
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day was very fair. His neighbors went to woik 
among their wheat — dried and secured it in good 
order. They had no occasion, the next yesur, to buy 
wheat of my uncle, and he bad none to sell," 

115. From a Clergyman. — In the early part of 
July last, I called on a farmer, who, with his family, 
had recently moved to this place. In conversation, I 
reminded him, that it gave me pleasure to see him 
sometimes in the house of God on the Sabbath. He 
observed, that he usually chose to attend meeting, 
except in haying-time ; and then he felt justified in 
staying at home, to watch the showers and take care 
of his property. On my expressing regret that he 
was in the habit of making hay on the Lord's day, 
he stoutly vindicated his course, and thought it all 
right. I left him with this admonition, — " Sooner 
or later, my friend, you will find it expensive business 
to make hay on the Sabbath." Within a few weeks 
of this interview, his capacious bam became filled to 
overflowing with hay, and he began to rejoice in view 
of the works his hands had wrought. But, alas ! the 
poor man was doomed to disappointment. A thunder- 
storm arose, and the lightning of heaven played 
around his property, and at a stroke his bsurn, con- 
taining three hundred dollars worth of hay, was laid 
in ashes. " Wisdom is profitable to direct." 

116. The Mill Dam. — In order to avoid the 
stopping of the running of a manufactory during the 
week time, in consequence of a change which was to 
be made in the watercoiurse, the needful work was 
done on the Sabbath. In a few days, the dam and 
bulkhead gave way ; the work done on the Sabbath 
was demolished, and the machinery, notwithstanding 
all efforts to prevent it, stood still long enough to 
make the proposed change in the week time, and give 
the owner opportunity to reflect upon the wickedness 
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and foUy of his conduct io attemptiAg to benefit hifift- 
ialf by working ou the Sabbath. 

117. Thk loaded Gun. — A gun that iras loaded 
in the usual way, and had been discharged with safety 
hundreds of times, was taken down on the Sabbath 
and disclmrged, for the purpose of killing some game. 
But instead of killing the game, it burst into frag- 
BMUts, to the imminent hazard of the life of him 
who discharged it. Had he been at the house of 
God, and engaged, with his fellow-men, in worship- 
ping his Maker, as he should have been, he might 
have avoided that danger, and avoided also the guilt 
of trampling on laws the observance of which is 
essential to the honor of Jehovah and the welfare of 
the hiunan soul. 

118. Repair on Sunday, and break on Mon- 
day. — A gentleman who had become interested in 
a manufactory, determined to depart from what had 
been the former custom, and to have no repairs made 
on the Sabbath. He tried it, and found that it worked 
well. He was afterwards called to take chaise of 
another and a larger establishment. There it had also 
been the custom to make repairs on the Sabbath. 
Yet it had so often been followed by breakages during 
the week, that it had become a proverb with tba 
workmen, " Repair on Sunday atid break on Mon- 
day.'^ This was not on accoimt of any particular 
religious scruples about the Sabbath, but it Imd arisen 
from the fact that extensive repairs on this day had 
80 often been followed by speedy and extensive break- 
i^es. Similar have been the facts in other establish- 
ments. As the writer was informed by a respectable 
gentleman who was brought up in a manufactory, 
even children, when they have seen a large number 
of workmen going out to make repairs on the Sab^ 
bath, have exulted, and said one to another, ^^ We 
shall have a play-day this week.'' 
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In tKis new establishment the gentleman aboiw 
mentioned adopted the same course which he had 
pursued in the one he had left, fti a certain Mon- 
day, a directcMr from the city came out, and foimd 
the mill standing still and the workmen engaged in 
making repairs. He inquired the cause, and was told 
that the agent had forbidden them to make repairs 
on the Sabbath. He said, " This will never do. 
You may have as much religion as you please, but 
repairs must be made on Sunday." The agent said, 
" No, not while I have the care of the mill." He* then 
proposed to make an experiment for a year, and see 
if they would not make as much cloth, and of e^ good 
quality, as when they made repairs on the Sabbath. 
The director finally consented. At the end of six 
months, examination was made, and the result 
showed that they had made more cloth, and of a 
better quality, and aU concerned were satisfied from 
the facts, that they were gainers by resting on the 
Sabbath. 

119. Atheists and Infidels. — A missionary in 
Michigan communicated, through the Home Mission- 
ary, the following facts : — 

" There are four families of atheists and infidels 
living in a neighborhood by themselves. The men 
are noted as the contemners of God, and Christ, and the 
Christian religion, and moral law. One of them boasted 
that he would sow his wheat on the Sabbath, and reap 
it on the Sabbath, and let the Presbyterians and Meth- 
odists know that he could have as good a crop as 
any body. Ground enough was cultivated to have 
produced five hundred bushels. Some time before the 
harvest, there came a hail storm upon the fields of 
these atheists, and almost annihilated their wheat 
crop ; and there the storm ceased, without essentially 
injuring the fields of others. The one who made the 
boast, obtained only eight bushels, wh^e a fair yield 
No. 6. 7 
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would hft¥6 been two handled. Who eaa dovbt it 
*wi0 the iiord's work? 

'< Aft^ beariug seveotl p^^sons speak of this hailr 
Btonn^ I yisited a man who lives next door to theae 
people, who eonfinned the statement I had receiyed 
firom others." 

120. Anotheb Warning* — We leam from tibe 
Norwich Reporter, that Gord<m Sheffield was drowned 
near Stonington borough, last Sabbath,. while on a 
gunning excursion. Will the living lay it to heart ? 
He was in the habit of using the SaUbaUi for his own 
jdeasure, as others still are who were his companions 
m sin. He was warned of the guilt pf Sabbath* 
breaking, but persisted in the praetiee, Grod bore 
with his sin for years, and gave him opportunity to 
forsake it; but he would not. He broke the Sab- 
bath once too much, and God cut him off. ^'He 
that, being often refMroved, hardeneth his neck, shall 
suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy." 
Will the living believe this, and take timely warn- 
ing ? — New London Newa. 

121. Niagara Falls. — At about sundown, lasi 
Sabbath evening, a man was carried over the falls. 
Who he was is not known. I was on the head of 
Goat Island when I first discovered the boat. It waa 
directed towards the American shore. Being wett 
acquainted with the river, I regarded the position of 
the boat as extraordinary and hazardous, and watched 
it with intense anxiety. While constantly approach* 
ing nearer and nearer the rapids, I could discover it 
was gaining the American shore, and by the time it 
had got near the first fall in the rapids, about half a 
mile above Goat Island, it was directly above the island. 
The only hope seined to be to come directly to Goal 
Island, and whether I should run half a mile to giv^ 
atoim, or rem^m M> assist, in the event tibe boat 
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attempted to make the island, was a qiiestioti of pain** 
fill doubt. I ran for the brklge, saw and inform^ ft 
gentleman and lady, just leading the iirfsuid, but they 
seemed unable to reply or move. I rallied a man at 
the toll gate ; we ran to the bridge in time to see th# 
boat just before it got to the first large fall in the 
rapids. The man was standing at the stern with his 
oar, changing the course of the boat down the our* 
rent ,* and as it plunged over, he sat down. I was 
astonished to see the boat rise with the mast and sail 
standing, and the man, again erect, directing the boat 
toward the shore. As he came to the next and each 
succeeding fall, he sat down, and then would rise and 
apply his oar in the intermediate current. Still there 
was hope that he would come near enough to the pier 
to jump; but in a moment it was gone; — another, 
that he might jump upon the rock near the bridge ; 
but the current dashed him from it under the bridge, 
breaking the mast. Again he rose on the opposite 
side. Taking his oar, and pointing his boat towaidt 
the main shore, he cried, * Had I better jump from 
the boat ? ' We could not answer, for either seemed 
certain destruction. Within a few rods of the Mis, 
the boat struck a rock, turned over, and lodged. He 
appeared to crawl ftom under it, and swam wiA the 
oar in his hand, till he went over the |M:ecipice. 

" Without the power to render assistance, for half 
an hour watching a strong man struggling with every 
nerve for life, yet doomed with almost certainty te an 
immediate and aXv^ful death, still hoping with ererf 
eflfort for his deliverance, caused an intenat^ of ex- 
citement, I pray God, never again to experience. '♦ 
— Bi^alo Commercial Advertiser, October 2, 1848. 

" It has been satisfactorily ascertained that the im- 
fortunate man who met so sudden and awful a fate 
at the falls, on Sunday afternoon,, was Richard Lee- 
dom, of this city. We understand that he owned a 
boat on the river, answering the description of the 
9 
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one which went over the falls, which he frequently 
used in fishing and sailing. He has not been seen or 
heard from since Saturday, on which day he borrowed 
a rifle, and said he was going down the river hunting ; 
and there is every reason to believe that it was he 
who was seen to go over the falls. He was a shoe- 
maker by trade, about thirty-five years of age, without 
a family."— JfcW. October 4, 1848. 

122. "You CAN TRUST HIM." — Nicholas Biddle, 
Esq., late president of the Bank of the United States, 
once dismissed a clerk, because the latter refused to 
write for him on the Sabbath. The young man, with 
a mother dependent on his exertions, was thus thrown 
out of employment by what some would call an over- 
nice scruple of conscience. But, a few days after, 
Mr. Biddle being requested to nominate a cashier for 
another bank, recommended this very individual, and 
mentioned this incident as proof of his trustworthi- 
ness. " You can trust him^'^ said he, ^^for he wouJdnH 
work for me on tSunday." 

123. Chables Turner. — " On Sunday afternoon, 
a party of five persons, among whom was Charles 
Turner, of South Boston, were on the water in a 
new boat, for the purpose of trying her speed. When 
near Dorchester line, the main-boom ' gibed,' striking 
Mr. Turner and knocking him overboard. . He sank 
immediately, and his body had not been recovered 
up to Monday morning. He was twenty-two years 
of age, and by trad^ a painter." — A Boston paper^ 
1848. 

- 124. "I would let her lie there." — "There 
are a class of people that find a vast amount of 
'works of necessity' upon the Sabbath; and it is 
oommon for such in hay season to have more or less 
to do with their hay upon that day. A colored man, 
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whe Iked with a fxtmtt of thw chajraet^r^ saxr, or 
thought he saw, a detennination, on the part of his 
employer, to follow up his labor upon this day of 
sacred rest. Sabbath morning, however, he was not 
up as usual at breakfast. The fenner^s son caHed 
him, but he said they need not waiit for him, as h» 
did not wish for any breakfast. * Why, Ceesar,' sadd 
he, ^ we shall want you, as soon as the dew is off, to 
help about the hay.* *No,' said he, *I can't work 
aay more o« the Sabbath; it is not right.' 'Not 
ligbt ! ' said the young man ; * is it not duty ta 
t^e caa?e of what Providence has given us?' 'Oy 
^lere is no necessity for it,' said he, ' and 'tis wrong tor 
do it.' ' But would yoo not pull your cow, or idieep,. 
out of a pit upon the Sabbath, Cassar ? ^ * No, not 
if I had been trying all the week to slwoe them 
in, I would let them lie there.'" — New England 
Puritan. 

126. Statemsot of a PATHfiiL — "I haveasoia 
who spent some months in travelling over the west* 
His trunk was stolen, the thief arrested, and my son 
compelled to give a bond for three hundred dollarSi 
that he would appear at the opening of the court in 
Sandusky city, on a Monday, in a future month, to 
testify against the thief. As that Monday approached, 
my son found himself upon the i^ores of Lake Michi* 
gan. He took a boat, which was expected to arrive 
at Sandusky city on Friday, or at farthest on Satur- 
day. But by some accident she was detained, and 
when the Sabbath sun arose, she was amidst &e 
marshes of Lake St. Clair. At the first landing-place 
my son went on shore, though he knew that by doing 
so he could not reach Sandusky city accotding to tte 
bond. He took the fiist boat that canle ak>ng <»t 
Monday, reached his post Tuesday forenooo, and 
reached the court-house as the district aitomey stood 
up to move the court that his boadsbouid be deekynd 
' 7» 
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finfeit ; bat he exclaimed, < Here I am,' and all waa 
right." 

126. The Elder and his Neighbor. — An elder 
in a Presbyterian church and his neighbor started to 
remove their families, with their own teams, from the 
state of North Carolina to the state of Missouri. 
The first week they travelled till Saturday afternoon. 
The elder then began to make preparation to stop, 
with his family and teams, till after the Sabbath : his 
neighbor remonstrated ; represented the length and 
difficulty of their journey, and used the various argu- 
ments which are common with Sabbath-breakers, as 
reasons why they should continue their journey on the 
Sabbath. But the elder was not to be moved. On 
Sabbath morning, his neighbor tried his logic and his 
riietoric again, but with no better success than before. 
He therefore harnessed his team, and went off alone, 
telling the elder that he would go before, and get all 
things, at their new home, in readiness against his 
arrival. He continued to travel seven days in a 
week, and the elder only six; and yet the elder 
arrived at the journey's end sooner than he did by 
two dajrs, and had that time to prepare for his arrival. 

127. " I BfUST EARN MT DoLLAR A DaT." A yoimg 

man was married, and entered into business. He was 
industrious, and greatly prospered. Being acquainted 
with music, and skilful in the performance of it, he 
was employed to take charge of the singing, on the 
Sabbath, in public worship. For this service he 
received about a dollar a day, or fifty dollars a year. 
He, of course, confined his worldly business to six 
days in a week, and attended church regularly on the 
Sabbath. At length, some of the people became dis- 
satisfied with him as a leader of the music, and he 
was no longer employed in that service. He then 
ceased to attend public worship, and employed him- 
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aelf, on the Sabbath, in his secular concerns. He 
said he must earn his dollar a day ; and if he could 
not do it by attending church, he would do it by 
attending to his business. For a time, he earned his 
dollar ^ day ; sometimes, it may be, he earned more. 
But his affairs, by and by, became embarrassed. It 
was evident that he was running behindhand; at 
length he failed in business. His property was sold 
to pay his creditors; and his family were left desti- 
tute. His earning his dollar a day, by attending to his 
worldly business on the Sabbath, and his neglect of 
public worship for that purpose, was like putting his 
money into a bag with holes : it tended to poverty. 

If a young man would have good reason to believe 
that he shall continue to prosper in his worldly busi- 
ness, and that his prosperity will be a blessing to 
him, he must coni&ne his attention to secular concerns 
to six days in a week, and must devote the Sabbath 
to the worship of God, and the promotion of the spir- 
itual good of men. 

128. " By strictly observing the Sabbath, Sir." — 
A number of years ago, several young Scotchmen came 
in company to the United States, and landed at New 
York. On the following day, which was the Sab- 
bath, it was proposed go out and to see the city and 
its environs. All assented except one. He had been 
charged by his father, on leaving home, not to break 
the Sabbath. He would not disobey him. In a few 
years, he was possessor of a large estate, and his com- 
panions were in the drunkard's grave. He was visit- 
ed by a Mr. C , who asked him, " How did you 

accumulate yoiu wealth?" He answered, "JBy 
strictly observing the Sabbath^ SirJ^^ 

129. The Pennsylvania Drover. — This man 
stated that he had followed the business of driving 
cattle twenty-one years, and that his uniform practice 
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had been, to let them rest on the Sabbath. His lead- 
ing motive in doing this was obedience to the law 
of God and of the state ; bnt it had been greatly to 
bis advantage. In one instance, he gained eight days 
of another drover, that did not rest on the Sabbath, 
in driving from the interior of Indiana to Carlisle, in 
Pennsylvania; and, ordinarily, he gained two days 
of those who drove withont stopping on the Sabbath, 
and his cattle, on an average, were each worth two 
dollars more in the market. 

130. All his Childreit pious. — Prom the state 
of New York a gentleman writes, "About thirty 
years ago, in a farming district in a neighboring 
county, were about ten femiiies, with good farms and 
good prospects. But they followed their worldly 
bosiness on tlie Sabbath, and brought up their chil- 
dren in the same way. A few days ago, an aged 
relative, who has just visited the district, and who, 
thirty years ago, bought a farm there, on which his 
brother now resides, informed me that all those fami- 
lies have gone to destruction, and many of their 
descendants are vagabonds. 

" His brother, a Sabbath-keeper, has been greatly 
blessed in his estate and in his family, all his chil- 
dren being prosperous and pious." 

131. The Man and his Horse. — A gentleman 
from New York was travelling, with a horse and 
sulky, through one of the New England states. He 
arrived at a small village on Saturday evening, and 
put up for the night. In the morning, after some 
little hesitation, he concluded to proceed on his 
journey, having attempted to silence his conscience 
by the common subterfuge, that he could serve God 
on the way, as well as at a public house. He stopped 
at another small village, directed his horse to be fed, 
and called for dinner. It was the hour of intermis- 
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sion of public worship, and a namber of th« worship* 
pers were assembled at the tavern where he stopped, 
awaiting the hour of afternoon service. While din- 
ner was preparing, he retired into a back room, and 
took up a magazine which lay on the table. The 
first article that met his eye was a brief account of 
the life and death of his own mother, who had been 
dead for a considerable time, which he had never 
before seen. He was deeply affected at the reading 
of it, — so much so, that he felt it necessary to excuse 
himself to the landlady, who had witnessed his 
emotions, — and he then stated the fact, that the sub- 
ject of the memoir which he had been reading was 
his mother, and that the reading of it awakened feel- 
ings which he could not repress. The landlady, 
who was a pious woman, heard his statement with 
apparent astonishment ; and, after a moment's pause, 
said, ** Is it possible that the son of so godly a mother 
can be guilty of travelling on the Sabbath?" The 
gentleman was confounded, and attempted to excuse 
himself ; but his stammering tongue refused to do its 
office. The rebuke, the approaching hour of wor- 
ship, and conscience, admonished him to stop ; but, 
after a struggle, he determined to go on, and, if pos- 
sible, to reach the place of his destination by the 
hour for tea. Just before he reached it, the heavens' 
gathered blackness, the lightning's vivid flash, and 
the thunders soon proclaimed that a tempest was at 
hand. He put his horse to his utmost speed, and 
reached the tavern just as the rain descended in 
torrents. Giving the lines to the hostler, he sprang 
from his sulky, directed his horse to be put m a cool 
place by himself, and went into the house. The land- 
lord, who was acquainted with him, met him in the 
hall, and told him that tea was ready, and proposed 
to show him to the table. The thought then struck 
him, first, to go to the stable and see that his horse 
was properly taken care of; and, taking his umbrella^ 
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had been, to let them rest on th y^nred diat the host- 
ing motive in doing this vr ^Mi instead of stopping 
of God and of the state ^tshQ usually did, (for be 
his advantage. In one ^/«wsed through the bam to 
of another drover, t^ ^^ the back door. On leaving 
in driving from th** ^ ^failed,*— from what cause he 
Pennsylvania ; r 'r, settled down for a moment, almost 
of those who ^ . ^^ousaess ; but, recovering himself, 
and his catt* y '^ bouse. There was some confusion 
dollars mo' // * J^st^, from a conviction, as it appeared, 
4. 'jjiiiing had struck either the house or 
130. <^..i near it In a moment, an individual 
of N >^jf#nd said, " Your fine horses are killed by 
yee ^«^jflg/' A stranger ran to the stable, and in 
cr ^^^^^ returned, saying, <' It it is not my horses 
' ^^JTiilled, but the gentleman's from New York. 
^/lostler had taken my horses from their stall, and 
Lbia in their place to cool." The gentleman im- 
^ately left the table, and went to the stable, and 
foaod it even so. His beautiful horse had probably 
been killed by the same stroke that brought him to 
the ground, as he left the stable door — a stroke 
which, if he had lingered for a moment, had prob- 
ably sent him into eternity. He felt that the hand 
of God was in it ; and that it was his mercy alone 
that had spared him, while in his Providence he had 
taken property enough to teach him that it is not 
profitable to break the command, <^ Remember the 
Sabbath i>at, »o keep it holy." He resolved, from 
that hour, never to yieW to temptation, however 
strong, to travel on the Sabbath; and he told the 
writer of this, after more than thirty years, that he 
had, by the grace of God, kept his resolution. He 
did not feel that he had been a loser; nor will other 
men, it is believed, who fairly make the experiment, be 
likely to feel, in life or in death, that they had, on 
the whole, been losecs by obeying the command-' 
ment of the Lord. 
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^^F SlNNBES «N!riO£ T«BE^ CONSENT THOV 

^umber of young persons, on the Saibbs^th, 
.0 the river for the purpose of going out 
.^er. One of 1^ young ladies said, << I think 
*i do wrong ; my conscience condenins me; I 
., return." "There can be no harm," said a 
^entlemaa, "in taking an excursion on the matter, 
eq)^ciaUy as we are resolved to go to church in the 
evening." " I must return," said the other. " What 
will my father say, if he hears of it ? " But being 
fiunrounded by all the gentlemen of the party, sh« 
yielded, and the boat pushed off. They had not gone 
fer, when one of the gentlemen fell overboard. All 
rushed to that side of the boat, which upset it, and 
9JI were plunged into the water. Boats from the 
shore were immediately put off for their relief. They 
mcked up all they could find, and brought them back. 
But two were missing. " Where is my sister ? " s^id 
the one who a few minutes before said, "There can 
be no harm in taking an excursion on the w^ter^ 
especially as we have resolved to go to church in the 
evening." "Where is my Charles?" said another. 
At length, the boats that had gone farther up the 
river, as the tide was rising, were seen returning. 
" Have you found any ? " cried one. The answer waa, 
"Yes, two." "Here is a gentleman," said one* 
" But I believe he is dead." " Where is the lady ? " 
said another. It was replied, "She is in the other 
boat." " Is she dead ? " "I fear ^e is." And, sad 
to relate, such was found to be the fact. Their bodies 
were conveyed to a neighboring house. The gentle- 
man was resuscitated; but tl^ lady was dead. It 
was the same that said, "My conscience condenma 
me ; I must go back." Her brother, who had M^% 
^ There ca^ be no hairm in taking an excursion on the 
water," now said, " O my sistet ! my sister 1 WouW 
to God I had died for thee ! I forced her to go ?]^yttnat 
the dicjtate^ of con^iwise, { am her mur4eser. I 
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ought to have perisJied, and not my sister. Who will 
bear the tidings to our father ? How can I ever appear 
again in his presence ? I enticed the best of childreii 
to an act of disobedience, which has destroyed her. 
-^^^ If sinners entice thee, consent thou not," 

133. "Don't leave Pout on the Sabbath." — 
An agent of the New York Oity Tract Society having 
left some tracts on board a Boston packet, the captain 
and others read them ; and the consequence was, they 
felt their minds perplexed upon a subject that prob- 
ably had never before caused them any uneasiness. 
A few weeks ago, on a Sabbath day, the captain saw 
a tract visitor on the dock, and, going to him, said, 
" I wish to ask your opinion : do you think it right 
to sail out of port on the Sabbath?" The visitor 
replied, " I suppose you expect what my answer will 
be. I say at once. No, it is not right ; and I know 
that God will bless the captain that honors his holy 
day." " Well, what am I to do ? " said the captain; 
'* the pilot is on board, and so are all the hands, and 
we are hauled out to the end of the dock." " Don't 
care for that, captain. Take my advice, and do right : 
don't sail to-day." This conversation took place as 
they were going to the packet, and part of it was 
overheard by the mate and the pilot. The mate 
approved of the visitor's advice, but the pilot walked 
about the deck, muttering his discontent. The cap- 
tain went below in an unsettled state of mind ; and, 
after he had been there a short time, the visitor went 
to him, reasoned with him, gave him several tracts, 
and advised him to go when he could do it with a 
clear conscience. The captain's reply was, " You are 
right, and I will not go to-day." Orders to that effect 
were immediately given, the pilot was sent home until 
Monday morning, and the men were all recommended 
to go to church. 

A few days ago, the visitor was met by a sailor. 
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who said to him, " Well, friend, sure enough, we had 
a good trip to Boston, as you said we would." The 
writer did not recollect erer having seen him before, 
but the sailor told him that he was on board the 
packet, and heard much of what was said, and added| 
" We had a feir wind all the way, and talked about it 
nearly all the time." 

Captains, if you would have good voyages, sail 
under the protection of Him who controls the winds 
and the waves. And if you would have good crews, 
do not require your men to sin against God, but set 
them a good exam|de, and endeavor to make them 
good men. Neither durable riches, nor the good will 
of those you command, can be secured by practical 
infidelity ; for the Lord saith, " Them that honor me 
I wiU b<mor, and they that despise me shall be lightly 
esteemed." 

134 The last Sabbath in Port. — The "At- 
lantic" steamer left New York on Saturday after- 
noon, expecting, by taking about one hour of the 
Sablmth, to arrive with the passengers at Allen's Point; 
and the passengers . hoped, by taking, for travelling 
on the railroad, five or six hours more, to arrive 
in Boston on Sabbath morning. But the steamer 
broke her machinery, and was obliged on Saturday 
night to put back again to New York. On Sabbath 
morning, through the kindness of the Lord, all were 
safe in port. The steamer was drawn upon the dry 
dock, and mechanics employed a considerable portion 
of the day in repairing her machinery. On Sabbath 
afternoon, she again left New York, and proceeded up 
Long bland Sound to Allen's Point ; but in the course 
of the ensuing week, she encoimtered a violent storm, 
and after numerous perils and the loss of many lives, 
she lay a dismal wreck upon the rocks, tolling her 
death knell by the winds of heaven. 

On Sabbath morning, a vessel left Boston harbori 

No. 5. 8 
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llKviog om. lK)9xd Uuitoen thousand im» bundled 
boakek of corni and on^ thousand barrels of com 
meal She went on shoie ou Truro beachi was a total 
losfl^ and alL hands on board perilled. 

Had the officers of the above mentioned vesads 
known that those were to be the last Sabbaths that 
they were ever to spend in port, would they have 
spent any portion of them in repairing machinery, <xt 
oxjL that holy day have left the harbor ? As men can 
never know, on any Sabbath morning, but that it may 
he their last on earth, wisdcon and duty both ui^e 
them to spend it and all their passing days in learning 
apd in doing the will of God ; that when their last 
Sabbath on, earth shall come, Uien the next Sabbath 
thf y may be in heaveiL Keased, unq^akably and 
forever blessed, shall be all those, who, when their 
Lord Cometh, shall be found doing his will. They 
sbflU have right to the tree of life, and enter in through 
the gates in the city; where they shall hunger no 
more, neither thirst any more, but the Lamb himself 
sh^ll laad them to fountains of living wat^, and wipe 
away forever all tears from their eyes. 
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FIRST REPORT. 



Facts show that there is a growing eonviction, foonded 
upon experience and obsertation, that property and life 
are more soft onder the care of those who keep the Sab- 
bath, than under the care of those who violate it ; and 
that the one class are more likelj to be blessed and to be 
a blessing, eren in this world, than the other. Though 
the violation of the Sabbath maj, in some cases, seem to 
prevent present loss, or to result in present gain, yet ii 
dees net end well. The observance of that day is found, 
on the whole, to be most profitable. As principles and 
facts become known, all see new evidence that ** the Sab- 
bath was made for man," and that in the keeping of it, 
according to the will of Qod, there is great reward. It 
is profitable unto all things, — with regard to this life, as 
w^ as that which is to come. It is adapted to the nature 
of men, suited to their capacities, and essential to the 
8iq>ply of their wants. And no portion of the human 
family to whom the will of God is made known, with re- 
gard to. the Sabbath, can fail to observe it without injur- 
ing themselves, and exerting an influence which is cal- 
culated to injure their fdlow men. Nor can they fail to 
observe it without dishonoring their Maker, and lesseniif 
the influence of his moral government over the hearts aad 
lives of men. 
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With a ?iew to render universal a con?iction of these 
trathsy the Secretary of this Union has published the first 
number of a work entitled, " Permanent Sabbath Docu- 
ments." The object of this work is, to exhibit the ends 
for which the Sabbath was appointed, and the reasons why 
it should be kept ; the benefits that will result to men, if 
they observe it, and the evils, which, by laws that no one 
can annul or evade, tMtst come upon them if they do not. 
The Sabbath, with its attendant means of grace, is the 
Great Institution of Jehovah, for communicating, preserv- 
ing, and rendering practically efficacious the knowledge 
of himsilf) as the Creator, Preserver, Redeemer, Bene- 
factor, Owner, Governor, and Judge of men. It is the 
Institution which he appointed^ and which ke blesses for 
that purpose. A^ so efficacious is it for that end, that 
no people who have continued to observe it, acoording to 
his will, have ever lost the knowledge of the one only 
liviiq^ and true God, or cease publicly to 8er?e and adore 
htm. And had mil people continued from the beginning 
to observe it, they had in all ages been worshipeis of 
Jehovah, and idolatry would nevar have been practiced 
upon the earth. They woidd also have experieneed na«> 
merous t^nporal benefits, to the body and the seol, and 
would have foand it, in aU its iafiu^ioes, lo be promotive 
of their highest good. 

In thm work above mentioned, these principles aro 
illustrated by nuneroas facts. These facts show that the 
Sabbalh is not a positive or mocul institution merely, bet 
is based upon a natural law ; and that obedience to it is 
essential to the physical, as reidly es to the moral and re^ 
ligious well-being of mankind ; that ihtee who obey it are, 
as a body, more healthy, perform more labor, and live 
lei^r, than those who do not They are also moie 
moral, mid b^er fitted for all the duties of life. 

The same law of nature is shown also to apply to beasts 
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of bttnieti. Those irMoh «i« onployod to tlio f/tmii 6f 
tbeir <iap«c4V]r «hi dajrs onty in n w«d{, and aro perinittod 
tote«t oM, aire iiidre iMHdtiij mud lon^Uted Unai those 
wftfkifa aHs ttos employed during the whole sevett. Tliey 
can aM do mor^ work. Numeroov facts ate givett which 
are itfoMratlre of fheae tmths f and which show the rea^ 
sons why the Dirltie Being, in the command in which hfe 
ferhfids men to work on the Sabbatii, ettends his benero- 
lent regard to the brute creation. iThey were made for 
six days' labor in a week, but not for seven. And they 
cannot endure it, without lessening their health, and 
shortening their lires. 

Attention is inrited especially to the object for which 
the Sabbath was appointed, and to the reasons why all 
men should observe it ; to the facts, that only six days in 
a week hare been made or given to men for secular busi- 
ness, and that they have no moral right to take more ; 
and that if they do take more, it is without right, in oppo- 
sition to express Statute, written by the finger of God on 
tables of stone ; and in violation of a Law which he has 
interwoven throughout the nature of man and beast ; that 
the Sabbath for secular business belongs to no man, and 
that it is not honest for a man to take what is not his. 

Attontion is invited also to the extensive medical testi- 
mony contained in the above mentioned work, and to the 
providential developments which show that testimony to 
be in accordance with truth ; and also to the effects prcH 
doced by the desecration of the Sabbath upon the morals 
and general welfare of the community. 

And as the Sabbath is an Institution of Divine appoint- 
ment, the observance of which is shown, not only by 
Scripture, but by facts, to be essential to the highest so- 
cial, civil, and religious interests of men ; as it tends to 
promote the intellectHid elevation, the moral purity, the 
social happiness, and the eternal good of all who observe 
1» 
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it ; md u men oanoot violate it without dighonoriog God, 
and iDJuriog themselres and their fellow-m^, we would 
mott reapectfullj and earnestl j entreat all friends of the 
Sabbath to gt?e to ito observance the influence of a con- 
scientious and consistent example. And we woald invite 
them to endeavor, by disseminating universal infi>rma> 
tion, and bj other kind, moral influences, to persuade all 
men to pursue a course so divinely adapted to promote 
the glor J of God, and the welfare of the human race. 
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SECOND REPORT. 



WiTBiN the last three years there have been m the 
United States fifteen General Sabbath ConTentions. 
Seven of them were State Conventions, and were attended 
by firom one to five hundred delegates. One of them was 
a National Ck>nyention, which assembled at Baltimore on 
the 27th of November, 1844. The number ef Delegates 
was upwards of sev^iteen hundred, and from eleven dif- 
ferent States. John Quincj Adams, late President of the 
United States, presided ; and Harmer Denny, late mem- 
ber of Congress firom Pennsylvania, Charles W. Ridgely 
of Maryland, Charles N. Davis of Washington, D. C, 
and Timothy Stillman of New York, were Secretaries. 

Mr. Adams, on taking the Chair, after returning thanks 
to the Convention for the unexpected honor which they 
bad conferred on htm, said, ** I always felt myself under 
obligation to observe that law which was given by God 
himself from Mount Sinai, in those solemn words, * Re- 
member the Sabbath Day to keep it \uAj ; ' a command 
which was subsequently renewed and re-enforced by the 
injunctions of the Saviour of mankind. 

" The importance of a right observance of the Sabbath, 
cannot be controverted. So far as my experience has 
gone, it would seem to me, that this is the point toward 
which there will be a propriety in this Convention's 
directing its efforts. So far as propagating opinions in 
favor of the sacred observance of the day, I feel it to be 
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mj datj to gi?e M the faculties of my soul to that sub- 
ject" 

Oo leafing the chair, he expressed his gratification at 
what the Con?ention had done, and said, '< If it b true, 
that there exists a solid foundation for the remark which 
has been alluded to, of the late lamented Duponceau, that 
the American nation is distinguished above all other na- 
tions of the earth for its profound reverence for, and gen- 
eral observance of the Sabbath, I hope that the result of 
the pieseat Convention wiU greatly iMreaseeach evidence 
of ks true gl#ry/' 

The remark which Mr. Adams referred io had just been 
vend in an Addios which bad been adopted, to the Peo* 
pie of the United Sutes. That Address dosed in the fbU 
lowing mamfter, viz :— 

'< It was the remark of one of the ablest and. purest of 
those foreignera who came to our aid in days of revohi- 
tiMMury peril, and who made his home, and reotntly his 
gfave among us, the lale venerable Duponceau of Fhiln- 
delphia» that of all we claimed as chamcteristicy onr ob- 
servance of the Sabbath is the only one, truly natioiMd 
and American ; and for this cause, if lor no other, he 
trusted ii would never lose its hold on our afieotions andl 
patriotism. It was a noble thought^ nud may well mingAe 
with higher and nobleif motives to stimulate our effiirts ata4 
encourage our hopes. And while It is the glory so ei^ger- 
iy coveted by other nations that they may he pre viMwnt 
in conqnests iind CKtended rule, let us gladly aooep t it, an 
our distinction, ai^d wear it as the fairest of all that graon 
our escutcheon, that we pre-eminently honor the S^bath 
And theSabbath'a Lord." 

Th# oecaaioB on which Duponcean ntiered the abnve» 
and the «flbct of it. on tfaose who faeard^ are worthy of 
record. 

A project had been started, in the city where he lived, 
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for tlM opeoiiig, on the SaUmtli, of a certain Rea^ag 
Establisbiiiettt. Some were in fdTor of it, and otiwra were 
qfipoaed to it A meeting was called ; those conoemed as* 
BcmMed and diacuaaed the aabjeot After others Jiad ex- 
preesed their opinions, socne on one aide and some on the 
other, Deponceau arose and ntlered the sentiment re* 
ferred to* The eflbet was electrical, and the conoknion 
was, that the Elstablishment should net be opened on the 
Sabbath. 

May the same noUe patriotic senttment echo from heart 
to heart» and from city to city, till not a secular Reading 
Room shall be opened, or any secular bnsiness or amuse- 
ment be pursued, on the Sabbath, in any part of our 
country. Then will the wish of the venerable Precadeait 
of the National ConTention, in the evidence' of the in- 
creasing observance of the Sabbath, *' the true glory of 
the nation," foe aceomf^ished. 

While, as a nation, we keep the Sabbath holy, the God 
of the Sabbath wBl be a waU of fire round about us, and a 
glory in the midst of us. Our bulwark will be salvation, 
and onr defence will be praise. 

The more the claims of the Sabbath are examined in 
the light of principles and facts which Jire developed in 
the word and by the providence of God, the more gener- 
ally will not only devout CInristians, but wise philamhro- 
piats, consistent patriots, and men of business give to its 
observance the influence of their habitual example. It 
is the friend and the helper of man, in all depaitmmits 
of business, and in all the lawful and proper concerns of 
liie. 

Especially is it the friend of the laborer and of the 
masses of the people. Go where you will, if yon find 
them destitute of the Sabbath, or devoting it to pnrposea 
of worldly business or amusement, you find them in com- 
parative ignorance, vice and degradation. On the other 
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haad, however hard their lot, and unfa? orable in other re- 
apeetSy their condition, if they have the rest and the priv- 
ileges of the Sabbath, and keep it in accordance with the 
will of its Author, you find them comparati?ely intelligent, 
Tirtuooa, uaeful, and happy. The adrocates of the Sab- 
bath, therefore, and those who giro to its due obserfance 
the infloence of a consistent example, are emphatically 
the friends of the people. 

Should all the secular business of the country, in the 
gOTemment and out of it, be confined to the only time 
gi?en to men, or which they have a right to employ for 
that purpose, there is no good reason to doubt but that all 
the great interests of the country would thereby be pro- 
moted. 

As long as individuals and nations shall be dependent 
upon Jehovah, and he be, what he ever has been, " a God 
that judgeth in the earth," their interests, as well as their 
duty, will require that they should obey him. And the 
interests of a nation no more require that its agents 
should take seven days in a week for secular business, 
than the interests of individuals. And he who has for- 
bidden it, can as easily bring down the one, as he can 
the other. Though bodies of men, especially when high 
in office, wiU sometimes pursue courses, from which they 
wonld shrink back as individuals, yet for their public and 
official, as really as for their private conduct, they are 
accountable, and will be held responsible at the divine 
tribnnal. 

It is the doi$ig of the will of Qod that exalts a nation 
and promotes its true glory ; while the violating of that 
will, ia a reproach, and will, to a nation as well as to in- 
dividuals, in the end be a curse. This is peculiarly the 
case with regard to the Christian Sabbath. 
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THIRD REPORT, 



Facts show that the Sabbath is not an arbitrary ap- 
pointment, a political regulation, or a positive institution 
merely, but has its foundation in the nature of things ; 
and that the command of Jehovah to remember and keep 
it holy, expresses an obligation which grows out of the 
nature of man, his relations to his Maker and his fellow 
men ; which was binding before the command was writ- 
ten on the table of stone, and which will continue to be 
binding upon all who shall know it, to the end of time. 

For this reason the command was placed, by the Law* 
giver, in the Moral Code ; and is a part of that law, which 
is not made void, but is 'established by the gospel. These 
facts and the principles which they illustrate have been 
embodied in the two previous Sabbath Documents. The 
first exhibits the ends for which the Sabbath was appoint* 
ed and the reasons why all men should observe it. The 
second shows that it was designed to be a permanent 
institution ; and that it is the will of God that the Lord's 
day should be kept holy, to the end of the world. 

The good that might be expected to result from the 
universal circulation of these Documents and a dissemina- 
tion of a knowledge of the principles and facts which they 
contain, producing in the minds of the young an intelli- 
gent conviction of the duty and utility of remembering 
the Sabbath day and keeping it holy, would be unspeaka* 
bly great. 
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The iDflueoce on the formation of their character, on 
their success io the world, on their usefulness among men, 
and on their preparation for hea?en, would be all-penrad- 
ing and powerful; while the happiness of individuals and 
funilies, the peace of neighborhoods and of society, the 
purity and permanaftcy of free institntiofis, the efficacy of 
the gospel and the progress of true religion in the world, 
would thus be greatly promoted. In few, if any ways, it 
is beliered, could property be employed to greater advan- 
tage, or with a fairet prospect of lasting good to man- 
kind. 

The following communications express the rtews of a 
number of distinguished men, with regard to the value of 
the Documents and the importance of their uni?ersat cir^ 
lation. 

JWm FrqftMtor ChrtmUaf, of Vm Lam OeboolmBarward UmoeniUf,. 

<«I have read, with deep iotertst, the PenBaaeat Sa^ath 
Document The desecration of tbe Lord*s Day in our land 
has indeed become very ffreat, and tends to a general disregard 
of all the other eoramaji£ in tbe decalogue, and vltiniately of 
God himself, and of coarse to a general dissolotion of morals. 
Any judicious efforts to stay the progress of this evil must be 
productive of good ; and to this end the Tract alluded to wiO * 
be eminently conducive. It ought to be in tbe bands of every 
head of a funily, and every man of business in the country* 
I hope that tbe proposed series will be continued, embracing 
the proofs of the reheious obligation and doty of keeping tbe 
Sabbath My to the Lord, as well as the advantages of resting 
ttom labor on that day ; at tbe same time exposing the weak- 
ness of the reasons by which men justify or excuse the con- 
trary practice." 

i¥m Fnfmmr Chodnch, •/ TaU CotUge. 

^ The design of placing tbe Permanent Sabbath Documents 
in every family of the United States, that is willing to receive 
them, is, in my view, one of deep interest to tbe welfare of 
our country. The fticts which are there presented, and the 
testimony of distinguisbed men, to the social, civil, and re- 
ligious benefits of tbe Sabbath, are calculated to arrest the 
attention of the most thoughtless minds; and especially to 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



13 

exert a powerful influence on the young, who are peculiarly 
tempted to disregard this sacred institution." 

From Professor Woodsy of Andover Theological Seminary. 

" It is clear to me, that the measures you have adopted, and 
particularly the Sabhath Documents you have published, are 
adapted to make a deep and permanent impression on the pub- 
lie mind in favor of the religious observance of the Lord'9 
Day. It is manifestly of the highest consequence, that the 
Sabbath should be regarded as a divine ordinance ; and that 
we should be fully persuaded that we are as really required, by 
the supreme authority of God, to remember it and keep it holy, 
as we are to obey any other command of the Decalogue. If 
the Sabbath is let down from the high place it holds in the 
divine law, if it is considered as an ordinance of man, and if 
the observance of it is enforced merely by considerations of 
expediency, it will fail of controlling the conscience; will 
leave men exposed to be led away by temptation, and will 
never secure to them the benefits of cordial obedience to 
God. On this and other essential points, the Permanent Sab- 
bath Documents make a just impression, and make it deeply. 
I can think of nothing that would be more likely to exert an 
auspicious influence on the interests of the church and the 
community at large, than for the Permanent Sabbath Docu- 
ments to be put into every family in the United States. To 
accomplish this, is an object worthy of the earnest endeavors 
of those who are friends to the temporal and eternal interests 
of their fellow men." 

From President Day, of YaU College, 

" The first number of the Permanent Sabbath Documents I 
have read with deep interest. It gives a condensed and lumi- 
nous view of the reasons and scriptural authority for the* 
universal and perpetual obligation of the weekly Sabbath;, 
and the array of facts is admirably fitted to produce conviction 
and impression in widely different classes of the community ; 
to reach the statesman and the private citizen ; the student 
and the laborer ; merchants, mechanics, and farmers ; cap- 
italists and operatives ; travelers on the land and on the wa- 
ter. These facts have a practical application, not only to the 
momentous prospects of the future world, but to all the en- 
gagements and diversified interests of the present life. 
Their bearing upon the welfare of individu^s and commu^ 
nities can be understood by men in the humblest walks of life;, 
while they show impressively that their monitory voice cannot 
safely be disregarded by the most intelligent and refined. 
A 2 
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Tbey teaeh most conclusively, that this stated, saered tetitf 
itf essential to the preservation of bodily health and mental 
rigor, as well as to sound morality and pure religion. Our 
hopes for perpetuating our free institutions must depend, in 
a great measure, npon that moral and religions training of our 
Touth, that is to be expected only from the instruction and 
impressions which belong to the consecrated hours of the 
Sabbath. 

The call for systematic efforts to bring upon all classes the 
hallowed influences of the day, is the more imperative, since 
the convenience and expedition of our public conveyances, 
have greatly increased the temptations to violate its rest, for 
purposes of amusement and enterprises which hold out fasci- 
nating prospects of gain. At such a time we have reason to 
rejoice that we have it in our power to bring forward the tes- 
timony of so many distinguished physicians and eminent 
statesmen in favor of a reguur observance of the Sabbath. 

The favorable change in public opinion which has already 
been produced, by spreading before the community a body 
of statistical information respecting the observance or a vio- 
lation of the Sabbath, ought to stimulate us to vigorous and 
persevering exertions in the cause in which you have been so 
zealously and successfully engaged. I hope that efiectual 
measures will be taken to distribute the Sabbath Documents 
through the length and breadth of the land, and that other 
similar collections of principles and facts may be circulated 
among all classes, till we shall become a nation fearing God 
and obeying his commands. May the blessing of Heaven 
descend abundantly upon your self-denying labors, in a cause 
upon which the social and political, the temporal and spiritual 
welfare of our country so greatly depends." 

From President Wayland, of Brown UniversUy^ 

^I have read the Sabbath Document with great interest 
The information which it embodies on the subject of the 
observance of the Sabbath is of great importance, and the 
manner in which it is conveyed seems to me incapable of giv- 
ing offence to any reasonable man. I cannot doubt that its 
universal circulation would greatly advance the interests of 
virtue and piety." 

F^rom the EdUar of an important Periodical Publication in one of the. Western 
States. 

•* We have received No. 1, of the Permanent Sabbath Docu- 
ments, and have sead it with uumingled satisfaction and profit 
It is a pamphlet of sixty pages, and the only thing we found 
any cause to regret was, that there was not more of the same 
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kind. No one, we are persuaded, can read it withont profit 
It ought to be in every family in the land." 

From President NoU, of Union College. 

**I rejoice to learn that arrangements have been made to 
pot the Permanent Sabbath Documents into sixty tbouaand 
families. It is not possible to anticipate the good that may 
result from the diffusion of the knowledge of the facts and 
arguments contained therein to so great a number of families. 
But why should the distribution of these Documents be con- 
fined within these limits? What might not be expected if 
they could be placed in every family throughout the length 
and breadth of the land, and the eye of the nation, the whole 
notion, be turned towards the evidence which exists, and is 
embodied in those Documents, that the Sabbath was made for 
man — and that the highest happiness of individuals and fami- 
lies, as well as nations, will be best promoted by the due ob- 
servance of that consecrated day. 

All God'fl laws are founded in wisdom and goodness, and it 
is as much the interest, as it is the duty of man, to obey them. 
There are considerations in favor of the observance of the 
Sabbath embodied in these Documents that could not fail to 
impress the mind of the patriot and statesman, as well as the 
Christian, if presented before them. If the nation is to be 
saved, the observance of the Sabbath must be restored ; and 
in order to the restoration of the observance of the Sabbath, 
the understanding of the public must be enlightened, and 
the conscience of the public quickened — and I know of 
no way in which this is so likely, by the blessing of God, to 
be effected, as by a very general circulation of these Docu- 
ments." 

From Pres. Humphreiff of AmherH CoiUge, 

" I have looked over the first number of the * Permanent 
8al)bath Documents,' issued by the Committee, and consider it 
as eminently calculated to do good. Its spirit, its arguments, 
its testimonials from the highest sources, and above all, its 
facts, are just what the public want, and they must make an 
knpression wherever the pamphlet goes. I have no hesitation 
in saying, that a copy of it ought to be put into every family 
in the land.** 

From Pres. CogtweU, of Gilmamton Theohgical Seminary. 

^ Your Permanent Sabbath Documents, diffused as they wiH 
be through the land, must be attended with the most happy 
results. The Documents should be furnished for every human 
dwelling. They should be bound and placed next to the fiible 
ftfid the hymn-book of the family. They must prove a ^rand 
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inttnimeDtality in proinpting the observance of the Sabbath, 
which 8o strikingly exhibits the Divine wisdom and goodness ; 
and which cannot be too highly appreciated. This sacred day, 
aanctioned and perpetuated by Divine authority, has been of 
more utility in preserving the knowledge and worship of God, 
and thereby in promoting the happiness of nian, than all other 
institutions." 

From Rev. Samuel C. Daun<m, HcnolulUf Sandwich Islands, 

** I have perused with great pleasure, the Permanent Sabbath 
Document, No. 1. I trust that it may have a wide circulation. 
I should be glad to have some benevolent individual forward 
to me five hundred copies, to put into circulation among the 
seamen and the foreign community in the Pacific, and in Poly- 
nesia. 1 regard the observance of the Sabbath, of the first 
importance, and am satisfied that the manner in which its holy 
hours are spent is a good test of the religious spirit of a com- 
monity, a family, or individuaL" 

From Rev. D. B. Lymaiif H'do, Sandwich Islands. 

** I have received the Permanent Sabbath Document, pub- 
lished by the Committee of the American and Foreign Sab- 
bath Union; and perused its contents, tnth great pleasure. 
Would it were carefully studied^ by all the families in the 
United States ; and by all their citizens who go abroad. Can- 
not some means be found of placing a copy in the counting 
room and parlor of every shipowner ; and in the cabin, steer- 
age and forecastle of every ship. There are more than six 
hundred ships employed in the whale fishery from the United 
States. Each ship, it is understood, carries from twenty-four 
to forty men. The average is not less than thirty. Hence, the 
number of seamen employed in this business from the United 
States is, at least, eighteen thousand." 

Such are the sentiments expressed by the above and 
other philanthropic men with regard to the First Docu- 
ment. The Second Document goes more fully into the 
considerations which show that the Sabbath was designed 
to be permanent ; and that it is the will of God that the 
Lord's day should be kept hdy to the end of time. The 
following are some of the testimonials concerning this 
Document 

From Rev. John Piercef of Brookline, 

" 1 have read with intense interest the second number of 
* Permanent Sabbath Documents.' The first number I also 
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perused with much satisfaction when it was first issued. The 
argument appears to me sound, and the reasoning conclusive. 
Should these views be generally embraced and the Sabbath 
be kept accordingly, there can be no doubt that it wMild di- 
minish, if not remrm those abuses, especially in our cities, so 
heart-rending to the friends of religion, decency, and order, 
in their vicinity. I allude to visits at places of public resort, 
by so many youn^ men, for Bacchanalian festivities, and other 
immoralities ; to Uieir furious races through the streets of the 
city and neighborhood, reckless of consequences ; endanger- 
ing the Jives and limbs of those who come in their way ; dis- 
turbing the quiet of families by rude noises ; poisoning the air 
with their narcotic exhalations ; and sometimes disturbing 
worshiping assemblies with their clamorous sports. That your 
efforts, and especially the wide circulation of your Permanent 
Sabbath Documents mav help to abate such public nuisances, 
and reclaim for the Lord's day that regard to which it is enti- 
tled, and which would so greatly promote the public good, is 
the earnest prayer and confident expectation of your sincere 
friend." 

From Rev, Ralph Emerson, Professor d/ Ecclesiastical History in the An- 
dover TJieological Seminary. 

** I have just read No. 2, of the Permanent Sabbath JDocu- 
ments. It is a candid and conclusive argument in favor of the 
Christian Sabbath m a divine institution ; and, like its prede- 
cessor, is well fitted to meet the exigency of the times. The 
biblical part of the argument is weM corroborated by a fair and 
full statement of the views and practice of the early Christian 
church, and of the reformers of the sixteenth century. This 
statement is peculiarly important, at the present time, for the 
purpose of correcting the erroneous impressions abroad in the 
community, especially in regard to the opinions of Calvin and 
his coadjutors. 

** Should this tract be widely circulated and carefully read, 
I believe it will greatly promote the reformation now so happily 
begun in respect to the religious observance of the Sabbath. 
No external reformation is more needed throughout Christen- 
dom ; and none can promise greater results for this life or the 
future. For many ages this country and Great Britain have 
been distinguished above all others for the observance of the 
Sabbath ; and I cannot but regard this as, both directly and 
indirectly, one of the chief causes of their superior advance- 
ment in morality, piety, and national prosperity. And if such 
be the fact, we may well consider the object for which these 
Documents are prepared as among the most important that can 
claim the attention of Christian philanthropists,^ 

2* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



18 

From ChcmceUar WahoorOi, of thf StaU of New York, 

*^ I have just closed the examination of the second number 
of the Permanent Sabbath Documents ; and I have no doubt 
of the correctness of the principle assumed, as to the moral 
and perpetually bindincr obligation of the command of Jehovah, 
to * Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.' I think it is 
evident from the Scriptures also, that the Saviour, when on earth, 
recognized this Divine command as still binding by his own 
observance of it His custom was to attend the synagogue on 
the Sabbath day ; and his humble and devoted f >llowers rest- 
ed, * according to the commandment,' on that Sabbath of afflic- 
tion in which the last hope of ruined man was lying in the 
tomb of Joseph of Arimathea. It is true be exposed tne errors 
of the Jewish formalists who complained of the labors of love 
and mercy which he performed on the Sabbath. But he taught 
them the true import of the commandment to sanctify the Sab- 
bath ; that secular employments were indeed forbidden, but 
that works of piety and of mercy were a part of the appropriate 
duties of that holy day ; that it was a day ordained of God for 
the benefit of man as well as for his own worship ; and not a 
day to be spent in mere inactivity and sloth. It is not mate- 
rial that we should know whether the Saviour himself changed 
the Jewish for the Christian Sabbath. by personal instructions 
to his disciples before his ascension into heaven, or by the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit a short time afterwards. But 
that it was so changed in the time of the Apostles, and that 
the day on which the angels at the tomb announced that the 
Saviour had arisen, and the work of redemption was finished, 
has ever since been observed as the Christian Sabbath, is too 
well established to admit of any reasonable doubt. That is 
the day, then, which Christians should everywhere observe and 
sanctify. And if the principles and practice recommended 
in these Permanent Documents should be generally adopted 
throughout Christendom, their beneficial effects upon the 
social, civil and religious interests of fallen man would be 
incalculable." 

From Chief Justice Williams, of Connecticfd. 

^l have read the Permanent Sabbath Document No. 2. 
The argument appears to me sound, and the reasoning conclu- 
sive. Should those views become universal, and the Sabbath 
be observed accordingly, through the length and breadth of our 
land, the influence would be such as greatly to soften and 
refine the manners, to reform the morals and to improve the 
physical and intellectual powers— and would do more to pre- 
vent the progress of crime than all our prisons and houses of 
reformation. Besides which, its efficacy in extending the king- 
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dom of him who is Lord of the Sabbath, would be immefise. 
In short, the effect upon society would be like the influence of 
spring upon the earth. It would clothe the land with verdure, 
and make it like the garden of God." 

From Chancellor Frelinghuysm, of the New York University, 

" I have read your second annual report of the American 
Sabbath Union, and No. 2, of the Peroianent Documents, with 
great interest, and I trust, some profit 

" The argument, contained in the Permanent Documents, in 
favor of the Christian Sabbath, is convincing and conclusive, 
and I hope, will commend itself to every candid and serious 
mind. The reasons urged, for the divine institution and au- 
thority, the perpetual and universal obligation, and the benig- 
nant purposes, of this sacred day, seem to my humble appre- 
hension of sufficient weight, to bring every thoughtful man to 
the fixed conviction, that the Sabbath was indeed made for 
man. And that we are as really bound to remember it and 
keep it holy, as any other precept of the decalogue. Would 
that our business men and young men could be persuaded to 
listen to God's commandments on this great point of duty. He 
engages in his word, and that by promises of peculiar empha- 
sis, to bless the nation and the individuals who honor His Sab- 
bath and take delight in its services. He, in explicit terms, 
suspended the existence of Jerusalem, on the treatment shown 
to the Sabbath ; and be demolished its palaces, and the lowest 
foundations of the Temple, because His people profaned the 
day which He had hallowed. The argument further shows, 
by facts and unanswerable reasoning, that not only the laws of 
God, as the Ruler of the universe, but the laws of our moral 
and physical constitution require the one-seventh portion of 
time, in regular and constant succession, for rest Let the 
experience of any one take the case and try the truth of the 
proposition. Who or where is he, that can task mind or body, 
week afler week, and month after month, without the rest of 
the Sabbath, and not sink under the grievous burden ? But 
the designs of this institution, as you most forcibly urge, reach 
far higher and nobler ends, than mere refreshment and repose. 
It is a hallowed day, on which all earthly cares, intellectual 
and physical, are to be intermitted ; and man led to the con- 
templation of his spiritual and immortal nature ; a day for him 
to consider the relations that he sustains to God as a creature, 
and the hopes which the Scriptures authorize him to cherish as 
a sinner. It is here the subject is of deepest interest, because 
of everlasting consequence. And hence, we perceive, that 
not only the labor of the body is forbidden ; but, with equal 
sternness, all intellectual employment, not bearing on the wor- 
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Bbip of God and the claims of devotion. For the specolationfl 
of philosophy, are quite as absorbing and secularizing' as the 
avocations of the husbandman or the din of the workshop. 
The nature of the duty is indicated, with distinctness, in 
the following divine promise : < If thou call the Sabbath a 
delight, the holy of the Lord, honorable, and shalt honor Him, 
not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor 
speakinff thine own words, then shalt thou delight thyself in 
the Lord ; and I will cause thee to ride upon the high places 
of the earth.' 

** It is because man is immortal, that his merciful Creator 
and Judge has ordained and secured for him a Sabbath day, 
that meets him in weekly revolution and invites him to reflec- 
tion and meditation and prayer. And my earnest and fervent 
desire is, that God would graciously smile on your work of 
faith and labor of love, and bring this whole nation into will- 
ing obedience to the law, and delightful harmony with the 
spirit of the Sabbath." 

From Profnsor Greenlea/, of the Law Scfiool, Harvard UniversUy. 

** I have read the second number of the Permanent Sabbath 
Documents with great interest, and think that the argument for 
the perpetuity ana religious duty of observing one day in seven 
as a holy Sabbath to the Lord, is perfectly sound and persaa- 
sive. It is equally clear to my view, that the change from the 
seventh to the first day of the week was made by the Apostles 
themselves, under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, and is now 
obligatory on all who profess and call themselves Christians. 

** Should the views inculcated in this Document be adopted, 
and the Sabbath be kept accordingly throughout our country, 
the consequences upon our national prosperity and happiness 
would be incalculable. Moral principles and motives would 
gain a vast accession of strength from the wider difiTusion of 
Uie knowledge of man's duty to God and to his fellow men ; 
there would be less intemperance, and less crime, and less 
poverty; and more industry, sobriety, domestic virtue, and 
true peace. Long observation has convinced me that a large 
portion of the miseries we endure as a people, may be 
traced to the neglect and desecration of the Lord's day ; 
and that on this score many individuals in the upper and more 
observed classes of society have a heavy amount of responsi- 
bility, from the bad influence of their example." 

From Judge McLean, of the Supreme Court of the United States. 

«* I have read < Permanent Sabbath Document No 2,* and I 
feel no common interest in saying that in my judgment the ar- 
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fttmettt contained in that Document is sound, and that the rea* 
sons are conclusive. In support of this opinion I need not refer to 
the force of the languacre nor the clearness of the illustrations, 
as all who read the Document will feel its truth. Where 
there is no Christian Sabbath, there is no Christian morality ; 
and without this, free government cannot long be sustained. 
As a civil institution merely, the Sabbath is wise and politic. 
It is necessary to the well being of the physical nature of man 
and beast ; and it is not less so to our intellectual energies. 
But in a moral point of view it is most important 

<^ No man can properly observe the Sabbath without feeling 
more or less of that sublime moral influence inculcated in the 
Scriptures. And this will increase with the continued observ- 
ance of the day. It will grow into a habit which will exert a 
salutary restraint over the thoughts and the actions of the indi- 
vidual, through the week, and will make him a moral if not a 
religious man. And this influence is essentia] to the mainte- 
nance and purity of a government founded and sustained by 
public opinion. Every influence that restrains the bad pas- 
sions of our nature, and elevates and purifles our thoughts and 
actions, makes us better, and fits us better for the private and 
public duties of life. I should never doubt the honesty of a 
man who, from principle, keeps the Sabbath day holy. 

" The free governments of antiquity saw the necessity of a 
conservative and religious influence, and hence they invoked 
the mysterious sayings of their oracles, and the influence of 
the gods they worshiped. Their religion was false and so 
was their philosophy ; but how much through such instrumen- 
talities was accomplished. And what good in morals and in 
government might not this age accomplish, aided by the sub- 
lime precepts of the Bible. There is no duty in that book 
more clearly enjoined than that of observing the Sabbath, and 
there is none, the performance of which, imposes more salutary 
restraints and inculcates higher virtues on society.'' 

From Rev. Samuel Miller, Prof, of Ecclesiastical History in the Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

" I read No. ti, of the * Permanent Sabbath Documents,' with 
peculiar pleasure. To me the positions taken appear to be all 
safe, the reasoning sound, and the ancient and modern testi- 
monies in favor of Sabbatical observance, strongly, conclu- 
sively, and happily presented. I was particularly pleased with 
the account given of the opinions of the leading Reformers in 
regard to the observance of the Lord's day ; of the true reason 
why those opinions have been so frequently misapprehended ; 
and the real, substantial friendliness to what we deem truth on 
this subject, which, after all, appears in their writings, and waa 
manifested in their practice. 
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*■ I rejoice to find that many secular men, and eminent states* 
men, who make no profession of religion, are beginning to see 
and acknowledge that all the interests of civil society, as well 
as of the church, call for a Sabbath, and for a Sabbath duly 
sanctified as a day of rest, both from the toil of labor, and the 
fever of sport— that the necessity of a Sabbath is visibly in- 
scribed on all the physical laws of man, no less than on his 
moral and religious interests. And I cannot but indulge the 
hope that, in Uie progress of popular opinion, we shall soon 
find a guaranty for that observance of the Lord's day which 
will be, at once, a source and a pledge of rich blessings to 
oar beloved country. Let any reflecting man imagine, for a 
moment, what would be the consequence if the Christian Sab- 
bath were truly observed throughout the United States, or in 
any one State in our Union, as the instructions of the Bible, 
and the best example of the church of Christ enjoin. Can 
SQch an one doubt that he would see, just in proportion to the 
extent of the observance, purity, order, happiness, and moral 
and physical health pervading every part of the social system 
— chappy families — the diminution of crime — and the smiles of 
a gracious Providence everywhere blessing the community ? 
The patriot, as well as the ChrxBtian, has, if he did but know 
it, the deepest interest in this matter. No truth was ever more 
distinctly and palpably confirmed by the history of man, than 
that the neglecters of the Sabbath neglect their own mer- 
cies. 

" The longer I live, the deeper is my persuasion of two 
things : 1st That the proper observance of the Lord's day lies 
at the foundation of all that is pure and regular, and morally 
healthful, both in the church and in the world ; and, 2dly, that 
for promoting and securing this observance, we are to rely, 
under God, much less on the enactments of legislatures, and 
the vigilance of juridical ofiScers, than on the force of an en- 
lightened public opinion, and the power of that hallowed in- 
fluence which the faithful instruction, entreaty and warning of 
the friends of truth and righteousness are adapted to impart to 
the mass of a community. I rejoice, therefore, in all the con- 
ventions of which I have heard, whether national, or confined 
to particular states, for the purpose of forming and extending 
a correct public sentiment on this great subject 1 believe 
they have done, and are doing great good ; and that, by the 
Divine blessing, we may look for permanent and precious ben- 
efits from their proceedings. May they go on and gather 
strength, until the whole population in every part of our fa- 
vored country shall feel the value of Sabbaths, and lend all 
their influence to their appropriate sanctification. And let it 
be remembered that as in every community, * one sinner de- 
stroy eth much good;' so one enlightened, conscientious and 
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consistent friend of the Sabbath, knows not how mnch good 
he may accomplish by an edifying example in regard to this 
holy day." 

Such are the opinions of men eminently qualified to 
judge with regard to soundness of the argument and the 
conclusiveness of the reasoning in the Second Document, 
or that which forms the second part of the Sabbath Man- 
aaL We have the most abundant evidence that the cir- 
culation of these Documents, and other efforts which have 
been made by various classes of the friends of the Sab- 
bath, have already been productive of great good. The 
public, attention has been extensively awakened ; numer- 
ous discourses have been delivered; the secular, as well 
as the religious press has spoken oflen and impressively 
on the subject. The conviction is extending and deep- 
ening, that ** the Sabbath was made for man," and that 
the conscientious observance of it is essential to his high- 
est present, and future good ; aud that those who dese- 
crate it to purposes of worldly business, traveling or 
amusement, act against their own highest interests. The 
numbers are increasing, also, who are disposed to make 
efforts to extend its benefits to others. Within four years, 
there have been held fourteen State Conventions of the 
friends of the Christian Sabbath, of various denomina- 
tions and political parties, to unite their counsels and ef* 
forts for the promotion of the universal observance of 
the Lord's day. Seven of these Conventions have been 
held during the last year, and one at Washington for the 
District of Columbia. This was very fully attended by 
delegates from churches, by members of Congress, and 
gentlemen connected with the government, and by many 
whos^e position and character enable them to exert a great 
and salutary influence on the country. Numerous other 
Conventions have been held, during the year, for counties 
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and smaller districts, and measures have been adopted 
which have evidently been productive of much benefit. 

On the Delaware and Hudson Canal, the experiments 
of opening the locks and of not opening them, on the 
Sabbath, have been fairly tried. For a number of years 
the locks were opened, as they now are on the Erie Canal, 
tad on some other public works. It was said that it 
would not be useful or safe for the boatmen to be per- 
mitted to stop on the Sabbath, becanse they would con- 
gregate together, gamble, become intoxicated, fight, com- 
mit depredations on property, and become worse than if 
they should continue their ordinary employment. So, to 
prevent the boatmen from becoming more vicious, and 
with the hope that they would do more work, the Com- 
pany, by opening the locks, aided them in the stated and 
regular desecration of the Sabbath. Still, the boatmen 
were very wicked, and very degraded, as men always will 
be, if required or induced to labor in secular business on 
the Sabbath day. Facts have shown the folly and the 
wickedness of that course. 

The following is a communication from John Wurts, 
President of the Delaware and Hudson Canal Company, 
to a member of the Philadelphia Sabbath Association : 

" Dear Sir,— Your letter of the 15th inst, I received in due 
course of mail, but I delayed answering it until the arrival, at 
this place, of R. F. Lord, Esq., the engineer, who has had 
charge of our canal for sixteen years past, that I might submit 
your letter to him, and have the benefit of his personal observa- 
tion and experience, as well as my own, in giving my answer. 

" The Delaware and Hudson Canal wm opened for naviga- 
tion in its entire length in the year 1829, and no discrimination 
was made between the Sabbath and any other day in the use of 
the locks until the year 1832. Since an early day in that year, 
however, navigation on the canal has been suspended on the 
Sabbath, as far as it was in the power of the Company to sus- 
pend it, in relation to which, however, it could do no more than 
inhibit the opening of the locks on that day. You will per- 
ceive, therefore, that on the canal there has been a period of 
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three years of Sabbath labor against thirteen of a snspension 
of it. 

<* The vast chan^ that has taken place in the deportment 
and morals of those who navigate this canal, has demonstrated 
to an who have had an opportunity to notice it, the wisdom of 
the coarse adopted by the Company, if there had been no 
other or higher motive than a mere question of business- gain 
connected with it The improvement in the conduct and mor- 
als of the boatmen, has been the subject of comment and con- 
gratulation noticed by all connected with the Company's 
business, and also by every intelligent and respectable resident 
on the line of the canal. Nor has this improvement been 
confined to the boatmen only ; it is observed in the population 
along the lin^ of the canal also, who are in no way connected 
with its navigation, but who, when the Sabbath was not respect- 
ed by the boatmen, appearing to be influenced by this perni- 
cious example, would assemble at various points, and turn the 
day into one of frolic and dissipation, or of strife and quarrel 
with the boatmen. 

" The boatmen and the people on the line were thus mutn- 
ally corrupting each other — and while the locks were open on 
the Sabbath, it was always a day of much disorder, and much 
more trouble and care to our superintendent on the canal, than 
it has been since. 

" The boatmen now strive to reach some point by Satnrda]r 
nig^t, where they can have the privilege of attending a place 
of public worship ; and if they fail to do that, the fact that their 
progress is arrested from that time till Monday morning, seems 
to have a favorable effect on their conduct, by (as I presume) 
inducing reflection on their part Those who have no proper 
regard to the day, appear to respect it from respect to the opin- 
ions and feelings of their employers, and others who urge upon^ 
them the observance of it When we first made the change, 
it was apprehended by some that large masses of boatmen 
would be assembled in idleness at various points on the Sab- 
bath, and disorder thereby created. This apprehension has 
not been realized ; on the contrary, as I have already remarkedy 
it is a day of much greater quietness and order than it was 
before the change took place. I would remark also, that the 
complaints of depredation and trespass by boatmen on private 
property along the line, are much less firequent than they were; 
before navigation was suspended on the Sabbath. And that in 
all respects we now find it much less difficult to get along in 
peace and harmony with the crews of five or six hundred 
boats, than we used to do on the old system with half tha^ 
number. 

<* In regard to the comparative amount of labor performed 
by a given number of men, horses, boats, etc., under the two 
A 3 
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mtemf, I would remaric, that from oar experience we have 119 
ooubt the preponderance is in favor of six days' labor. Mr* 
Lord, who has had sixteen years of experience on the canal, 
and whose duties include a supervision of the boats, says, that 
if he were doing the work by contract, with a limited number 
of boats, and had his choice oetween six and seven days' labor, 
he would elect the former. 

^ I have no hesitation in saying, that the present system 
has been ipore profitable to the company and to the boatmen, 
than the old one. It cannot be otherwise, from the facts I have 
atated ; and I should regard it as mistaken economy, both in 
time and money, to return to the system of seven days' labor. 
So would the boatmen. There is not a doubt but at least four- 
fifths of them would earnestly press us to abide by. our pres- 
ent course, if the question of a change should be agitated — 
and those who would ^o for a change, (if any,) would be found 
to be of that class with whom we would willingly part. Such 
also would be the feeling among the forwarders and others in- 
terested in the navigation of the canal ; although at the outset 
they, as well as many of the boatmen, were disinclined to the 
present system. 

^ In taking the step we did thirteen years ago, when I be- 
lieve every canal in the country was used as freely on the Sab- 
bath, as on any other day, if the public chose to use them, the 
question was not so much, what is to be the effect of the meas- 
ure, as what is right — what is duty ? Having no doubts as to 
what should be the answer to such an inquiry, the course dic- 
tated by duty was adopted, and the consequences lefl where 
they may always safely be, under like circumstances." 

The folio wing is from the Collector on the Delaware 
Division of the Pennsylvania Canal : 

*< As regards the suspension of business operations on this 
and the Lehigh canal on the Christian Sabbath, commonly 
called Sunday, I can assure you it has thus far worked admira- 
bly ; has given almost universal satisfaction in this community, 
as well as to the boatmen and others concerned ; and I am also 
satisfied the measure is not calculated to diminish the revenue 
of the Commonwealth, or affect the interests of transporters in 
the least 

" Of the moral conduct of our boatmen generally, and their 
demeanor on the Sabbath in particular, I can truly speak with 
great commendation. There is none of that disorder at the 
places where they » lay by ' on Sunday, about which so much 
apprehension was expressed, in advance of the measure going 
into operation. In short, it has proved a blessing to all con- 
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eerned, and doubtless has a sahitary bearing also upon the 
morals of the whole conununity residinf^ along the vicinity of 
the canal. 

*< Aside from its moral influence, there can be no doubt of 
the beneficial eflfbct this measure has in a pecuniaiy point of 
view ; as it must be obvious, that both men and beasts will do 
more labor in six days, by resting every seventh, in obedience 
to the Divine Law, as well as that of Nature, than by a perpet- 
ual working in disregard of both, wearing out themselves and 
their beasts." 



The above experiments show conclusively four thingS| 
viz : 

1. The character of the boatmen has been greatly im- 
proved. 

2. A similar improvement has taken place with regard 
to the inhabitants li?ing in the. vicinity of the canal. 

3. Depredations on property are much less frequent 
than when the companies opened the locks on the Sab- 
bath ; and thus assisted the boatmen in the desecration of 
that day, 

4. They do more work, and in a better manner. 

Similar, it is believed, would be the efiect of the dne 
observance of the Sabbath in all kinds of business and 
among all classes of people. It was made for man, and 
the proper keeping of it tends to promote his intellectual 
elevation, his moral purity, his social happiness, and his 
eternal good. It cannot be desecrated without producing 
the opposite effects. The employment of men in secular 
business seven days in a week debases their minds, cor- 
rupts their morals, injures their health, and shortens their 
lives. It lessens their ability and their inclination for the 
highest and best efforts, and prevents them from making 
the wisest and most profitable use of their powers. Boat- 
fiien are no exception to this. The Sabbath was made 
for them, as well as for other men. They need it as much. 
The keeping of it will do them as much good. They 
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bt?e 18 real a right to its rest and its prhileges. It b no 
mora needful to deprive tbera of its blessings, in order to 
prevent them from becoming more wicked, than it is to 
deprive other men. It is the way to increase their wick- 
edness, and it does increase it to an awful extent ; while it 
hinders the efficacy of all means for their reformation and 
iMprovement. 

Let boatmen have the Bible, and the Sabbath ; let mis- 
sionaries go among them ; let friends of the Sabbath, in 
the towns and villages where they stop, go on board the 
boats, and invite them to the house of God ; let seats be 
furnished for them, and let them be treated as they ac- 
tually are, a very useful and important class of our citi- 
zens, the value of whose health and moral elevation is 
incalculable ; let no company, or State, or any of their 
officers submit to the low, degrading, and vicious employ- 
ment of aiding and abetting them in breaking the Sab- 
bath, by opening the locks, and thus assisting them to 
follow their ordinary occupations ; and the interests of 
the boatmen, of the owners and forwarders of property on 
the canal, of stockholders, and of all concerned, will 
thereby be promoted. 

Sabbath desecration, bj high or low, oa the land or on 
the water, is detrimental to individuals and to the state. 
It is a hostile invasion of the rights of God, and must be 
in all its influences hurtful to men. 

A conviction of these truths, as public attention is 
awakened and information is extended, is becoming more 
and more general throughout the country. 
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In the two first Sabbath Documents are fllustrated the 
foHowiDg truths, vrz.: — 

1. The Sabbath is founded on the nature of things ; and 
men are required, not only in the Bible, but by natural 
laws, to observe it 

2. As but six "days in a week have been made or given 
to men for secular employments, they have no right to 
take any more ; and if they do so, it is without right, 
against law, and in violation of one of the first principles 
of morality, 

3. As the Sabbath does not belong to men for worMly 
purposes, if they take it for such purposes, they take what 
is not theirs, and thus practice a species of dishonesty, 
which is exceedingly demoralizing to their own minds, 
and to the minds of their fellow-men. 

4. Since the Sabbath was made for man, and given to 
him as a day of rest from worldly business and cares, and 
of special devotion to the worship of God, and the pro- 
motion t>f the spiritual good of men, all men have a right 
thus to enjoy it ; and no man or body of men can, in or- 
dinary circumstances, deprive them of the exercise of 
this right, without great injustice towards them, the com- 
munity, and Qod. 

5. All men have a right not only to the rest and privi- 
leges of the Sabbath, but also to the stillness and quiet 
which the undisturbed enjoyment of those blessings re- 
t]uires; and all who disturb them by the prosecution 
of worldly business, traveling, or amusement, grossly 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



30 

biftde the rights and trample oa the pri?ilege8 of the 
people. 

6. The desecration of the Sabbath is a violation of an 
express comfnaod of Jehovah, and is adapted to draw 
down on those who are guilty of it, and upon others with 
whom they are connected, the sore and desolating judg- 
ments of Heaven. 

7. Those who labor continuousfy seven days in a week 
are, as a body, less healthy and long*lived than those who 
labor only six ; they perform, on the whole, a smaller 
amount of business, and in a less perfect manner. 

8. Those who violate the Sabbath are more often guilty 
of gross outward crimes than those who habitually ob- 
serve it ; and a much greater number of the former are 
convicts in prisons and penitentiaries than of the latter. 

9. Men who labor seven days in a week do not ordina- 
rily acquire any more property, keep it any longer, or 
eiyoy it auy better, than those who labor only six ; of 
course tbej work one day in a week more than others, 
without being gainers, but not without being losers. 

10. The law of the Sabbath is in accordance with the 
nature of beasts of burden ; and those that labor but six 
days in a week are more healthy, strong, and long4ived, 
than those that labor seven ; they can travel farther, do 
more work, and in a better manner. 

11. The command of Grod, which he wrote with his 
finger on a table of stone, requiring the cessation from 
labor of both man and beast one day in seven, expresses 
an obligation which grows out of the nature of things, 
and will be permanently binding upon all who know it, to 
the end of time. 

12. To deprive beasts of burden o€ the rest of the 
Sabhath, which their Maker has provided for them aad 
commanded that they should be permitted to enjoy, is un- 
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profitable, tod is an evidence of a mean, covetous, onjnst, 
and ungrateful spirit 

13. Those who work against the coannand of God 
with regard to the keeping of the Sabbath, work agaioal 
the providence of God, to the injury of their character 
and prospects, and to the detriment of society. Of course 
both duty and interest, for this world and for the world to 
come, urge all men, in every department of business, to 
remember the Sabbath day and to keep it holy. 

14. The seventh day, which God commands men to 
remember as the Sabbath, and to keep holy, is the day 
which comes next after the six working days ; and the 
first working day, as designated by the word and provi- 
dence of God, by the practice of the apostles under the 
guidance of the Holy Ghost, and of Christians in all 
ages, is the day that comes next after that which comrnem- 
orates the resurrection of Jesus Christ and the redemption 
of mankind. 

15. The Jews had two kinds of Sabbaths, viz., one 
made for man, adapted to his nature, condition, and 
wants, in all ages and countries ; the other, adapted to 
the condition of the Israelites only, fi-om.the time they 
entered Canaan till the death of Christ. The former 
occurred once in sev^n days ; the others occurred annu- 
ally, on certain specified days of the month ; as, for in* 
stance, the first, tenth, fifteenth, and twenty-second days 
of their month Tizri, answering to a part of our Septem- 
ber. 

16. The former is the Sabbath referred to in the twen- 
tieth chapter of Exodus, from the eighth to the eleventh 
verse. The latter are referred to in the twenty-third 
chapter of Leviticus, in the fourteenth chapter of Romans, 
and in the second chapter of Colossians. 

17. The command to keep the weekly Sabbath was 
placed by the Lawgiver in the moral codt^ and was. 
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like its associates, a moral, permanent^ universal taw. 
The command to keep the yearly Sahbaths was placed 
by the Lawgiver in the ceremonial code, and was, like its 
associates, local and temporary; not binding until that 
code was adopted, and then on the Jews alone, and on 
them only till the death of Christ, and the establishment 
of the gospel dbpensation. 

18. The Jews, at the coming of Christ, having lost 
mach of the spirit of their religion, and become idola- 
troosly devoted to its forms, supposed that the ceremonial 
as well as the moral laws were to be binding under the gos- 
pel. Some of them thought so, after they had believed on 
the Saviour and joined the Christian church. Others, who 
had a more correct knowledge of the nature and object of 
ceremonial laws, knew that they were not designed to be 
binding under the gospel, and they did not observe them. 
This created difficulties, and led to contentions in the 
church. 

19. Paul, like a wise and faithful minister, attempted 
to remove those difficulties and to heal the divisions. 
The manner in which he did it, is recorded in the four- 
teenth chapter of Romans, and in the second chapter of 
Cdossians, for the instruction of men in all ages. 

20. The holy days and Sabbaths spoken of in the above- 
mentioned chapters, were not the weekly Sabbath, which 
was made for man, the command to keep which was 
placed by the Lawgiver in the moral code among perma- 
nent universal laws; but they were the yearly Sabbaths, 
the command to keep which was placed by the Lawgiver 
in the ceremonial code, among the local and temporary 
regulations of the Jews, which were designed to make 
and to keep them a peculiar people ; such as meats and 
drinks, new moons, feasts, fasts, and things that were a 
shadow only of what was to be in the church of Christ, 
under the gospel dispensation. 
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21. The above is evident from the fact that the apoih 
tie classes the days spoken of with the associates of the 
ceremonial, not with the associates of the moral code. 
He does not say, One believeth that he most not have 
other gods before Jehovah ; another believeth that be 
may have; — one believeth that he must not take the 
name of the Lord his God in vain, dishonor his parents, 
kill, commit adultery, steal, bear false witness, or covet ; 
another thinketh that he may. It was not about these 
things that the members of those churches were contend- 
ing, but about meats, drinks, new moons, and the holy 
days and Sabbaths associated with them. 

22. Those who apply what the apostle says in the firar* 
teenth chapter of Romans, and in the second chapter of 
Colossiane, and other similar places, to the weekly Sabbath 
of the moral law, as if that were among the carnal ordi- 
nances and shadows which Christ, by his death, abolished, 
blotted out, and took away, do exceedingly ^r, not know- 
ing the Scriptures, nor the will of God with regard to 
the keeping of the Sabbath, under the Christian dispen- 
sation. 

23. The preaching of Christ and him crucified, as the 
foundation of human hope, by ministers of the gospel, 
who preach as did the apostles, was not designed, and is 
not adapted, to make void the fourth commandment, or 
any part of the iiM>rar law, but to establish it ; and till 
heaven and earth shall pass away, not one jot or tittle of 
the spirit of that law will fail. Those who preach against 
that law, therefore, or against the keeping of the weekly 
Sabbath, oppose the revealed will of God. 

24. The more true religion prevails in the world, the 
more universally will the weekly Sabbath be kept, not as 
a day of secular business, traveling, or amusement,' but 
as a day of rest, and of special devotion to the worship of 
God and the promotion of the spiritual interests of men ; 
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tUl from Sabbath to Sabbath all flesh shall assemble and 
worship Jeho?ah as their Maker, Redeemer, Sanctifier, 
Owner, Governor, and Judge, and render to him the hom- 
age, adoration, and praise, which are due to his great and 
holy name. 

Such are some of the truths which are illustrated and 
enforced in the two first Permanent Sabbath Documents. 
Appended to the second Document are also some extracts 
from the writings of Luther, Melancthon, Calvin, and a 
number of other eminent reformers ; showing conclusive- 
ly, that, although their views on the subject of the Sab- 
bath were not in all respects correct, they were by no 
means so erroneous as Sabbath-breakers have sometimes 
represented, or as some insulated passages of their writ- 
ings might seem to imply. These extracts are recom- 
mended to the careful perusal of all who wish to know 
what were the real views of these men ; and if any wish 
to see their views stated more at large, they may find them 
in Fairbairn, on the Opinions of the Reformers. 
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Among the Dumerous signs of the times, which give 
promise of future good to mankind, is a widely extended 
and an increasing attention to the observance of the Sab- 
bath. The ends for which this institution was appointed, 
the will of its Author, and the effects of observing it, must 
ever give it a high place in the estimation of all intelligent 
and right minded men. Philanthropists have often no- 
ticed the facts, that open vices are not practiced by men 
who keep the Sabbath ; and that the reckless and aban- 
doned are uniformly violators of this holy day. Nor is 
this without obvious reasons. There are laws, fixed and 
uniform in their operation, of which these facts are the 
natural result. 

Such is the nature of the Sabbath, and such the natnre 
of man, that opposite courses with regard to the observ- 
ance of the day, will produce upon them opposite effects. 
One course is a practical acknowledgement of the exist- 
ence and perfections of Jehovah, and of his omnipresent 
and rightful authority ; the other is a practical denial of 
these great truths. It is acting as if there were no God, 
and no state of future retribution. Acting like atheists, 
produces upon men atheistical effects; hence the reason 
why such vastly greater numbers of the latter class are 
openly vicious than of the former. One class say, by 
their conduct, to themselves and others, "Verily there is 
a God that judgeth in the earth ; " and ** thou God seest 
me; and wilt bring every work into judgment, with every 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



36 

secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be enl." 
The other say, "No God;" "no heaven— no hell." 
And each course produces, upon those who pursue it, its 
appropriate effects. 

Visit all the prisons in our land, and you do not find 
the Sabbath-keepers there; but Sabbath-breakers you 
may find in great numbers. Not a few you may find, 
who once kept the Sabbath; and while they did that, 
were sober, industrious, and useful. But they began to 
violate it, and their character began to deteriorate ; their 
prospects were darkened; and they committed crimes, 
which carried them to the prison, and, some of them, will 
carry to the gallows. 

What, then, •are those men doing, especially those who 
have influence, who openly violate the Sabbath, or lead 
others to do it? They are undermining the foundations 
of virtue, and strengthening the hands of vice ; multiply- 
ing the number of convicts; inculcating practical atheism 
on their countrymen, and warring against the great inter- 
ests of mankind. 

Rail-road Companies, who run their cars on the Sab- 
bath — Canal Commissioners, and Steam-boat Proprietors, 
who run their boats — and all, who violate the sanctity of 
this day, for purposes of gain or amusement, are doing an 
injury to society, which they can never repair. 

Do you say, ' There is so much business, that it can- 
not be done in six days in a week ; and that, therefore, 
men must work on the Sabbath — there is a necessity for 
itt' What is the ground of that necessity? Is it that 
men may make more money, a self-made necessity? If 
so, it is a wicked necessity. Men have no right to lay out 
more business, or attempt to perform more than they can 
accomplish by working six days in a week. If they do, 
they attempt to be wiser than God, and show this, by the 
violation of his command. 
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The Farmer, the Merchant, the Mechanic, might all 
lay out more business than they could perform ; but it 
would be wicked, and the prosecution of it would expose 
them to Divine wrath. 

Nor is it different with Corporations, or Bodies of men. 
Though they are sometimes said to have no souls, the in- 
dividuals who compose them have souls, and will be held 
accountable , for their influence in Public Bodies, no leas 
than in their p»rivate concerns. Each individual roast 
give an account oT himself unto God. And none but God 
can tell how soon. 

A (Viend of the Sabbath was accustomed to go, on the 
morning of thii day, on board the vessels in the harbor, 
to distribute Religious Tracts, and invit^the officers and 
men to attend public worship. In one of his visits, he 
found the officers and men, on board a certain vessel,^ 
hard at work. He spoke to the paptaio, and invited him 
to attend church. He said he should like to do it, but he 
could not; they must that day keep to work. He said 
he was under contract to the government, and was obliged 
to do it. ''What!'' said the man, "obliged to break the 
command of God ? " " Yes," he said, '* I am." " But/' 
said the man, " God will call you to an account." The 
captain, in a dad tone of voice, replied, « I suppose he 
vfill.** They parted. The next morning, in passing 
about his vessel, the captain fell overboard, and immedK 
ately sank. They rushed to the side of the vessel ; he 
rose once, and cast up a wild, despairing look, sank 
again, and was seen no more. Had he known that that 
was to be his last Sabbath on earth, would he have speot 
it in loading his vessel? Suppose the government bad 
required it; would he not have chosen to obey God 
rather than men ? And would he not have been wise in 
so doing ? 

And when, under a great pressure of business, that 
A 4 
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aelive, enterprisiiig joong man consented to go with die 
rail cars, on the Sabbath, although they had not been ac- 
oustomed to run on that day; and, after going about foitj 
miles, strock his head and was killed ; had be known 
that such was to be the end, would he not, like the other 
young man who was requested to go, have refused, be- 
cause it was the Sabbath ? And would he not have been 
a gainer by that refusal? It is never wise, never safe, 
for the sake of money, or any earthly good, to provoke 
the wrath of the Almighty. Though sentence against 
this evil work should not be, as it often is not, executed 
speedily ; because God is long-sufiering, not willing that 
men should perbh, but come to repentance ! yet even in 
these cases it ia more wise, more safe, and in the end, in 
all respects better, to obey his commands. 

Nor is it true, that men who work seven days in a week 
can do more work, or in a better manner, than those who 
work only six. They do not, ordinarily, get more prop- 
erty, keep it longer, or enjoy it better. They are no 
more respectable, useful, or happy; and in no respect 
have they any lasting advantage above those who keep 
holy the Sabbath ; but in numerous ways they suffer great 
loss. This, we should expect, from the declarations of 
God ; and it is abundantly proved by facts. 

Wherever our Documents have gone, this conviction 
has been extended and increased. The Committee are, 
therefore, desirous of putting a copy of them into every 
family that is disposed to receive it, throughout the United 
States. And they cannot but believe, from what has 
taken place, that such a distribution would be of unspeak- 
able value to the present and to future generations. 

The First Document shows that the foundation for the 
Sabbath is laid in the works of God ; and that the Fourth 
Commandment only expresses the moral obligation which 
results from the nature and relations of things. 
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The Second Document shows that God, in his word 
and by his pro?idence, has clearly designated the first 
day of the week, as the day to be kept, from the resurrec- 
tion of Christ to the end of the world. 

The Third Document shows the effects of keeping the 
Sabbath, on children, while under the care of parents, 
and on young men, in that most dangerous of all periods 
of human life, from the time when they leave the family 
circle, to the time when they become heads of families 
themselves. 

The Fourth Document shows the manner in which the 
Sabbath should be kept, in order to realize its highest 
benefits; and answers a number of objections, which are 
often made to the keeping of it in this way. 

The Secretary had made such arrangements, with re- 
gard to the distribution of these Documents, that for every 
thousand dollars which shall be furnished for this purpose, 
a copy of one or more of them may be put into a hundred 
thousand families. Had the Committee the means, they 
could supply half a million families a year ; and many of 
them on the frontiers, and in the most destitute parts of 
the country. By means of men at New Orleans, Pitts- 
burgh, and Buffalo, furnished with them in German, 
French, and Spanish, they could also be put into a great 
portion of the families of immigrants that go through 
those places into the southern and western country. 
Something has already been done for this class ; and it is 
interesting to see how it operates. They are strangers in 
a strange land. Speaking a foreign language, and feeling 
ae if there were little or no sympathy in their behalf, 
when they see a little book kindly offered, in their own 
mother tongue, it looks like home. They take it with 
eagerness, read it with attention, and not unfrequently it 
makes a strong and lasting impression. Not having been 
rightly instructed, in many cases, on the subject of the 
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Sabbath, it opeoa a new world to their conteroplatioD. 
Thej carry the book with them to their new home. It 
becomes a family book. The priociples and facta make 
a deep impression ; and future generations will reap the 
benefit God, in his providence, is so ordering things, 
that greater and greater numbers are coming to this 
coantrj. Who knows but it is that thej may become 
better acquainted with Him , with his word, his Sabbath, 
and the way of life which he has opened — through the 
soSering and death of his Son ? Thus, while their con- 
dition is greatly improved for this world, their prospect 
will be exceedingly brightened, as to preparation for bless- 
edness in the world to come. Among all the means of 
grace, few, if any, are more efficacious than the proper 
keeping of the Sabbath. Without this, all other means 
most, to a great extent, fail. 

The Committee, therefore, most respectfully and ear- 
nestly invite all friends of the Sabbath, and all patriotic 
as well as Christian men, who are blessed with property, 
to aid them in the prosecution of this great and good 
woriL 

Let the millions who are rising up among us, and the 
millions who are coming from abroad to people the vast 
territory from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, be per- 
suaded rightly to keep the Sabbath, and they will know 
Him as their God, and the God of their children. They 
will be sanctified by that knowledge, and, through his 
grace, be fitted to serve him on earth and to enjoy him in 
heaven* Blessings, temporal and spiritual, according to 
their wants, will descend upon them and be perpetuated 
to future generations. In the language of the Lord of 
the Sabbath, they shall ride upon the high places of the 
earth, and he will feed them with the heritage of his 
people. 

In England, Scotland and Ireland, France and Ger- 
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man j^ India, China, and Tariona other parts of the world, 
the friends of the Sabbath are making special eflR>rts to 
procure its more sacred observance. Thej are proclaim- 
ing the principles and spreading abroad the facts which 
urge men, not only from duty but also from interest, to 
confine their worldly business and amusements to six days 
in a week, and to keep holy the Sabbath. A conviction 
IB awakened, no doubt by the Spirit of God, and is con- 
stantly extending, that this is essential to the welfare of 
man. 

Infidelity sometimes opposes, skepticism revilea, and 
worldliness, coming in like a flood, threatens to sweep 
the Sabbath away ; but the Spirit of the Lord, throughout 
the Christian world, is raising higher and higher this 
standard against them. The contest may be sharp, but 
it will not probably be long ; and victory is certain. The 
Sabbath, made for man by Him who made man, will con- 
tinue to rise, and will stand as a sign between God and 
his people ; and he will continue to extend its heavenly 
influence from country to country, according to his prom- 
ise, till all flesh, from Sabbath to Sabbath, shall come and 
worship before Uim, for the mouth of the Lord hatli 
spoken it. 
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Of all the influeoces which can be brought to bear apoa 
the human Hiind, for the purpose of leading it to God» 
and goodness and hea?en, that which springs from the 
knowledge of God is the greatest. That is most often 
attended bj the inftiiences of the Holy Ghost and ren- 
dered efficacious to the salyation of man. Hence one 
great object of God^ in all his dealings with men, is, to 
communicate to them a correct knowledge of himself. 
This is also one great object in all the institutions of his 
appointment, and especially in the institution of the Sab- 
bath. Such is the nature of the Sabbath and such the 
nature of man, that he cannot in a proper manner observe 
U^ without receiving from it great good. The very still- 
ness which the keeping of it occasions, is adapted to 
make a strong and useful impression, especially on the 
young, it is also suited to prepare the mind for the 
accomplishment of the end for which God made the day 
and gave it to men ; viz., to communicate to tkem a saving 
knowledge of himself. *< I, saith Jehovah, gave them my 
Sabbaths to be a sign between me and them, that they 
might know that I am the Lord that sanctify them." — Ez. 
XX. 12. Hence his command, Ez. xx. 20, « Hallow," 
that is keep sacred, <* my Sabbaths ; and they shall be a 
sign between me and you, that ye may know that 1 am 
the Lord your God." 

This knowledge, through the right keeping of the Sab- 
bath, and by its means of grace, attendance upon which 
18 a part of the proper mode of keeping it^ God commu- 
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iiicates^ and renders efficacious to the sanctHication and 
salvation of men. By this knowledge also he prmnotee 
their highest good in this world. Of all the knowledge 
of which the soul is capable, this is the most important. 
The soul is so made that to know God, in such a man^ 
ner as to lo?e and obey him, is life, eten life eternal. 
Tfae Sabbath day is the great institution of Qod, with its 
neans of grace, for the communication of this knowl« 
edge. It is the institution which he blesses, and renders 
efficacious to this end. And its impcH'tance as a means, 
is IIS great as the end which it was appointed to accom- 
plish; and which) under the blessing of God, when 
rightly observed, it does accomplish. It is as important 
to men as their highest good on earth, and their eternal 
lifi ia heaven. 

HeiHse the variety of ways in which God has made 
known his will with regard to it. His works, his word^ 
and his providence, all proclaim, " Remember the Sab- 
bath day, and keep it holy ; six days shalt thou labor, and 
do^ all thy work, but the seventh is the Sabbath of the 
Lotd thy God, in it thou shalt not do any work ; thou, 
nor thy eon, nor thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor 
thy maid-servant, nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is 
within thy gates ;" that is, under thy control. 

The reMon which he gives, is, his own example. Ex. 
»L !!• This is a good reason. It satires God, and in 
proportion as we are in temper like him, it will satisfy tis. 
It is not e Jetrah reason, or one which applies only to a 
p«rt of mankind, in one age or country. But it applies 
to peo|>le of all ages and all countries, ff>r whom God 
created the t¥orld ; and when taken in connectiOB with 
die other reasons which are manifested in the works, the 
word, and the providence of God, it is adapted to carry 
tmivereal conviction to the minds of men. 

To spread a knowledge of these reasons and invite to 
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them universal ttteDtion, has been one great object of the 
American and Foreign Sabbath Union, for the last six 
jears. 

In pursaance of the duties of his office, the Secretary 
has traveled upwards of ibrty-five thousand miles, and 
through twenty-five of the United States ; addressing, as 
he had opportunity, public bodies of all descriptions, and 
setting before them the reasons why, as individuals and 
as a nation, we should keep the Sabbath day hdy. He 
has also collected and embodied numerous facts, which 
have been extensively circulated, and which show that 
in the keeping of the Sabbath there is great reward. 
By attention to the subject in the light of facts, and also 
by experience, increasing numbers, from year to year, are 
coming to the conclusion that it is so. As light increases, 
and principles and facts become known, a change of 
sentiment and practice is going forward throughout our 
country. 

To the great cattle-mart in Brighton, catUe had been 
driven for years, on the Sabbath ; and the day been spent, 
by many, in preparation for the public sale on Monday. 
But to avoid the evils of this course, the market-day has 
been changed to Thursday, by the drovers themselves ; 
and greatly to the satbfaction of the comraanity. 

Steamboats and rail-cars, in many cases, have ceased 
to run on the Sabbath, and on some of the greatest 
thoroughfares in the United States. More than eighty 
thousand miles of mails which, a few years ago, run on 
the Sabbath, have been stopped; and the Post Master 
General, in a written commuoication, made the last year, 
has said, ** I should be grai^ied to see the iransmnssiam of 
the mailst as well as crery other species of ItAor, suspend* 
ed OH the Sabbath" . " When proprietors of conv^ 
auces are disposed to withdraw the means of conveyance 
on that <ky, and there is no likelihood of others being 
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sabstkiited so as to gi?e ftcilities to a few to the disad** 
vaDtage and injury of the many, / take pleasure in acted- 
ing to the arrangements f so far as the maiis are concerned; 
as has lately been done upon the lines of Rail Road# 
between Albany and Buffalo ; following the example set 
by the New York and Boston and the Boston and Albany 
lines;' 

More than thirty Rail Road Companies now do not 
run their cars on the Sabbath day, and about a dozen of 
them, out of New England, have stopped the last year. 
Increasing uneasiness, by increasing numbers, is mani« 
fested, where the cars still continue to run ; and on many 
routes the number of travelers is constantly diminishing. 
It is becoming more disreputable to travel on the Sab- 
bath; and the practice is becoming more confined, in 
many places, to the low and vulgar, the ignorant and 
vicious. 

The President of a Rail Road Company whose cars 
run on the Sabbath, was not accustomed to attend public 
worship. On a certain Sabbath, when the cars arrived, 
he went to the window of his house, which stood near 
the depot, to see the passengers as they got out of the 
cars. After gazing at them for a time, he called his wife 
to come and look at them ; and he was so struck with 
their shabby appearance, that he exclaimed, ** It is a 
shame for the cars to run on the Sabbath to carry such 
fellows as those." 

An intelligent and fashionable lady called on a friend 
of hers who belonged to a distant city. In the course of 
conversation she inquired of her friend when she arrived. 
She said, <* On the Sabbath." *< What," said the lady, 
« do you not know that it is very disreputable to travel on 
the Sabbath ? " Why should it not be disreputable ? the 
day was not made or given to men to be used as a day of 
secular busiaess^ traveling, or amusement, and they do 
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Bol owo it for that purpose. As it is disreputable for per* 
■oos to take what is not theirs, and appropriate it to their 
own use, why should it not be disreputable to take the 
Lord's day, and appropriate it to worldly purposes t es- 
pecially when facts, in great variety and abundance, 
show, that such dishonesty toward God, tends to promote 
dishonesty toward men. Nine-tenths of the convicts 
in our State prisons are found to have been Sabbath 
breakers. 

As Sabbath-breaking is not only associated with vice, 
but is also in its nature vicious, why should it not be 
abandoned by all respectable men ! 

Something like this has already been witnessed in 
many parts of the country. On one of our Rail Roads, 
the number of passengers on the Sabbath was not one- 
fifth part as great as on the other days of the week. 
The cars on that road have now ceased to run on the 
Lord's day. Soon after they stopped the conductor was 
asked, ** How many men did you carry through, the last 
Sabbath ? *' He said, « We started with two. One of 
them, however, got out by the way ; the other was so 
drunk, that he could not get out, and we carried him 
through." 

Some, however, who cUim to be respectaUe, continue 
to desecrate the Sabbath ; steamboats and packets in some 
cases leave the wharf; and rail cars and stage coaches 
continue to run on this holy day. But the idea is con- 
stantly extending, not only that it is disreputable, bat also 
that it is dangerous. 

A respectable lady, not considered as pious, at a fash- 
ionable watering place, the last season, was asked on 
Sabbath morning, if she would not join a company to take 
an excursion on the water. She promptly answered, '' No. 
If I should, I should not expect to come back alive." So 
numerous have been the cases of persons being drowned 
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while on pleasure excursions on the Sahhath, that she 
thought it not safe. Facts seem fully to justify such a 
conclusion. A coroner in one of our large cities stated, 
that lor nine years he was Called to make inquest upon 
twice as many persons, upon an average, who were 
drowned on the Sahbath, as upon all the other days of 
the week. 

The conviction is extending, that those steamboats and 
rail cars that run on the Sabbath are less safe than those 
on which all concerned keep the day holy. Greater so- 
briety and more conscientious integrity, in those who are 
employed, give greater security to property and life in the 
latter, than in the former. And the more the facts are 
known, the greater is the desire that the running of pub- 
lic vehicles and secular employments on the divinely 
appointed day of rest should be done away. 
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That meo are dependent on God, is proclaimed by the 
Toioe of Nature, of Scripture, and of Providence. Of 
eourae their interest and their duty require them to obey 
him. The most important of all knowled^ is a knowl- 
edge of hia will, and the most excellent and prc^tabie of 
all courses, is to obey it. What his will is, be makes 
known by his works, his word, and his ways. £v«ry per- 
son, who is disposed and is suitably attentive to the proper 
means, may understand it, and with proper reliance on 
him for needed aid, may heartily do it. Every person 
who does do this will, in proportion to his obedience finds 
it to be profitable, as to real good, for this life and the life 
to come. This is especially the case with regard to the 
right observance of those great* public institutions, which 
God has established, the observance of which is essential 
to the welfare of men on earth, and which affects not 
merely those who observe them, but also their fellow-men 
of the present and future generations. 

Take, for instance, the institution of marriage, or the 
conjugal union of one man and one woman for the pur- 
pose of promoting their mutual benefit and training up a 
family in the way in which they should go, and in which 
they may be blessings to themselves and others. Let any 
person learn the will of God with regard to this institution 
and comply with it, he will find it to be most eminently 
fitted to promote his highest good and the good of all who 
may feel his influence. But let him cast contempt upon 
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fliis institntion and violate Its sacred dutifed, h6 will find 
tbat he acts against his own highest good, and becomes 
injurious to his fdlow-men. If he continnes this Courses, 
things will work against him, and in the end he will b^ 
wretched. 

Take the family institution. L^ {Barents negfect their 
children, or children disobey, neglect, and dishonor their 
parehts, and they will find their characters injured, iheW 
happiness diminbhed, their usefulness prevented, and tfa^ 
prospects for both worlds shrouded in gloom. 

On the other hand, let parents be to their children and 
children to their parents what God requires, and they wilt 
go in a way of pleasantness — a path of peace. Their 
coarse as to excellence, usefuhk^^ss, and enjoyment i^l be 
like the fight of the morning, growing brighter to the 
perfect day. 

But with riegard to nothing do thles6 principlea apply 
with greater force than with regard to the Sabbath. Thi^ 
18 a standing institution, designed to be, in all ageA, t 
public recagnition of the divine supremacy, And dn enfarte^ 
ment of the rights of €hd among the children of ifnm. 
It is . the great institution for giving efficacy to Divint^ 
Laws, withodt the observance of which, men will no^ 
obey them. Hence the reasoii why God established it at 
the creation, kept it himself, sanctified, or set it apart, a^« 
a sacred day, and wrote the command to keep it holy, as 
one of the great permanent moral precepts, On a table of 
stone ; and why he requires all men, to whom his will Is 
known, in all ages, to remember the Sabbath day and 
keep it holy. Hence also the reason ^hy he blesses thosia 
who keep it, and curses those who do not. One class actr 
in fovor of his moral government, the other clasb att 
against it, hinder its dficacy, and increase the nun^be^ 
and Wickedness of those #ho rebel against it. In doin^ 
this, they provoke his displeasure and dt^W doWn hfii 
A 5 
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jadgmenti on themsehes and their feUow-roen ; when, bjr 
obeying bim, they might secure his fa^or and be blessings 
to all around them. They might exert an influence for 
good which would not die with tbem or with this genera* 
tion, but would go down to all future time. 

The American and Foreign Sabbath Union have 
therefore, ibr several years, been making special efforts to 
induce their fellow-men, in obedience to God, to keep the 
Sabbath holy. In pursuance of thb object, the Secretary 
of the Union has visited twenty-five of the United States, 
and traveled more than fifty thousand miles; addressing 
as he had opportunity all classes of persons, and presents 
tng reasons, why as individuals and a nation, we should 
** remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy." 

He has also written and printed five Permanent Sab- 
bath Documents, averaging more than sixty pages each.; 
■bowing that the Sabbath has its foundation in the nature 
of things; that both the word and the providence of God, 
designate the first day of the week as the Christian Sab- 
bath ; and that its sacred observance is essential to the 
right education of children; showing also the proper 
manner of observing it, and giving the results of more 
than one hundred and fifty experiments, in various kinds 
of employment, of breaking the Sabbath, or of keeping it 
holy. 

These Documents have all been stereotyped in English, 
and one or more of them in French, German and Spanish. 
Of the first, five hundred and forty-one thousand have 
been printed, and five hundred and thirty-two thousand 
put in circulation. Of the others, taken together, six 
hundred and thirty-four thousand have been printed, and 
six hundred and seventeen thousand circulated ; making, 
of all the numbers printed, one million one hundred and 
seventy-five thousand; and circulated, one million one 
hundred and forty-nine thousand copies. 
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Our object is, as far as practteable, to pot a copy, bj 
sale at cost, or gratnitous distribution, of at least one of 
tbese Documents, into every family ; especially in the new 
and destitute parts of our country ; and also, into all fam- 
ilies of foreign immigrants who can read, and are dis- 
posed to receive it. Wherever they are read, they tend 
powerfully to produce the conviction, that both duty and 
interest require men to remember the Sabbath day to keep 
it holy ; and most salutary changes are taking place on 
this subject in various parts of our country. 

About forty rail-road companies stop the running of 
their cars on that day, and on about four thousand miles 
of roads. The communities through which they pass, 
and whose right to the stillness and quiet of the day had 
for years been grossly violated by the screaming and rum- 
Ming of cars in time of public worship, are now free from 
the nuisance, and are permitted to enjoy their rights and 
privileges without molestation. No good reason can be 
given why this should not be the case, universally, through- 
out our country. Still, some cars continue to run on the 
Sabbath, to the great annoyance of the people in the 
places through which they pass, in violation of the rights, 
and contrary to the expressed wishes of many of the 
stockholders, and greatly to the moral injury of the 
public. 

It is sometimes said that there is more business on the 
road than can be done in six days. If this were true, it 
would be no good reason fbr running cars on the Sabbath. 
Neither individuals nor companies have any right to per- 
form , or attempt to perform, any more business than they 
can accomplish on six days in a week. All beyond that 
is forbidden by Jehovah, except what is required by need- 
ful acts of mercy, and the proper discharge of the appro- 
priate duties of the Sabbath. If men attempt to perform 
more, they violate the laws of God, and subject themselves 
to his curse. 
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It shoold nerer be fiargolteii, that bodies of men are as 
fetUj boaod to obey the laws of God, as indi? idoals, and 
their open ?iolation of them is more injurious. When 
individuals violate them, it is on their own responsibility 
merelj, and has only such influence as their yicioos char- 
acters and conduct are suited to glwe. But when bodies, 
composed of all claaBes, violate them, the influence is 
fnore extensive, and the mischief much greater. The 
fanning of rail-cars on the Sabbath is giving sanction to 
its public desecration, and openly setting at defiance the 
will of Jehovah. It b undermining the efficacy of his 
laws, and encouraging the vicious to break them. If one 
class of men may vidate one of the ten commandments, 
^hose great, fundamental, permanent m<»al laws, engraven 
with the finger of Jehovah on tables of stone, another 
class may violate another, and so on, till all are disre* 
garded. Thus an example is set which tends powerfully 
10 universal profligacy, and to the destruction of that vir- 
tue on which all our social, civil, and religious institutions 
dq>end. Whether we are to continue to he in future a 
^abb<ah4ceeping, virtuous, free amd hapj^ people, and 
whether our blessings are to go down to future generations, 
ifriU depend much, very much upon the question, whether 
09fr numerous rail-roads are to be Sabbath-keeping, or 
Sabbath-breaking concerns. 

That rail-roads are to be the principal modes of cen- 
veyaoce on all our great thoroughfares, is now settled ; 
and through this country will probably be the great com- 
mercial highway of the world. From morning to evening, 
^d from evening to morning, one incessant and mighty 
rush of human invention, activity and enterprise will, year 
%fter year, sweep firom ocean to ocean, through the fix 
working days of the week. If then, at the bidding of 
Jehovah, the Giver and Preserver of all good, the fire of 
9ur engines is e^^tinguidiedj and our millions of wheels 
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cease to roll ; if ihe rimng Sabbath sao, unobscured bj 
the Binoke of our fires, easts his cheering rays on everj 
iron road, and, as he passes over our widely extended and 
extending country, seesiin our cities, towns, and TillageSt 
the whole people congregating for prayer, thanksgiving 
and praise, then shall our peace be 10 a river, and our 
righteousness as the waves of the sea. The difference 
between the Sabbath and other days will be seen and fell 
by every child in our nation, and they will grow up in* 
stinctively exelaiming on its approach, — ^This is the day 
which the Lord hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in 
it. Let us come before his presence with thank^ving, 
and make a joyful noise unto him with psalms. O come, 
let us worship and bow down ; let us kneel befive the 
Lord our Maker, for he is our God and we are the sheep 
of his pasture and the people of his hand. Foreignem, 
as they land on our shores and contrast our condition wUb 
that of countries which have no Sabbath, will exclaim,-*- 
Happy is the people that is in such a case, yea, blessed is 
the people whose God is Jehovah. The pecuniary and 
political benefits of rail-roads will then be eclipsed by their 
moral and spiritual blessings, as the sfdendors ^ the 
moon are eclipsed by those of the sun at noon-day. 

But if our rail-roads are to be made thoroughfares of 
conteni{rt for the institutions of Jehovah, and from the 
morning to the evening of his day, to belch forth their 
defiance of him through the length and breadth of our 
land, then had our country better have been without theil^. 
Their pecuniary and political benefits will be as a drop to 
the ocean, compared with the moral and ^ritual mis* 
chiefs which they will entail on the present and coming 
generations. 

We are now making a grand experiment, not merely 
Son our mighty continent, but for the world, whether men 
can successfullf govern themselveni whether the gospel, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



H 

the glorious goepel of the ever blessed God, can sastain 
itself, prevail and triumph, unsupported by the civil arm, 
and unaided except by its friends and its Author ; and 
whether thus unaided, it can sectA-e that degree of knowl- 
edge and virtue among the people which is essential to 
the success of such a mighty undertaking. It is not more 
certain that the laws of nature will hold oii their way, that 
sun and moon will rise and set, and seed-time and harvest 
follow in succession, than it is, that, without the Sabbath, 
this great experiment will fail. Rail-road corporations, 
which continue their operations on this sacred day, are 
exerting a mighty influence towards its failure, in weaken- 
ing the bonds of moral obligation, lessening the efficacy 
of laws, human and divine, multiplying the number of 
criminals, and debasing the community. Is this right t 
Will it in the end promote their benefit, or that of their 
children, thus to dishonor their Maker, and sacrifice such 
mighty interests for the sake of temporary pecuniary 
gain 7 All true history of the past, and all just anticipa- 
tions of the future, the word of God and the dispensations 
of his providence, answer, No. 

But it is said, individuals wish to travel on that day, 
and rail-road corporations must accommodate them. 
This is not true. If individuals will travel on the Sabbath, 
in defiance of laws, human and divine, no considerations 
of truth, duty, or interest, require that others should aid 
them. Let them, in this vicious work, provide accom- 
modatk)ns for themselves. Let not the Christian, the pa- 
triotic, or the humane, assist them in thus injuring them- 
selves, dishonoring their Maker, and wronging their fel- 
low-men. Let them not connive at it, or in any way en- 
courage it. On the other hand, let them by kind remon- 
strance and persuasion, by the universal diflosion of in- 
formation, by correct example, and by all other suitaUe 
means, do what they can to induce men of all descriptions, 
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for their own good, for the honor of God, tnd for the ben« 
efit of mankind, to abstain from all desecration of this 
holy day. 

But it is said, it is sometimes needful to travel on the 
Sabbath. On those occasions let the individuals who, by 
duty to God or man, are called to travel on the Sabbath, 
furnish their own conveyance. Though in some cases it 
might be a convenience to go in a public conveyance, yet 
the evils to the community of running rail-cars on the 
Sabbath, are unspeakably greater than the evils to individ- 
uals from not running them on that sacred day. It is 
morally wrong permanently to injure the public, for the 
sake of temporary convenience or benefit to a few indi- 
viduals. 

But it is said, the mails must go on the Sabbath. This 
is a great mistake. There is no necessity, on the part of 
the government, or of individuals, that mails should run 
on the Sabbath. Let the community cease to travel on 
that day, and the mails may every where be stopped. In 
a written declaration from the late Postmaster General, he 
says, — " I should be gratified to see the trctnsmission of 
the mails, as well as every other species of labor ^ suspended 
on the Sabbath. When proprietors of conveyances are 
disposed to withdraw the means of conveyance on that 
day, and there is no likelihood of others being substituted 
so as to give facilities to a few, to the disadvantage and 
injury of the many, I take pleasure in acceding to the ar^ 
rangements, so far as the mails are concerned, as has lately 
been done upon the lines of rail-road between Albany and 
Buffalo, following the example set by the New York and 
Boston, and the Boston and Albany lines." 

The present Post Master General coincides in the 
above-mentioned views, and is equally desirous that the 
carrying of the mails on the Sabbath should be discon- 
tinued throughout the United States. And wherever the 
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p«bKe IrtTelbg of the ooontry shtll stop, the mtils maf 
eease to ran. 

The ruoDiDg of more than eighty thousand miles of 
Sabbath-breaking mails, ha?e, within a few years, been 
slopped, and a safing thus been made to the Poet-office 
department, of more than sixty thousand dollars a year. 
The people appear to be well pleased with this chabge, 
and increasing numbers are desirous that the ranning of 
the mails on the Sabbath, and all secular business, should 
nnifersally cease. 
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ADDRESS 

OF THB 

NATIONAL SABBATH CONVENTION 

TO TKB 

PEOPLE OP THE UNITED STATES. 



The Convention of delegates assembled in Baltimore from va- 
rioos partB of the Union, to consult on the means of promoting a 
more general observance of the Christian Sabbath, would respect- 
fully solicit the attention of their fellow-citizens to the subject of 
their deliberations. Were an apology necessary for an appeal so 
wide as this Address contemplates, it is found in the fact ^at the 
object concerns all — whether they dwell in the crowded city ot 
the scattered hamlet, m the palaces of the rich or the cottages of 
the poor. They believe that the results of the decision which the 
nation shall maturely form as to the Claims of this ins^titution wiU 
reach far onward in its history, and that we are dealing with the 
elements of the future weal or woe of the hundreds of mulions who 
are to inhabit this land when we and ours will be remembered only 
by the healthful or baneful influences we have exerted upon this 
forming period of our career. 

That our means of safety are as peculiar as our perils, is an ad- 
mitted truism. We have parted with many of the prescriptive 
safeguards of other countries. The popular ignorance, upon which 
the monarchies of the old world have so greatly relied for safety, 
we deprecate as our danger. The elevation of the masses in intelli- 
gence, which they fear, is our hope. They are building citadels 
of defence from their own people. We are seeking to awaken in 
ours a higher and higher estimate of their power and their rights. 
Their restraints from violence are chiefly external force. Ours are 
the love of order, the sense of justice, the power of conscience, 
and the fear of God. Such are our trusts : if they fail us, aU is 
lost Our mistake is fatal, and there is no remedy. 

It is with reference to considerations like these that we desire 
to fix the attention of our fellow-citizens upon the Sabbath, as a 
moral safeguard tendered to us by our beneficent Creator for just 
such exigencies as ours ; and, as nations are what individuals are, 
tendered to us as a nation, to each of us as individuals, with all its 
blessed influences upon the life that is, and the never-endin? life to 
come. Were it a human device, we nugfat well fear lest evil shoold 
c 
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be ndnsled with its eood, and coold justly question its claims upon 
our nmimited confi&nce. But it is a law of God, coeval with 
creation. It is one of the selected few, the ten conunandments, 
that brief but comiwehaosive expression oiiua wilL Among these 
it stands; and we may not say that it is secondaiy in imp^tance 
09* obligation to any. For aught we know, it may be the veiy key- 
stone of the arch. 

This should be eaongh. Theie is no higher sanction our reason 
can adi or conceive. 

But were there no such revelation, and were we compelled to 
trace back from effects to caases, so manifold are the Sabbath's 
blessings, so complete its adaptation to our physical, social, and 
moral necessities, we could not &il to refer its ongin to Him who 
made man, and who knew his wants as his Creator alone could 
know them. That it was made for man, as man, is proved by all 
its bearings upon all his wants. 

As a period of rest, after six days' continuous toil, it is indispen- 
$abU to the laborer. Without this £rracious interval, his health and 
vigor prematurely decay as cotainly, although not as speedily, as 
if debarred from the refreshment of sleep ; and health and vig(»: 
are the poor man's capits^ The statistics, now so greatly accumu- 
lated that we cease to gather them, showing the fearful waste ol 
life in those employments which know no such suspension, are fiill 
of warning and instruction. Sad indeed is the lot of the laborer 
without this jubilee of the week to recruit his exhausted energies ; 
when he may wipe the sweat from his brow, and lift up his body« 
and lift up Ins spuit, alike bowed down by daily toil. 

Nor is this interval of repose, as a law of our physical nature, 
less necessary to itddUctual occupations. The mind must be sta- 
tedly unladen of its cares, as the body of its burdens, or a similar 
penalty must be endured. The ordinary effects of systematic vio- 
Luions of the Lord's day, by men of business or professional men, 
are less clearness of perception and power of discrimination, and 
less soundness of judgment, and, generally, a diminution of intel- 
lectual viffor, often ^Dowed by a sudden breaking down of the 
over-tasked mental Acuities ; in other instances the result is lunacy 
pr self-murder. In short, moral and religious considerations apar^ 
nothing is gained by a violation of the divine command — a truth 
often leameSl too late. If a man would make the most of himself 
in aU respects, he will do well to remember the Sabbath day, to 
keep it holy. 

But the demands of our moral and social nature for the blessings 
of a sanctified Sabbath are still more imperative, and take hold of 
higher results. We cannot dispense with this pause from the pur- 
suit of pleasure, gain, or distinction; we need it to moderate our 
passions, to chasten our desires, to purify our motives, to elevate 
our aims, and to seek the salvation of our souls. It is here the 
Sabbath chiefly discloses the divinity of its origin and the benevo- 
}ence of its purpose. It speaks in God's name to the tide of world- 
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liness, "Thus fkr ehalt thou come, but no farther;* it eomnnmes 
with man of eternal retributions, points his burdened conscience 
to the only Savior, and to that heaven whose endless felicity none 
shall know but th^ pure in heart and the pure in liib. In its legiti- 
mate observance, it is a season of hushed passions and of tranquil 
enjoyment, disposing the heart to kindness and good-will, — a 
seajson for the affectionate instruction of the ;jroung in their duties 
to God and their fellow-beings, for the privileges of private and 
social worship, attendance upon the instructions of an intelligent 
Christian ministry, and of devoutly reading the inspired words of 
truth and love in the holy volume. The subjects of thou^t and 
conversation are pure and elevating in their nature ; and it would 
be strange, indeed, if the Sabbath sun, as it sets upon a family or 
community who thus had hallowed its hours of light, did not leave 
them happier, wiser, and better than when it rose. Can any doubt 
the effects of a day thus spent on mental and moral character, or 
the power of that restraint which it throws over the conduct ? 
Nearly three entire years, or one seventh of the life of every young 
man, who leaves his home on reaching tbe age of manhood, will 
have been spent under such influences. These are not the fami- 
lies, nor these the individuals, who are nuisances to society. It is 
not he who fears God, and keeps his Sabbath, that robs his neighbor 
or murders him ; nor is his place among the debased of his species 
in any respect, or any where — least of all here. You cannot keep 
a man ignorant or brutish in thia country, if you give him hie Sab- 
bath, and he observes it according to his Maker's will. He will 
be raised by its concentrated influences, and will understand and 
value his civil and political rights, and will respect the rights of 
others. The wily demagogue must seek somewhere else his tool 
or his victim. 

With a population thus nurtured, we all feel that our laws would 
be obeyed, and our liberties as a nation safe ; but there can be no 
such without the Sabbath aiid its appropriate sanctification, and 
there is no such where it is unknown and unhonored. We beseech 
our fellow-citizens maturely to consider this conclusion, and the 
facts which, as we have seen, have inevitably involved it 

If these are the happy issues of obedience to tiiis wise and gra- 
cious command of our Creator, we are warned by his word and 
awM providences that its profanation is proportionally dangerous. 
The purest and most healtliftil fountain, if poison be cast mto its 
waters, sends forth only streams of death ; and so will desecrated 
and polluted Sabbaths work our more speedy and dreadful ruin. 
Our principle of self-government as a people must be abandoned, 
and we and our childj^n must pass under the yoke of despotism. 

There is much to encourage us. The Sabbath, like the Bible, 
IS to a great extent imbedded in our affections, our most cherished 
associations, and in our social and civil usages. Almost univer- 
sally the places of business and of public amusement are closed ; 
and, as a general fact, and in a growing degree, there is a cessation 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



60 

ftoni open labor; «iid thote fiom whom this privilege is yet with- 
held-* for withheld it is in instances fearfully numerous — have 
begun to feel it the sorest evil of their poverty that they cannot ob- 
tain that, even as a boon, which is theus by inalienable birthright 
— by the le^v of their fathers and the gift of God. Of the 
strenjg^ of this desire for deliverance there are the most convincing 
proon before the Convention ; and among the motives which have 
assembled us here, many of us from distant homes, were the affect- 
ing appeals of this very class of our proscribed fellow-citizens for 
the help which public opinion and public sympathy may bring to 
their relie£ Shall it be denied? an^ especially sbiall the sought- 
for aid be withheld by those who have the power to grant it ; and 
that for the sake of gains uncertain at the best, but which, if real- 
ized, will bring no real good, and which may yet ruffle and disturb 
the piUow of death? 

In conclusion, we would ask of our fellow-citizens thebr influ- 
ence, their kind persuasions, and, above all, their blameless example, 
in aid of tljis cause, to the furtherance of which so many and such 
various considerations prompt us. The world has never witnessed 
the spectacle of a universal obedience to the Sabbath in any 
country ; and its full power to bless a nation is yet unrevealed. In 
no other land can the trial be made with such encouragements as 
in this, or with such power of example to the world ; for, if suc- 
cessful here, it will be as the voluntary decision of a free people. 

It was thu remark of cwifi of the ablest and purest of those for- 
eignen who came to our aid in the days of revolutionary peril, 
and who made his home, and recently his grave, among us, — the 
late venerable Duponceau, of Philadelphia, — that of all we claimed 
as characteristic, our observance of the Sabbath is the only one 
truly national and American ; and for this cause, if for no other, he 
trusted it would never lose its hold on our affections and patriotism. 
It was a noble thought, and may well mingle with higher and nobler 
motives to stimulate our efforts and encourage our hopes. And while 
it is the glory so eagerly coveted by other nations that they may be 
preeminent in conquests and extended rule, let us gladly accept it 
as our distinction, and wear it as the fairest of all that grace our 
escutcheon, that we preeminently honor the Sabbath and the Sab- 
bath's Lord. 

In behalf of the Convention, 

JOHN Q. ADAMS, PnsidenL 

Harmar Denitt, Seerdary, 
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ADDRESS 

OF ITHB 

NATIONAL SABBATH CONVENTION 

TO 

CANAL COMMISSIONERS. 



Gentlemen : Among the numerous manifestations c^ wis* 
dom and goodness, which the Divine Being has made to the 
human family, is his arrangement, after six days of lahor and 
attention to secular concerns for one day of rest, and of spe- 
cial deyotion to the worship of Grod and the promotion of the 
spiritual good <^ men. And so important in his own estima- 
tion was this arrangement, that he evidently had his eye upon 
it in the creation of the world, and in the Sahbath which he 
observed at the close of that work, when the morning stars 
sang together and all the sons of God shouted for joy. This 
anrangem^it was evidently " made for man," and an intelli- 
gent and conscientious regard to it has in all ages been found 
to be essential to his highest good. The rest which it c<Hitem- 
plates h required by his physical system ; and the moral in- 
fluence which it imparts is no less needful to the health of his 
soul. These tru^, revealed with great clearness in the 
Scriptures, and abundantly illustrated in the course of divine 
Providence, ave receiving eztensively-increasiBg atteiiti(m,alid 
a consideration of their high importance is eodending in vari- 
OGS parts d'our coufntry. The consequence is, a decrease, in 
many places, of the number who engage in secular business 
or travelling for amusement on the Sabbath, and an increase of 
those who enjoy the privileges and engage in the appropriate 
duties c^ that day. Vessels and steamboats less frequently 
leave the harbor. The number who go to the post-c^oe on 
the Sabbath is diminishing. On more than a thousand miles 
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cases the mails are not transported, and the locks on canab 
are not opened. And in various kinds of business, in which 
it has been contended that it was necessary to desecrate the 
Sabbath, it has been found by experiment that such business 
can be carried on to even better advantage by being confined 
to six days in a week. And we have a settled and strong con- 
viction, that, if this should be the case with all kinds of busi- 
ness, tlie highest and best interests of all concerned would be 
promoted. Nor do we see any good reasons why this should 
not be the case ; nor why the business on our canals should 
be, as it sometimes has been, an exception. That large and 
interesting class of our fellow-citizens who are called to labor 
on our inland waters need, physically and morally, as much 
as others, the rest and the privileges of the Sabbath ; they 
have an equal interest in tl^m and an equal right to enjoy 
them. Many of them ardently desire to enjoy these blessings, 
and in one state more than 1200 captains of canal boats unit- 
ed in a petition to the Canal Ck>mmissioners not to open the 
locks, or require their agent to perform official business on 
that day. This would prevent owners of boats and goods from 
urging those who are employed to desecrate the Sabbath, and 
would greatly lessen their temptation to do it It would re- 
move the official sanction which, by the opening of the locks, 
is given to that vice, and relieve Ae public agents from the 
guilt of aiding and abetting in promoting it. The consequence 
would be, as it has been on those canals where the experi- 
ment has been tried, the health and the character of those em- 
ployed would be improved ; business would be transacted 
with greater facility ; nor would (he amount, on the whole, be 
diminished. Thedanal Committee, composed of distinguished 
senators, to whom the petition above referred to was commit- 
ted in the state of New York, afler long and careful consider- 
ation of the whole subject, say, in their report, the boatmen 
who send up their petitions express their firm conviction that 
as much meichandise and produce could be transported on the 
canals during the season of navigation, with the observance of 
the Sabbath, as there can be by violating that day. There 
can be no doubt that the boatmen take a correct view of the 
sutgect Other things being equal, the committee believe 
that both man and b^t can peribrm more labor, by rest'mg 
one day in seven, than by constant employment every day in 
the week. 
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"The Sabbath was emphatically ^made for man,' and, 
when viewed in the light of political economy^ can never be 
siiffioi^:itly prized. 

'^ It is admitted by all, that intelligence and virtue constitute 
the only sure foundation of republican institutions. If the 
peofde are intelligent and virtuous, the institutions of our coun- 
try are safe. It is believed that the Sabbath, duly observed, 
in the repeated instructions which it brings to the population of 
a nation, in its calling the attention of all to the duty they 
owe to their Creator, in reminding them of their accountability 
beyond the grave, and thus maintaining and invigorating the 
conscience, lies at the foundation of ovr national happiness 
and prosperity. 

" It is a well-known fact, in the history of the vicious and 
depraved, that the violation of the Sabbath is generally the 
first step in the series of wickedness and crime, which led them 
to their final ruin. Nor is there any thing mysterious in the 
blighting influence of Sabbath desecration on the human char- 
acter. The want of that moral and religious culture which 
the observance of the Sabbatli secures, the voice of conscience 
hushed by its repeated violations, leaves the unhappy individ- 
ual without any saving moral principle to warn or protect him, 
and, like a vessel without a rudder, upon the stormy ocean, 
he is sure to wreck his happiness and his character. 

" Of 1232 convicts, admitted to the Auburn State Prison, 
previously to 1838,447 had been watermen ; and of the whole 
number, 1232, only 26 had been in the habit of keeping the 
Sabbath. 

" Of 1450, admitted to the prison previously to the year 

1839, 563 had been watermen, and 27 only had kept the 
Sabbath. 

" Of 1653, admitted to the prison previously to the year 

1840, 660 had been watermen ; apd of 203 admitted to the 
prison in one year, 97 had been watermen, and only 2 had 
kept the Sabbath. 

" One way to promote the religious observance of the Sab- 
bath, is for the canal officers, and all who employ others to do 
business on the canals, to suspend their secular business, and 
religiously observe the day themselves. Let the distinguished 
classes of society set an example of keeping the Sabbath, and 
others may be expected to follow. And let employers in no 
case unnecessarily deprive those whom they employ of the 
rest and privileges which God has provided for them, and 
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the eDJ03nnent of whiob would promote the mutnaL good of 

^ The state officers violate the laws of die state, in open* 
ing the locks and transacting public business on Sunday, and 
it»e committee believe that the interests c€ the state, or die 
prosperity of individuals, can never be advanced by the vida- 
tion of human or divine laws. 

** The policy which seeks to gain by the violation of laws 
which if^Oe wisdom and goodness haoe established^ is sdfishf 
short-sighted^ and defeats its own end.'''* 

Such are the sentiments expressed by distinguished sena- 
tors, aAer careful inquiry and padent investigation, and who 
had a good opportunity to become acquainted widi the facts 
connected with the desecration of the Sabbath by the opening 
of locks and the performance of official and secular busmess 
on canals. 

And we have no doubt that they are equally in accordance 
with sound philosophy and correct political econmny, as they 
are with good morals and true religion. 

And we would most respectfully and earnestly commend 
them to the careful perusal and profound consideration of all 
who are thus concerned, in opposition to laws human and di- 
vine, in such violations of the Lord^s day. And we cannot but 
hope that the time may soon corrje when their own experience 
dwll unite with the experience of increasing numbers in all de- 
partments, in testifying that the Sabbath was indeed made for 
man, and that in the keeping of it in accordance with die will 
of the Lord of the Sabbath, and of those laws, natural and moral, 
which he has established, there is truly great reward. 

BalOmore, Nocember 28, 1844. 
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ADDRESS 



NATIONAL SABBATH CONVENTION 

TO THE 

DIRECTORS OF RAIL ROADS. 



Gentlemen : The position which you occupy gives you 
peculiar facilities for exerting great and extensive influence 
among men. All classes, and especially the young, must he 
deeply affected by the course which you take with regard to 
the running of cars on the Sabbath. It is on this account that 
we take the liberty to address you, and respectfully request 
your attention to a few considerations with regard to this 
subject. 

In a free country, where all classes of citizens enjoy the 
blessings of social, civil, and religious liberty, where no stand- 
ing armies support the government or give efficacy to law, it 
is of the highest importance that moral principle should be uni- 
versal, and its salutary influences be felt by all classes of peo- 
ple. In order to this, they must understand and respect the 
laws of Grod, especially with regard to those great fundamen- 
tal institutions which were ** made for man^^^ and the obser- 
vance of which is essential to the welfare of civil society. 
One of these institutions is that of the Sabbath. 

This institution, established at the creation, was designed to 
keep alive the knowledge and worship of Jehovah, and thus to 
give efficacy to his moral government among men. Without 
3iis, that knowledge and virtue which are essential to the pu- 
rity and permanence of free institutions cannot exist. And 
whether we, as a people, shall be successful in perpetuating 
our institutions, will depend in no small degree upon the fact, 
whether we shall or shall not regard the Christian Sabbath. 
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And this will be deeply affected by the course which shall be 
pursued with regard to the runniDg of rail-cars and other 
public vehicles on that day. 

The Others of our country, who were honored as the in- 
struments of establishing our institutions, were men who loved 
the Sabbath, and who regarded its observance as one of the 
bulwarks of national freedom. And to this we owe no small 
part of the blessings which we enjoy. And since those, 
through whose sacrifices and labors we have received them, 
have gone to their rest, patriotism, no less than piety, requires 
that we should, in this, imitate their example. 

Among the reasons why the running of rail-cars, as well as 
other kinds of secular business, should be confined to six days, 
are the following, viz. : — 

L It is manifestly the will of God, that all men should ob- 
serve the Sabbath. And as they are dependent on him for 
the blessings which they enjoy, their interest ^ as well as their 
duty, requires that they should do it 

U. As but six days in the week have been made for secu- 
lar business, and no more have ever been given to men for 
that purpose, they have no right to any more. Only six days 
belong to men for secular business, and to take more for that 
purpose ii not honest. 

III. To employ seven days in a week in secular business is 
a violation, not only of a law which was written by Jehovah on 
a table of stone, but of a law which he has impressed upon 
the nature of both man and beast. . That law requires, that 
those that have been employed six days in a week should rest 
on the seventh : if they do not, they impair their health, di- 
minish their strength, and shorten their lives. 

IV. Men who labor seven days in a week are more reck- 
less of property, character, and life, than those who labor but 
six, and enjoy the rest and privileges of the Sabbath. They 
are more exposed to disasters and crim^. The consequence 
is, travellers are more exposed to tiie loss of property and life 
on Sabbath-breaking rail roads than they need be, and more 
exposed than they would be, shouki the running be confined 
to six days, and all concerned be permitted to enjoy the rest 
and privileges of the Sabbath. 

V. The running of the cars on the Sabbath is a violation of 
(he rights of the people. They have a right not cMily to keep 
the Sabbath, but to be undisturhed by others. The running 
of tiie cars trough villages, and by places of pubito workup, 
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and oAen in time of service, is a gross violation of the rgto 
pf the citizens to the stillness and quiet of that day. 

Vt The running of the cars on the Sabbath is wholly wn- 
necessary f All the secular business which it is needful or 
proper ibr men to perform, can be accomplished in six di^ys. 
And there is no good reason why the cars should run on the 
Sabbath. (On more than 700 miles of our rail roads, they are 
confined to six days in the week. Many of them are among 
the greatest thoroughfares, on which the most business is done, 
and, it is hardly necessary to add, are among the most profit- 
able in the country. And on some, which have continued to 
desecrate the Sabbath, it manifestly would have been more 
profitable, in a pecuniary point of view, if they had not 
done it. 

On one of the state roads in a neighboring state, they car- 
ried on the Sabbath, upon an average, 56^ passengers during 
the season. To this they employed 68 men, 18 horses, apd 
14 steam engines, and at an expense to the state of 
$3613 75, being 91477 00 more than the income ; and 
when all the income would have been obtained during the 
week, had they not run on the Sabbath, and thus $3613 75 
saved to the state — a sum sufficient to pay the annual interest 
on $72,000 of the state debt. 

VII. By running the cars on the Sabbath, you tempt others 
to desecrate that day, and aid and abet them in doing it. 
This exerts a highly-deleterious influence, especially upon the 
young, and in numerous ways is detrimental to all the great 
mterests of our country. 

You also deprive those whom you employ of the rest and 
the privileges of the holy Sabbath. You prevent their attend- 
ance on the preaching of the gospel, and other means of 
grace which God has provided, and thus exert an influence 
which tends to prevent their preparation for heaven. 

VIIL Increasing numbers, of all classes, who, in the light of 
principles and facts, examine this subject, are becoming in- 
creasingly desirous that the running of the cars on the Sab- 
bath should cease. And we cannot but hope, that you, gen- 
tlemen, at no distant time, will come to the conclusion, that 
the highest interests of all will he promoted by throwing the 
whole weight of your influence on the side of Sabbath obser- 
vance, and that, by so doing, you may become eminendy 
benefactors of our country and the world. 

Do you say, ^^ We are common carriers ; and, as some men 
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wiih to travel on the Sabbath, we must run our cars toaccom- 
inodate them " ? Why must you run your cars to accommo- 
date them ? Do the laws of 6od, or the laws of the state, re- 
quire it ? No, ihey both forbid it Why then must you do it ? 

Suppose the same men should wish to violate the laws, hu- 
man and divine, in other ways ; would you be obliged, be- 
cause you are common carriers, to aid and abet them in doing 
it ? I>oes not the fact that men are placed in public stations, 
and are thus charged with special responsibilities, lay them 
under special obligations to exert the influence which that 
gives them, not for the injury, but for the benefit, of themselves 
and their children ? " Train up a child," saith infinite wis- 
dom, " in the way he should go, and when he is old he will 
not depart from it." In scarcely any thing is this more true 
or important than with regard to the Christian Sabbath. The 
history of the last thirty years gives abundant evidence, that 
for parents to continue, by business, openly to desecrate the 
Sabbath, exerts a highly-deleterious influence on their chil- 
dren. Facts speak on this subject as with a voice of thunder, 
and echo the declaration, " Six days shalt thou labor and do 
all thy work ; but remember the Sabbath day, and keep it 
holy. In it thou shalt not do any work ; thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid -servant, nor 
thy cattle." Men who have continued openly to violate the 
Sabbath, by the prosecution of worldly business on that day, 
have in so many cases been visited in their persons, estates, or 
families, with calamities, that all benevolent minds must desire 
that none should follow their example, lest they should be par- 
takers of their plagues. 

On the other hand, those who, while diligent in business 
during the six days, have conscientiously and regularly kept 
the Sabbath, and gone with their children to the house of God, 
have in so many cases been visited with blessings, which have 
gone down to their children and children's children, that all 
benevolent minds must desire that such blessings may become 
universal. 



Baltimore^ November 28, 1844. 
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RESOLUTIONS 

ADOPTKD BT THK 

NATIONAL SABBATH CONVENTION, 

BALTIMORE, NOVEMBER, 1844. 



L Resolved, That we gratefully recognize the wisdom and good- 
ness of Jehovah in the appointment of the Sahbath, in the sanction 
which he gave to it by his own example, in his command to men to 
remember and keep it holy, and in the blessing which it has been 
the means of conferring upon those who have kept it according to 
his will, in all ages of the world. 

IL That we specially notice the kindness of the Lord, in leading 
the fathers of our country so extensively to acknowledge the sanc- 
tity of his day, and to observe it as a day of rest from secular busi- 
ness, travelling, and amusement, and of special devotion to the 
public worship of God, and the promotion of the spiritual good of 
men. 

nL That the blessings which we are enjoying from the lalxxs 
and sacrifices of those who have gone before us, — for which labors 
and sacrifices, their regard for the Sabbath was an essential means 
of preparing them, — ought to lead us, in this matter, conscien- 
tiously and perseveringly to imitate all that was good in their 
example. 

IV. That the influence of the observance of the Lord's day, in 
the establishment of our social, civil, and religious institutions, was 
such as must greatly endear it to the hearts of all intelligent and 
consistent patriots ; and the continuance and legitimate operations 
of these institutions will depend in no small degree upon the man- 
ner in which the people of this country shall meet the responsibili- 
ties and discharge the duties of that sacred day. 

v. That the increasing conviction, which is manifested in varions 
parts of our country, of the duty and utility of remembering the 
Christian Sabbath and keeping it holy, and the consequent diminu- 
tion of secular business, and the increase of the numbers who as- 
semble to acknowledge the Author of their blessings, are tck&na for 
good to the country, and ought to encourage all to give to the ob^ 
servance of this day the sanction of their habitual example. 

VL That we witness with great pleasure the influence which 
many editors, not only of the religious, but the secular press of our 
country, axe exerting in favor of the Lord's day, ana trust that 
D 
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Himr labon will be duly aj^ireciated by the patnodc of all chaaeSf 
and meet a general response from the hearts of the people. 

VIL That, in a free country, where general intelligence and 
Tirtue are essential to the purity and permanence of civil institu- 
tions, the ohservance of the Sabbath is peculiarly neceasaryy in order 
to secure that respect for the laws, which is essential to public 
tranquillity, and that general conviction of moral responsibility on 
whicB the safety of property, character, and life, and the appropriate 
enjo3rment and use of tnese blessings, depend. 

VlIL That public men, who are raised, by the suffrages of a free 
people, to places of official dignity and power, are laid under pecu- 
liar oblivions to set an example, with regard to the Lord's day, 
which snail be safe and salutary to their fellow-men, and which 
shall tend to render the due observance of that day universal 

IX. That, as but six days in a week have been made cm: given to 
men for secular business, they have no right to taJce any more for 
that purpose ; no more beloi^ to them, and, if men take more, 
they take that which is nU ihein. And though it may, sometimes 
j^romise some temporary good, it will not be likely to end well ; for 
the sabbatical law was engraven not only on the tables of stone, 
but on the bodies and souIb of men, and is armed with a penalty 
which DO continued violator of it can either annul or evade. 

X. That bodies (^men, by bein^ incorporated for private or pub- 
lic obiecta, have no more riffht to desecrate the Sabbath than indi- 
viduaB ; aad that the members of such bodies are as really bound 
to observe it, in their public and official acts, as they are in their 
in^idual and private transactions among their fellow-meo» 

XI. That we recognize with peculiar satisfaction the repeated 
instances in which ^ies <^ men, in their official capacity, have 
(^ late manifested their regard for the Lord's day, and tlwir dispo- 
sitiim to assist those irhom. they employ, in availing themselves 
of the rest and the privileges which that day was designed to 
afford. 

XXL That the Sabbath is peculiarly the friend of the laborer, and 
oomes as an angel of mercy to give him rest from his toils, to point 
kirn upwards, eoid help him to rise in anticipation of, and prepara- 
tion for, " that rest which remainetli for the people of God.^ 

XIII. That it is not oidy the privilege, but tl&e rigid, of the la- 
borer to rest on the Sabbath, and a right of which he cannot be 
deorived without great evil to himself, to his family, and to his 
fellow-men. 

XIV. That, as it is proved by facts that, on the whole, more labor 
can be performed by working six days in a week, and resting one^ 
than can be performed by working seven, and that it can be done 
in a better manner, the pecuniary interests of men, no less really 
than their moral duties, urge them to respect that law of their na- 
ture, and (^ nature^ God, which requires a day of weekly rest, and 
of devout acknowiedgment of him, as the Miker» Redeemer, and 
Gmrenor of the world. 
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XV. That, as the dissemination of a knowledge of principles 
and facts, with regard to the Sabbath, is one of the most powerful 
means of securing its observance, it is recommended to all to 
supply themselves with interesting publications on this subject, and 
to circulate them in all suitable ways, as extensively as possible. 

XVI. That, should every family obtain some good Sabbath 
manual, that all children and youth may understand the object of 
the Divine Being in the appointment of the Sabbath, and the 
reasons why all should observe it, they would, it is believed, 
greatly promote, not only their own interest, but nJl the great in- 
terests of mankind. 

XVII. That the efforts that are made by ship-owners, merchai^, 
and others^ to ^ive the rest and privileges of the Lord's day to sea> 
men, must tend to elevate their character, increase their usefulness, 
and promote the ffood of alL 

XVIII. That me connection between the desecration of tha 
Sabbath, and the use, as a beverage, of intoxicating liquois, and 
the traffic in them ^ that puipose, and the aid which each afibrds 
in the promotion of l^e other, should lead the friends (^ temperance, 
as well as of the Sabbath, to p^severe in judicious eSortB to cause 
each <^ these evils to be done away. 

XIX. That this convention view with gratitude to the Divina 
Bemg, tiie eSbit which has for some time past been making on the 
part of the naticmal government, as well as of many officers <^ 
the army, to extend to the soldiery the {Mrivilege of resting on the 
Sabbath, and attending the worship of the sanctuary. And it is ar- 
deirtly hc^ed, through the ffood providence of Go^ that this pdvi- 
lege will soon be extended to the entire army. 

XX. That the clergy <^ the different denominations of Chris- 
tians in the United States be respectfully requested to preach, 
annually, a sermon, or sermons, adapted to promote the scriptural 
observance of the Lord's day, and, if convenient to them, to select 
the month before harvest as the season for such discourse. 

XXL That the assistance which the venerable John QAuncy 
Adams, late president of the United States, has rendered to tM 
objects of this Convention, in the able, dignified, and kind manner 
in which he has presided over our deliberations, and in the testi- 
moi^ which he has borne to the in^rtance of the Sabbath to the 
social, civil, and religious interests of our country, deserves aad 
receives our grateful acknowledgm^ts ; and that the secretaries 
be directed to transmit it to him, with our earnest desires for hie 
health, usefulness, and happiness ; and that, when he shall have 
done with the things of this world, he may be prepared for, and 
received to, ^ that rest which remaineth for the people of Grod.* 
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LETTERS. 



Fram Chief Justice Homhlower, of the State of J^ew Jersey^ to the 
Jfational SabbtUh Convention. 

* Please, dear sir, assure the Convention, when it shall be assem- 
bled, that in the great object of their meeting, I am with them, 
lieurt and soul, in all my moral feelings, my Christian sympathies, 
and my love of country. It would be as useless as it would be 
indiscreet for me to attempt, within the limits of such a commu- 
nication as this should be, to write an essay on the obligation that 
rests upon us to keep holy the Sabbath day, and the importance of 
doing so, as connected with the well-being of society, the enjoy- 
ment of personal health and comfort, and t£e promotion and secu- 
rity of domestic peace, virtue, and happiness. Such discussions I 
must leave to abler hands, and to those whose studies, duties, and 
avocations in life, better fit them for such a task. Permit me, how- 
ever, to advert for a moment to my own experience and observa- 
tions, on this subject For forty years I have been extensively and 
fiuniliarly acquainted and connected with the administration of 
justice in this state ; and for the last twelve years, as the presiding 
member of its Supreme Court, it has been my painful duty to pro- 
nounce the sentence of the law on many wretched convicts, and 
for crimes of every grade, from that of the petty thief to the cruel 
and cold-blooded murderer. On the trial of many of those persons, 
their histories, sometimes from their boyhood, and their early associa- 
tions, have been incidentally, and, more or less, fully developed ; and 1 
hazard nothing in saying that, in a large majority of such cases, the 
first and minor delinquencies of the convict have resulted from, or 
been connected with, desecrations of the Sabbath, by themselves and 
their companions. In many instances, too, the unhappy convicts 
tnm out to be the children of Sabbath-breaking parents; or of 
parents, however otherwise respectable, or well on in society, who 
nave habitually neglected the religious observance of the Sabbath, 
and permitted their families and children to live and grow up in 
utter disregard of that day, and of all the sacred institutions con- 
nected wiUi it 

''I could extend these remarks, and give some specific and pain- 
ful instances of moral turpitude, and of human sorrow and sufiering, 
resulting fix)m the habitual desecration or neglect of the Sabbath, 
fllustratmg the views I have expressed, and proving the blessed 
truth that that day was made for man, and kindly instituted by 
Heaven to promote both his temporal and eternal welfiire. But 
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time will not p^mit me to enlarge. Majr the God of the Sabbath 
and the sanctuary be with the Convention when it meets. May 
nothing be attempted in mere human wisdom ; nothing hoped for as 
the result of man's device ; nothing done that shall have the ap- 
pearance of a wanton interference with the laws and institutions 
of our country, or the civil and religious liberty of our fellow-citi- 
zens. Let moral suasion, exhortation, and advice, precept, exam- 
ple, and prayer, be resorted to, and relied upon, under God, as our 
means of sustaining and promoting the sanctification and obser- 
vance of the Sabbath, and of perpetuating and increasing its hal- 
lowed influences, and then we may hope for success in om* noble 
and benevolent enterprise. Commending the Convention to the 
guidance and protection of Him from whom cometh down every 
good and perfect gift, and sincerely praying that the spirit of wis- 
dom will preside m their councils, and conduct them to blessed re- 
sults, I remain, dear sir, 

" Most respectfully, your friend and servant, 

"JOS. C. HORNBLOWER." 

From the Rev. Dr. Schmucker, Professor in the Lutheran Seminary^ 
at Gettysburg^ Pa. 

« To the Sabbath Convention, &c. 

<*D£AR Brethren: Until this morning I cherished the 
pleasing expectation of personally appearing in your midst; but 
the sudden increase of cold compels me to shun an exposure, 
which would almost certainly cause the return of a disease, by 
which I was confined to the house during the greater part of last 
winter. Under these circumstances, I should, in common with 
other non-attending delegates, have contented myself with silently 
praying for the divine blessing on your assemblage ; but having, 
in addition to my county appointment, been honored by the Ameri- 
can and Foreign Sabbath Association, as one of their delegates to 
this Convention, I feel it due to that respectable body, and to my- 
self, to express my deep sjrmpathy in the objects of an assemblage, 
on which the eyes of angels, and of God, I doubt not, linger with 
pleasure. 

" To promote the better observance of that day, most intimately 
connected with the highest interests of men, and by moral and legal 
means to withdraw this great nation from the ranks of its positive 
and official desecrators, so that all, whether office-bearers or pri- 
vate Christians, may, in reality, as well as in profession, be left to 
enjoy those rights of conscience ffuarantied by our national con- 
stitution, is a noble aim. It will aid our fellow-citizens throughout 
the length and breadth of this land, to rise to a consciousness of 
their immortal destinies, to recognize their relation to the God of 
the universe, and learn to feel that, though dwelling on earth, their 
proper citizenship is in heaven. Such an object cannot fail to in- 
sure the smiles of Jehovah, until the supreme Lawgiver no longer 
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Miglila in the obedience of his creatnres, nor takes pleasure in 
c ontem plating actions which he himself has commandeo. 

** To onr country Providence has given peculiar facilities for this 
holy enterprise, and on us doubtless devolves peculiar responsibil- 
ity. Concerning the grounds of obligation to sabbatic observance, 
some diversity of opinion perhi^ exists ; on the obligation itself 
there can be none. On this common ground, the importance of 
the observance, and the best measures for more fully securing it, 
hj private individuals, by churches, and by the constituted author- 
ities of the land, we have a field sufficiently wide for harmonious 
efibrt The very first emperor who ever professed the Christian 
religion decreed tiiat the Christian soldiers m his armjr should have 
leisure, on the Lord's day, to attend religious worship. How hu- 
nuliatin^ the lact, that, after the lapse of fifteen centuries, many 
thousands of our citizens, in the employment of our Christian 
government, have this privilege denied them ! 

** But I will trespass on your time no longer. May the Lord of 
the Sabbath breathe his sacred influence over your assembly, and 
so prosper his and our holy enterprise, that the careful observance 
of the Lwd^s day will a^ain, as it was among the early ChristianS| 
be the badge of disciplesnip, and the interrogation of their heathen 
persecutors, Dominicum semasti ? be again equivalent to the inquiry, 
Art thou a Christian f 

« Your brother in Christ, 

«a S. SCHMUCKER." 



From ChameMor JVahoorth, of the State of J^e» York. 

" Dear Sir : Allow me, through you, to express to the Na- 
tional Sabbath Convention, about to assemble at Baltimore, and to 
which I was appointed a delegate, my sincere reffret that I cannot, 
consistently with other duties, attend its deliberations. I had 
made arranffements to be there, and imtil yesterday supposed I 
riionld be able to do so. 

« Not only the religion, but the general morality of a nation, is 
imimately connected with the due observance of the Sabbath ; and 
the deliberations of this Convention, I have reason to believe, will 
have a most important influence in turning the attention of every 
part of our extended republic to the subject Experience ma 
iriiown that the morals of the people soon become corrupted where 
tiie Sabbath, instead of being devoted to the contemplation of God, 
and the duties we owe to him and our fellow-men, and our families, 
is spent by the mass of the people in secular employnaents, profiiae 
revelry, irreligious sports, or in travelling on business, or for 
pleasure. I will refer to a striking illustration of this fact We 
know, from history, that James the First of England, in the latter 
part of his reign, publicly sanctioned the desecration of the Sab- 
bath, by his imjHous declaration in favor of Sabbath sports in Lan- 
caihire ; and, a few years afterwards, his unprincipled son B3ad suc- 
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ceasor coasumxnated the work oi impiety, by eBlai*gliig the lieense^ 
and extending it to all England. He also rebuked and censured 
the excellent Chief Justice Richardson, and the magistracy, who 
had attempted to preserve the holy rest of the Sabbath from being 
disturbed by dancing assemblies^ and other revelry, archery, vault- 
ing, and other sports of the like suture. I regret that I am also 
obliged to say that the their primate c^ England joined with the 
king in this censure and rebuke of the upright chief justice, if he 
did not indeed instigate the declaration of Ckurles the First in favor 
of Sabbath-breaking, to draw the attention <^ the people fironi the 
encroachments oi power. The corrupted state of the public 
morals which followed, particularly among the Cavaliers and the 
lower classes, is, to some extent, a matter of history, and is daily 
becoming more so as the light of truth is thrown upon the history 
of that dark period. The bloody revolution which succeeded, and 
the final expulsion of the race of the Stuarts from the throne, a 
few years ajflerwards, may properly be considered as but the just 
retributions of an ofiended God — that God who, amid the thunder- 
ings of Sinai, had commanded the people to remember the Sabbath 
day, to keep it holy* 

" Allow me also to refer to the case of the total abrogation of 
the Sabbath by revolutionary France. That abrogation was ac- 
compankd by a general corruption of morals, and even by the 
breaking up of the conjugal relation, under the law allowing an 
unlimited divorce at the mere will of the parties, when, as the Abb6 
Gregoire states, upwards of twenty thousand divorces were regis- 
tered in the short space of eighteen months ; and those in the city of 
Paris were nearly equal to the number of marriages. There again 
the headless trunks of unnumbered thousands of contending fac- 
tions attested the righteous indignation of the God of the Sabbath, 
at this national desecration and abrogation of his holy day, and the 
total extinction of all religion. 

« On the other hand, I may refer witli pleasure to the hi^ state 
of public and private morals which existed among the Pil^im 
fathers of our own beloved country, who fled hither that they might 
enjoy and maintain the undisturbed sanctity of the Lord's day, with 
freedom also from religious persecution. Witness also the approv- 
ing smiles of Heaven which followed the proper observance of that 
holy day, by the sons and daughters of the Pilgrims. And allow 
me, in view of these facta, to congratulate you, and the members 
of the Convention generally, upon the progress which has already 
been made, in various parts of our country, in restoring the sanc- 
tity of the Sabbath ; and also upon the increasing attention to its 
proper observance by all classes, particularly by that portion of the 
laboring classes who have been engaged in the conveyance of pas- 
sengers, and of the public mails, and in the navigation of our riven 
and canals. 

<* Bishop Porteus says, the Sabbath is the bulwark of poverty 
against the encroachments of capital. And maay who have here- 
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tofore been employed to run stages and steamboats, or to labor on 
oar canal and railroad lines, upon the Sabbath, are beginning to 
learn and to feel that capitidistB are depriving them not only <^ 
their religious privileges, but also of civil pnvileges, enjoyed by 
othera. These men are compelled to labor seven days in a week 
for the support of themselves and their families ; which support is, 
in feet, but the fair wages of six days' labor; for the seventh day 
is given to the laboring man by the laws of his country, as well as 
by his beneficent Creator, as a day of rest — a day to be enjoyed in 
the boeom of his family, and in attendance upon the institutions 
of relifrion, in which the temporal as well as the eternal welfare of 
himself and his children is so deeply concerned. 

* Hail, blessed Sabbath ! thee I bail, the poor man's day ; 
On other days the man of toil is doomed 
To spend his joyless hours away from those he loves.' 

« And I trust that many of the class of the men of toil, to which 
I have before referred, when they also see the gross injustice, as 
well as the sinfulness, of their being thus depriv^ of the civil and 
reli^ous privileges of this blessed day, by the encroachments of 
capital, will make up their minds to resist such injustice for the 
future. 

^ May the reform which has commenced, continue to progress. 
And may you, and your associates in the Convention, and all ^ers 
engaged in this purely benevolent woric, persevere in your exertions 
for the entire sanctification of the Sabbath ; until nothing but the 
sound <^ the church-going bell, the voice of the messen^r of sal- 
vation, and the accents of prayer and of praise, shall break upon its 
holy stillness, throughout the whole length and breadth of this highly- 
fav<n:ed land. 

^ I am, with respect and esteem, yours, &c., 

«R. H. WALWORTH." 

From Theo. FreLinghwfatn, Chancellor of the New York University. 
"GENTLEBfEif: I sinccrcly regret that my duties in the uni- 
versity will not allow me to meet you, agreeably to your kind invi- 
tation, at the Sabbath Convention, to be held at Baltimore, on 
Wednesday next I hope for great blessings to follow this move- 
ment in behalf of the Sabbath day ; and my earnest prayer to God 
is, that his Spirit may be present with you, and guide all your de- 
liberations to the happiest results. He na£i written the solemn truth 
on the whole line of his Providence, as well as on the pages of his 
word, that the people who despise his Sabbaths must suffer his 
frowns. May we be enabled to bring the claims of this holy day 
of mercy and privilege near to the consideration and earnest regard 
of our fellow-citizens. When they shall esteem it a delight and 
honorable, then may we hope for prosperity in larger measures than 
over before. 

« With great respect, yours, 

«THEO. FRELINGHUYSEN." 
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